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Blair gears up to ditch the pound 


TONY BLAIR set Britain firmly 
on course to join the single Eu- 
ropean currency yesterday by 
unveiling a fast-track timetable 
that would start soon after the 
nest general election. 

Cabinet ministers said last 
night that the momentum to- 
wards British membership was 
now unstoppable, after Mr 
Blair told the Commons that 
Britain “should join a success- 
ful single crarency provided the 
economic conditions are met”. 

The Prime Minister de- 
scribed his historic statement 
as “a change of gear” rather 


By Andrew Ghjce 
and Diane Coyle 

than a change of policy. But 
Downing Street conceded that 
policy had. changed because 
the Government would amend 
legislation now going through 
Parliament to allow the De- 
partment of Social Security In- 
land Revenue and Customs 
and Excise each to spend ‘‘tens 
of millions of pounds" ensuring 
that their computer systems 
were prepared for the euro. 

Ministers hope this will en- 
courage the private sector to 


- Avalanche 
l kills seven 
0* and buries 
< 55 in Alps 


AT LEAST seven people were 
dead last night after another 
avalanche devastated the Alps, 
buiying up to 55 people in the 
small Ttrqlean. ski resort of 
Galtih; in Austria. 

Thirteen people were pulled 
out of the snow in critical con- 
dition and another 35 were still 
missing. Rescue operations 
were being hampered by heavy 
snowfoQ, with helicopters un- 
able to fly in or out, an army 
spokesman said. 

The seven confirmed dead 
were taken alive from the sooty 
but could not be flown to hos- 
pital. They died from their 
injuries. 

The avalanche thundered 
through the heart of the resort 
at about 3pm GMX demolish- 
ing four houses as well as the 
fire brigade depot from which 
rescues are usually staged, 
Austrian TV said. 

It struck as stranded hoE- 
daymakers, including several 
Britons, attended a party laid on 

by the village to relieve their 
frustration at being trapped 
and unable to skL The resort 
has been cut off since last 
Wednesday. Despite avalanche 
warnings, they believed they 
were secure in the confines of 
the village. 

Last night helicopters and 
hospitals were on stand-by 
in the nearby larger town of 
Landeck. 

A British businessman hol- 
idaying in the resort, Chris 
Laming from Kent, reported 
that fire bodies had been re- 


By Darius Sanai 

and Mary Braid 

covered from the snow, which 
“obliterated” a hotel; full of 
tourists on the edge of the vil- 
lage, along with several chalets. 

Aralanches-the result of the 
worst Alpine weather in half a 
century - have already killed 
more than 20 people in the re- 
gion this year Six Britons have 
been among those who hare 
died 

■ As snow storms, heavy rain 
and high winds last night swept 

the mountains of fire Alpine 
countries - France, Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland and Italy 
- rescue operations by the 
armed forces were thwarted 

Mr Laming, on holiday with 
his wife and two children, said 
that a Dutch special consta b le 
staying in bis hotel had recov- 
ered five bodies. 

"The avalanche didn’t hit us 
direcily but it was the weirdest 
thing Tve ever experienced,” be 
said “Wte bad all been taking 
part in a makeshift skiing com- 
petition, organised by the 
tourist office, in the centre of the 
village.” He had lightheartedly 
described the activities to The 

Independent earlier in the day. 

He said last night “They are 

evacuating people from the 
edge of town and putting them 
op in the ho teL There are blan- 
kets at reception.” 

Conditions were worsening 
and a gale-force wind was blow- 
ing, Mr Laming said. 

Tt all went black’, page 3 
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follow suit, although they re- 
fused demands from small 
businesses for cash help to- 
wards the changeover Mr Blair 

said that companies would not 
be forced to act, but suggested 
it would be in their interests. 

The national changeover 
plan unveiled by Mr Bl^r sug- 
gested that it would take Britain 
about three years after a “Yes" 
vote to a referendum to abolish 
the pound. With a general elec- 
tion expected in the spring of 
2001, fallowed by a referendum 
that autumn ifLabour retained 
power; the plan would introduce 


*1 know what the 
British Feel when they 
see the Queen's head 
on a £10 note. I feel it 
too. There's a very 
strong emotional tie to 
the pound' 

Tony Blair, April! 997 

euro notes and coins between 
two and two-and-a-half years 
later. The pound would disap- 
pear six months after that. 

Mr Blair told MPs that the 
British people would not get a 


*We cam no longer 
afford to pretend that 
the euro does not exist. 
Such a denial of reality 
does not promote 
Britain's interests, It 
betrays them* 

Tony Blair, yesterday 

real choice on whether to join * 
the euro unless active prepa- 
rations were made now. He 
said both the intention to join 
and the economic tests he re- 
iterated were real. 


These conditions could yet 
give Labour an escape hatch if 
the single currency faltered or 
Britain's economy failed to con- 
verge with the rest of the Eu- 
ropean Union. However. 
pro-Europe MPs in all parties 
haded Mr Blair's statement as 
a landmark from which it would 
be difficult to turn back. 

William Hague's attack on 
the statement was undermined 
when senior Tbries, including 
Kenneth Clarke and Michael 
Heseltme, gave a warm wel- 
come to Mr Blair’s plans. 

Last night, the Confederation 


of British Industry’ was disap- 
pointed that Mr Blair failed to set 
a target date for joining the 
euro. But Sir Clive Thompson, ils 
president, said: "The changeover 
plan is a sensible step forward, 
with practical guidance on what 
needs to be done." 

The Institute of Directors 
and the British Retail Consor- 
tium both criticised the costs the 
plan was likely to impose cm busi- 
ness and the short changeover 
period it envisaged Stephen 
Alambritis. of the Federation of 
Small Business, said: “Small 
companies fed they are being 


asked to pay for something they 
don't want" None would spend 
money on preparations ahead of 
a yes vote, he predicted 
John Monte, general secre- 
tary of the Trades Union Con- 
gress, called the plan “an 
impressive piece of work" . while 
Ken Jackson, general secretary 
of the AEEU engineering work- 
ers’ union, said the Govern- 
ment’s commitment to 
membership in principle was 
welcome. “What we need now is 
the date of an ear|y referendum 
so that British industry can plan 
without uncertainly," be said 




New cancer 
therapy will 
save lives of 
thousands 
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A polished metal face mask was unveiled at London Fashion Week’s Tristan Webber collection Peter Macdiamtd 


the us National Cancer Insti- 
tute has issued an alert to doc- 
tore around foe warid to change 
the way they treat cervical can- 
cer after five separate studies 
showed survival rates could be 
improved ky up to 50 per cent, 
potentially saving thousands of 
Eves worldwide every year. 

The clinical alert is only the 
fifth the institute, the main US 
national cancer research 
agency has issued in its n-year 
history. It was sent to 20,000 
cance r specialists belonging to 
the international oncology 
major organisations on Monday. 

Results from the five studies 
show that combining chemo- 
therapy with radiotherapy for 
advanced cervical cancer cuts 
deaths fay 30 to 50 percent com- 
pared with the standard treat- 
ment, used in the US and the 
UK. of surgery or radiotherapy 
alone. Last year there were 
3JJOO cases of cervical cancer in 
the UK and 1,222 deaths. 

Three of the studies are due 
to be published in the New 
England Journal of Medicine 
in April but the journal broke its 
own embargo this week and 
published the details on the In- 
ternet “because of the public 
health implications”. The other 
two studies are to be published 
later in the year. 

Mitchell Morris, of the An- 
derson Cancer Centre in Hous- 
ton, Texas, who led one of the 
studies, said: “It’s rare to see 
such a dramatic difference. 
This is the first major change 
in the treatment of cervical 
cancer in 40 years." 

The studies, involving 1,700 
women, show that combining 


by Jeremy laurance 
Health Editor 

radiotherapy with the platinum- 
based drug, dspiatin, has a 
synergistic effect (greater than 
the sum of their separate ef- 
fects), possibly because the 
chemotherapy makes the can- 
cer cells more susceptible to ra- 
diation. 

However; the women have 
only been followed over three 
years and a longer study is re- 
quired to see if the improved 
survival is maintained. 

Cervical cancer has been 
declining in the UK since the in- 
troduction of national screening 
but the disease largely still kills 
those who have never been 
screened. 

Julietta Pa truck, national co- 
ordinator of the programme, 
said “This obviously sounds 
like good news. We are talking 
about hundreds of deaths that 
could be saved. But it is worth 
reminding women that attend- 
ing regularly for a cervical 
smear every three to five years 
cuts their risk of cervical can- 
cer by 80-90 per cent" 

■ Recent failures in the cervi- 
cal screening programme have 
damaged patient confidence, 
according to a NOP survey 
published yesterday. 

It found half of women aged 
20 and over said they were 
“less confident" in the service 
following the Kent and Can- 
terbury scandal and problems 
elsewhere. 

Only 17 per cent of GPs 
shared the same opinion. 70 per 
cent said they were “as confi- 
dent" as before. 
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Wave of anti-racist 


measures coming 


THE MACPHERSON inquiry re- 
port into the death of the black 
teenager Stephen Lawrence 
will be used by the Government 
today to take Britain towards 
the historic goal of stamping out 
racism in this country. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, will announce measures 
designed to eradicate racist 
behaviour from every layer of 
society: from the schoolroom to 
the boardroom, by changing 
people's attitudes towards eth- 
nic minorities. 

It will be the most far-reach- 
ing attempt to tackle racism 
since the Scarman report into 
the riots m the inner cities in the 
early 1980s under the Thatch- 
er government 

“Hopefully this process will 
be a step down the long rt»d to- 
wards stamping out racial dis- 
crimination in Britain," said 
one government source. 

The leaking of the Macpher- 
son report led to a warning by 
Downing Street that any min- 
ister found to be responsible 
would be sacked. All Home Of- 
fice ministers were questioned 
about the leak yesterday by the 
Permanent Secretary at the 


by colin Brown and 
Kim Sengupta 


Home Office. Mr Straw will an- 
nounce in a Commons state- 
ment measures to tackle the “in 
stitutionalised racism" found fay 
Sir William Macpherson of 
Clupy in the police. 

Sir Paul Condon, the Metro- 
politan Police Commissioner; is 
fighting to save his job. He will 
be criticised for “lack of rigour" 
in following up the complaints 
about the way the Lawrence in- 
quiry was handled and will be 
forced to acknowledge the find- 
ings and the need for action. Sir 
Paul has the support of the 
Home Secretary. 

Sir Herman Ouseley, the 
chairman of the Commission 
for Racial Equality, said that if 
acted upon, the Macpherson re- 
port could move Britain to- 
wards achieving the CUE’S 
goal of ending racial discrimi- 
nation. “The potential of the re- 
port to more us m that direction 
depends on the level of our col- 
lective will to contribute to that 
goaL Much of the responsibili- 
ty to take us forward depends 
on those of us in leadership po- 


sitions being prepared to use 
our influence, through words 
and deeds to put racism out of 
business," he said Sir Her- 
man was speaking at a meeting 

in the National Liberal Club 
where Paddy Ashdown ac- 
cepted a CRE leadership chal- 
lenge to stamp out racism. 

The Liberal Democrat 
leader said: “Stephen Law 
rence died, at least in part, be- 
cause as a society we have not 
been sufficiently vigilant 
a gains t nafism as an endemic 
part of our lives and of our com- 
munities. In this sense we all 
bear a responsibility for his 
death and for the suffering of 
other unknown and unreported 
cases. Learning from Stephen 
Lawrence's death is not just a 
challenge for the police. It is a 
challenge for all of us." 

Mr Ashdown told how racism 
was “endemic" across Britain 
in chiding his own rural 'Vfeovh 
constituency. He described how 
an Asian restaurant 350 metres 
from his office had been sub- 
jected to three^nd-a-half years 
of “systematic racist ahixse and 
intimidation" before he inter- 
vened. 



Jack Straw: To announce measures to tackle 'Institutionalised’ racism Peter Jordan 
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FORECAST 


Gtneral situation Any early nun. sleet and hill-snow across southern counties of 

The 


: generally dry with occasional sunny breaks. 
Most of Scotland will be cold but there wUI be plenty of hazy sunshine. However, 
western parts will cloud over, with rain and sleet threatening later In the day. 
London. SB England: Overnight rain, sleet and hi n- snow will dear do leave it dry 
with some sunny spells. A light north-east wind. Max temp 6-8C (43-A6R. 


E Anglia, MMtands, E England, Cent N. NW ft HE England. N wales. Lake 
Disc, isle of Man.- Any early cloud will break up to leave it dry with some sunny 
spells. A light north to norm-east wind. Max temp 5-7C (41-45F). 


temp ! 


(M-ASF). 


Com S England, SW England, 5 Wales: Any morning ran with sleet or snow on 
hills will clear to dner and brighter weather this afternoon. A moderate northerly 


word. Max temp 5-BC (Al.OfirJ. 


Channel 1st Cloudy and wet this morning but gradually becoming drier and 

ate northerly wind. Max temp 7-9C (45-48F). 


brighter ilvs afternoon A moderate 
HE ft SE Scotland. EdMwegh. Aberd een , N Wes: Plenty of sunshine around all 


illy. alinouglt It will start wry cold jnd frosty A Hghr and variable wind. Max temp 
3-t>C |37-4sF). 


NW ft SW Scotland, Glasgow, Ml tales: Sunny and frosty for much of the day. 
but rain or sleet will move in later. Light winds, becoming moderate south-westerly. 
Ma* temp 4-7C |35)-45F> 


N Ireland. Repubfc of Ireland: Some early ram in the north and west, becoming 
dry with *ome sunny spells A hght ana variable wmd. Max temp 7- IOC [«*5-50F). 


OUTLOOK 


■Most ol the UK will be dry on Thursday with the odd sunny break, however, rain 
i Ire 


■n Scotland will spieod south later. Scotland and Northern Ireland will become 
cold and windy on Friday with wintry showers returning. 


TRAVEL 


London: Air Green LUi BounpoDCU. 
UVchtione Major roadworks on now Mil 
a* read Unlil 31 *a December. 

Ca m bri d ge Hd m A1Q between Foxton and 
Mil Rwutlatang one bridge maintenance 
iwifc of Sheprerth Ml. Until SOh February. 
Bristol: MS JIB- 19 Major Boodworto on 
Avonmoudh Bridge UnW23rd JunaCOOI. 
W b nridielfte: MJC Bcnmoen J10 Tarrmanh 
sources and J9 Sutton CoWhoW. Roadworks 
and cortraflow UnlS 23rd April. 

Craoter Manchestar. A57 Harrow tanoc 
\lanchciter-bciund. duo to Mdtrt** oorv 
shuceon work. Until 28tfi February. 


SouBi YarkshJre: Ml Between J34 Tarstey 
Vloduci (A6109) ! J34 Tbisisy Viaduct 


lAfi 17B). SholBaM. Carriagoway roduood ® 2 
lanos soiShbound. UnH 31 si Now 


1st November 3000. 
Gloucester* hi no: A40 Lanadown Rd, 
Clwkonham. Closed due to roadworks 
inbound. Dtwmons in place. UnB 1st June. 
SuftoBc: Aid Fetastowe Docks. Roadworks 
irt» 28 #iFobraury 

AA noadMXUb: CaU 0336401 777 for the 
laresr local and rwBoryf traffic news. Source: 
The AuconubUe Association Calls charged 

at 50p per run |ax VAT). 


LIGHTING UP 


Belfast 

Birmingham 

Bristol 

Glasgow 

London 

Mandieseer 

Newcastle 


5.49pm to 7J24am 
5.36pm to 7.04am 
5.41pm to 7.0Sam 
5.40pm to 7.19am 
5.31pm to 6.55am 
5.36pm to 7.07am 
5.3 1 pm to 7.07am 


HIGH TIDES 
AM NT 
1334 10.9 
11.54 3.7 
IMS 4.5 
4.54 5.9 
6.05 3.6 
11.19 4.3 
6.12 3.1 
5.31 


Avnwmotirh 
Cork 

Deuoopoit 
Doner 

Don Laagbatae 

Fafcnoacli 

G raen ocfc 
Harwkh 

1 IntphtelteT 

noiynwQ. 

HuD (Albert Dk) - - - - 
Kings Lyen 

Lafth 8.54 4.7 

Liverpool 5.09 73 


PM HT 
1.19 10.7 


5.36 5.6 
6.39 13 


3.6 


4.27 4.7 


Nemqmay 

Portland 


n.37 5.7 
1i13 1.5 
5.31 4.2 
Pariibel 2.04 33 

Scarborough 10.30 4.7 

Hkfc 528 23 

Height measured m metres 


6.52 3.0 
6.15 3 A 
-5.07 4.7 
1232 7.4 
12.50 53 
9.30 4.7 
5.50 73 
12.36 5.6 


12.43 1.4 
6.10 43 
2 46 3.7 
11.05 43 
6.03 3.0 


AIR QUALITY 



Today's readings 


NO! 

so. 

tcodoo 

Good 

Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

Mates 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Scot tend 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 

SUN a MOON 

Sun iImk 

06.58 


Sun MCs: I7.3T 

Moon rtsae H.37 
Moan sms: 02.33 

r 

Fall mem: 2nd Hterch 


WEATHERLINE 


Far me Wes i forecasts dW 0391 5009 
followed uy the two digits ft* ywr area. 
Sourer The Met Ofltar. Calls charged at 
SOp per moi (me VAT) 
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YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 


Wannest: Jersey 9C (48F) 

Coldest (day): 1_ Giascarnoch 2C (36F) 
Wett es t: Lerwick 030 ins 
Sunniest: Peterborough 9.6 hrc 
For 2Ahr* to 2pm Tuesday 


Son Rale Max 

hrs in ’C °F 


Aberdeen 

1.9 

9.7 

3 

37 

Anglesey 

8.7 

2.8 

8 

46 

Aviemore 

3.3 

8.1 

3 

37 

Belfast 

5.6 

7.6 

6 

43 

Birmingham 

3.7 

4.3 

6 

43 

Bournemouth 

8.3 

0.3 

9 

48 

Bristol 

8.6 

1.5 

9 

48 

Buxton 

4.5 

10 4 

4 

39 

Cardiff 

7.9 

1.8 

9 

48 

dacron 

6.4 

1:3 

7 

45 

Cromer 

4.8 

0.5 

6 

43 

Edinburgh 

8.2 

0.8 

5 

41 

Exmouth 

8.3 

' 1.3 

a 

46 

Rstiguard 
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AN UNDERSEA earthquake 
with a preliminary magnitude 
of 6.1 on the Richter scale has 
struck Taiwan, e ha king high , 
rise buildings but faffing to 
inflict any serious damage. 

The earthquake’s epicentre 
was said to be beneath the Pa- 
cific, 78 miles off the island’s 
eastern coast ft struck at 
9.49pm (13.49 GMT) on Monday 
and was the strongest tremor 
felt in Taiwan since July, when 
five died in a quake registering 
6.2 on the Richter scale. 


THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 



AFTER A 17-day negotiating 
marathon, Serbs and ethnic 
Albanians agreed in principle 
last night on broad autonomy 
for Kosovo, but put off the sig- 
nature of any peace deal for at 

least three weeks. 

An hour after the expiry of 
the mid-afternoon deadline for 
a deal at the Rambouillet con- 
ference near Paris, the Alba- 
nians bowed to intense 
American pressure and condi- 
tionally accepted the peace 
package drawn up by the Con- 
tact group of leading powers. 
Soon afterwards, Belgrade fol- 
lowed suit, saving the talks 
from what had seemed certain 
to be total failure. 

“We have done a lot here,” 
Robin Cook, the Fbreign Sec- 
retary and co-chairman of the 
talks said. “But this is only the 
end of phase one of the 
process.” Phase two will consist 
of a so-called “peace imple- 
mentation conference” in 
France, starting on 15 March. 
“We expect signature of the ac- 
cord at or before that date, "Mr 
Cook said. “This isa good deal 
for both sides, and they would 
be wise to take it” 

But major uncertainties re- 
mained. Hours before the six- 
nation group issued a 
Staten ent announcing the hew 
round of talks and demanding 
another ceasefire in the year- 
long war, fighting flared up in 
Kosovo itself. Since Sunday 


By Rupert Cornwell 


alone, 9,000 more people have 
been forced to flee their homes. 

On the diplomatic front, too, 
major differences stfll divide the 
two sides, with the Serbs re- 
fusing the Nato-led peace-keep- 
ing force demanded by the 
United States and its allies, 
while the Albanians demand a 
guarantee of independence 
once the three-year interim 
agreement is oven 

Last night the US Secretary 
of State, Madeleine Albright, 
who led the final frantic days 
of negotiation in person, 
warned that Belgrade still 
faced the threat of allied air 
strikes if did not sign up to the 
peace deal, induding the Nato 
peacekeepers. But, she ac- 
knowledged, it was up to the 
Albanians to “create this black 
and white situation” by signing 
up to the peace agreement 
in its entirety and without 
condition. 

However; last night Adem 
Demad, a senior ethnic Al- 
banian leader who did not at- 
tend the Rambouillet 
conference, declared that the 
talks could not bring peace. He 
said the Kosovo Libgration 
Army, which has ju&t ap- 
pointed a hardline new 
supreme commander, would 
press its “liberation war” to 
the end. 

No triumph, page 13 


Cook in row on 
arms report leak 
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ROBIN COOK was hit fay new 
controversy over the arms to 
Sierra Leone affair when it 
emerged he received a leaked 
copy of an MPs’ report on the 
affair before its publication. 

His junior minister Tony 
Lloyd had told an MF no one in 
the Foreign Office saw the re- 
port until the day of its re- 
lease. He had already been 
attacked for telling the Com- 
mons the Government would 
not deal with mercenaries. But 
Sandline International military 
consultants had told Customs 
and Excise its representatives 
met or spoke to Fbreign Office 
officials before shipping arms 
to Sierra Leone. 

Ernie Ross, the MP respon- 
sible for the leak, resigned from 
the committee yesterday say- 
ing he had breached the confi- 
dence of the body. 

Cheryl GQlan, a member of 
the opposition foreign-affairs 
team, asked Mr Lloyd who in 
the Foreign Office first saw the 
report and when. His reply 


BY FRAN ABRAMS 
Westminster Correspondent 


said: “Copies ... were collect- 
ed from the Foreign Affair s 
Committee office ... on Feb- 
ruary 9.” Mrs Gfllan said: 
“Ernie Ross has now admitted 
he sent a copy... to the Fbreign 
Secretary in January. If Tony 
-Lloyd was aware of this he 
should resign. Select commit- 
tees-are supposed to be a check 
on the Government. They are 
not supposed to collude with it” 

In a Commons answer last 
night Mr Cook admitted re- 
ceiving the draft report in Jan- - 
ua*y and final conclusions in 
February. Critical conclusions . 
were leaked to The Indepen- 
dent around the same tim* . - 

“In advance of the publica- 
tion of the report on February 
9, we made no comment to the' 
media about the report, ex- 
cept in response to leaks fay oth- 
ers to the press." A Fbreign 
°5ice spokesman said Mr 
Lloyd was unaware of the leak. 






aery 

Jock' 







•filrMMii if 1 
• 1 


Celebrate Spring with... 


2 dine for the price of 1 


Welcome drink on arrival 


Accommodation 
with traditional 
English breakfast 



A personal copy 
of Tatler and 
House & Garden 
in your room 


Let's Celebrate Spring! 
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Choose from over 45 hotels 


Banish those winter blues with a refreshing seasonal break at one of over 45 Heritage Hotels throughout the UK. 
With enticing prices and these inviting features you'll find the joys of spring aren’t just in the air. 
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‘Everything went black, then a giant 
shockwave smacked against the walP 


By Mary braid 
and Darius Sanai 

rescuers were searching 
for up to 35 people last night 
after another devastatin g 
avalanche struck one of Aus- 
tria s ski resorts, killin g at least 
seven people and injuring 13. 

As the region struggles with 
some of the worst weather in 
living memory, an Austrian 
army spokesman said the 
avalanche bad struck the ski 
resort of Galtflr in Tirol Con- 
tinuing heavy snow was ham- 
pering rescue efforts. 

There are several dozen 
British families staying in 
GaltQr, hut there were no 
immediate reports of casualties 
among them. 

Chris Laminar a business- 
man from Kent on holiday in 
Galt&r with his wife and two 
children, was in the village 
when the avalanche struck. Be 
said it “obliterated” a hotel fiiQ 
of tourists and several chalets 
on the edge of the village a 
D utch holidaymaker recovered 
five bodies from the avalanche. 

“The avalanche didn't hit us 
direcfiy but it was the weirdest 
thing I’ve ever experienced 
Vfe had all been taking part in 
a makeshift skiing competi- 
tion, organised by the tourist of- 
fice, in the centre of the village. 

“We had just gone back in- 
side the hotel room when sud- 
denly everything went black. 
There was no sound at all, and 
then something smacked 
against the window like a giant 
shockwave. Then you heard it 
hitting the other side of the 
hotel” — ' 

An Austrian army major said 
the 35 missing people were be- 
lieved to be trapped in houses 
and the hotel buried beneath 
the snow. 

The major said people 
trapped In homes have a better 
chance of surviving and finding 
air pockets than those caught 
in the open, where the heavy 
weights the snow soon suffo- 
cates them. 

Many tourists were walking 
down ihe main street with 
their children to join a village 
party organised by the load 
authorities when Gaitflr was 
engulfed. 

No outsiders have been able 
to reach the village since snow 
last week blocked the main 
road leading there, and bad 
weather prevented helicopters 
from flying from the town of 
Landeck lower down the valley 

Mr Laming told The Inde- 
pendent by phone last night 
“We rushed downstairs to find 
crowds of people coming into 
the hotel in great distress, and 
children crying. A German man 
was screaming two names, pre- 
sumably those of his children. 
A little British boy had gone 
miRging but he was found un- 



One of the most 
popular resorts with 
British skiers, Ischgl 
has been cut off since 

last week. Tour 
operators have 
evacuated thousands 
of their dienes by 
helicopter 


LECH/ST ANTON 


The resort of Lech. 

1 where Princess Diana 
took her sons to ski, 
and Sc Anton, favoured 
| by German aristocrats, 
have been cut off since 
the weekend 


VALAIS 


This southern Swiss 
canton is home to such 
popular resorts as 
Zermatt. Vertrier and 
Saas-Fee. An avalanche 
In the remote village of 
Evolene killed two 
people and buried eight 
others on Monday. 
Avalanches were 
happening every 20 
minutes and hitting areas 
that had not been 
affected in living memory 

V 



®Bern SWITZERLAND 


STRIA 

& Innsbruck 


Two ski -lift operators 
were killed and eight 
Injured when an 
avalanche buried a 
restaurant on 
Monday. This part of 
Vorarlberg had not 
been hit by a fatal 
avalanche this century 


Davos ® 


FRANCE 


PRALOGNAN 


Blizzards and the threat 
of avalanches yesterday 
stranded rescuers trying 
to read> three French 
skiers trapped for a 
week in a makeshift 
igloo 3,000 metres 
(10.000 feet) up in Che 
Alps. The rescuers set 
out early from a refuge 
but had to return after 
wading Just 150 metres 
(yards) through snow 
five metres (16 ft) deep 
above the ski resort 
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At least seven people were killed 
and 13 critically injured when an 
avalanche roared into this tiny 
town in the Austrian Tirol at 4pm 
yesterday. Last night 35 people 
were still missing. The valley was 
isolated by other avalanches so 
victims were reliant on local 
rescuers. The weather was so bad 
that helicopters could not fly in. 
The best hope for the missing was 
that they had managed to Find air 
pockets in the wreckage of houses 
*we were drinking hot mulled wine 
whene it started.’ said one 
survivor. ‘Suddenly the lights went 
out there was only dust and snow. 


An elderly Italian 
woman was killed on 
Monday when an 
avalanche hit this 
hamlet near the resort 
of Courmayeur at the 
foot of Mont Blanc 




harmed outside a few minutes 
later 

“Outside It was still daytime 
but almost black. We didn’t re- 
alise at the time the real action 
had taken place on the edge of 
the village a few hundred yards 
away; and that it was much 
worse over there. Everything 
was covered in powder snow 
and a thick fog. 

“Some people went to the 
scene with the police immedi- 
ately to help with the rescue. 

“Now people are very upset 
and very scared. We do believe 
we are safe because our hotel 
is in the middle of the village, 
away from the slopes, we’re 
probably about 300 to 400 
metres from where it 
happened. 

“They are evacuating people 
from the edge of town and 
putting them up in the hoteL 
Now it seems conditions are 
getting worse, there’s a gale 
blowing.” 


The Alps are experiencing 
toeir worst weather in 40 years. 
More than 20 people - includ- 
ing six Britons - have died in 
avalanches this season. Even 
areas trarfitionalbr considered 
safe have been affected. 

Ttens at thousands of skiers, 
iixaudinginaiy British tourists, 
are trapped in heavy snow af- 
fecting Ihe Alpine region. Main 
routes are blocked by snow 
and resorts and villages ma- 
rooned. Avalanche alerts rate 
five on a scale of five. The ex- 
treme western readies of Aus- 
tria are among the worst 
affected areas. 

Hans-Jarg Pacher, spokes- 
man for the Tirol tourist board 
in Innsbruck, said between. 12 
and 15 ski resorts are cut oft as 
well as dozens of smaller vil- 
lages. The resorts indude 
Lech, where Diana, Princess of 
Whies holidayed with Princes 
Barry and Wham, St Anton, 
and ZQrs, a tiny hamlet 


favoured by the German 
aristocracy. 

Switzerland, Itafy France, 
Austria and Germanyhave mo- 
bilised their armed forces to fly 
in supplies and help with emer- 
gency airlifts. In the Swiss can- 
ton ofValais, officials recorded 
an avalanche every 20 min- 


utes on Monday- Metres of 
snow have fatten 
Every country that shares 
the Alps has been hit by 
tragedy. Yesterday a 52-year-old 
woman died in Morgex, Italy, 
near Mount Blanc, after a wall 
of snow, 300 metres wide, 

pounded the village in the eaxfy 


hours of the morning. The 
woman was asleep when the 
snow ripped through her home, 
removing the rod and crashing 
her against the waH 

No one else died although 50 
houses were damaged and 
three villagers were injured. 

While Italian rescue workers 


Walls of White Death 


experts SAY che avalanche 
risk is unprecedented in 
living memory. Villages, 
hamlets and resorts are built 
in spots that have been 
proved safe. While some of 
this winter’s first avalanches 
were triggered by skiers and 
snowboarders straying off- 
piste into danger zones, the 
most recent victims have 
been tourists and residents 
in their chalets and houses, 
normally considered among 


the safest places in rimes of 
avalanche clanger. At such 
times only those in 
avalanche-proof cellars can 
really consider themselves 
safe. Alpine experts agree 
the reason for the chaos is 
excess snow, with more 
falling m many villages chan 
at any rime in living memory. 
The position was made 
worse this week when the 
weather turned milder and it 
rained on many lower 


slopes, only For the snowfall 
to return. This created 
heavy, unstable snow, which 
froze. Any more snow this 
week Is landing on an icy 
base and being whipped by 
winds of up to 80mph. 
which means some areas of 
the Alps, particularly 
western Austria, where the 
snow has been heaviest, are 
experiencing avalanche 
dangers on a scale locals 
have never seen before. 


struggled on, about 100 Swiss 
rescue workers were still fry- 
ing to recover eight French 
tourists buried in an avalanche 
at the weekend in the village of 
Evolene, in Valais canton. Yes- 
terday officials in the village 
warned that the chances of 
finding them alive were very 
slim. Among the missing are a 
baby and a small boy. 

On Sunday the bodies of two 
local victims - a 23-year-old 
council employee and his girl- 
friend, aged 22 - were recov- 
ered from beneath the snow. It 
as is now expected, the French 
tourists are dead, Evolene will 
enter the history boobs as the 
rite of the most lethal mountain 
accident to have hit Switzerland 
in 14 years. 

In Austria avalanches are oc- 
curring in some areas for the 
first time in living memory. 
Such was the case in the village 
of Gargeilen in the western 
tforarlberg province, where an 


avalanche destroyed a moun- 
tain restaurant on Monday Five 
ski-lift employees and five 
workers on the restaurant’s 
lower floors survived, but a 
couple in the attic of the build- 
ing died 

A woman perished immedi- 
ately and her male companion 
died later from injuries after 
weather conditions prevent- 
ed him being flown to hospital. 

Snowstorms, blizzards and 
the risk of avalanche were also 
preventing rescue parties 
searching for three French 
skiers stranded for the sev- 
enth day above the resort of 
Pralognan-la-Vanoise in the 
French Alps. 

The three men were in mo- 
bile phone contact with local po- 
lice until Sunday night, but that 
link has been lost The men had 
said they were sheltering in an 
igloo but were running out of 
food and water, and struggling 
against bitter cold. 



Young artist: David Hockney at the RA Do*^ Sandwort 


RA to change 

THE ROYAL Academy the apex By David Lister 
of Britain’s art establishment. Arts News Etfitor 
is to change its image to attract 

young people turned on by the The additional Friends’ 

“Britpacfc" contemporary art room, which designer Eva Jir- 
explosion- icna has been asked to plan, wfll 

The academy is to build a be the most blatant attempt to 
new Friends’ room in its 18th- update the Royal Academy’s 
century buikfing in central Lon- image. It will be through a 
don, complete with modern doorway from the present 
furniture and alcohol available Friends’ room, which will 
all day long. And next year it remain open for use. Ms 
wffl mount Sensation 2, a se- Jiricna, who specialises In glass 
quel to its controversial but very as a design feature, has 
successful Sensation exhftri- designed interiors for the fash- 
tion in 1997, which brought ion house Joseph and a num- 
Daznien Hirst's preserved her of bars and restaurants, 
sharks and a painting of Myra inducting Le Caprice in London. 
Bindley into the academy. Until now the Friends’ area 


tea and sponge cake 

just concentrating on British 


hflB been an oasis of raim and 
reflection in London’s increas- 
ingly frenetic art scene - a 
lounge where members of the 
TS^OOO^hxiagorgmBsationlmve 
until now studied art journals 
over nothing stranger than tea 
and Victoria sponge cake. 

The room has been virtually 
a private chib in the heart of the 
West End and the Friends have 
beau very h a ppy w i t h it But the 
RA management has studied 
the current Friends member- 
ship and found that the typical 
Friend is a female over the age 
of 45. Sixty per cent of the 
membership are over 55. Only 
8 per cent are under 35. 


With the burgeoning interest 
mart among Britain’s youth, the 
academy management wants to 
attract a younger art lover. 
Norman Rosenthal the RA's 
exhfoitions organises said yes- 
terday: “There is an extraordi- 
nary interest in contemporary 
art. I can remember when only 
around 300 people in London 
were interested in it” 

He added that he had not 
detidedyet which works would 
be in SensationZ but unfike the 
Sensation exhibition they 
would not be drawn eschisivrity 
from Charles Saatchi’s collec- 
tion, and the show was likely to 
be international rather than 


art “It will ay and proclaim the 
potential of art today” he said. 

In another novel departure, 
the academy confirmed it will 
become the first art gallery in 
Britain to open all night 

It win do this for one night 
only on Saturday 17 April to 
allow 84)00 more visitors to see 
its Monet exhibition. 

The all-night opening will be- 
come something of a cultural 
party, complete with a live 
band, coffee and breakfast bar 
and a midnight debate on the 
24-hour city. 

So far the Monet exhibition 
has attracted 210,000 visitors; 


image 

360,000 tickets to the exhibition 
were booked in advance, beat- 
ing the academy's previous 
box office records. However 
some 180,000 tickets are still 
available for the exhibition. 

Among highlights of the 
coming year's programme will 
be exhibitions on Van Dyck, 
Kandinsky; Joseph Beuys, John 
Hoyiand and the architect Sir 
John Soane. The exhibition to 
mark the millennium will look 
back at the art of 1900. 

The academy's cumulative 
deficit, which had totalled £3m 
in 1996 and is now down to 
£500,000, is likely to be eradi- 
cated during this year. 
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Gains and losses: what industry And the unions Think About single cuekency Plans 







Richard Branson, Virgin Group 

chairman 

"British businesses will have to 
adapt to it one day. so they 
ought to adapt to it today. Our 
Megastore in Oxford Street ac- 
cepts euro cheques and credit 
cards, it was relatively easy to 
change as we already accept a 
range of currencies." 


Ruth Lea, head of policy, The 
Institute of Directors 

“We shouldn’t join For the Fore- 
seeable Future. There isn’t proper 
economic convergence between 
Britain and the other countries of 
Euroland. We must also wait and 
see whether the European Cen- 
tral Bank is competent to do the 
job." 


Ken Jackson, general 

secretary of the Amalgamated 

Engineering and Electrical 
Union 

"The Government is absolutely 
right to mate plans For joining the 
euro. What we need next is the 
date For an early referendum. UK 
industry has no Future outside 
the euro." 


Sir Stanley Halms, chairman of 
Dixons Group 

"This is an extraordinary decision 
to encourage people to start - 
investing, way before any 
referendum. We are talking 
about massive investments... It 
would have a dramatic 
detrimental eFFect on our 
broader expansion plans." 


John Monks, General Secre- 
tary °F the TUC 

j “This [the changeover plan] is an 
impressive piece of work, made 
more convincing by the way Gov- 
ernment has worked with busi- 
ness and unions. Now there Is a 
chance For consultation on how 
Britain might mate the 
changeover to the Euro." 


Wall FitzGerald, 
chairman of Unilever 

"We are convinced Chat there are 
real benefits to be gained by Britain 
joining the single currency - lower 
and more transparent prices; a 
more stable economy; and a better 
business climate. Britain cannot af- 
ford to be half-in and half-out." 


Lord Alexander, chairman of 
National Westminster Bank 

"What we need is as much clar- 
ity and as much notice as pos- 
sible." It would take three 
years to adapt the bank's sys- 
tems if Britain joins rhe euro. 
Last year, ic spent £4 5m as a 
result of the euro. 


Changeover 
to euro now 
under way 


BY DIANE COYLE 
Economics Editor 

THE PRIME Minister said yes- 
terday the Government's new 
plan to prepare Britain for join- 
ing the euro was “not a change 
of policy. It is a change of gear. 

"We can no longer afford to 
pretend either that the euro 
does not exist or that Britain 
should not actively prepare for 
it." Dony Blair said Failing to 
plan for membership would be 
a “denial of reality", he told the 
House of Commons. 

The public sector will start 
preparation immediately, with 
provisions in the Finance Bin to 
get parliamentary approval for 
tens of millions of pounds for 
changes to computer systems 
by the Inland Revenue and 
other departments. 

The changeover for the Rev- 
enue and the Department of So- 
cial Security in particular will 
involve large-scale information 
technology projects, which are 
likely to form one of the most 
time-consuming elements of 
the national changeover. 

The 64-page national 
changeover plan acknowledges 
that businesses are unlikely to 
start spending money without 
a clear lead from the Govern- 
ment 

But the plan says; “The 
amount of pre-planning and 
practical work that takes place 
between now and a decision to 
join will be crucial in deter- 
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40 months 


Source: HM Treasury. OucEne: National Changeover Plan 


mining how quickly things 
could move forward there- 
after” 

The timetable set out in the 
plan rests on the assumption 
that businesses and govern- 
ment alike start their planning 
now well before a referendum. 
Early preparations could 
shrink the period between the 
referendum vote and the switch 
to euro notes and coins to be- 
tween 24 to 30 months. 

The period between the Gov- 
ernment's decision in principle 
to join and the final withdrawal 
of the pound is pencilled in at 
40 months. So if the decision 
were taken in the first half of 
200L the switch from pounds to 
euros would take place during 
late 2004. 

Planning for the production 
and distribution of 2 billion 
euro notes and 13 billion coins 
has already started. Legislation 
- including changes to the sta- 
tus of the Bank of England -will 
be introduced as soon as the 
Government has decided to 
join. And the banks have said 


they will start converting to 
euros at the same time, ahead 
of die referendum result 

But most changes by the 
public sector and other busi- 
nesses, with the minting of euro 
coins, will not start until there 
has been a “yes' 1 vote. 

Many business organisa- 
tions were lukewarm about the 
plan, criticising both the lack of 
a firm date and what many saw 
as an ambitious timetable. 

The strongly euro-sceptic 
Business for Sterfing campaign 
said the changeover would cost 
British business billions of 
pounds. 

The Treasury admitted that 
the cost to business could be 
considerable, but said it would 
depend on how well companies 
planned now. The national 
changeover plan should help 
concentrate minds on what 
steps were needed. 

. The British Retail Consor- 
tium, which took part in draw- 
ing up the document, insisted 
that the timetable was too am- 
bitious, with stores needing a 



Senior Tories 
offer to back 
Blair on EMU 



Tony Blair telling the Commons yesterday that Britain must prepare for the euro 


three-year period after the ref- 
erendum to convert tills and 
computers. Elizabeth Phillips, 
the deputy director general, 
said cutting this period to two 
years would double the 
changeover costs for retailers. 


Many businesses are 
imjikriy tn «y»nri any si gnificant 
amounts of money on 
the changeover until the refer- 
endum. 

Stephen ALambritis of the 
federation of Small Businesses 


said: “What small companies 
respond to is certainty." They 
were concerned that bigger 
businesses would insist on their 
suppliers dealing in euros be- 
fore a date for UK membership 
had been set, he said. 


PRO-EUROPEAN heavyweights 
in the Conservative Party open- 
ly defied William Hague last 
night by welcoming Tony 
Blair’s announcement of the 
timetable under which Britain 
would join a successful single 
currency. 

Michael Heseltine and Ken- 
neth Clarke, the former cabinet 
ministers, undermined Mr 
Hague's Commons attack on 
the Government's new strate- 
gy by suggesting they would 
join an all-party campaign led 
by Mr Blair to win a “Yes” vote 
in a referendum on the euro. 

Mr Heseltine hinted that 
there was a formal split in the 
Tory ranks because of the pro- 
Europeans’ strang opposition to 
Mr Hague’s flagship policy of 
ruling out single currency 

m emb ership in this Parliament 

and the next 

The former deputy Prime 
Ministar told the Commons it 
would take an all-party cam- 
paign to swing public opinion 
behind joining the euro, and 
ashed for a categoric assurance 
that Mr Blair would lead such 
an “all-party alignment". 
MrBlafrrepUed:“Ioertainiyii>- 
tend to be at the forefront of that 
campaign myself” 

Mr Clarke, the former Chan- 
cellor; said he welcomed Mr 
Blair’s “marked change of 
tone” and his decision to “give 
some reality” to his policy of 
“prepare and decide” cm the 
euro. He urged the Prime Min- 
ister to continue to “put his 
mouth where he thinks our 
monqy ought to be". 

Sir Edward Heath, the for- 
mer Tory Prime Minister, 
attacked the “pseudo argu- 
ments” put forward by the Tbry 


By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 

opposition against the single - 
currency. 

But Mr Hague launched a 
strong attack on Mr Blair’s 
statement He mocked the 
Prime Minister for (hanging his 
tune since he wrote an article 
for The Sim before the 1997 gen- 
eral election in which said he 
“loved the pound". 

The Tory leader accused the 
Government of denying the 
British people a choice by 
“bouncing' 1 them into the euro 
by spending large sums of their 
own money to convince them 
that British membership was 
inevitable and a referendum de- 
cision a formality: 

The national changeover 
plan, he said, was part of a “na- 
tional handover plan" to hand 
over Britain’s political and eco- 
nomic freedom before the 
country knew whether the sin- 
gle currency worked. 

Mr Blair replied that the 
Tories were out of touch with 
public opinion, and their .Os- 
trich strategy” would not wrickl' 

But Mr Blair also faced tf 
split in Labour’s ranks, as he 
fielded hostile questions from 
sceptics including Tbny Bonn, 
Dennis Skinner and Dehzil 
Davies. Mr Davies warned that 
the common monetary policy 
would inflict far greater damage 
than the EU's common agri- 
cultural policy which Britain 
was now seeking to reform. 

Paddy Ashdown, Liberal De- 
mocrat leaden said Mr Blair's 
statement showed he had 
“crossed the Rubicon in favour 
of the euro”, even though be 
pretended he had not 
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BBC says 


TV chat 


shows 


face axe 


daytime CHAT shows were 
threatened with the axe yes- 
terday by the chairman of the 
BBC governors after recent 
revelations of faking and fears 
that they had no place with a 
public service broadcaster 

Meanwhile, Oprah Winfrey 
queen of the “ confessional” 
chat show, has promised to re- 
vamp her programme because 
of her regrets over making 
guests cry and giving a platform 
to the Ku-Klux-Klan. 

Sir Christopher Bland, the 
BBC chairman, defended the 
BBC's daytime chat shows in a 
speech to the television indus- 


By Paul McCann 
Media Editor 



Oprah: *1 need to be more 
carefhl who I e mp ow er * 


try last night, but warned that 
they would be pulled off air if 
they become “entertainment 
for entertainment’s sake.” 
Earlier this month it was re- 
vealed that guests on The 
tfzne&sa Show on BBCl were 
actresses hired from a theatri- 
cal agency pretending to be 
members of the public. 

fri a speech to the Royal Re- 
vision Society Sir Christopher 
said: “These programmes need 
to remember their public pur- 
poses - the moment they be- 
come focused on entertainment 
for entertainment’s sake, they 


lose their value, their integrity 
their point -and win lose their 
place in the BBC’s schedules. 

“[Thel issue is whether day- 
time chat shows have anyplace 
m toe mixed economy of a pub- 
lic service broadcaster I think 
they do. and they can meet a 
real audience need. The best of 
them are good examples of 
how popularity and public ser- 
vice can be complementary." 

Sr Christopher was speak- 
ing on the day that Oprah Win- 
frey. host of the most successful 
daytime that show in America, 
admitted regret about some 
items she had broadcast on her 
programme. 

‘Tve been guilty of misusing 
television," she told the Radio 
Times. “It is a dangerous medi- 
um and is misused all the time. 
There are shows I should never 
have put on' aic When I had the 
Ku-Klux-Klan members on and 
they called me ‘nigger’ and Tit- 
tie monkey* in the break, 1 re- 
alised Tm not going to change 
these lunatics, so I need to be 
more careful who I empower by 
giving a platform." 

She said she also regretted 
a show where a man confessed 
to his wife that his mistress was 
pregnant: “The look on the 
wife’s face broke my heart’' 

Ms Winfrey attacked the vul- 
garity of her American rival 
Jerry Springec whose shows 
shp described as being “like a 
Roman circus". 

But despite saying earlier 
tins month that she was getting 
out of television before some- 
one was foiled live on air, 
Ms Winfrey said her research 
into slavey for a film role has 
maria her change her mmd- 
“TVe come from a people who 
had no voice, money or shoes 
to run, but they ran anyway. 
How dare I say I felt tired?" 



James Dyson’s advertising for his cleaner was untruthful and aggressive and he must pay damages, said a French court John Lyons 


Dyson fined £20,000 by French 
and ordered to clean up his ads 


IF NATURE abhors a vacuum, 
continental law, it seems, ab- 
hors a Dyson. The British en- 
trepreneur, James Dyson, 
inventor of the bagless vacuum 
cleaner, has been found guilty 
by a French court of “aggres- 
sive and untruthful" advertis- 
ing, ordered to pay £10,000 
damages each to two com- 
petitors and told to withdraw 
his ad campaign for his Dual 
Cyclone cleaner 

The French ruling is not as 
harsh as one in Belgium last 
year which makes it impossi- 
ble for him to advertise his 
deaner to the Belgians as bag- 
less - its main selling point. 

The French court accused 
Mr Dyson’s company of exag- 
gerating the benefits of 
baglessnessand unpleasantly 
exaggerating the defects of 
competitors. A TV advertising 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 


campaign for the Dual Cydone 
in France last year showed a 
dose-up of the filth, allegedly 
ignored by the conventional 

cleaners, and claim ed contpnfo 

were “pollen, germs, beetle 
excrement, animal far". 

The French appeal court 
said the dust used in the Dyson 
ads was “abnormal" and his at- 
tacks on the opposition were 
excessive and abusive. A sim- 
ilar case, brought by Elec- 
trolux against Dyson in Britain, 
was thrown out this month. 

The French ruling may be- 
came an important test case on 
the rights and wrongs of neg- 
ative, or comparative adver- 
tising in Europe. A European 
Union directive allows such 
advertising from Aprilbat it re- 


mains restricted, or non-exis- 
tent, in several EU countries, 
inducting France. 

Mr Dyson has refused to 
take defeat tying down, buying 
fall-page advertisements in 
French newspapers, using 
herofe terms to describe his 20- 
year battle to establish the 
virtues of his “revolutionary" 
deaner; against the packed 
legal ranks of the competition. 

The man who captured half 
the British market Gn value 
terms) in six years, fearsa cam- 
paign by other vacuum -dean- 
er manufacturers to bar him 
from continental Europe. 

“1 want to show consumers 
how powerful companies try to 
block their smaller competi- 
tors, while at the same time, 
they copy our technology and 
our style," he said. “I am sick- 
ened by these manoeuvres.” 


Electrolux, the Swedish-based, 
European market leader, 
brought the French court case, 
along with Electrolux FUten its 
bag-making subsidiary. The 
Swedish company says the 
Dyson ads were “unethical" 
and Electrolux is considering 
a case against the new ads. 

Mr Dyson’s Dual Cydone is 
not a vacuum deaner. It cre- 
ates a centrifugal sucking ac- 
tion, like a salad-drying 
machine. It does not need a re- 
placeable bag but has a con- 
tainer which must be emptied. 

In adverts, Mr Dyson daims 
•all conventional deaners be- 
come less thorough when a 
new bag is fitted. Dust, he 
says, blocks access holes and 
reduces sucking efficiency. His 
own deaner remains con- 
stantly efficient, he says, how- 
ever full it becomes. The 


French court dedded some 
daims made for the Dual Cy- 
done were reasonable. But 
Dyson overstated the case with 
its attacks on its rivals. First- 
ly. it used dust which was “not 
in conformity with (household) 
norms." Secondly it failed to 
mention that what the con- 
sumer saved on replacement 
bags would be spent on new fil- 
ters for the Dyson machine. 
Thirdly, Dyson had compared 
his £250 model to the low- 
range Electrolux £60 model. 

The court stated: “The op- 
erating method of the Dyson 
company does not simply con- 
sist of extolling the merits of of 
its technical invention but ex- 
tends to denigratory. aggres- 
sive and untruthful compar- 
isons, expressed in a mischie- 
vous tone to attract the con- 
sumer's attention." 


Anger 
at GM 
trials 


changes 


by Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 


SCIENTISTS ON the key com- 
mittee which oversees trials of 
genetically modified crops are 
angry at plans by Environment 
minister Michael Meaeher to 
replace almost all of them at 
once. 

Members of the 13-mcmbor 
Advisory' Committee on Re- 
leases to the Environment 
(Acre' have written to Mr 
Meaeher to protest that his 
plan, leaked lost week, will 
weaken their combined expe- 
rience and expertise. It comes, 
they argue, just as growing 
concern over GM crops :md 
food means that both are more 
important than ever. 

Dr Julian Kinderlercr, of the 
University of Sheffield's biolo- 
gy and biotcrl urology depart- 
ment, who has been on Acre 
since its inception in lUKi. told 
The Independent: “Some of us 
hit the roof when we were told 
about it last week. 

“1 haw written to Mr Meneh ■ 
er to say that there is a differ 
cnee between expertise and 
experience, and wc need to 
have both represented on the 
committee. 

“it is ail very well knowing 
the theoretical analysis of a 
crop’s risks. But you need 
someone who can point out 
that it will be farmed by two 
men pushing a wheelbarrow, 
neither of whom cares about ge- 
netic release." 

Professor Alan Gray, anoth- 
er Acre member, said: “The 
point is that it is a committee 
which deals with science. There 
may be a bias of people from in- 
dustry - but would you prefer 
to fly in an aeroplane designed 
by people with degrees in 
ethics, or aerospace design?" 

Acre is crucial in deciding 
what GM crops are approved 
for trials in Britain, and how 
widely they might be intro- 
duced. 

But its critics contend that it 
has never turned down any 
application for GM crop trials, 
and has refused to consider 
suggestions by English Na- 
ture, the official conservation 
advisers to the Government for 
a moratorium on the commer- 
cial growing of GM crops. 
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Choose the mortgage that s 
right for you. 


Whether you’re moving bouse or want to change your mongage, you should talk to Scottish Widows Bank. 
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Nazi collaborator 

‘relished tyranny’ 


Ben Zion Blustein testified yesterday that he once saw Anthotrf Sawoniuk beat a young Jew Mark St George 


BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

A CHILDHOOD friend of An- 
thony Sawoniuk, the defendant 
in Britain’s first war crimes 
trial, told yesterday how Mr 
Sawoniuk behaved like a “cruel 
lard and master” towards Jews 
in the Second World War 
More than 50 years after 
they played together in the 
streets, Ben Zion Blustein told 
an Old Bailey jury that he once 
overheard fcfrSawuniok saying 
he enjoyed working as a po- 
liceman for the Nazis. “[Before 
the Nazi invasion of Belarus] he 
lived and earned his living from 
the Jews so his relationship 
must have been ail right,” Mr 
Blustein said. “[Afterwards] 
he was to behave <xuelly when- 
ever be wan ted and with whom- 
soever he wanted.” 

Mr Blustein said he once 
watched as Mr Sawoniuk beat 
a young girl after she tried to 



Mr Sawoniuk leaving court yesterday Simone Smith 


smuggle potatoes into the Jew- 
ish ghetto created by the Nazis 
in the centre of Domachevo. 
Later he heard him saying to a 
fellow policeman: “At the mo- 



ne more 


reason 


why thousands 



are 


back to BT 


Local weekend calls cost just lp a minute. 


With BT it costs just lp a minute for local weekend calls. That's all day Saturday and Sunday, every weekend. What’s more, with BTs 
per second billing you only pay for the time you talk (Minimum charge 5p per call.) And if you have BTs Friends & Family and 
Premierline you could save even more money on local calls. To find out more call Freefone 0800 800 800. 




J FAMU* IS NOT AVAILABLE WITH LIGHT USER SO^ME. PRQ*EHUME COSTS « PEK QUAPTEH 


ment, thing s are good for me. 
I want to live the way I wish to.” 

Speaking in Hebrew and ad- 
dressing the court through a 
tr anslator be added: “1 had 
known him since I was nine or 
ten. The school at which I stud- 
ied was close to his house and 
he bred pigeons. 

“As children we used to play 
and run. We bought pigeons 
from him and in the summer 
months we used to go and 
wash in the stream near his 
house ... I used to meet him al- 
most daily” 

Mr Blustein, 76, who now 
lives in Israel, said that within 
days of the Nazis invading Be- 
larus. Mr Sawoniuk volun- 
teered as a police officer. “He 
became a man of power, a mas- 
ter a lord, and I was a Jew, who 
had tafcpn away all rights that 
a person needs in order to sur- 
vive,” he said. 

Mr Blustein was giving evi- 
dence to the jury after it re- 
turned from a visit last week to 
Domachevo, the town in Be- 
larus in which Mr Sawoniuk is 
alleged to have murdered up to 
20 Jews while working as a po- 
liceman during the Nazi occu- 
pation of 1941-44. Mr Sawoniuk, 
77, from south London, denies 
all of the charges. 

Earlier Mr Blustein had out- 
lined the terror of living as a 
Jew in Domachevo once the 


Germans overran the town in 
the summer of 1941. Forced to 

live in a ghetto and wearyeBow 

patches on their chests and 
backs, Jews were subjected to 
curfews, rationing and regular 
beatings. Many were kilted. 

It was so bad thaL “if some- 
one died, people were jealous”, 
he said. 

The first Jew to be murdered 
was shot by the Nazis just 
three days after the invasion, 
Mr Blustein said. The victim’s 
name was Mendel Rubenstein. 

“There was an SS unit and 
they wanted to create terror 
and panic among the Jews.” Mr 
Blustein said when asked why 
the Nazis resorted to murder. 
“After they killed Rubenstein 
they got their hands on a Jew 
called Hershke Grynstein. He 
was a barber They also got hoM 
of his three sons. They shot the 
three sons and they forced the 
father to bury them. 

“When the father started 
throwing earth on to one of his 
sons, one son was still alive and 
he said to his father. ’What are 
you doing?I am still alive.' But 
with beating, they forced the fa- 
ther to bury him.” 

Mr Blustein also told how the 
Naas murdered a leading rabbi 
and 40 of his foQowers. They had 
forced them to load a cart with 
sacks of flour before ordering 
them to pull it towards the 
river. “They shot them all," Mr 
Blustein added 

As the killings continued 
many Jews tried to build hiding 
places in the ghetto. Mr Blus- 
tein said he built a shelter mea- 
suring two metres by one metre 
under the floor of his aunt's 
house, in which four of his fam- 
ily were to later hide. 

Mr Sawoniuk, a former 
British Rail ticket collector is al- 
leged to have assisted the Nazis 
enthusiastically, organising 
“search and kQT operations for 
those who escaped the Nazi 
slaughter of 2£0Q Jews. He is al- 
leged to have fled Domachevo 
in 1944 when toe Red Army 
counter-attacked and forced 
toe Nazis back to Germary. 

The trial continues. 


IN BRIEF 

Hauliers inarch on Westminster 

SCORES OP road haulage firms are threatening to register 
their trucks abroad to avoid “punitive” levels of taxation, 
the Government win be warned today when 1,000 lorry 
drivers are due to march on the Houses of Parliament and 
10 Downing Street in protest at plans to raise taxes in toe 
Budget. The industry believes that 52,000 jobs will be lost 
if tax levels continue rising at their current rata 

Grant-McVicar refused appeal 

TWO COURT of Appeal judges in London yesterday 
dismissed an application for leave to appeal by Russell 
Grant-McVican the son of John McVicar; the former 
armed robber Grant-McVicar, 33, is serving a 15-year jail 
sentence for eight robberies and firearms offences. 

Police dog trainer accepts guilt 

A FORMER police dog tramer has abandoned his appeal 
against convictions for cruelty towards alsatians. Kenneth 


sentenced to four months’ jail in October He was freed on 
bail pending appeal his appeal against sentence continues. 

Balloon flight on schedule 

THE latest British team to attempt to circumnavigate 
toe world in a balloon was flying over Chad in Africa 
yesterday at 25.000ft after re-entering the jet stream. 
Andy Elson and Colin Prescot, the pilots, are on schedule 
to reach central India by Friday. 

Transsexual claims discrimination 

A TRIBUNAL opened in Shrewsbury yesterday with 
toanssexuai Claire Ashton, formerly Constable Tony of 
Shropshh^cOaiming sex discrimination and discrintoation 
under toe Disability Act against West Mercia Police. 

Hunt for youngest fugitive, 10 

A^EARCHwasuntterwaylastnightforaboy 10, thought to 

be Britain s youngest fugitive. He had been due at a youth 

court in Banbuiy, Oxfordshire, on charges of assault ■ 

attempted robbery and possessing an offensive weapon. 


Ingham 
in court 

By Kate watson-smyth 


SIR BERNARD INGHAM, Mar- 
garet Thatcher's former press 
secretary, appeared in court 
yesterday charged with crimi- 
nal damage. 

He Is accused of ca using 
£2,000 of damage to a Mer- 
cedes car belonging to his 
neighbours in Purtey, south 
London, last December 
Sir Bernard, 66, spoke only 
to confirm his details at Croy- 
don magistrates’ court in south 

London. The case was ad- 
journed until 8 March and Sir 
Bernard was granted uncondi- 
tional bail As he left the court 

he said: “I have nothing to say 

You have heard what was said 
m court That is alilwfll be say- 
ing at the moment,” 
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Morgan says 
Welsh ballot 
was rigged 


LABOUR’S MDXBANK officials 
tried to heed off allegations of 
ballot rigging yesterday after 
the unsuccessful candidate in 
the Welsh leadership contest, 
Rhodri Morgan, lodged a formal 
complaint about the way the 
ballot was run. 

Mr Morgan, the MP for 
CanBffWbst, has sent a detailed 
list of complaints to Unity Se- 
curity Balloting Services 
fUSBS), which was appointed 
to oversee the contest 

The controversy, which fol- 
lows three months of bitter 
campaigning, is also set to be 
raised at the next meeting of 
Labour’s ruling national exec- 
utive committee (NEC). 

Mr Morgan, who was beaten 
on Saturday fay Alim Minhapi, 
the Welsh Secretary, in the bat- 
tle to become First Secretary of 
the Wfelsh Assembly said that he 
had serious concerns about the 
ballot of 21,000 party members. 

In a letter passed to The in- 
dependent; the backbencher 
demanded to know why ballot 
papers had been sent out three 
days early without his knowl- 
edge. allowing his opponents a 


By Paul Waugh and 
Andrew Grice 

crucial head-start in the race. 
Letters from MPs supporting 
the Welsh Secretary had mys- 
teriously gone out at the same 
time, he said. Even Anita Gale, 
general secretazy of the Wales 
Labour Party, bad not been in- 
formed by Mfllbank of the 
change of date. 

Mr Morgan also demanded 
to know if USBS had opened 
ballot envelopes to give Mill- 
bank and his opponents an in- 
dication of the resulfa When the 
final results were announced, 
the backbencher won the vote 
among party members fay 65 
per cent to Mr Michael’s 35 per 
cent Mr Morgan demanded to 
know how his opponents were 
able to make an accurate pre- 
diction a week earlier; appar- 
ently discounting the possibility 
of it being an informed guess. 
He claimed therewasaprima 
fade case that information had 
been leaked, perhaps by an in- 
dividual rather than by USBS. 

USBS is one of three semi- 
charitable institutions used for 


ballots. A party political ballot 
does not require the organisers 
to meet statutory standards or 
(»ntn^USBSrefusedtoccan- 
ment and referred all inquiries 
to Labour’s press office. 

A party spokesman said 
there had been no leaks and the 
party had total confidence in 
USBS. “It's pretty pathetic. 
Rhodri was big enough to ac- 
cept the result on Saturday" he 
said. He denied that any ballot 
papers were opened before the 
poll had closed. They were sent 
out early because the printers 
had finished them early. 

However; the use of the 
union block vote to rlineh the 
contest for Mr Michael has an- 
gered many in the Whies party. 
Mr Michael narrowly wan the 
contest fay gaining more sup- 
port among trade unions and 
assembly candidates in 
Labour’s electoral college. 

Mr Morgan said last night: 
“If they can't produce a cate- 
gorical written assurance that 
there was no leak to MHIbank 
and to the Ahm Minhnwi camp, 
then it is a deeply unsatisfac- 
tory situation." 


House prices fall by 3.5% 


it 


HOUSE PRICES in England and 
Wales fell by 3.5 per cent be- 
tween the third and fourth 
quarters of fastyeai; according 
to official figures yesterday. 

Prices in the fourth quarter 
fell in all regions except the 
north of England, which saw a 
3.04 per cent rise, according to 
data from the Land Registry. In 
Greater London prices fell by 
an average of 3.89 per cent 

After an initial boom, most 
prices fell steeply in 
the last quarter of the year as 


By Andrew verity 

a weakening economy caused 
the property market to slow 
down. Ftewer houses were 
bought and sold, with the num- 
ber of transactions foiling fay 14 
percent 

Some traditionally “des res" 
areas suffered price falls over 
the whote year; according to the 
Land Registry. The average 
price of a home in the London 
borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea fell from £289,739 to 


£280,977, while the average 
price in Camden slipped by 
£1,000 to £196,658. Vfear on yean 
the price of the average house 
in England and WSales stOl rose 
by 5.88 per cent, with the 
biggest rises in Greater London 
and the South-east 
Mortgage lenders advised 
caution over the Land Reg- 
istry figures, saying they do not 
take account of seasonal factors 
such as the traditional slow- 
down in the housing market at 
the end of the yean 



Designs that 
are shredded 
and sweet 


Robert Cary- Williams’ Fashion Week show continued his deconstructed take on 
Victorian fashion - above and right - with lashings of latex Peter Macdiarmid 


THERE WERE fire-craekers, 
gunshots and a room full 
of smoke at Robert Cary- 
Williams’ London Fashion 
Week show yesterday. Such 
pyrotechnics were at least 
apposite in the case of this 

particular designer. 

Disenchanted, at the age of 
IS. by the prospect of taking 
over his father’s dairy farm in 
Wiltshire he wasted no time 
signing up with the Army - not 
a move usually associated with 
our fledgling designers. 

From there he went to art 
college in Taunton and then to 
Central Saint Martin's in Lon- 
don where he was in the same 
year as Matthew' Williamson 
and Antonio Berardi. 

Despite the fact that this 
was only Cary-Williams’ second 
collection, the show included a 
rare appearance fay the new 
face of Calvin Klein- Russian- 
born Colette Pechekhonova; 
Azina Wintour of American 
lfapue took pride of place in the 
front row, and Katie Grand of 
Dozed & Confused magazine 
styled the collection. But then 
Cary-Williams is emerging as 
one of London's most promis- 
ing talents - the designer set 
to take over from the likes of 
Berardi. say should he con- 
tinue to show in Milan - as one 
of London's hottest tickets. 

If yesterday's show was 
anything to judge by, however, 
Caiy- Williams has some way to 
go. Held in the former Dior 
store in Conduit Street, any 
chintz had been thrown out to 
be replaced by a catwalk in 
rough wood. The clothes too 
were afar cry from more bour- 
geois Parisienne couture. 

The theme was basically 
Victorian, a continuation of 
Cary-Williams’ debut collec- 
tion and, again, his was a very 
deconstructed take. This is 
not surprising, Cary-Williams 
is, after all, the man who made 
something of a name for him- 
self while still at college by sav- 
ing up to buy designer clothes, 


BY Susannah Frankel 
F ashion Editor 

then slashing Lhem before he 
wore them. 

He likes the fact that some- 
thing creative comes out of de- 
structive tendencies, he says. 
It wasn't long before he set to 
shredding his own designs. 

Despite his aggressive tech- 
nique. his dothes at their best 
ore strangely roman tic. Shred- 



ded underskirts and petticoats 
looked sweet; the normally 
rather severe frock coat in this 
designer's hands, had soft 
edges. Clothes were often held 
together with nothing more 
than huge lengths of zip; pret- 
ty sugar-pink zips. 

What was less successful, 
however, were acres of surgi- 
cal latex- in particular a fig- 
ure distorting body suit. 
Equally. Cary-Williams would 
do well to sew up a few more 
of his seams. 

Worst of all the sheer vol- 
ume of smoke that eventually 
filled the room actually en- 
couraged some members of 
the audience to leave before 
the show had ended. Rimiga- 
tion is not, in the end, what 
fashion needs. 
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On a momentous day for our island race, Blair turns up 


WAS IT Tony Blair’s presence in 
the House yesterday that was 
worthy of note or the absence of his 
absence? 

Being congenitally naive, I had 
fantasised beforehand that the 
Prime Minister might arrive in the 
chamber intent on a triumph of 
Churchillian rhetoric. Having de- 
cided that the moment was ripe to 
commit the nation to monetary 
union, he would produce a speech 
to sway and seduce his larger au- 
dience, all those eavesdroppers 
beyond the hubbub of the parlia- 
mentary mob. The limelight of his- 
tory was playing over this moment 
and the leading man was not going 


to be upstaged by his supporting 
acton Well sketchwriters are prone 
to such foolish daydreams. 

On the evidence of his speech 
about the national changeover plan, 
Mr Blair was there because if he 
hadn't been, everyone would have 
assumed that be was keeping a sec- 
tion of the fence warm for the 
ChanceDoc Yes, it was momentous 
- but it was so in the teeth of Mr 
Blair’s oratory, not because of it 

The Prime Minister is now in the 
position of a man who has an- 
nounced to his children that they 
will be going to Disneyland only if 
the weather is fine, but in the 
meantime he bas decided that it 


would be sensible to book the ferry 
tickets, order some travel cheques, 
and pack the bags into the Votvo. 

“Hooray, we’re going, we’re 
going!" shout the younger and 
more excitable members of the 
family at the news. “No, I haven't 
said that" says Mr Blair solemnly, 
“we will be going only if climatic 
conditions meet my stringent re- 
quirements’’. But even the very 
youngest child knows that after all 
that effort the climatic conditions 
will probably be deemed acceptable, 
even if a freak monsoon bas just 
devastated Dieppe. The sulky 
teenagers who don’t want to go to 
Disneyland at all but would prefer 


THE SKETCH 



plain pointedly about cultural nn- speech was too knockabout and Europhilia were Im- 
perialism or moan about how ex- miscellaneous fe conjure a real ^ _ Kenneth 

pensive the admission charges are, sense of national hazard. first of all welcoming the 

It isn't easy to combat something Cteme ™ change 
so carefully non-committal of Prune Minister s 


THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


to huddle in their bedroom with the 
curtains drawn, see what's up and 
begin to issue urgent whines of 
grievance. The brighter ones com- 


at which paint Mr Blair repeats him- 
self: “I haven't said we’re definite- 
ly going, but it would be s31y not to 
get ready just case we do.” 
William Hague had some suc- 
cesses in his response but nothing 
that quite gelled into a coherent 
alarm for national sovereignly. He 
sent up a maroon at one point with 
a line about Britain being a coun- 
try that had “decided its own des- 
tiny for a thousand years”, a brief 
flare of purple that excited some 
“aahs” of wistful admiration from 
the benches behind him, but his 


course, and Mr Hague has his own 

equivocations to protect, but he 
turned down the opportunities he 
efid have to play on notions of pa- 
triotic loyally. When he had some 
justifiable fim with a Sun article in 
which the Prime Minister had de- 
clared “my love for the pound”, he 
didn’t go through the metaphorical 


door that opened up - the implica- 
tion that Mr Blair is loose in his fi- 


delity to the coin of the realm, not 
above a spot of continental adultery 


of tone" and then Michael Hesdhne. 
urging Mr Blair to create an all- 
party body actively to campaign for 
the euro, a comment cynically in- 
terpreted as a job application by 
several of his colleagues- 

Their speeches didn’t greatly 
thrill either and I suspect that a writ 
tea transcript would capture little of 
the sense of occasion that gripped 
the chamber It wa& as MrBlairl bad 
obviously decided, one of those 
ff mpg when you just had to be there. 


Minister gives 


concessions 


on benefits 


MINISTERS SOUGHT to head off 
a backbench revolt over the 
Government’s radical plans for 
welfare reform yesterday, 
pledging its determination to 
tackle the causes of poverty and 
social exclusion. 

As part of the Government’s 
concessions to critics of its hey 
legislation, Alistair Darling, the 
Secretary of State for Soda! Se- 
curity. announced that the age 

limit fhrymm g rifisahWI rlahning 

invalidity benefit who begin 
training or higher education be- 
fore 20 would be rising to 25. 

“One of the strongest argu- 
ments that disability organisa- 
tions made was that the Bill 
would wrongly penalise dis- 
abled young people who stay on 
after school to go into higher 
education or training. We ac- 
cept that,” Mr Darling said. 

Backbenchers have been 
angered by plans to introduce 
stricter tests for incapacity 
benefit to ensure it is only paid 
to those in “genuine need”. 

Opening the second reading 
debate on the Welfare Reform 
and Pensions Bill Mr Darling 
insisted that the legislation 
would introduce an entirety 


WELFARE REFORM 


By Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter 


new culture into the benefits 
system because it would end the 
dependency culture by making 
work pay. “Of course we will be 
sensitive to people facing par- 
ticular difficulties," he said 

People with disabilities too 
severe for them ever to work 
would never be required to take 
part in the compulsory inter- 
view under the “single gateway” 
to work scheme, Mr Darling 
stressed However; pointing to 
lone parents, he added “But far 
the majority of people to whom 
the gateway does apply, we will 
require them to take part in fur- 
ther interviews." 

Social security ministers 
have been briefing selected 
groups of Labour MPs to avert 
a rebellion over the single gate- 
way programme, hoping to ad- 
dress their concerns during 
the Bill’s committee stage. 

They have also been re- 
minding them of last week’s an- 
nouncement that the 
Government would produce an 
annual audit on actions taken to 


tackle poverty. The first report 

to be published this summer will 
focus on tackling the causes of 
poverty including issues such as 
housing unemployment h ealth, 
education, single mothers and 
the gap between rich and poon 

But Iain Duncan Smith, the 
Tory spokesman on social se- 
curity: attacked Mr Darting for 
having done “nothing" to reduce 
the massive cost of social secu- 
rity spending. Any claimant 
could be exempted from the 
single gateway at the discretion 
of any member of Employment 
Service staffs he said 

Hewent on to attack the Gov- 
ernment’s proposals on pen- 
sions, which would leave250,000 
women worse off The Bill cre- 
ated a “complex nightmare” 
and “massive confusion which 
will hurt the most vulnerable”, 
he said 

Jeremy Corbyn, Labour MP 
for Islington North, complained 
that the Bill was “creating a very 
big market for private pensions 
when the Government could 
be re-funding the state earning- 
related pension scheme to en- 
sure that very good system was 
allowed to continue". 



Betty Boothrqyd. the Speaker; running the role over MPS from the tihree main parties who lost most weight in a sponsored slim. The Mft- - (from right) Harry 
Barnes (Labour), Oliver Heald (Conservative) and Menzies Campbell (Lib Dem) -are pictured with Julie Jameson of Weight Watchers Adrian Brooks 


Labour peers challenge reform 


THE GOVERNMENT was fac- 
ing the first big defeat over 
plans for House of Lords re- 
form last night as its own 
backbench peers warned 
against a weakening of their 
powers. 


LORDS WHITE PAPER 


By Sarah Schaefer 
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Lord Richard, the former 
Lords leader; stressed that the 
purpose of reform should be to 
end the current “virtually 
unicameral system" by im- 
proving the second chamber’s 
legitimacy. 

Speaking during resumed 
debate on the White Paper on 
reform, tbe Labour peer; who 
initiated the reform process 
before he was replaced by 
Baroness Jay last summer; 
added: “Perhaps if Viscount 
Cranbome and I had been left 
alone, who knows what might 
have happened? 

“There it is, we are all pris- 


oners of our parties, to some 
extent” 

Lord Cranbome was sacked 
as Opposition leader in the 
Lords fay William Hague after 
he secretly negotiated a deal 
with Lord WeatheriH chair- 
man of the crossbenchers, to re- 
tain 91 hereditary peas beyond 
stage one of reform. 

Opening the debate. Lord 
Cranbome echoed Lord 
Richard’s concern that Lord 
Wakeham should not accept 
the “by now notorious" passage 
in the Government’s White 
Paper fifing for significantly 
reduced powers for the Lords. 

“If the House of Lords in its 
reformed state is to perform 
that essential and urgent ser- 


vice for the Commons, its 
composition must above 
all command universal 
authority and respect, and be 
independent” 

The Lords did not make 
more lhan “peripheral” amend- 
ments to Bills and its present 
form stopped peers from 
rejecting key legislation be- 
cause they did notbelieve they 
had the standing or authority to 
do so - “because of our 
composition”. 

He added: “We will need to 
use our existing powers to the 
full from time to in a re- 
formed House ifweare to have 
any chance of frightening the 
Commons or holding the Gov- 
ernment to account effectively” 


Lord Cranbome accused 
ministers of having wanted 
until recently to stop reform 
after voting and sitting rights of 
faereditaries were abolished. 

“I suspect if you needed any 
more evidence of that feet the 
rushed nature of the White 
Paper and the last-minute ap- 
pointment of the Royal Com- 
mission membership are 
evidence enough to support 
that contention. 

“They hoped that, when 
forced to reverse that con- 
tention during negotiations that 
took place in the latter part of 
last year; they could achieve the 
same objective by a fast stitch- 
up of a Royal Commission,” he 
said. 


Plea for cannabis ‘No progress on 
on prescription green taxes’ 


A LABOUR backbencher will 
urge ministers today to allow 
doctors to prescribe cannabis 
for medical purposes. 

Paul Flynn, the MP for New- 
port Wbst, will argue that suf- 
ferers of illnesses such as 
multiple sclerosis, Aids and 
cancer should be able to use the 
drug to reduce pain. 

While the Government had 
given permission for cannabis 
to undergo laboratory tests to 
see if it could be licensed as a 
medicine, research would take 
at least five years, he will say. 

“The tens of thousands of 
multiple sclerosis. Aids and 
cancer sufferers should not 
have to wait that long for a nat- 
ural medicine which has been 
used by millions of people for 
thousands of years. They want 
the medicine of their choice 
now so they can get pain relief 
so that they can get a good 


DRUG DEBATE 


BY Sarah Schaefer 


night's sleep, or so they can stop 
feeling nauseous from the side- 
effects of chemotherapy.” 

Mr Fl ynn said cannabis lgmg 
prescribed until 1973 “without 
difficulties”, while heroin and 
cocaine can be legally pre- 
scribed. Doctors would be al- 
lowed to prescribe cannabis 
as an unlicensed medicine, but 
would have to state the amount 
and name the patient. 

Mr Flynn’s 10-minute rule 
Bill has little chance of be- 
coming law. A Home Office 
spokesman said: “Patient safe- 
ty remains the top priority. 
Cannabis should not be treat- 
ed aay differently to anything 
else which is reputed to have 
therapeutic properties and has 
to be put through proper li- 
censing procedures.” 


THE TREASURY has made no 
progress in developing much- 
needed green taxes to boost the 
environment, an influential 
Commons committee has said. 

A critical report published 
yesterday by the Environmen- 
tal Audit Select Committee 
call e d on the Chancellor to use 
ne x t month 's Budget to end tax 
breaks for company cars and 
give a dear signal on energy 
taxes for business. 

The MPs said that Gordon 
Brown's pre-Budget report last 
year made no start in using in- 
formation from other Whitehall 
departments to achieve enri- 
«»™enfcalty sustainabte growth. 

John Prescott’s Department 
of the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions has worked up 
a range of green policies, but 

the committee was dismayed 
titot the Treasury had failed to 

treat the issues seriously. The 


environment 


By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 


MPs called on Mr Brown to con- 
sider taxes on pesticide use, the 
creation of a Green Taxes Com- 
mission, and changes to bus 
fuel duty to make public trans- 
port cheaper 

_ Crucially, the Treasury bad 
foiled to give a dear response 

to recommendations from Lord 
Marshall of Knightsbridge that 
a “carbon tax" for business 


should be introduced by the 
Government It had also failed 
to give fun weight to concerns 

about the “perverse” system of 

company car taxation, whidi re- 
warded drivers who docked 
up more miles. 

John Horam, chairman of 
the committee, said; “The Gov- 
ernment’s rhetoric is 
matched by the reality." 


not 
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Gas safety move 

LANDLORDS WHO install 
potentially lethal gas 
appliances should face 
tougher penalties. Labour 
backbenchers demanded. 
Eraser Kemp, the MP for 
Houghton and Washington 
East, introduced a Fuel 
Safety Bill aimed at 
preventing carbon monoxide 
poisoning, caused by leaking 
gas fumes. 


The House 



Today’s Agenda 


Commons 2.30pm; 
Northern Ireland questions; 
Prime Minister’s questions; 
Social Security Contributions 
(Transfer of Functions) B31 
Rating evaluation) Bill 
remaining stages; short 


debate on backdating war 
pensions. 

Lords 2UJ0pm: 

Debate on Good Friday 
Agreement; debate on 
shortages of armed forces 
manpower; Sea Fisheries 
(Shellfish) (Amendment) 
Bin, third reading. National 
Assembly for Wales 
(Representation of the 
People) Order: 


Brandy butter 

FOLLOWING DISCUSSIONS 
with the European 
Commission and other EU 
states, British producers 
will be allowed to continue 
making British brandy 
butter in the traditional 
way, the Agriculture 
minister; Jeff Rooker, 
announced. 


Questions 

and 

Answers 
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GM research 

THE GOVERNMENT fa 
Spending £500,000 a year on 
research into the risks and 
potential impact of 
genetically modified 
organisms on the 
environment, junior 
Environment minigtop. Alan 
Meale, disclosed. 
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New law 
threatens 
all mink 
farms 


FUR FARMING will be outlawed 
in Britain in three years’ time 
if Parliament passes a private 
member's BUI unveiled yes- 
terday by the Labour MP Maria 
Eagle. 

The Bill, which has all-party 
support and the backing of the 
Government, as well as that of 
the RSPCA and other animal 
welfare bodies,, would mpim 
the end for Britain's 13 re- 
maining mini: farms. 

The conditions in which 
mink are kept and slaughtered 
- highlighted last year by re- 
leases of mink by animal liber- 
ation activists- are now widely 
considered unacceptable. Mink 
are not domesticated, but are 
forced to live in small ra ges. 
Many show symptoms of ex- 
treme stress before being 
gassed and skinned. 

The six-clause BQl proposes 
that it be a criminal offence to 
keep ary animals far slaughter 
or for breeding, where the sole 
or primary purpose is to obtain 
the value of their fin; punishable 
by a fine of up to £20,000. 
The remaining mmV farmers 
are likely to be offered com- 


By Michael McCarthy 
Environment Correspondent 

pensation. Between 100,000 and 
150,000 young mink, or “kits”, 
are slaughtered on farms each 
year for their pelts. 

Ms Eagle's Bill is fikely to be 
successful, unless it is deliber- 
ately sabotaged Even then, the 
Government might provide par- 
liamentary tirnn» n as it is com- 
mitted to abolishing fur 
fanning “The Government has 
m a de dear its intentions to 
end fur farming as soon as 
practicable,” said the form an- 
imal welfare minister, Elliot 
Moriey. The Bin is published to- 
morrow and its second reading 
is set for 5 March. 

Although compensation for 
for formers was not legally 
necessary, Ms Eagle said, it 
should be provided where they 
would lose their hvefihood. 

Ms Eagle, MP for Liverpool 
Garston, said only 10 MPs had 
for&nns in their constituencies 
and she had talked to most of 
than, with a “positive response”. 

She had impressive all-party 
support yesterday, and was 



A caged mink. Animal liberation activists say mink in captivity exhibit signs of ‘severe stress’ 


flanked at her presentation by 
Jackie Ballard, Liberal Demo- 
crat MP for Taunton, and Tim 
Loughton, Conservative MP 
for Worthing East Mr 
Laughton said: “The for farm- 
ing industry or what is left of it 
is not exactly something we 
want to be proud to be British 
about It realty has no place in 
this country in 1999.” 


Mark Glover, campaigns di- 
rector of the pressure group 
Respect for Animals, said he 
had seen highly stressed be- 
haviour arrwwig mink, inrinrimg 
self-mutilation and cannibal- 
ism, on “every for fennlVe had 
the misfortune to look at”. 

The RSPCA’s acting chief 
veterinary officer; Chris Lau- 
rence, said: “It is impossible to 


recreate a mink’s natural free- 
roaming environment in fur 
forms.” 

The Bill was also endorsed 
by Alan Clark, the former Tory 

minister and arnmnl tcrifarp. an. 

tivist He said: “This is a break- 
through, but I would like to 
think it can be but a stage in a 
move towards a lot of other leg- 
islation... there are many other 


fields where animals are ex- 
ploited and have pain inflicted 
on them for profit” 
Meanwhile, four Spanish and 
Italian models yesterday strip- 
ped to make an anti-for protest 
beneath the statue of Eros in 
Piccadilly Circus, London. The 
stunt, organised by Peta - Peo- 
ple for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals -was intended to com- 


Respectjbr Animals 


muni cate an anti-fur message 
to a European audience during 
London Fashion Week. 

Organisers had installed a 
giant bed beneath the statue. 
The models quickly stripped off 
to nothing but their briefs, de- 
spite a temperature of 6C 143F). 
They then joined hands to 
bounce up and down on the bed, 
chanting: “Fur out, love in”. 


At last a reason to jog - it makes your brain bigger 


A regular jog around the 
block might increase a per- 
son's intellectual performance, 
according to a study showing 
that brain cells proliferate after 
bouts of running. 

Research revealed that 
caged mice that had access to 
running wheels had better de- 
veloped hippocampi, the region 
of the brain known to be in- 


By Steve Connor 
S cience Editor . 

volved in l earning and memo- 
ry. Scientists who carried out 
the research at the Salk Insti- 
tute for Biological Studies in La 
joOa, California, cannot explain 
the findings but suggest they 
aright also appty to humans. 

“If you want to answer that. 


you’re going to have to do some 
experiments in humans... 
More people in my lab have 
started running ance we found 
this result,” sad FYed Gage, the 
leader of the research team. 

Brain tissue is renowned for 
being unable to regenerate it- 
selfif damaged but recent stud- 
ies in mice and monkeys have 
shown that cells within the hip- 


pocampus have the ability to 
proliferate in the adult animaL 

Dr Gage has shown previ- 
ousty that the beam cells of mice 
firing in cages with lots of toys 
are more likely to survive for 
longer than in animals with less 
enriched environments. 

His latest research showed 
that mice who ran on a wheel 
regularly experienced more 


brain cell proliferation than 
mice that did not “The differ- 
ence was striking and because 
we now know that human 
brains also make new cells, it 
just might be that running or 
other vigorous exercise stimu- 
lates brain cell production in 
people as well,” Dr Gage said. 

The next stage is to assess 
whether the mice are smarter 


as a result “It seems reason- 
able to think they might be -the 
new cell growth takes place in 
the hippocampus... And the 
enritfoed -environment mice in 
previous studies performed 
better on learning tests.” 

The findings, reported in the 
journal Nature Neurogenesis, 
could have serious implica- 
tions for people at risk of de- 


veloping brain disorders such 
as Alzheimer's, which is con- 
sidered to result from the per- 
manent loss of brain cells. 

But it is not just any exercise 
that produced the effect When 
mice were forced to swim, the 
effect on brain cell proliferation 
was not detected, indicating 
the voluntary nature of the 
phenomenon. 


Drunk 

patients 

disturb 

hospital 

BY Kate Watson-Smyth 


HOSPITAL PATIENTS are to be 
forced to sign written pledges 
of good behaviour or face being 
thrown out Staff at some inner- 

city hospitals are becoming in- 
creasingly concerned about 
patients who drink on the 
wards or even slip out to the 
pub and come back drunk. 

There is particular concern 
at the Royal Liverpool Hospital 
where patients have left the 
premises to buy drugs or com- 
mit other crimes. The hospital 
is now drawing up a series of 
contracts, telling patients that 
they must adhere to the rules. 
The Bart’s and London Hospi- 
tal is also in the process of draw- 
ing up contracts to protect staff 
from abusive patients and their 
relatives. 

Tbnv Lee. head of opera- 
tions at the Royal Liverpool, 
said: “Patients can be trouble- 
some, abusive, use foul lan- 
guage and not co-operate with 
their treatments. There is a big 
problem with them just leaving 
the hospital without telling staff 
and for all we know they might 
be lying in a ditch somewhere." 

Mr Lee said the problems 
centred on a minority of pa- 
tients who would be asked to 
sign the contracts on the rec- 
ommendation of medical staff. 

“If they do not comply with 
their medical treatment then 
one option could be to dis- 
charge them. We are aware of 
the medical implications of that 
but we also have a duty of care 
towards other patients and our 
staff,” said Mr Lee. 

A spokeswoman for the Bart’s 

and London said there had been 
problems with patients and rel- 
atives being abusive to staff. 
“The contracts will explain the 
behaviour we expect from them 
and in return the level of care 
they can expect from us. If we 
receive a complaint about a pa- 
tient we will go and see them 
with the contract and ask them 
to sign it Of course if it is a ques- 
tion of the patient’s mental 
health then ifs a different issue." 



When did you last 


Ptfitftwril 


get the chance 



to choose 
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This is not an advertisement about what 
Fujitsu sell. 

It’s an advertisement about what people 
choose to buy. 

And why. 

Because, m the last six months alone, 
people have chosen to buy seventy per cent 
more Fujitsu PCs, Notebooks and Servers than 
ever before. Making us one of Europe’s fastest 
growing computer companies as well as foe 
fourth largest IT company in the world.* 

U isn't an Kddent. 

Eveiy year, we invest at least ten per cent 
of our revenue in research and development. 

So there’s a Fujitsu PC Notebook and 
Server for every kind of use and for every 
kind of user. 

All conceived, designed and built to work 
hard, and to run economically. 

Which, experience seems to prove, fc just 
exactly what people want 
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Taxpayer to fund tattoo removal 


UNEMPLOYED PEOPLE will 
have tattoos removed at the tax- 
payer’s expense as part of the 
New Deal back- to -work initia- 
tive. An 18-month pilot project 
has been set up in Coventry by 
the city careers service, coun- 
cil, employment service and 
chamber of commerce. 

Under the scheme, which 
has received £2m from the Gov- 
ernment, job seekers over 25 
will be given money to have tat- 
toos removed if it is deemed 
necessary, according to the 
project m an a ger; Louise Proc- 
tor: “We are trying to tacMe the 
barriers that they may face 
and take an individual ap- 
proach. In some instances peo- 
ple have had a tattoo in the past 
and regret it now. Employers in 
some instances may turn them 
down because of a tattoo.” 

Dawn Downham had such 
an experience. Ms Downham. 
from Battersea, south London, 
has tattoos on the side of her 
neck, down her arms, the back 
of her hands and down her 


by Cathy comerpord 
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Before she had visible tat- 
toos she had worked in two 
London department stores. But 
when she went for a sales job 
in a skateboard shop last week 
she was told for the first time 
her tattoos were a problem. 

“1 had never experienced 
prejudice before,” she said. “I 
have lots of retail experience. 
The manager told me he want- 
ed me for the job but he would 
have to discuss my appear- 
ance with his retail manager By 
the time I got home I was furi- 


Pa ula Yates displaying her 
skin adornment 

ous. If it had been about the 
colour of my skin, there would 
be laws to protect me” 

Martin Skinner; a social psy- 
chologist and lecturer in psy- 
chology at Warwick University, 
said: “It is very in-your-face, 
which may be how they felt at 
the time. But not all tattoos are 
aggressive People may be put 
off them because of the asso- 
ciations they make. Even an or- 
nate butterfly mi gh t suggest 
something about self-inflicted 

pain , which is an impteagantas - 

sodation. People might find it 
uncomfortable to see.” 

Tattoo artists are the first to 
acknowledge that many people 
- the quoted figure is 75 per 
cent -eventually regret having 
a tattoo. Martin Clark, of New 


Wave Tbttoo Studio, in Muswell 
Hill, north London, said: “If a 
prettyyoung girl comes fa here 
and says she wants a tattoo on 
her face, we would say no. You 
have got to live wife peopte lock- 
ing at you all the time. Some 
people with total face tattoos 
have emkd up mentally QL You 
are treated like a freak.” 

Nevertheless, an influx of 
artedlege students into tat- 
tooing has helped to turn the 
practice into an art form en- 
dorsed by models and other 
c efebri t ies , Gallagher and 
Patsy Kensit had “his” and 
“hers” done when they married, 
while Melanie Chisholm, aba 
Sporty Spice, restarted the 
craze among schoolchildren 
for stick-on transfers copying 
the Cel tic-design tattoo on her 
arm. 

SaUyftitz, editor of the mag- 
azine Skin Deep, said: “Over 
the last 10 to 20 years some vay 
creative people have come into 
the tattoo world- Better equip- 
ment and inks ... have brought 
more colours and there are 
now custom designs. Years ago 
you went into a shop and said, 
Til have number 25*.” 

The Celtic patterns that 
were de rigneur three or four 
years ago have now been re- 
placed as the most popular 
motif by plain black tribal de- 
signs derived from Maori facial 
markings 

The pop star Robbie 
Williams opted for this when he 
spent three hours this month 
having his life story tattooed 
down bis arm. 


Famously Illustrated People 


Johnny Depp had "Winona 
Forever" on his arm for 
girlfriend actress Winona 
Ryder. They split up 

Kate IMoss. the next love 
in Depp's life, has a 
swallow on her shoulder 

Brigitte Nielsen has a 
tribute to boyfriend Mark 
Gastineau on her bottom 
Pamela Anderson had 
"Tommy” on her wedding 
ring finger for her husband. 
She had it changed to 
"Pammy" after they split 



Sporty Spice, Melanie 
Chisholm, of the Spice 
Girls has a Celtic design on 
her arm and stomach 

Barbie (the doll), in her 
new Nineties version has a 
stomach tattoo, a la Sporty. 


She also came with extra 
replaceable ones 

Madonna this year sported 
henna tattoos on her hands 

Melanie Blatt of All Saints 
has a black tribal dragon 
down her side 

Shaznay also in All Saints 
has a tribal sun on the back 
of her shoulder 

UI ilka Joitsson has three 
crowns on one ankle and a 
Tasmanian Devil on her 
bottom 



Tattoo devotee Big John of Edinburgh. The Government is paying for job seekers to have tattoos removed 


against 

brain bug 


BY JEREMY L/lTBASCE 
Health Editor — 

A NEW test for meningitis, 
which can identify the strain of 
the fatal disease within minutes 
instead of days, could help the 
battle against it scientists said 
yesterday. 

By learning immediately 
what strain of meningitis a vic- 
tim is suffering from, doctors 
will be able to tell whether it us 
linked with other cases m the 
neighbourhood and whether 
v accina tion or other measures 
are necessary. . 

At present, suspected vic- 
tims of meningitis and their im- 
mediate contacts arc given 
antibiotics as soon as possible 
to stop the disease in its tracks. 
However, this has made it dif- 
ficult to identify the organism 
responsible before it is killed by 
the drugs. .. 

The new test, developed by 
scientists at Cardiff University 
and the University of Wales 
College of Medicine, can be 
conducted on a blood sample 
taken at the same time as the 
antibiotics are given. 

Trials of the test conducted 
at five hospitals in Britain over 
the past year have proved it is 
superior to traditional culture 
techniques and is cheaper than 
DNA testing. Because the di- 
agnosis can be made from a 
blood sample, it avoids the 
need for a painful and some- 
times dangerous lumbar punc- 
ture (extracting spinal fluid 
through a needle pushed into 
the spine) which can be done 
only in hospital. 

■ The National Meningitis 
Thist has dismissed its five 
paid regional fund-raisers and 
intends to use volunteers. The 
trust, which expects to raise 
£L5m this year; said the move 
was based on a “business case” 
but it was criticised by Dr 
Marion Evans, public health 
consultant in South Wiles, for 
its “poor timing”. Meningitis 
cases are running at their high- 
est level for 50 years and South 
Wiles has had 20 cases and five 
deaths this winter 
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Legal profession: Regulatory body comes under fire for its handling of complaints about malpractice 

Complaints swamp 
the Law Society 
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Johnny Collins outside the Law Society offices in the City of London: They’ve destroyed my life* Mark ChUvers 

Solicitors sued’ 
over client’s 
lost £500,000 


AN INDEPENDENT agency 
may be established to police the 
legal profession in response to 
increasing criticism about the 
way the Law Society is handling 
self-regulation. 

Martin Mears, a former 
president of the Law Society 
and a prominent critic of its self- 
pol irin g. said yesterday: “There 
has been so much criticism of 
the Office for the Supervision of 
Solicitors [OSS) over the past 
12 months and it all just 
bounces off them.” 

The OSS - the society's reg- 
ulatory wing - investigates 
lawyers accused of malpractice. 
But it is having problems in cop- 
ing with the -10.000-plus com- 
plaints lodged every year. 
Leaked documents reveal that 
last year, the OSS had a 5,000- 
file backlog and that the aver- 
age completion time for a case 
was 27 weeks. Its quarterly re- 
sults revealed it had failed to 
meet most of its targets. 

The society says delays were 
caused by the flooding last year 
of the OSS's Leamington Spa 
headquarters. Nearly 2,000 files 
had to be dried out, it said 

The crux for the OSS will 
come in June when the legal 
services ombudsman. Ann 


By Paul lashmar and 
James Oliver 

Abraham, makes her annual re- 
port Last year’s report said the 
OSS needed to improve “sig- 
nificantly". In a letter Iasi week 
to Chris Smith MR who is act- 
ing for a constituent. Ms Abra- 
ham said it would be 
“premature" to comment so feu- 
in advance of publication. But, 
she said, it would “be more than 
probable that 1 will hare to re- 
port that the OSS has failed to 
make the necessary progress". 

The National Consumer 
Council’s head of legal policy. 
Marlene Winfield, has already 
called for a review of the Law 
Society's policing powers and 
the establishment of an inde- 
pendent agency. “The roles of 
trade union and regulator are 
incompatible and Law Society 
rules are neither tough nor 
specific enough." she said. 

The Scottish Consumer 
Council is seeking an indepen- 
dent body to take over policing 
and regulation from the Law 
Society of Scotland. 

The Government has be- 
come frustrated with the Law 
Society's performance. In the 
Immigration and Asyium Bill 



O’Brien: Home Office has 
warned lawyers* group 

which was debated in the 
House of Commons on Monday, 
there are new powers for the 
Home Office to regulate solic- 
itors. The move follows exten- 
sive complaints about the Law 
Society failing to crack down on 
solicitors running legal aid im- 
migration rackets. 

Michael O'Brien, the Home 
Office Immigration minister 
and a solicitor, said that after 
tense negotiations last year, 
the Home Office had extracted 
a promise from the Law Soci- 


ety to take tough action. “I 
don’t want to use the phrase 
'supping at last-chance saloon' 
because it’s hackneyed But 
the Home Office have essen- 
tially done :i deal will) the Law 
Society. We have actually sad. 
'.All right, we will lake powers in 
the Bill but if you don't do iL we 
win do if. The Law Society hare 
given us a commitment . I Uiink 
if they put the resources into it 
and lure IheeumtnitinenL they 
are able to deliver." 

in an attempt to still criti- 
cism. the t MSS List week closed 
two solicitors' linns accused of 
milking legal aid funds in .isv- 
lum cases. The Law Society is 
also to launch an accn ‘dibit ton 
scheme tor solicitors conduct 
ing asylum eases. 

The society says it is re 
viewing self- regulation \ 
spokesman. David O'Neill said 
’The main issues for the OSS. 
and the main source of com 
plaints, has actually been about 
the liandling of complaints over 
poor service. But things arc on 
the table and ideas are Iiemg 
put forward. It Is a bit too early 
for me to say what is going to 
come out. whether there are 
any preferred models, but peo- 
ple are thinking big." 


JOHNNY COLLINS, a pension eg 
begins what promises to be a 
landmark case today when his 
lawyers issue a writ against 
thej Law Society. His legally 
aided claim against the Law So- 
ciety's complaints department, 
the Office for the Supervision of 
Solicitors (OSS>, is for £100,000 
in damages for taking the wrong 
dedaon in his case 10 years ago. 

According to 68-yeanold Mr 
Collins, of north London; ‘They 
have 1 destroyed my life by the 
way they’ve carried on, the Law 
SodetyandacfidKHiestsdidtOE” 

MrCoDins’ complaint has its 
origin^ in the late Eighties when 
he became involved in a golf- 
course development in Spain 
anduSedasohidtoi; JobnBreb- 
ner; now living in Spain. Mr 
Colling gave Mr Brebner 
£500,000 to pass on to one of Mr 
Coffins’ other two main partners. 
The money disappeared - and 
Mr Brebner refused to say 
where it had gone. 

Mr Collins wrote to the Law 
Society and its complaints de- 
partment saying that Mr Breb- 
ner had refused to disclose 
where the money had gone, and 
that the solicitor had been work- 
ing not just for him but for an- 
other partner in the deal, 
resulting in a conflict of interest 

Mr Collins’ current solicitor 
Des Collins (no relation), says 
of Mr Brebner’s refusal to ac- 
count for the money : “It was a 
blatant bread) of all rules of 
professional conduct'’. 

But in 1989, when Johnny 
Collins contacted the Law 


Society, it (fid not see things that 
way. In April 1991, the com- 
plaints bureau concluded: “Mr 
Brebner is not under any pro- 
fessional obligation to provide 
the information demanded." 

. Afteryears of pressure from 
Mr Collins, in 1996 the OSS 
asked W O Bcyes, secretaiy of 
the North East London Law So- 
ciety to take another look. Mr 
Boyes concluded: T agree that 
it has oat been satisfactory 7 ’ He 
found “dearly a suspicion of 
dishonesty”, aod said that if the 
complaints bureau had asked to 
see the file of the case “at an 
early stage, examination of 
the file might have been able to 
establish the relevant fects”. 

Separately Johnny Collins 
sued Mr Brebner in the High 
Court In 1998 he won. The judge 
ruled that MrBreboer's actions 
constituted a fraud and award- 
ed Mr Collins £130.000 dam- 
ages. Mr Brebner is appealing. 

The OSS commissioned an j 
independent report on the han- 
dling of the case and. in 1996. ad- 
mitted that Mr Collins' i 
criticism “is home out by the 
facts”. However; the Law Soci- 
ety has refused to offer Mr 
Co Dins compensation. In an 
almost unique case he is to sue 
the Law Society. 

“I think it is unbelievable that 
after 10 years the Law Society 
have refused to offer any com- 
pensation whatsoever; despite 
admitting they got it wrong,” 
Des Collins said yesterday. 

Paul Lashmar and 
James Oliver 
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Europe’s carnivores vanishing fast 


5 By Michael McCarthy 
« Environment Correspondent 


HUMAN PREJUDICES wfll de- 
termine whether Europe’s 
large carnivores, its bears, 
lynxes and wolves, continue to 
survive through the coming 
century, the Wbrid Wide Rind 
for Nature said yesterday. 

People's views of the conti- 
nent’s top predators, which are 
often negative because of 
myths, children's stories and 
exaggerated fears, will pose 
the greatest threat to their sur- 
vival as they come increasing- 
ly into contact with human 
populations, the fund said. The 
charity was launching a new 
campaign to save five top car- 
nivores, which were once wide- 
spread in Europe but are now 
increasingly threatened. 

One. the Iberian lynx, is the 
world's most endangered cat 
species with fewer than 800 left 
Its relative the Eurasian lynx is 
down to 7,000 while the wolver- 
ine. a large relative of the 
weasel is down to 300 in Europe 
with another 1,500 in Russia. 
The brown bear and the grey 
wolf are the other two species 
on the WWF’s list 

“Large carnivores elicit 
strong emotions and their man- 
agement is more socio-political 
than biological" said a WWF 
consultant, Dr Alistair Bath. 
“The key element to their re- 
covery is whether people are 
willing to share space with 
them." 

The fund points out that 
while the plight of Asia's tigers 
is well known, the threats fac- 
ing Europe's equivalent ani- 
mals have received much less 



Eurasian lynx {Lynx lynx} Iberian lynx {Lynx pcfrdinus) 


Brown bear [Ursus arctos) j Grey wolf. (Cools iupas) Wolverine [Gulo gulo) 



Europe's biggest wild cat, more 
than three feet long. Feeds on roe 
deer, chamois and reindeer and also 
birds and hares. Mainly a forest 
animal. Has no natural enemies and 
can live for up to 1 7 years. 


Smaller (half the size), of the 
Eurasian lynx, found only in Spain 
and Portugal. Main prey is rabbits 
but it will also feed on small deer, 
rodents and birds. Habitat is scrub 
interspersed with open areas. 


Europe's largest predator, but not 
generally a good hunter. Feeds on 
young moose or livestock but also 
nuts, fruit or insects. Adult males 
weigh up to 6001b. Hibernates for 
between three and seven months. 


Wolves are social animals, living in 
packs with strong bonds in marked 
territories. Opportunistic feeders 
but often cake deer. They prey on 
livestock less than is supposed by 
fanners. 


The largest member of the stoat 
and weasel family, it looks like a 
small bear and lives in the forests or 
the far north. Preys on hares, 
rodents and deer. Very large home 
ranges: up to 1 .500 square km. 


Range 


Once distributed across continent, 
survives in scattered populations in 
France. Italy, Germany, with a 
continuous population across Nordic 
countries and into Russia. Thought 
to be 7.000 left. 


The most threatened cat species in 
the world, it is thought to be down 
to fewer chan 800 animals in the 
wild. It is now found only in small 
isolated pockets of the Spanish and 
Portuguese countryside. 


The most widespread bear in the 
world. living also in Asia and North 
America. About 14.000 in Europe, 
mainly In the Carpathian mountains 
and in Scandinavia. Another 36,000 
in Russia. 


Once spread around the northern 
hemisphere, exterminated from much 
of central and northern Europe ini 9th 
century but starting to recover. Found 
in Iberia. Italy; bigger numbers in the 
Balkans, Romania and Roland. 


Now very scarce in Europe, confined 
to central and northern Norway. 
Sweden. Finland and northern Russia, 
with just 2,000 animals estimated to 
be left in the wild. Once ranged 
much farther south, as far as Poland. 



Habitat loss; hunting; traffic 
accidents. 


Habitat loss, hunting and road deaths, 
and decline of rabbits. 


Forest clearance; hunting: poaching 
for bear parts for Asian medicine. 


Hunting by farmers; poaching: 
habitat fragmentation. 


Legal hunting and poaching: human 
encroachment on habitat. 


publicity. Habitat destruction 
and the loss of prey species 
have contributed to their de- 
cline and today maqy occupy 
fragmented landscapes, domi- 
nated by humans. 

The Iberian lynx, for exam- 


ple, is confined to about ten iso- 
lated pockets of Spain and Por- 
tugal. “If current trends 
continue, the Iberian lynx will 
probably disappear in the first 
half of the 2lst century," said a 
lynx expert, Pablo Ferreras, of 


Spain’s Estadon Biologica de 
Donana. “This would be a huge 
embarrassment for Europe, 
since it would represent the 
world’s first well-documented 

grHnctinn of a wild felid [cat] 
species." 


The rampflign aims to chal- 
lenge ancient prejudices and 
help to fund projects that sup- 
port the peaceful coexistence of 
people and predators. 

It believes public support is 
urgent as wolves, for examp le. 


once ert p rmfnaferi throughout 
much of western Europe, are 
be ginning to return to old 
haunts in France. Switzerland 
and Germany. 

In other areas there is con- 
tinuing human-animal conflict 


involving file brown bear, the 
lynx and the wolverine. 

“We are at a crucial time in 
history" said William Pratesl 
the project's co-ordinator. “We 
have the opportunity to exploit 
nature or we can coexist with 


it and leave our children the op- 
portunity to see large carni- 
vores in the wild." 

The campaign will also high- 
light the still-fragile recovery 
Britain's two biggest carni- 
vores, file otter and the polecat 



Suicide toll higher 
than road deaths 


SUICIDE HAS overtaken road 
accidents as the main cause of 
death among young men in 
some parts of Britain and is now 
one of the country's biggest 
public health problems, a for- 
mer government chief med- 
ical officer said yesterday. 

Sir Donald Acheson, who 
chaired a government inquiry 
into the health gap between rich 
and poor published last year; 
said badly educated young 
men hit by unemployment were 
at greatest risk: Those in social 
class V were four times more 
likely to take their own lives 
than those in social L 

“If you look at public health 
problems as a whole, suicide in 
young men, and in particular in 
young unskilled mpn, is one of 
the most important public 
health problems of our time. It 
is the tip of a huge iceberg of 
misery in our society.” 

Sir Donald was speaking at 
file launch of a campaign to cut 
the suicide rate by encouraging 
young people, especially young 
men, to seek help with their 
misery. Posters wfll be distrib- 
uted across the country by the 
Doctor Patient Partnership, 
which is organising file cam- 
paign with the Samaritans and 
the Men’s Health Forum. 

The campaign was launched 
the day after a 15-year-old boy 
at Elton School Nicholas Tay- 
lor; was found hanged in his 
room. A post-mortem exami- 
nation was done yesterday. 


By Jeremy Laurance 
H ealth Editor 


Suicide rates among young 
men aged 15 to 24 rose 80 per 
cent between 1980 and 1992. Al- 
though they have since de- 
clined slightly in 1996 suicide 
was still 55 per cent above its 
level in 1983, claiming 1,000 
lives a year in this age group. 
Three-quarters of all suicide 
cases are men. Among those 
aged 15 to 24 who kill them- 
selves, four-fifths are men. 

Simon Armson, chief execu- 
tive of file Samaritans, said: “It 
is anyone's guess why people kill 
themselves. There are probably 
as many reasons as suicides 
themselves but we need to un- 
derstand the causes better." 

The traditional male atti- 
tude to despair -to maintain a 
stiff upper Bp at all times - con- 
tributed to the tragedy of sui- 
cide. “That stiff upper lip is 
continuing to prevail It has soft- 
ened a little bit but we have a 
long way to go before young 
men in particular feel com- 
fortable about talking about 
them problems.” 

Mr Annson said the pres- 
sure to succeed in the modern 
world, competing against great 
odds, imposed a heavy price. 
Changing gender roles and file 
increase in women taking 
men's jobs also caused confu- 
sion for some men, adding to 
their burdens. “Our view is 
that we have to reach out to 


people to tell them how vitally 
important it is to talk about and 
share feelings and put them in 
context" Mr Annson said. 

More than four milli on calls 
a year are made to the Samar- 
itans but toe fastest growing de- 
mand for help is via e-mail the 
contact method favoured by the 
young. The organisation re- 
ceived 7,500 emailed appeals for 
help in 1997, doubling to 15,000 
in 1998. This year the total is ex- 
pected to reach 22,000. 

“The messages that come 
via e-mail are much starker Di- 
rectness is part of file method," 
Mr Armson said. 

A poll conducted for the 
campaign found most men said 
they would seek help from their 
GR rather than from family 
friends or helplines if they were 
thinking of suidde. Only their 
partner ranked higher as a 
source of advice and support 

Ian Banks, chairman of the 
Mai's Health Forum, said that 
studies showed many men who 
committed suidde had seen 
their GPs in the weeks imme- 
diately before but their troubles 
had gone undetected. 

“Men are not very good at 
expressing emotion. Part of 
the reason is the macho men- 
tality. Th^y are brain-washed 
into having a stiff upper lip and 
it affects the medical profession 

“Wfe can do something about 
it ... and help tackle this epi- 
demic of human misery." 


Burglars strike at 
minister’s home 


By Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 
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Expanding Possibilities 


BURGLARS HAVE struck at the 
home of Helen Liddell file 
Deputy Secretary of State for 
Scotland. A handbag containing 
two mobile phones and confi- 
dential contact books is be- 
lieved to have been stolen. 

Mrs Liddell is understood to 
have been at her Renfrewshire 
village home reading when her 
bag was snatched from another 
room on Sunday. The 48-year- 
old minister contacted the 
police moments after the bur- 
glars left the house. 

Although Mrs Liddell’s own 
department is not security sen- 
sitive, her contact, books are 

assumed to have contained the 
private telephone numbers of 
cabinet ministers and senior 
government officials. 

Strathclyde Police would not 
confirm Mrs Liddell’s borne 
had been burgled. “We can 
confirm we are investi gating a 
theft from the borne of an MR” 
said a spokesman, “It would be 



Helen Liddell: Reading 
when file burglars struck 


“appropriate to identify the MP 
or to give details of what has 
been stolen." Special branch 
officers are reported to be 
involved in the investigation. 
The Scottish Office also 
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triumph off 
the agenda 
for Kosovo 
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IT WAS MEIN 1 

ferentiy: wih 
Hubert VedE: 
of glory theta 
ference thatto 
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rtoendvery dif- 
Robin Cook and 
te trailing clouds 
Ghosts of a cou- 
rt) vided the final 
igsaw of Balkan 
sace agreement 


between Series and Kosovo’s 
Albanians, sealed in a former 
royal palace [in the gentle 
wooded hills oi central France 

There may ytet be a deal. But 
triumph was not on the agenda 
at Rambo uii] e tlyes terday, only 
weariness andjrelief that the 
show had been kept on the 
iroad after 17 days of discussions 
tt which the two antagonists (fid 
lot once negotiate with each 
ither directly. 

The outcome is a partial 
Agreement, one that has been 
jccepted by the Albanians, sub- 
pet to a fortnight of consulta- 
lons back home, but is still not 
Unbraced by the Serbs. 

\ Indeed Belgrade’s refusal to 
countenance Nato peacekeep- 
ers, and its reluctance to com- 
rrh itself to a political deal that 
does not categorically rule out 
Kcsovo’s independence, sug- 
gest that the pendulum of like- 
lihtod has swung fractionally 
bad in the terection of Western 
air bikes on Serbia - if not at 


by Rupert Cornweix 

once, then in three or four 
weeks* time. 

In the meantime every doubt 
that Rambouillet was intended 
to dispel remains. Can Europe 
settle quarrels in its own back- 
yard? Not yet When the crunch 
came it was the Americans, in 
the person of Madeleine 
Albright, the Seaetaxy of State, 
who turned on the heat, just as 
Richard Holbrooke did over 
Bosnia at Dayton, Ohio, in 1995. 
The Europeans just retreated, 
politely to the sidelines. 

The shadow of Kosovo still 
threatens Nato’s 50th anniver- 
sary celebrations in Washing- 
ton this spring. How can the 
alliance blithely confer upon 
itself a new mission, when it 
cannot even resolve a small- 
scale conflict in an obscure 
corner of the Balkans? 

And, most important of all, 
even as Mr Vtedrine, the French 
Foreign Minister, announced 
the convocation of a “peace 
implementation conference” 
on 15 March, the fighting an the 
ground continued unabated, 
despite yesterday’s Contact 
Group demand for a ceasefire. 

Rambouillet was supposed 


to have been a diplomatic 
sword slashing through the 
Gordian knot of Kosovo. Agree 
or be bombed was the stark 
choice facing the Serbs. 
Instead, they have not agreed 
but for the time being wil) not 
be bombed either. Dreading 
on one’s point of view, the knot 
is either half cut or half tied, 
with no way of telling whether 
it will unravel entirety. 

Indisputably Ramboufflet is 
a step forward. Fbr all their cav- 
illing, the Serbs have yielded 

thep rinriplp fifhmarf flirtrmnm y 
for Kosovo. They say that they 
are prepared to consider an 
unspecified “international pres- 
ence” in the province to keep 
the peace. Fbr their part, the 
ethnic Albanians, who consti- 
tute a 90 per cent majority in the 
province, have dropped their 
demand for instant anti com- 
plete independence 

But old arguments persist 
Belgrade rejects future inde- 
pendence fin* Kosovo, even its 
elevation, alongside Serbia and 
Montenegro, to republic status 
within Yugoslavia, and contin- 
ues to oppose Nato-led peace- 
keepers. The Albanians are 
unhappy about die proposed 
disarming of the Kosovo Lib- 
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KLA filters advance on the milage of Bukos in Kosovo yesterday after one Serb villager was killed and another wounded Vfsar Kryeziu 


eration Army, and hardy per- 
suaded that the wording of the 
final statement keeps open the 
option of the independence that 
bflth th eft* militar y and p olitical 
leaders demand. 

Part of the problem was a 
miscalculatio n. Washington for- 
got teat Kosovo was a zero sum 
game, just as Northern Ireland 
was (and to some extent stiD is) 


- where a gain for one side is 
invariably counted by the other 
as a setback 

The Americans thought they 
had it taped: produce a politi- 
cal deal tee Serbs could sign - 
and teen (resent them with the 
choice of accepting Nato peace- 
keepers, or be bombed. 

Kosovo’s Albanians, it was 
assumed, once guaranteed the 


protection of Nato, would go 
along with anything. But they 
would not In the end it took 
three days of wheedling urging 
and insisting by the Secretary 
of State in person to win even 
conditional agreement 
The American frustration 
was evident “I cannot believe 
that we have come so for, and 
yet still cannot convince these 


people to see sense,” one diplo- 
mat complained. 

But logic counts for little in 
Kosovo. Perhaps Slobodan 
Milosevic in fact wants to be 
bombed, enabling the Yugoslav 
President to explain to his 
countrymen that the impending 
loss of Kosovo is due to wicked 
foreigners and the over- 
whelming strength of Nato. 


And for all the sabre- 
rattling do the allies, apart 
from the US. want to bomb 
him? And if they did, would not 
that make it impossible to 
introduce foreign ground 
troops into Kosovo - by general 
consent the only way to ensure 
a lasting end to the fighting? 

Amid such paradoxes, sense 
can be a rare commodity. 




he talk is of peace, 


but war does not stop 

as wh lay face down in the hvRum* nirv hittapaiwntthanuuKa nmitiu 


with bullets whizzing 
ur heads and mortar 


into a drift, the 
of a peace deal for 
seemed for away. 


skirmish had bro- 
t in Bukos, a village 
Pristina, where theTfti- 
goslavhrtny and police patrol 
yards impositions held by the 
tion Army 

The fighting illustrates the 
tension in the region 
talks drag 
a call had come from 
pher. saying he was 
in Bukos - he was 
later lightly wounded by shrap- 
nel. We went to investigate 
and so tea at least 25 other jour- 
nalists, tilling an OSCE moni- 
tor seek&g details about the 
killing of a Serb villager. 

We wtfe escorted to the 
Milosevic family home. Two 
patches of scarlet snow marked 
the spot wtiere Mirko Milosevic, 
33. had been killed, and his 


By Emma Daly 


in Bukos 


brother Mifjan, 27, wounded Po- 
lice and relatives said MBjan 


and another Serb were seized 
on Monday by the KLA and 
brought, bound, to the Milose- 
vic house at nightfall. The 
rebels ordered the family out- 
side and opened fire. Mijjan was 

later said to have died of his 
wounds. 

Inside the modest farm- 
house, Dragica Milosevic wept 
over the body of her eldest 
son, covered with a white sheet 
his head wrapped in a pink and 
blue-patterned towel, his eyes 
shut a single candle burning. 

In her garden, Serbian police 
took cover behind sheds and 
woodpiles, guns trained on the 
rebel positions. “There was no 
fighting here until now,” the 
dead man’s father said. “Wfe 
lived in fear of the KLA but 
we had rw problems with the Al- 
banians living here.” He was 


bitter about the media and the 


OSCE monitors investigating 
the killing Then the Serbs 
moved their tank to haul an 
othervehideoutofa ditch. The 


KLA, suspicious and nervous 
after earlier attacks, lobbed 
over a mortar shell As it 
crashed in, we hurled ourselves 
off the muddy track and into tee 
snow. Bullets flew past, un 
comfortably close, and seem- 
ingly from two directions. 

Louder bangs signalled tee 
outgoing Serb mortar shells, 
and then the 30mm cannon 
rang out The firefight lasted for 
about 15 minutes, mixed with 
jeers from the rebel soldiers. 

Several hundred villagers 
fled thear homes again -the UN 
estimates perhaps 4,000 in the 
area are now homeless. 

Ominously, the Serbian In- 
formation Centre said a gov 
eminent official had promised 
to “complete tee destruction of 
the Albanian separatist terror- 
ist gangs” 
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Chinese Disney 
staff ‘exploited’ 


WALT DISNEY came in from the 
political cold yesterday as 
Mutan finally went on show 
around China, ending a ban on 
the US studio's films that was 
imposed two years ago, after 
the pro-Dalai Lama feature 
Kundun. 

But as the cartoon flickered 
on to mainland cinema screens, 
Disney came under fire from a 
new direction, with allegations 
from Hong Kong and British 
Christian organisations that 
workers' conditions in some 
Chinese lactones producing 
Disney merchandise had bro- 
ken the US company's own 
code of conduct. 

Relations between Disney 
and Peking were derailed in 
1996 after the release of Mar- 
tin Scorsese's film Kundun. 
which was financed by Disney. 
Enticed bv the potential' of the 
Chinese market - Titanic 
grossed £i8m in China last 


BY TERESA POOLE 
in Peking 

year - Disney has since 
motmtedateng^canipaigPto 
repair the damage. 

China allows only 10 foreign 
films a year to be shown in cin- 
emas, but earlier this month 
Disney’s persistence was 
rewarded with the go-ahead for 
the release of Mufon, a cartoon 
based on an ancient Chinese 
legend in which a woman dis- 
guises herself as a man to fight 
the invading Huns. 

As the company celebrated 
Mulans release, however; it 
faced accusations that workers 
in some mainland factories 

producing Disney goods were 
working excessive hours for 
meagre wages. Cafod. the over- 
seas development agency of the 
Catholic church in England 
and Wales, released research 
by the Hong Kong Christian 


Industrial Committee, which 
between July 1998 and Febru- 
ary 1999 interviewed dozens of 
migrant workers at factories in 
southern Ch’W that manufac- 
tured garments and shoes for 
Disney. The factories are not 
owned by Disney. 

At the Guo Nian Garment 
Factory, which produces chil- 
dren’s wear for Disney, the 200 
workers, mostly women, wor- 
ked up to 16 hours a day, the re- 
port alleged. Employees 
usually worked seven days a 
week for monthly wages of 
about 600 yuan (£45). 

They bad to pay a month- 
and-a-halfs salary as a ‘'de- 
posit’' when they joined the 
factory which was not refund- 
able if they left within a yean 
Such conditions break China's 
labour laws but are common an 
the mainland. 

At the Sheng Li factory, 
which produces Mickey Mouse 


clothing, the researchers said 
the mostly female workforce 
toiled for 12 hours a day six 
days a week, for onty 500-700 
yuan <£3&-£53> a month. 

At Midway Daily Products, 
manufacturers of clothes, 
shoes and dolls for Disney, 
accommodation was free, but 
researchers found one room 
measuring 7ft by 7ft, in which 
eight women lived. 

Disney has a code of conduct 
that applies to all manufactur- 
ers of Disney merchandise. 
The code is wide-ranging and, 
according to Cafod, includes a 
clause that employers should, 
as a ininiTnnm- comply with all 
wage laws and regulations, in- 
ducting minimum wages, over- 
time, and piece rates. The code 
states that, except in extraor- 
dinar y pirrumstaTW**;, tht* may. 
imum working hours is 48 
hours per week, or the local 
l eg al limit if this is lower 







An advert in Shanghai for ‘Mulan’, with a flashing logo that reads *US Disney animation, coming soon 
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UK and US 
boycott Burma 
drugs summit 
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BRITAIN AND the United 
States were criticised for boy- 
cotting an international hero- 
in conference in Burma 
organised by InteipoL the 
international police agency. 

Paul Higdon, director of 
Interpol’s criminal intelli- 
gence directorate, said the 
countries boycotting the con- 
ference ought to have used 
the meeting to launch a dia- 
logue. “A political situation 
which is viewed by many as a 
serious problem has held 
hostage the universally recog- 
nised problem of drug abuse,” 
he said yesterday. 

Britain and the United 
States say Burma’s military 
regime has faded seriously to 
crack down on drugs and has 
such a poor human rights 
record that it does not deserve 
the legitimacy conferred by 
the conference. 

The New York-based Hum- 
an Rights Watch likened hold- 
ing the meeting in Rangoon to 
“holding a convention on 
weapons of mass destruction 
in Baghdad". 

A recent US government 
report said Burma accounts 
for 90 per cent of South-East 
Asia’s opium production and 
about half the world’s total 

The Burmese government 


BY STEPHEN VINES 
in Hong Kong 

says these figures are exag- 
gerated and that, in advanct of 
the Interpol conference, mire 
than 1,000 hectares of pogjy 
fields were destroyed fast 
month alone. 

Burma’s north-east Sian 
state forms part of the Golten 
Triangle pappy-growing area, 
where the borders of Burna, 
Laos and Thailand meet . 

Richard Dickens, heal Of 
the UN Drug Control Pro- 
gramme in tiie Burmese cap- 
ital , agreed the US was 
exaggerating the amourt of 
opium produced in Burma Mr 
Dickens said the West should 
do more to fund Burma’s 
efforts against the drug trade. 
“They won’t put their money 
where their mouth is,” he said. 

Opening the conference, 
Tin Hlamg, Burma's Interior 
Minister; said that, “as two of 
the largest markets for hero- 
in in the world, the US and 
Britain bear a special respon- 
sibility to work with the rest of 
the international community in 
every way possible”. 

Other countries boycotting 
the conference include 
France, Denmark, the Nether 
lands and Norway. 
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if|M Castro ‘drug link’ unsettles France 





-President Castro’s regime is accused of being involved in smuggling cocaine through Marseilles Jose Gotti 


ami l S Cresson at bay 

<>tt Burmjas MEPs slate 

~ s summit ‘crony’ culture 


A FRENCH investigatingjudge 
must decide this week whether 
to start formal proceedings 
against the Cuban leader; Fidel 
Castro, for drug Heating and 
crimes a gains t humanity. 

The case - brought by two 
Cuban exiles and a French 
photographer in the wake of the 
Pinochet affair — has already 
caused considerable embar- 
rassment to the French gov- 
ernment Hie Justice Ministry 
has made dear it wants noth- 
ing to do with the allegations, 
because President Castro is re- 
garded as a “friend erf France”. 

None the less, substantial 
prima fade evidence of the in- 
volvement of the Cuban regime 
in cocaine trafficking - includ- 
ing smuggling through the port 
of Marseilles - has been pre- 
sented to the examining mag- 
istrate in charge of the case. 

Judge Herv£ Stephan, who is 
also in charge of the inquiry into 
the death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, must dedde before the 
end of this week whether to 
launch a formal investigation. It 
is thou gh t unlikely that Judge 
Stdphan will pursue the alle- 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

gations of crimes against hu- 
manity, despite new evidence 
that Dicb Ramirez Sanchez 
(Carlos the Jackal) had con- 
nections with the Cuban secu- 
rity services at the time of the 
triple murder he committed in 
Paris in 1975. Carlos is serving 
a life sentence in a French jail 
for these murders. 

However leaks to the 
French press suggest that 
Judge Stephan has been taking 
the possible drugs charge ex- 
tremely seriously. He has re- 
ceived a video cassette from the 
United Sates containing sworn 
testimony by the former head 
of the Cuban air traffic control 
service, as well as a former dis- 
trict attorney in Florida and a 
former senior US drugs agent 

A former senior official in the 
Cuban interim' ministry in exile 
in the US, Antonio Rodriguez 
Meniec has also written two let- 
ters to the judge, in which he al- 
leges that Havana -\rith the fufl 
knowledge of the “ maximum 
leader” - generated funds by 


assisting cocaine trafficking 

into EToridain the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. 

Mr Rodriguez Menier also 
alleges that the Cuban author- 
ities were involved in a co- 
caine smuggling route through 
Marseilles in 1979. 

This allegation, if taken se- 
riously by Judge Stephan, 
would give him ample jurisdic- 
tion to place President Castro 
“en examen” the investigative 
stage of judicial procedure, 
which is a step short of a formal 
charge. The public prosecutor 
has already announced, under 
government pressure, that he 
will not be pursuing the alle- 
gations against President 
Castro. But examining magis- 
trates have substantial inde- 
pendent powers to pursue 
cases once they are entrusted 
to them. 

The complaints were 
brought hy a French photog- 
rapher, Pierre Golendorf, the 
exiled Cuban painter, Lazaro 
Jordana, and by Ueana de la 
Guardia, the daughter of Gen- 
eral Antonio de la Guardia, 
who was convicted of drug traf- 


ficking by the Cuban authorities 
in 1989 and executed. The trio 
were inspired by the “success” 

of the Spanish investigation of 
the former Chilean dictator, 
Augusto Pinochet, and espe- 
cially by General Pinochet's 
arrest in London pending pos- 
sible extradition to Spain. 

The first two complainants 
wanted the French authorities 
to try President Castro for 
crimes against humanity both 
for his repression of dissent in- 
side Cute and his alleged sup- 
port of terrorist activities in 
other countries, including 
France. Ms de la Guardia 
brought the separate allega- 
tions of drugs trafficking, whidi 
seem more likely to succeed. 

The affair is an embarrass- 
ment to the authorities, which 
have always maintained friend- 
ly relations with Cuba. DanieDe 
Mitterrand, wife of the late 
president, Francois Mitterrand, 
is a personal friend of the 
Cuban leader and remains in- 
fluential, both with the Gaullist 
President, Jacques Chirac, and 
the Socialist Prime Minister Li- 
onel Jospin. 


EDITH CRESSON'S survival as 
3 European commissioner was 
—in fresh doubt after she was sav- 
aged by MEPS and lost the sup- 
. ’port (rf 60 fellow Socialists who 
called for her resignation. 

^ She faced accusations over 
irregularities and cronyism 
during a hearing in the Euro- 
pean parliament that at times 
^degenerated into nearchaos. 
MEPs attacked Ms Cresson, 
^commissioner for science and 
-"research, over her employment 
of a friend, a former dentist, as 
-% visiting scientific adviser, 
and her management of an 
educational exchange pro- 
gramme now the subject of 
fraud inquiries by the Belgian 
^authorities. 

i Mike Tappin, of the British 
-Labour Group, the largest na- 
rtional entity within the Sodal- 
:ists, told Ms Cresson she had 
created an “atmosphere of il- 
- legality and cronyism”. 

Next month she may face an 
- attempt in parliament to sack 
her if an independent commit- 
tee criticises her behaviour 

Yesterday's defection of part 
tof the Socialist group came 
during a hearing of parlia- 
ment’s budget control com- 
mittee, which interrogated the 
former French prime minister 
on the employment of the ex- 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

dentist, Rend Berthelot, and the 
administration of the Leonar- 
do youth project 

A French METJ Jean-Louis 
Bourlanges, accused Ms Cres- 
son of cronyism; she denied fay- 
ing to block moves to recoup 
money from Mr Berthelot for 
work he never did. He was in 
place for only a month before 
having a heart attack but was 
paid for several more, earning 
£60,000. “I formally deny that/ 
Ms Cresson said, adding that 
she had taken “the necessary 
precautions and acted as soon 
as we saw changes were need- 
ed” in the Leonardo pro- 
gramme. 

She faced the embarrass- 
ment of having to justify com- 
ments last year in which she 
said problems with the £400m 
Leonardo project were limited 
to insularities. This month the 
European Commission's anti- 
corruption unit, Udat referred 
four dossiers of allegations to 
Belgian judicial authorities. 

Ms Cresson provoked iron- 
ic laughter when she said it was 
often difficult to distinguish be- 
tween malpractice and fraud 
“What is an irregularity and 
what is a fraud?” 
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sraelis fall foul of Hizbollah trap 


THEY WERE betrayed again. 
For at least the second time in 
as many years, an Israeli raid- 
ing parly that planned to am- 
bush Hizbollah guerrillas in 
southern Lebanon was itself 
ambushed by its enemies yes- 
terday leaving three Israeli oc- 
cupation soldiers dead and 
another four wounded after a 
four-hour gun battle 
Just as they bad waited for 


BY ROBERT FISK 
in Beirut 


the Israelis outside the village 
of Aansarfyeh two years ago, 
killing 12 before the remnants 
were rescued by helicopter; so 
yesterday’s trap was carefully 
arranged by the Hizbollah, 
which had born tipped off about 
the Israeli raid. An Israeli 
major and two lieutenants were 


killed as they tried to advance 
out of their occupation zone 15 
miles north of the Israeli bor- 
der near the village of Meidan; 
a friend of Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, Qie Israeli Prime Min- 
ister, was among the wounded. 

According to the Hizbollah - 
which had openly boasted that 
it was about to take its re- 
venge against the Israelis for 
enlarging the occupation zone 


last week to include the 
Lebanese village of Amoun - 
the guerrillas fired machine- 
guns and threw grenades when 
the unit was 12 feet away. 

The Israelis responded In 
their usual way; with three air 
raids around the village of 
■Vfohmoj; an attack by helicopter 
gunships and a flurry of shells 
from Israeli artillery positions 
inside the occupied area. Such 


retaliation rarefy achieves ary 
effect; there have been over 
1,000 air raids on Lebanon in 
the past 12 months 
Impeccable sources in 
Beirut say thatyet again the Is- 
raelis had been double-crossed 
by one of their own agents, 
persuaded to ambush a non- 
existent Hizbollah unit onfy to 
be led into a trap. At Aansa- 
riyeh in 1997, the Hizbollah 


Had immashpri an Isr aeli agent 
in Lebanon and forced him to 
supply an Israeli commando 
force with a map that would 
supposedly lead them to am- 
bush and kill a senior HfeboBah 
official. Fallowing the map - 
which had been drawn by the 
Hizbollah - the Israelis walked 
into a minefield 
Israel’s intelligence “eye" 
in Lebanon has been virtually 


destroyed. Us collaborators ar- 
rested or killed, even its own 
proxy South Lebanon Army 
miHtifl infiltrated bv the Hizbol- 
lah Israel’s former top intelli- 
gence officer in Sidon now 
languishes in Ashkalon prison 
accused of spying for the 
Lebanese army- When The In- 

. , ...I IlL.rM.aKp 


had been lured into a trap at 
in- 


quiry insisted its soldiers tod 

been ambushed by ebance. But 

a second inquiry ! 

finned the Independent report; 

that they tod been betrayed- . 
%s today’s ambush - “a very, ; 
rerybiS blow for us,” Mr Ne- 
tanyahu called it - appears to 
have followed the same pat - 1 
tern. Yet again, one of Israels i 
best commando units walked . 
into an ambush- 


Jerusalem draws 
in the Turks to 
spy on Arab foes 


FOR MONTHS, Israefi and Thrk- 
ish intelligence officers have 
manned joint listening posts 
on toe Syrian, Iraqi and Iranian 
borders, sharing information 
on guerrillas of the Kurdish 
Workers' Party (PKK) and 
Syrian and Iraqi military 
movements. 

In Ankara and Jerusalem, Is- 
raeli and Turkish officials have 
also shared their experiences of 
two similar occupation zones- 
Israel's in southern Lebanon 
and Thrk^s so-called ‘‘securi- 
ty zone^m northern Iraq. Israeli 
jets now regularly fly along the 
Thridsh-Syrian frontier and - ac 
cording to Sfyrian sources -over 
northern Iraq as wed 

Encirclement of Syria lies at 
the heart of this stiO-^mring al- 
liance. When Syria put the Kur- 
dish PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan ana plane to Moscow last 
year- the first part of a journey 

of exile that has ended in a 1\ir- 

kish prison - it was a sign of just 
how concerned Damascus had 
become by TUrioey’s power and 
the threats it was uttering. In- 
deed, tto warnings to Syria from 
SuBeman Demirel toe Turkish 
President, to end its support for 
Mr Ocalan were almost identi- 
cal in worfing to toose issued by 
Beqjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister; to Syria 

when faced hyHrrhnllflh attarfat 

against Israeli occupation troops 
in southern Lebanon. “We re- . 
serve toe right to retaliate 
against Sjyria,” Mr Demirel said 


BY ROBERT FISK 
in Beirut 


last October “All necessary 
measures will be taken over 
Syria if the need arises.” 

But toe extent of TUridsh- 
Israeli military co-operation is 
still laigefy unknown to the Arab 
states, and to many in Israel it- 
self The Tlirfes are interested in 
purchasing Israel’s “Propane” 
eariywaming system and its top 
secret “Wafl” anti-missile tech- 
nology, which is parity tended by 
the United States. 

The upgrading by Israel of 
Untey’s Phantom jets is already 
costing Ankara a small 
{vice for the Ttukisb military, 
which has £19bn to spend on 
hardware over the next 10 years. 
TbriiEy has given Israd permis- 
sion toffy its jets through Turk- 
ish airspace to attack Iraq if 
Israd is targeted Ity Iraqi nassOes 
as it was in toe 1991 Gulf Whn 
Professor Efraim Inbac di- 
rector of toe Begin-Sadat Cen- 
tre for strategic Studies at 
Bar-Ban University in Israel, 
first revealed the extent of 
Turirish-Israeli co-operation in 
a remarkable - but largefy un- 
publicised - lecture at the 
Woodrow unison Centre in 
Washington five months ago. He 
spoke onfy vaguely of the joint 
listening ports on toe Syrian, 
Iraqi and Banian borders but de- 
scribed them as “an important 
facet of our intelligence gath- 
ering capability". There was 


also, Professor Inbar added, 
“co-operation on terror”. 

The alliance was a Turkish 
idea, initiated in 1997 when the 
TUririshafrforre commander ar- 
rived without warning to see the 
Israeli ambassador in Ankar a 
with the words - according to 
Professor Inbar - “we want to 
invite the Israeli chief of the air 
force tocome tolUrbqy to visit". 
It wasn't all plain sailing. When 
the TUrkish navy paid its first of- 
ficial visit to the Israeli port of 
Haifa last year; the Israelis had 

rwt bothered to send a naval rep- 

resentative to meet it; and Turk- 
ish officers were astounded 
when the Israeli harbourmaster 
refused to let their ships into 
port unless they agreed to pay 
harbour dues. 

But Israeli planes are now 
t raining in Turkey using Turk- 
ish bombing ranges, just as 
Turkish pilots are now flying in 
the skies overlsraeL The Amer- 
icans chair a regular meeting of 
TUridsh and Israeli intelligence 
officers in Tel Aviv and on at 
least (me occasion last year a 
Jordanian officer was also pre- 
sent If Jordan’s new King Ab- 
dullah was to upgrade this 
relationship, ft wouM further iso- 
late Syria. Mr Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment has long believed - 
wrongty- that President Assad 

CAP ha blackmailed into m aking 

peace without hamfing back the 
occupied Golan Heights if Syria 
was sufficiently intimidated. 

President Demirel attempt- 



Battte training for Abdullah Ocalan’s Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK) in the Bekaa Valley, Lebanon 


Ed Kashi/Network 


ed to calm Arab fears when he 
attended toe Islamic s ummi t in 
Tehran last year although 
TUrk^pointedfy hasted a senior 
Israeli air force officer m Ankara 
at the same tone. Oddly, Turk- 
ish distrust of Sfyria sometimes 
outdoes even Israel's suspi- 
cions, fo 1996, just after the Is- 
raeli prime minister Yitzhak 
Rabin was murdered, the 
deputy Turkish foreign minfyter 
described Israel's policy to- 
wards Syria as appeasement 
Bade in 1982, Turkey con- 


demned Israel’s invasion of 
Lebanon as aggression until 
Israel furnished Turkey with 
intelligence files on the Ar- 
menian ASALA extremist 
group. Much to Turkey's delight 
Mr Ocalan’s PKK are always re- 
ferred to by the Israelis as “ter- 
rorists”; Israel has expressed 
sympathy for Iraqi Kurds - but 

never for the miHi ons of Kurds 
who live under Turkish military 
oppression. Israel supports onfy 
a limited form of autonomy for 
the Kurds of Iraq; which is not 


surprising since that is pre- 
cisely the limited freedoms it 
wishes to give the Palestinians. 

For Israel has had to cut its 
moral doth to maintainfts Turk- 
ish alliance TUrkey has suc- 
cessfully sought toe help of 
Jewish lobby groups in New 
Yhrkand Washington to cosy up 
to the Americans and empha- 
sise Turkey’s strategic impor- 
tance to the Middle East in the 
aftermath of toe Soviet Union’s 
collapse. Inevitably pro-Israeli 
groups have now begun to sym? 


pathise with Turkey's con- 
tention that toe 1915 Turkish 
massacre of L5 million Arme- 
mans (fid not constitute genodde 
and may not have been -despite 
absolute proof to toe contrary - 
the century’s first holocaust 
Professor Inbar lamentably 
ducked toe moral point in Wash- 
ington. “I cannot realty make a 
competent statement on this 
issue,” be said - and Jewish 
American members of Congress 
have gone so far as to suggest 
no Armenian genodde took 


place. Others have been braver 
Yosi Sand, a member of the 
Knesset's foreign affairs and 
defence committee, remarked 
that ‘Jews who lost 6 million of 
toeir people in the horror of the 
Nazi genodde should be the 
last to join in denying the exis- 
tence of another genocide ... 
There is a hardly a single out- 
rage this [Israeli] government is 
not willing to commit under the 
pretence anarrow-miodedna- 
tfonal interest, which is bound to 
prove counter-productive." 


“Give me free 
internet access 
or not @ all?’ 
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Ocalan charged with treason 


THE IMPRISONED Kurdish 
leader; Abdullah Ocalan, was 
formally arrested yesterday 
on charges of treason. Turkish 
prosecutors are seeking the 
death penalty in what could 
become a showdown between 
Turkey and the West over 
h uman rights. 

Mr Ocalan was brought to 


By harmonds Toros 


was 


Turkey a week ago after being 
seized in toe Kenyan capital, 
Nairobi, by Turkish comman- 
dos. His rebel army, the Kur- 
distan Workers’ Party or PKK, 
has waged a 1 5-year war for 
Kurdish autonomy that has 
claimed some 37,000 lives. 


Yesterday’s hearing 
held on the Imrali prison 
island, in toe Sea of Marmara, 
where Mr Ocalan had been 
interrogated for toe past week. 

The proceeding was dosed, 
and the government made no 
formal announcement about 
its outcome. It is not known 
when a new trial will begin. Mr 


Ocalan was already on trial m 
absentia for separatism and 
treason, charges which carry 
the death penalty. His formal 
arrest marks the bringing of 
those charges against him for 
a new trial Prosecutors must 
dedde whether to combine 
other pending cases against 
the rebel leaden (AP) 
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The 

French 


Take the shortest sea route to France and 
cross the Channel from Dover to Calais. 

Catch a luxury car ferrj with duty free 
shops, restaurants and emertainmem all on 
board. Or hop on a hovercraft or catamaran 
with departures around every half an hour. 

Choose rrom well-stocked 
hypermarkets and boutiques. Take in the 
local sights. Savour tempting cuisine. 




And, if you’re travelling further afield, 
thcr s easy access to the Europe an motonvay 
network the minute you leave port. 


For your first and lading imptessmn of 
Prance, remember. 
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Nigeria’s rich 
bless Obasanjo 
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In the streets of Abiqa a man begs for copp ers; at General Obasapjo’s fimd-raismg dmn<£ in the capital, the cash donations flood h 

! Mutant meat " 
and two veg 


THE NIGERIAN elections got 
into their stride in style yester- 
day when weal^ supporters of 
the presidential frontrunner 
Ohisegun Obasanjo doled out a 
staggering SOOm naira (£2m) 
within the space of 30 minutes. 

‘‘Politics and good gover- 
nance are very important mat- 
ters that people should invest 
in,” declared Chief CQo Maduek- 
we, a leading supporter of the 
retired general at the start erf a 
fund-raising dinner in the cap- 
ital, Abqja, on Monday night 

“If you want good gover- 
nance, bring oat your cheque 
book,” he told the business ty- 
coons, retired army officers 
and leaders of General Obasan- 
jo’s People’s Democratic Party 
CPDP). The general reinforced 
the principle: “We believe that 
those who want democracy 

must also be ready to pay far it” 
he told his guests. 

General Obasaqjo’s oppo- 
nent in next Saturday’s presi- 


BY ALEX DUVAL SMITH 
in Kaduna 

dential election, the former fi- 
nance minister Olu FbJae, was 
holding a fund-raising dinner 
last nigbt but was unlibety to col- 
lect as much. His own support- 
ers are generally less wealthy. 

The PDP has dominated 
local and regional elections al- 
ready held under the plan of the 
military ruler General Abdul- 
salami Abubakar to end 15 years 
of army rule in Nigeria. And it 
is well ahead on the results so 
for received of the National As- 
sembly poll held last Saturday. 

The Obasanjo dinner was 
marred by poor organisation, 
with food short and dignitaries 
battling their way through the 
throng of gate-crushers. How- 
ever. once it came to the main 
business of the night, the at- 
mosphere became electric with 
expectation as the rich and 
powerful moved towards the 


microphone. Alhqji Aliko Dan- 
gote, a billionaire northern 
businessman, set the ball 
rolling with a donation of 120 
milli on naira. 

As the prolonged applause 
died down, the master of cer- 
emonies, Bisi Olatilor; took 
back the microphone to set the 
record straight about Mr Dan- 
gote’s donation. “In case you 
think this is a pledge Jet me cor- 
rect that impression," he said. 
“This is not a pledge. The 
money is already in the PDP's 
coffers." 

Then the cheques and cash 
started flooding in. 

General Obasanjo told the 
generous donors at the dinner 
of his determination to create 
jobs, build more schools and 
hospitals and generally restore 
Nigeria to greatness. “If it be- 
comes necessary, I will call an- 
other dinner, even aiLer I 
am elected. And 1 hope you will 
donate even more then." 




American Times 

WASHINGTON 



1 higher 
deaths 


Americans who travel abroad 
have become wearily accus- 
tomed to accusations that 
they are responsible for 
“dumbing down culture” oth- 
erwise known as the Disney- 
fi cation of - well - pretty 
vmuch everywhere. Small 
^matter that one of the 
fiercest rearguard actions 
against colonisation by Dis- 
ney was fought not on the 
poppy-strewn fields of the 
He de France but on the 
(jreaD battlefields of Manas- 
sas, outside Washington DC 
-and won. Small matter; too, 
that Euro-Disney, known as 
Disneyland Paris, is now a 
commercial success and that 
Disney’s profits at its US 
sites have token a (shallow) 
dip. 

Most astonishing of all, 
perhaps, might be the dis- 
covery that if you are looking 
for sophistication in food and 
drink, you stand a better 
chance of finding it these 
days in the themed restau- 
rants of a Disney park than in 
most American dties, with 
the possible exceptions of 
Manhattan, San Francisco 



N. 


Horn: Americans don't 
appreciate Chinese food* 

and Miami. Even San Fran- 
jjjsco, though, has its limits. 


to-prepare family food using 
accessible agreements. But 
he still could not crack the 
American market A recent 
random survey of ethnic 
cooking confirmed much of 
what Ham said. Americans 
will eat anything and every- 
thing, so long as it tastes and 
looks passably familiar And 
for all their embrace of “tite" 
this and “healthy" that if 
it's not big and beefy, it is un- 
likely to pass muster. Fbreign 
food is very quickly sub- 
merged into the mainstream 
of American food and loses 
much of its character 
While this is no news at all 
to firstp-generation immi- 
grants or frequent travellers, 

< such observations often 
shock restaurant-going 
Americans, who are under 
the impression that veal 
parmigiana, spaghetti with 
meatballs, and other Ameri- 
can culmary delights are gai- 
uine imports rather than 
mutants catering to the con- 
vention that any self- 
respecting (fish must have 
meat and veg and bulk. Such 
meals, if well prepared, may 
have merits - just as Chica- 
go pizza pie has merits - but 
they bear no resemblance to 
anything on a menu in Itaty. 

The ultimate and most 
frequently encountered mu- 
tant is “French dressing”, 
which comes thick, heavy, 
creamy, stuffed with preser- 
vatives and - as with every 
American salad dressing in a 
bottle - completely domi- 
nates what it is supposed to 
complement 

But salads were not 
Horn’s chief complaint His 
was a spice and texture prob- 
lem. On one hand, Chinese 
food was seen as “cheap”, on 
the othei; when a particular 
restaurant becomes fashion- 
able, Americans will pay 
whatever it takes, ordering off 
the top of the menu without 
hesitation. But if the food 
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and gourmet Ken Horn to 
hang up his toque and head 
to France. 

Horn's departure should 
have been shocking to any 
American fan of Chinese 
food. First, because - de- 
spite being lionised in Europe 
- he is an American Chinese 
bora and bred. Second, be- 
cause world-ranking chefs - 
if they travel - tend to go to 
the vast American market 
not away from it And third, 

because he left with a degree 

of disillusionment shaking 
the crumbs of what he 
regarded as ‘bastardised 
Chinese- American food from 
his shoes as he went 

Horn's complaint could be 
.summed up as the dumbing 
of America’s tastebuds. 
“Americans don’t appreciate 
Chinese food," he said re- 
cently. “The perception is 
that Chinese food is cheap 
grub." At the other end of the 
scale, he says that when 
Americans buy themselves a 
wok and set out to prepare 
Chinese food, they wanted 
nothing less than a banquet 

-and exhausted themselves • 

in the effort 

His last book published in 
the US was based on simple- 


is inedible. That means easy 
on the spices, heavy on the 
portions, and let the cus- 
tomer mix ’n’ match the 
“sides" (trumping the chef 
and letting one hundred 
flavours fight). 

That Americans could be 
shocked to find out that their 
favourite “ethnic” dishes are 
not genuine may be a small 
sign of change. Just in the 
past year; quite “ordinary” 
restaurants will produce a 

tray of olive ofl and vinegar if 

you ask for it Newspapers 
are publishing letters from re- 
turning American tourists 
expressing amazement that 
what they ate “over there" 
tasted nothing Eke its coun- 
terpart “over here". And 
classes have been started in 
New 'York where “grandmas" 
are recruited to teach second 
and third generations in 
preparing the food of their 
homeland, lest the art - and 
the tastes -be lost 

While waiting for the 
grannies to have an effect 
though, you could do worse 
than order a hamburger. Its 
ambitions are few and it. 
tastes as it should. Just hold 
the French dressing. 

MART DEJEVSKY 






BP Is committed to improving the quality of cur fuels and making a positive contribution 
to a cleaner environment. Which is why BP Greener Diesel cuts sulphur emissions by 
90% and reduces black smoke by nearly a third when you drive. BP Greener Diesel 
also offers better fuel economy than many other diesel fuels - at no extra cost - and can be 
used in any diesel vehicle. 

It is available now at most BP service stations and is just the first in a range of Greener 
fuels from BP, all designed to keep your engine running smoothly. By using BP Greener Diesel 
every time you fill up you can contribute to improving our air quality and environment. 
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BUSINESS REVIEW 

Can America’s £6 million man save Barclays? 
How PetsMart lost its shirt on Pet City 
The corporate lawyer's corporate lawyer 

PLUS: Hamish McRae, Jo Davis, Diane Coyle 
and The Trader 


BSkyB and Canal Plus in talks 

British Sky Broadcasting, Rupert Murdoch's satellite 
broadcaster, is holding talks with Canal Plus, its French 
rival, about co-operation in the European pay-TV market 
However, a full merger between the two is unlikely. Shares 
in both rose sharply yesterday amid reports they were in 
discussions about a merger. But experts said the European 
Commission would almost certainly block any extensive 
deal between the companies. Outlook, page 19. 

Regulator warns on power prices 

The energy regulator Callum McCarthy yesterday 
warned of a further clampdown ou price rigging by 
electricity generators and singled out Eastern, the 
country's fourth biggest supplier, for particular 
criticism. According to the regulator price spikes rose 
by nearly a third on a year ago, with Eastern 
responsible for 3G per cent of the 414 price spikes 
between October and January. 

Saudis ‘reschedule’ A! Yamamah 

Saudi Arabia said last night that it is “rescheduling" its 
£20bn A1 Yamamah arms-fbr-oil deal with Britain, worth an 
estimated £lbn a year in revenues to the prime contractor 
British Aerospace. The Saudi defence minister Sultan bin 
Abdel Aziz told reporters in Riyadh that rescheduling was 
underway but said there had-been no freeze in the project 
The fall in oil prices has hit revenues from A1 Yamamah. 
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Greenspan hints at US rates rise » 


THE US Federal Reserve is 
shifting towards the view that in- 
terest rates may need to be 
raised, the fed chair man said 
yesterday 

Alan Greenspan told the 
Senate that the balance of risks 
in the economy had increased. 
“After eight years of economic 
expansion, the economy ap- 
pears stretched in a number of 
dimensions, implying consider- 
able upside and downside risks 
to the economic outlook. 1 ' he 
said “in light of all these risks, 
monetary policy must be ready 


BY ANDREW MARSHALL 
in Washington 

to move in either direction.” Ihe 
stock market was briefly sur- 
prised by his comments, and 
ffi ppg-H by nearly 80 points. But 
it recovered quickly, and rose 
above its starting levels- 
Hinting that a rise in rates 
was more likely than a cut, he 
referred to the three interest 

rate cuts at the end of last year 

after the collapses in Asia, Rus- 
sia andBrazfl. “The federal Re- 
serve must continue to evaluate 


... whether the frill extent of the 
policy casings undertaken last 

fhfl to address the seizing-up of 

ftiwnrial markets remains ap- 
propriate as those disturbances 
abate,” he said. 

The fed's governors expect 
growth in 1999 of2J5to3 per cent, 
with consumer inflation rising 
slightly to 2 - 25 per cent The 

economy in general stCH looks 
relatively robust, Mr Greenspan 
said But he argued that mere 
were four emerging risks: the 
tightening of the labour market, 
high equity prices, rising debt 


and the tVYinomy 

Though there was no indication 
that inflation was rising rapid- 
ly; the fed chairman said that 
labour markets were very tight, 
but in the fed's report it says 
that low capacity utilisation in 

the msmrfartnri n g sector has 
helped to counterbalance this. 
And employers have been loath 
to give high wage increases be- 
cause price competition is still 
very stiff for many products. 

Therise in the stock market 
also caused him concern. ‘'Eq- 
uity prices are hi gh wmiigh to 


raise questions about whether 


adding that “profit forecasts 
could be pared back, which to- 
gether with a greater sense of 
v ulnerab ility in business 
prospects could damp appetites 
for equities”. In the report ac- 
companying the testimony, the 
Fed fjonT7TM»nts: “Investors may 
be anticipating rapid, long-term 
earnings growth ... and they 
may still be satisfied with a 
lower risk premium for hdkfing 
stocks than they have demand- 
ed historically.” 


Unilever hands back 

{ 

£5bn to shareholders 


by Nigel cope 
A ssociate City Editor 


UNILEVER, the Anglo-Dutch 
consumer products conglom- 
erate whose brands include 

Persil and Flora, yesterday an- 
nounced Britain's largest-ever 
return of cash to shareholders 
with a proposal to pay back 
£5bn. Shareholders wiD receive 
a special dividend of 66.3p per 
share in June on top of the or- 
dinary final dividend of 7.75p. 

The payout is equivalent to 
10.6 percent of Unilever's stock 
market value. It dwarfs cash re- 
turns ly other companies, which 
have included last week’s £L5bn 
special dividend from Halifax. 

Unflever said it was repaying 
the cash after failing to find suit- 
able targets for major acquisi- 
tions. The company had been 
sitting on a huge cash pile after 
selling its sppriflTHy iff- 

vision to ICI for £5bninMay 1997. 
Unilever had wanted to target 

emerging mar kets in the fer 

East and Latin America but 
found prices too high. “Vfe have 
looked at a number of target com- 
panies but we are not convinced 
that any of them would give 
value to our shareholders,” said 
Niall FitzGerald, the chairman. 
“Sometimes management’s 
egos cash push people to do a 
deal. But we have decided that 
prices are just too high.” 

There had been speculation 
that Unilever might have 
looked at US companies such 
as Heinz and Best Fbods, the 
former CPC group whose 
brands include Knorr soups 
and Skippy peanut spread. In 
the UK it has been linked with 
Redritt & Colman, the Lems ip 
and Harpic household prod- 




ucts group which issued a prof- 
its warning recently. 

Analysts applauded the 
Unilever move, though the 
shares closed a penny lower at 
624£p after strong eaify gains. 
“It is a recognition that Unilever 
. intends to reward shareholders 
and thus is very positive move. 
It would have been easy to 
have destroyed value,” said 
Tim fetter; food industry ana- 
lyst at Merrill lynch. 

Other analysts said the move 


might prompt other Anglo- 
Dutch groups such as Shell to 
return funds to shareholders 
after Unilever overcame tax 
problems that had previously 
hindered such moves. 

Unilever’s £5bn payout will 
leave the group with £Lbn of net 
debt, though its healthy cash- 
generation wiD make the bal- 
ance sheet strong enough for 
significant deals, analysts said. 

The announcement came as 
Unilever revealed an 11 per 


cent imrease in operafingprof- 
its to £3bn, before exceptional 
items. European sales were hit 
by lower ice-cream sales and 
the economic troubles in Rus- 
sia. However, the launch of 
laundry tahlets boosted feral’s 
market share. In the US, the 
Elizabeth Arden fragrance 
business returned to profit 
In the Ear East, profits Cdl by 
13 per cent due to the economic 
turmoil, but margins and mar- 
ket share were maintained. 


MFI chief quits 
after profit alert 


NatWest doubles profits 
and promises buybacks 


MFL the struggling flat-pack 
furniture group, was facing a 
fresh crisis yesterday after it 
issued another profits warning 
and replaced its chief executive. 

An announcement issued as 
the stock market dosed said 
that John Randall had resigned 
as chief executive with imme- 
diate effect following a warn- 
ing that group sales in the 
second half are currently 14 per 
cent below last year.' He is 
being replaced by John Han- 
cock. the head of WH Smith's 
businesses in America and an 
MFI non-executive. 

The departure of Air Randall 
53. ends a 20-year career with 
the company which saw him net 
a fortune from the management 
buyout of the business in 1987 
and its subsequent flotation in 
1992. He leaves with a payoff of 
£300.000, the equivalent to one 


BY Nigel Cope 

year’s pay. Derek Hunt, who 
was due to retire as chairman 
later this year will now stay on 
to oversee the integration of the 
new chief executive. 

JohnHancock,whowasacan- 
dkfate for the chief executive job 
at WH Smith taken by Richard 
Handover played tribute to Mr 
Randall's contribution at MFL 
But he said the board had unan- 
imously dedded a change was 
needed: “The company needed 
a new pair of eyes," he said. 

The latest warning will fuel 
the takeover speculation sur- 
rounding MFL It announced in- 
terim losses of £26m in 
December following heavy re- 
structuring charges. The com- 
pany has been dosing in-store 
warehouses and moving to a 
central distribution system. 


NATIONAL Westminster Bank 
yesterday put the annus horri- 
bffis of 1997 firmly behind it as 
it announced that it had more 
than doubled profits in 1998 to a 
record £2J4hn and promised 
further share buybacks an tap of 
the £375m last year 

Waving goodbye to its acci- 
dent-prone reputation, the bank 
saw provisions for bad and 
doubtful debts fall from fisflg.m 
in 1997 to £499m last year; in 
spite of the financial markets 
turmoil which resulted in an 
extra £86m specific provision 
being taken to cover loans in 
Asia and Russia. 

Derek Wanless, the NatWest 
chief executive, said that after 
18 months of concentrating on 
getting the bank into shape, the 
businesses were now in a po- 
sition where they could deliver 
substantial growth. 


By. Andrew Garfield 
financial Editor 

He said: “They key thing is 
not just the financial results but 
the fact that in each business 
we have achieved a platform 
going forward.” 

Mr Wanless said that virtu- 
ally all the businesses ware per- 
forming well, although further 
effort was needed at Greenwich 
NatWest, the bank’s bond 
broking house, which is below 
target, and Gartmore, which 
lost £2bn of institutional funds 
last yean 

The five-year plan adopted in 
1996 to transform the retail 
business was bearing fruit 
with costs overall up less than 
1 per cent 

The one fly in the ointment 
was the fact that Mr Wanless 
had to own up to computer 


glitches winch will delay some 
of the savings for up to ayear 
Nevertheless, the bank is still 
committed to getting costs 
below 1997 levels by 2000, he 
said. 

T&sterday’s profit was struck 
after a £300m provision for pen- 
sions mis-seliing. That is on top 
of the £65m taken in the previ- 
ous yean 

Profits from retail and com- 
mercial hanking, which now 
accounts for 90 per cent of the 
group, rose by 138 per cent to 
£L43bn. Wbalth management, 
which includes Gartmore, the 
asset management business, 
and Coutts, Nat West’s private 
bank, saw profits up 157 per 
cent to £302m. 

NatWest shares rose S7p to 
£13.06 yesterday, having briefly 
touched a high of £13.78 earlier 
in the day. 


The risk that foreign in- 
vestors would move out of US 
markets was also risbife Mr 


the very high trade 

ai one rs will presumably not 
want to raise indefimtdy the 
share of their portfolios in 
claims on the United States. 

Should the sustainability bf the 
buildup of our foreign indebt- 


well decline, irnpartmg j?res - 
sures on prices in theTWted. 
States.” Outlook, page 19 


Trade 
deficit * 


for a 


- Niall FitzGerald. Unilever’s chairman, said the gronp had looked at acquisitions but ‘the prices are just too high’ 


Mr FitzGerald said the re- 
shaping of the group would 
continue, with 6 per cent of tile 
business in the “underper- 
forming” category compared 
with 20 per cent two years ago. 

He also fired a warning shot 
at suppliers struggling to en- 
sure their systems are millen- 
nium -compjdant. He said 10-15 
per cent were at risk of having 
their contracts terminated if 
they could not ensure supply. 

Outlook, page 19 


THE UK’S TRADE DEFICIT 
has readied its highest level 
for almost a decade, according 
to official figures ontyesterdiK 
dragging down economic 
growth to its lowest levetfor 
six years. 

British exports to Asia 
plummeted in 1998, taking the 
global deficit on traded goods 
to £20.6bn, ite : highest level 
since 1989, Office for Nation- 
al Statistics data revealed. 4*. 

The value of exports to «$-(/■ 
sis-ridden south-east Asia 
tumbled by 27 per cent last 
year; and preliminary figures 
for the first month of 1999 in- 
dicated that the worst ceuldbe 
yet to come. 

The deficit on traded goods 
with countries outside the Eu- 
ropean Union rose to £2 Jhn 
In January its highest level 
since the series started in 
1988. 

- Government statisticians 
calculated that Britain’s soar- , 
ing trade deficit wiped 1 J. per- 
centage points from fourth 
quarter economic growth. City 
economists warned that the * 
trade deficit would continue to 
drag on growth during 1999. 

Despite the sharp fall in ek- 
ports, the ONS left its estimate ' 
of growth in fourth quarter 
gross domestic product (Gt)F) 
unchanged at 0.2 per 
with continued strong growth 
in services helping' to out- 
weigh the negative trade 
effect 

However; ONS revisions to 
GDP data earlier in the year 
meant that the year-on-year 
growth rate was revised down 
from 1.6 per cent to 131 per 
cent, the lowest level for al- 
most six years. 

The latest data, taken to- 
gether with yesterday's evf- -. 
dence to Parliament from 
Eddie George, the Governor of 
the Bank of England, left the 
door open for further interest 
rate cuts in the months ahead, 
analysts said. 

Speaking to BSPs on the 
Treasury Select Committee, 

Mr George - who will today 
make his first speech in the 
North-east since his contro- 
versial remarks about jflfo&i-; 
losses in the region - mdicati- ' 
ed that his concerns about in- 
flationary pressures in the - 
labour market M fopted 

Mr George said he found it V 
‘difficult to exptate” the '. 
pound’s recent strength s 
against the euro. However; he- 
denied that the euro - which 7 
hit new record lows ag a msHfae 
dollar yesterday - wns'fating 
collapse. 

The Governor also ufged«- • 
dustrial countries to do mere 
to boost growth in the troubled ■ 
emerging markets. 
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BIB LOUDON 

FOOTSIE MOVED to within 10.4 
points of its all time high at one 
stage but blue chips failed to hold 
their best levels. By the dose a 115 
gain had been cut to 85.3, leaving 
the index at 6,155.2. Supporting 
shares managed to remain in 
positive territory. Banking shares 
were again strong with Barclays 
up a further 62p to l,729p and 
National Westminster Bank, on 
figures, 45p to 1 JI9p. Unilever's 
£5bn handout failed to give lasting 
pleasure. The shares, at one time 
up 33p, ended a shade lower at 
624.5p. Derek Pain, page 21 


pE^ NEW YORK 

US STOCKS were volatile in 
morning trade in New York 
yesterday, with traders digesting 
comments made fly Alan 
Greenspan, chairman of the US 
fed, in his biannual Humphrey 
Hawkins testimony 

At lunchtime, the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average was treading 
water at 9547.08, down 5.6 points, 
recovering from a 79-point drop 
earlier in the day. 

The Nasdaq Composite was up 
29.02 points at 2371.03. Internet 
and other IT-related stocks 
rallied. 


Around the world’s Markets 

FUC I | % | TOKYO I 5AO 1 


A STRONG showing by Wall Street 
overnight on Monday pushed Tokyo 
stocks sharply higher yesterday. 
The Nikkei 225 index finished up 
243.98 points, or l.7l per cent, at 
14^00.65. 

Persistent weakness in the yen, 
which was trading at 120.5 to the 
dollar in Ibkyo, helped to ease 
the pressure on Japanese 
exporters. 

Ktyoshi Kimnra, strategist at 
Soddte Gdndrale Securities, said: 
“With the dollar trading at above 
120 yen, it would not be surprising 
to see a rise in the Nikkei to 15,000." 


Bgj SAP PAULO 

STOCKS edged higher yesterday, 
with traders keeping a nervous 
eye on the faltering Brazilian reaL 
Persistent dollar outflows pushed 

the real through the 2 to the dollar 
barrier for onty the second time 

since the shock devaluation at the 
beginning of January. Concern 
that a newly-installed Congress 
could resist austerity measures 
also unnerved the foreign 
exchange market Howeven 
traders on the equities market 
kept their nerve, and the Bovespa 
index was up 4752 points at 
9122.07 in the early afternoon. 
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AMSTERDAM 


the Amsterdam exchange was ■ flfi 
among the best performing ‘ \ - 
bourses in Europe yesterday wife- 1 
Unilever’s surprise special ■■ 
ytadend helping the benchmark' j 

index close more than 1.5 per cent 

higher • _ j. 


j^frjkfed «P &38 points at 
Kfi69. Unilever rose 13. euros to 

Vittorio Gaudio, fund manager 
SpA, said: “There has 

o®ea success in corporate • ••• •' 
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There must be ways to spend Niall’s cash 


NIALL FITZGERALD, chairman of 
Unilever, was in defensive mood 
yesterday as he admitted defeat in 
his search for an alternative, prof- 
itable use for the £5bn he banked 
when he sold Unilever’s speciality 
chemicals division to ICI. Rather 
than spending it on growth, 
whether organic or acquired, the 
money is instead to be returned to 
shareholders. 

Intriguingly, the amount 

TTnilAtrArfe Tvwimrt — «• 



— equates 10 UJe 

loss of value ICT shareholders have 
suffered since they acquired 
Unilever’s unwanted bits and 
pieces. Since many of these share- 
holders are one and the it 
ought to be asked who reaDy gained 
from this exercise in corporate re- 
structuring -apart that is, fremf^ 
driven investment bankers and 
lawyers, which goes without saying. 
But that's another stoxy. 

More seriously, whafs happened 
to make Mr FitzGerald, who want- 
ed to spend the money on his busi- 
ness, c han ge his mind? Acquisition 
prices are just too high, he says, even 
in the Fhr East where private own- 
ers have yet to adjust their expec- 
tations to the new market condilirais. 
So it is no to Heinz, no to Reckitt & 


Outlook 


Colman, and no to just about every- 
thing else Unilever has been imlnvi 
with ova- the last two years. 

Mr FitzGerald's decision raises 
two issues. The first is the level of 
asset prices and whether they are 
stOl too high to temp t all but the 
most foolhardy investor. Mr 
FitzGerald dearly thinfe-a they are. 
He has been looking for business- 
es in emerging markets, or which 
have the capacity to expand in 
those areas. But the multiples at- 
tached to potential targets are pro- 
hibitive, even before a control 
premium is added. 

In this respect, the market is 
right to applaud him for returning 
the cash pile to investors, rather 


than squandoingU on some ill-axi- 

ceived management frolic. There is, 
however a more disturbing issue. 
If a company Ifltp Unilever cannot 
find a sensible way to invest the 
money after two years of scouring 
the globe, how are our investment 
institutions to managg it? 

After so many years of share buy- 
backs and special dividends, insti- 
tutional investors are already 
awash with ca sh. The problem is 
compounded by the drying up of the 
new issues market, which is all but 
dead. It is a terrible indictment of 
the stock market that in the last 
year or so, one of the few ready 
homes for institutional money has 
been the re- weighting of tracker 
funds in expanded FTSE compa- 
nies like BP-Amoco and Vbdafbne 
AirTtruch. 

There are several possible reme- 
dies. One is for fond managers to 
start looking at neglected small and 
medium-sized stocks where values 
have been hammered by the quest 
for size. Institutional investors are 
also going to have to start thinking 
much more seriousfy about the 
business start-up market Much of 
what passes for venture capital in 
Britain - buyout activity - is little 

more t-han financial en gmaaring . 


But perhaps most important, in 
an age of low or negative inflation, 
both investors and companies are 
just going to have to get used to 
much lower rates of return than 
they have enjoyed in the past 


US interest rates 


MOST Alan Greenspan speeches 
are so carefully crafted, balanced 
and qualified, that you need to be 
something of a mind reader to 
know what he is really thinking On 
one of the few occasions when he 
did speak his mind - recklessly re- 
ferring to the "irrational exuber- 
ance" of markets - he almost 
immediately regretted it if only be- 
cause his analysis proved to be so 
entirely wrong. So these days he is 
even more measured and Delphic 
than ever. 

Even so, the Federal Reserve 
chairman’s hiannnal Humphrey- 
Hawkins testimony to the US Sen- 
ate yesterday contained a clear 
enough message - that while there 
is no urgent need for action, the bal- 
ance of risk in the US economy is 
now on what he calls the upside 
rather than the downside. What he 
means by this is that the reces- 


sionary scare brought about by 
the collapse in emerging markets 
last autumn is now largely over; in 
the US at least, and that the most 
pressing concern has once again 
become that of a revival in inflation. 

The key sentence in his speech 
is the one in which he asks whether 
the foil extent of interest rate cuts 
undertaken at that time to address 
the seizing-up of financial markets 
remains appropriate now that those 
disturbances are abating Just to ask 
the question is to know the answer 

With the US economy still grow- 
ing at a rate that puts the rest of the 
world to shame, and Wall Street 
back to near record levels, it could 
hardly be argued that Americans 
still need cheaper money. All the ev- 
idence points to the contrary - so 
much so that one of the most rele- 
vant questions in international eco- 
nomics today is whether the Fed 
didn’t repeat the policy mistakes of 
the crash of 1987 during the stock 
market wobble of 1998. 

Plainly that is what is worrying 
Mr Greenspan most - that in at- 
tempting to correct a short-term 
crisis in financial markets, he has 
stoked up inflationary pressures 
and prolonged an ultimately un- 
sustainable boom. 


The most important conclusion to 
drawfrom all tins is that if and when 
the long bull market in equities does 
drawtoadose,itismudimorelikdy 
to be brought to an end by the tra- 
ditional means of a reduction in liq- 
uidity caused by an increase in 
interest rates - which in itself will be 
a reaction to inflationary wage pres- 
sure - than the deflationary slump 
many predict is awaiting the US and 
the rest of the world. 

Booms don’t die of old age; gen- 
erally they are murdered by the 
anti-inflationary policies of the US 
Federal Reserve. There is no rea- 
son to believe it will be any differ- 
ent this time round 


Sky/Canal Plus 


RUPERT MURDOCH has been fay- 
ing to get into bed with the Euro- 
pean television industry for so long 
he is running out of potential dates. 
Brief flings with the likes of Ber- 
telsmann, Leo Kirch, Silvio Berlus- 
coni and Telecom Italia have all 
ended in tears. Now he is flirting 
with Canal Hus. the French satel- 
lite broadcaster that dominates 
the European pay-TV market 
From a commercial perspective, 


Canal Plus and British Sky Broad- 
casting have always been ideally 
matched. Combined, the two would 
create a pay-TV giant with the po- 
tential to reach 18 million viewers 
across the Continent They could 
also share the financial burden of 
launching digital television ser- 
vices in their respective markets. 

Unfortunately, this is one of 
those dalliances that is doomed 
never to mate it anywhere near the 
altar. In the past the European 
Commission has cracked down 
hard on any deal that even hinted 
at eliminating competition in the 
European television industry. 
Something as blatant as a Canal 
Plus-Sky merger would be dis- 
missed almost out of band 

Rupert Murdoch's real problem 
is that multi-channel television is 
now too well developed and en- 
trenched in Europe to allow him a 
foot in the door. Sky’s do minan ce of 
British pay-TV was built on taking 
a huge punt on a business whose 
potential had not been spotted by 
others. Who knows. Mr Murdoch 
may find some other fledgling in- 
dustry from which he can build a 
power base on the Continent But 
the doors seem closed against him 
in pay-TV 


BG profits 
get £600m 


pension 
* fund boost 




PROFITS AT BG, the gas trans- 
portation, exploration and pro- 
duction arm of the former 
British Gas, are being boosted 
by £6Q0m because of the huge 
surplus in its staff pension 
fund, it emerged yesterday. 

News of the boost to profits 
came as BG indicated that 
shareholders are likely to see 
a payout of £lbn-£2bn this year 
as part of an overhaul of the 
group's balance sheet 

Profits were swollen by 
filOlm last year because of 
the pension surplus and will re- 
main £70m-£80m a year high- 
er over the next six years. 

BG said that because its 
£12bn pension fond was £lbn 
in surplus, it was now able to 
release a £600m provision built 
up over the years ago to pro- 
tect against any deficit in the 
fund. 

The company’s 100,000 pen- 
sioners will not benefit direct- 
ly from the release of the 
provision. But BG said that its 


By Michael Harrison 
B usiness Editor 


pension scheme was already 
one of the most generous avail- 
able. 

Pension benefits are index- 
linked, members contribute 
only 4 per cent of pay and the 
scheme allows employees to 
retire on a full pension of two- 
thirds final salary from the 
age of 50 onwards. 

David Varney, BG’s chief 
executive, said tire company’s 
priority for this year was to im- 




Key director 
quits at Rover 


David Varney, BG chief executive 0 eft) and financial director Philip Hampton at yesterday’s results announcement 
Their priority this year is to restructure the balance sheet Mark ChUvers 


THE ROVER director responsi- 
ble for negotiating radical new 
waking practices has resigned 
as the BMW parent company 
takes increasing control over 
the British-based car-maker. 

David Bower, personnel di- 
rector. is leaving the company 
after more than 20 years amid 
rumours that the Rover board 
is likely to be slimmed down and 
largely stripped of its powers. 

Tbny Rose, Rover’s deputy 
chair man, retired recently and 
other board members are ex- 
pected to leave as part ofa review 
of the company's operations. 

The moves at Rover follow 
the appointment of Joachim 
Milberg as chairman of BMW to 
succeed Bernd Pischetsrieder. 

Senior union sources yes- 
terday declared that they were 
“relaxed" over Mr Bower’s res- 
ignation, believing that they 
could “do business" with Harry 


by Barrie clement 
Labour Editor 


Dunieavy who will assume his 
responsibilities. 

Mr Bower, together with 
Tony Woodley of the Transport 
and General Workers’ Union, 
agreed a package which intro- 
duced unprecedented flexibil- 
ity into the working procedures 
of Rover’s employees. The 
British car manufacturer had 
come under considerable crit- 
icism from its German owner 
over declining profits and low 
productivity. 

As part of the agreement 
Rover workers have agreed to 
“annualised" hours so that the 
Rover plants can cope with 
peaks and troughs in demand. 
In return the union elicited a 
pledge from the company that 
tte present 37 hour week would 
be reduced to 35. 


prices were still too high. “My 


prove its capital structure by job is to look after my share- 
loading the balance sheet up holders’ interests, not some- 


with debt 

This could allow BG to raise 
gearing from 40 per cent to be- 
tween 50 and 60 per cent, giv- 
ing it up to £2bn in spare 
capital to play with. 

Mr Varney ruled out a bid 
for either Enterprise Oil or 
Lasmo and indicated BG was 
not about to hit the mega- 
merger trail, saying asset 


body else's. Fifty per cent of 
these mergers end in misery 
and we are not paid to take 
evens bets," he added 
He was speaking as BG re- 
ported an 8 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits last year to 


Mr Varney said this was not a 
prelude to a demerger of the 
new division from its pipeline 
arm Ttensco. 

Despite the bleak outlook for 
on prices, BG is doubling its oil 
and gas exportation pro- 
gramme this year to £400m. 
This will be coupled with an in- 
tensified drive to cut costs but 


It’s Time for 


£L.227bn and said it was merg- job losses among Trans co’s 
mg its exploration and pro- 14,000 workforce would be 


Notebook Power 


duction and international 
downstream arms. However; 


modest compared with the 
2,500 cutbacks last year. 


Salomon move to Canary Wharf 


Take a closer look at the amazing specification of 
our high performance 366-2 notebook which 
includes a massive 128Mb RAM and fast 6.4Gb 
hard disk for just £1189 +VAT. Order the Exec 
model now and pay nothing until the year 2000 
on our No Deposit, Interest Free option. 1 
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Processor 


Time Mobile Office' 


SALOMON SMITH Barney’s 
1,800 London staff are to be 
moved from their current 
offices in Victoria to a brand 
new skyscraper in Canary 
Wharf to be built alongside 
Citicorp’s new head office, 
which was begun before the 
merger of SSB and Citicorp 


BY JOHN WBLLCOCK 
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f Staff have already been in- 
formed of the move, and one 
plan under consideration is for 
a giant dealing floor to connect 

the two new skyscrapers, 
which when completed will 
face the Millennium Dome 
across the Thames. 

Since October; joint chief ex- 
ecutives Ron Freeman and 
James Boshart at SSB Europe 
have been pondering how to 


bring all the investment and 
wholesale banking activities of 
the new group together under 
one root 

It is less dear what trill hap- 
pen to another 90 SSB staff at 
Lombard Street in the City, 
and another 300 in Piccadilly. 
Citigroup refused yesterday to 
comment on the plan, or what 
will happen to Citicorp’s 3,000 
staff in offices in Berkeley 
Square, The Strand and Lon- 
don Bridge. 

Citicorp also has a big back- 
office operation in Lewisham, 
a Diners Club head office in 
Famham, and other opera- 
tions in Scotland. 

SSB has a trading floor over 


Victoria railway station the 
size of a football pitch, one of 
the largest in Europe. The 
floor has already been ex- 
tended twice, and is “bursting 
at the seams", according to 
sources close to the bank. 

Salomon had the choice of 
moving to Canary Wharf in 
1988 but this was vetoed by 
John Gutfruend, then the in- 
vestment bank’s chairman, 
when he discovered there was 
no Tube line to Docklands. 

The much-delayed Jubilee 
Line extension to Canary 
Wharf is dne to open before the 
aid of the yean Citigroup man- 
agement have promised staff 
that no transfers to Canary 
Wharf will take place until the 
new line is open. 


The Citigronp move co- 
incides with plans by Canary 
Wharf to raise around £2 bil- 
lion by an initial public offer- 
ing (IPO) on the stock 
market. 

Some Cily analysts voiced 
doubts this week that the float 
would go ahead as planned 
before Easter, following the 
high-profile pulling of the 
William Hill float by Nomura 
last Saturday. 

However; the consortium, 
led by Paul Reichmann, which 
owns Canary Wharf has re- 
fused to confirm in public the 
property market’s conviction 
that it is planning a spring 
float, thus making it easy to 
poll out if the state of the 
market looks unattractive. 
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Hint of anxiety 


on Zeneca deal 


there was just a hint of 

anxiety in the stock market 
about the £48bn drugs merger 
between Astra of Sweden and 
Zeneca. 

A Swedish pension fund is 
due to decide next week 
whether to support the deaL 
It has around 4 per cent of the 

Astra capital 
If it should come out 
against the merger, there are 
worries that, with Astra’s 


Market 

Report 



vote could materialise, as 
Zeneca needs at least 90 per 
cent of the capital to win the 
day. 

Sources dose to Zeneca be- 
lieve such an event is highly 
unlikely. It is pointed out that 
the pension ftind invariably fol- 
lows the wishes of a com- 
pany’s employees and the 
Astra workforce is in favour of 
the merger 

The fund was supportive of 
an earlier big drugs get to- 
gether the American-Swedish 
alliance which resulted in 
Pharmacia & Upjohn. It has 
come out against major deals 

- Renault and Volvo was one 

- but then the car workers 
were Ear from happy about 
the suggested merger 

It is thought many small 
Astra shareholders will accept 
the terms, although their lob- 
bying organisation is agpinst ft. 

The giant merger is due to 


Derek 

Pain 


The rest of the market 
failed to hold best levels. At 
one time, on the back of the 
overnight Wall Street surge. 
Footsie was up 115 points to 
6.185J2, just 10.4 below its trad- 
ing peak. It dosed 85.3 higher 
at 6,155.2, only 23.8 below the 
all-time high, hit last July. 

Results also helped the 
early progress. National 'West- 
minster Bank was at one time 
up 104p but had to settle for a 
45p gain at L3i9p. Unilever, on 
its £5bn handout was treated 
even more harshly. At one time 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


CALLUNA, the computer 
group, was the most 
actively traded under-card 
share, with Seaq putting 
volume 9.7 milli on as the 
price feD 4p to 23p. After 
the dose came the reason; 
year’s results will be 
“substantially below” 
market expectations and 
there was a hint that a cash 
call was being considered. 
The group, which has a 
computer security system, 
bit 3&£p last summer and 
has been 96pu 
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share price, pence 
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The bidding war started when 
Photnbition made an offer 
which Scbwak topped with a 
£94. 6m shot 

Kenwood Appliances rose 
5p to 99p as speculators 
prowled. with some aggressive 
funds increasing their hold- 
ings, and blistered sausage- 
skin group Devro climbed 
away from its 12-month lent up 
18.5p to l63p, with a little help 
from the boys in dark glasses. 

Arm, the chip maker font 
came to market nearly a year 
ago, rose a further 55p to a 
2,Q4Qp peak following an in- 
vestment lunch hosted by 
ABN Amro. Acora, the com- 
puter group nursing a big 
Arm stake which it plans to 
sell firmed 5p to 163.5p. 

Ladbroke, up I.75p to272p, 
was also helped on its way by 
ABN, and Vodafone improved 
33p to U72p as Merrill Lynch 
lifted its profits expectations. 

Gallaher was puffed 3.5p 
higher to 423p with BT 
Alex.Brown hanging a buy 
sign on the shares. 

On the under-card. Drew 
Scientific improved 2lp to 
97.5p after it obtained the ap- 
proval of the American Food 
and Drug Administration for 
a heart disease test 

NXT, the maker of flat 
panel loudspeakers, jumped 
52fipto48lJ5pm busy trading, 
after saying it had signed 24 


be completed next month and 
despite the scare stories from 
Sweden is expected to go 
through. The two companies 
have seen more than 150 in- 
stitutional investors in the 
past few weeks and it is 
thought they received en- 
couraging responses. 

In a letter to its share- 
holders, which could indicate 
some anxiety about their at- 
titude. Astra said the Zeneca 
deal was the best way forward 
and could unlock the US mar- 
ket for its drugs. 

Stephen Ewing at WestLB 
Panmure said Astra share- 
holders “would be mad” not to 
accept the deal. Zeneca 
shares finned I7p to2,629p in 
busy trading. 


up 33p, it ended Xp lower at 
6&L5p as some cash-rich in- 
stitutions wondered whether 
they realty wanted yet another 
cash injection. 

Rail track, ahead of to- 
morrow’s railway summit, re- 
versed a further 29p to l,403p. 

Corporate action was again 
a major influence. BSkyB 
rose l&25p (after 31.5p) to 
536.75p on the possibility of a 
link, perhaps even a merger, 
with Canal+, the French pay- 
TV group. 

Coutts Consulting, where 
bid talks were confirmed, rose 
7p to 355p and BS, the old Bris- 
tol Stadium, raced ahead 25p 
to 145p after reporting bid ne- 
gotiations were taking place. 

Allied Leisure, up 2p to 
27J3p, and European Leisure, 
i.5p at 70p, at last admitted 
talking merger - stories of a 
deal were circulating last 
month - and printer Wace 
inked in a 5p gain to 76p as 
Allied Graphics, a US group, 
said it might counter an 
agreed offer from another 
American business, Schwak. 


SHARES OF Waterfall the 
bars and snooker chibs 
chain, held at 59p with 
little investment interest 
apparent. Yet it could soon 
be engulfed in bid action if 
the confirmed Allied 
Leisure/Eoropean Leisure 
talks prodnee a merges: 
EuroLeisure has a hostile 
23 percent stake in 
Waterfall which last year 
had abortive merger talks 
with the Springwood 
leisure group. Waterfall 
touched 108p last yean 


new licensees in the past four 
months. The group, the old 
Vferity, says it has developed a 
new transparent wafer-thin 
speaker. 

Easynet climbed 26p to 
261p after linking with Ed os, 
the computer games group, to 
provide an Internet service 
caused Eidosnet 

Profits warnings lowered 
Tbtal Office I4p to 38.5p and 
Oxford Asymmetry showed 
once again that the market is 
not prepared to take prisoners 
when its forecast profits failed 
toimpress. The highly rated 
shares lost 59p to 499p. 


SEAQ VOLUME; 92i5 million 
SEAQ TRADES: 82^22 
GILTS INDEX: n/a 


Investment 


Wimpey seeks acquisitions 


GEORGE WIMPEY, the UK’s 
largest homebuilder, could 
spend up to £3 00m on acquir- 
ing smaller rivals over the 
next few years in an attempt 
to exploit the recovery in the 
UK housing market 

The chairman, Joe Dwyer, 
yesterday said that the re- 
cent collapse in the share 
price of many housebuilders 
had opened up several 
takeover opportunities. 

He noted that Wimpey 
spent up to £300m a year to re- 
plenish its land-bank and that 
it could use the money to fund 
acquisitions. 

Mr Dwyer said that the 
company was always looking 
for potential targets but was 
not in talks with any rivaL 

He predicted that some City 
institutions could be reluctant 
to sell their shares, as many 
housebuilders are trading at a 
discount to their net asset 
value. 

His comments came as 
Wimpey dispelled some of the 
gloom surrounding the sector 
with a good set of results and 
an upbeat outlook for 1999. 

In 1998, Wimpey posted a 35 
per cent rise in pre-tax profit 


By Francesco Guerrera 


GEORGE WIMPEY: AT A GLANCE 


to £85. lm on turnover up 15 
per cent to £l.40bn_ The in- 
crease was driven by a surge 
in operating profits from Mor- 
rison Homes, Wimpey’ s US 
Subsidiary, boosted by the 
buoyant American boosing 
market 

The UK units put in a re- 
silient performance in difficult 
market conditions, with 
Wimpey Homes, the largest 
division, increasing its 
operating profit by 35 per cent 

and McLean, the upmarket 
housebuilder; advancing 7 per 
cent 

The new chief executive, 
Dennis Brant said that 1999 
had started well with rev- 
enues up ll per cent over last 
year. 

The company underlined 
its optimism on the future 
health of the housing market 
with an ambitious programme 
of cost-cutting and sales in- 
creases. 

Mr Brant pledged to in- 
crease Wimpey Homes' rev- 
enues by 50 per cent and to 
double Wimpey’s US turnover 
within the next five years. In 


Market value: £486.697m, 

Trading record 1 994 

Turnover (£bn) 1.69 

Profit for the year (£m) 45. 1 0 

Earnings per share (p) 8.73 

Dividends per share (p) 5.50 


sh^e price 1 33p (+2.5p) 

1995 1996 1997 1998 

1.57 1.26 1.2 2 1.40 

15.60 31.50 63.10 85.10 

1.60 5.84 12,10 17.60 

5.50 5.50 5.70 6.00 


I Share price 
pence 

240 


Wimpey Homes 

profit marglns% 

20 



Wimpey Homes, growth would 
come from moving upmarket 
with an increase in the num- 
ber of detached houses built to 
over 30 per cent of the total 
from the current 20 per cent 
Average prices are also ex- 


pected to increase from 
around £75,000 to around 
£85,000. 

Mr Brant a Wimpey insid- 
er who became chief executive 
last month, also promised to 
boost the division's poor mar- 


gins by slashing costs. 

He said operating margins, 
currently standing at just 7.8 
per cent had to reach 10 per 
cent within 2 years. 

Most of the reduction will 
come from reducing the com- 
pany’s supplier base to "half 
what it was three or four years 
ago. The introduction of new 
building technologies should 
also save around £1000 per 
house. 

City analysts welcomed the 
results and were reassured by 
Wimpey’s bullish view of the 
future, "it seems a fairly ideal 
scenario. Volumes are good 
and they seem to be able to in- 
crease market share at the ex- 
pense of smaller 
housebuilders one expert 
said. 

Mike Foster at Credit Ly- 
onnais Securities is forecast- 
ing a profit of £88m for 1999, 
which puts the shares, up 2.5p 
to 133p yesterday, on a forward 
multiple of just 7.5 times, com- 
pared with ratios of around 23 
times for the overall market. 

Mr Foster said that, at 
these levels the shares are 
veiy cheap and rates them a 
buy. 


ABP plans £70m 
share buyback 


Admiral shares falter 
on fears for growth 


ASSOCIATED BRITISH Ports, 
the UK’s largest port operator 
yesterday moved to boost its 
aifing share price with plans for 
a £7Dm share buyback. 

The company which owns 23 
ports across Britain, pledged to 
increase its planned £20m 
equity repurchase programme 
by an extra £50m in 1999. Last 
yean ABP bought back around 
£30m worth of shares in an at- 
tempt to sharpen up its capital 
structure. 

The chairman. Sir Keith 
Stuart, said the company would 
fund the bityback through the 
sale of a number of its proper- 
ties, especially in non-port 
locations. He (fid not rule out 
further returns of capital to 
shareholders. 

He said that the business's 
healthy cash flow was more 
than enough to fund capital ex- 
penditure, enabling the board 
to distribute surplus capital to 
investors. 

Sir Keith’s pledge came after 
ABP reported a 4A per cent in- 


BY Francesco Guehrera 


crease in 1998 pre-tax profit to 
£110.2m on turnover up 18 per 
cent to £339m. 

Profits in the core ports di- 
vision took a EL4m hit from a 
slump in steel exports from its 
South Wales harbours. Con- 
tainer traffic was also reduced 
by the global economic turmofl. 

The shortfall in steel and 
containers was offset by higher 
volumes of cars and petroleum 
products. Sir Keith said the re- 
sults showed the resilience of 
the group's operations. 

Hbwevec ABP*s shares dosed 
down 3p at 262p,we0 below their 
387.5p 12-month peak. 

Alastair Gunn, transport an- 
alyst at Credit Lyonnais Secu- 
rities, said the shares -on just 
10 .times 1999 earnings fore- 
casts of around £l20m - were a 
buy “T cant see why they should 
go down further They are stand- 
ing on a whacking great discount 
to the market rating and ABP is 
a very sotid business." 


THE STOCK market tore a strip 
off Admiral yesterday after the 
computer services group pro- 
duced what investors inter- 
preted as an uninspiring set of 
results. 

Shares in A dmir al which 
have doubled in value since Oc- 
tober and are among the most 
highly rated in the information 
tedmo^ogysednq dropped 10 per 
cent to 1290p after the company 
reported pre-tax profits of £23Jkn 
- an increase of 34 per cent -for 
the year to last December 

At first glance, there ap- 
peared to be little wrong with 
the figures. Before acquisi- 
tions, revenues grew by 22 per 
cent to £l43m. And Admiral's 
operating margins, which are 
already among the best in the 
industry, widened by a foil per- 
centage point to 15.5 per cent 

However; investors are be- 
ginning to have their doubts 
about whether Admiral can 
sustain its past growth rates in 
the coming year and, more im- 
portantly, into the next century. 


by Peter Thal Larsen 



Clay Brendish: Wants 
strategic acquisitions 


Yesterday foe company hint- 
ed that there might be a down- 
turn in business in foe final 
quarter of the year as cus- 
tomers put projects on hold in 
the run-up to foe millennium. 

Meanwhile, it is on the look- 
out for acquisitions in conti- 
nental Europe as it attempts to 
widen the geographical spread 
of its operations. 


Clay Brendish, Admiral's 
chairman, said the company 
had recently fixed on the need 
for strategic acquisitions as part 
of its long-term business plan. 
“We are looking for a geo- 
graphical presence in compa- 
rable markka." he said, pointing 
out Germany and the Nether- 
lands as key areas for expansion. 

However; some experts said 
Admiral would have trouble 
lifting margins in its continen- 
tal European operations, which 
are currently about 10 per cent 
to the 19 per cent return it en- 
joys in foe UK Meanwhile, op- 
erating cash flow had not grown 
as strongty as its profits, sug- 
gesting that revenue growth 
might be about to slow down. 

On profit forecasts of about 
£30m for the current year; the 
shares trade on a forward earn- 
ings multiple of 43. Although Ad- 
miral is widely lauded as a 
well-run company, most ob- 
servers believe that on its cur- 
rent prospects the shares are 
high enough. 
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COMPANY RESULTS 

Pre-tax (£) 
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tfaa 

0.078m (-0 390m) 

TT.83P (-©.66p) 


- 

- 

0.494m (-1390m) 

3.0c (-6.Dc) 

-H 

- 

- 

-0 908m (-1.B3m| 

-Zap |-85p) 

-H 

— 

- 

1.95m (1 42m) 

6.7p p2p) 

09PH 

1504.99 

01.0399 

66 7m (55.0m) 

52.lpH1.9p) 

19.5p(15.3p) 

269399 

01.0396 

-0536m (-0 557m| 

-1^p(-13p) 

-H 

- 

- 

255m (158m) 

B Op (45p) 

7A»H 

21.tS.99 

269499 

2 142M (975 Om) 

92-lp (34.5p) 

3&0K-) 

04.0599 

01.0169 

-i 73m K.ffimi 

-77p(-4.5p) 

- H 

- 

- 

3.71m £04m) 

9 77p (6-20p) 

nBH 

- 

- 

.1 04m (6 86m) 

-4 Op (18.0PI 

6.4p (B.2pJ 

15-0499 

15.03.99 

296m (5 76m) 

6. Op (15. Op) 

5.5p fS-Opl 

04.05.99 

299399 

3J8m [308Qml 

A 06p nS.73p) 

11 Jp (95p) 

0395.9 

29.0399 

3. OSrr (4.72W) 

26.4Sp(44.74p) 

10.70p (-) 

21.0599 

23.0499 

324m (5.12m) 

9 4p (14.2p) 

5-7p (5 4p) 

06.0599 

159399 

85.1m (63.1m) 

i?59p nz.oep) 

aftl(5.7p) 

13.0599 

01.0398 


PERUSING THE latest issue of 
The Grocer ; as one does, I no- 
ticed an interview with David 
Robey, head of retail at Shell, 
giving his views on the oil 
giant's plans to open conve- 
nience stores at its 1,000 UK 
petrol stations. 

So far foe scheme is being 
test-run with a prototype store 
on the Strand in London. Mr 
Robey identified Salisbury's 
Local as foe ideal convenience 
store format He said he had no 
qualms about “shamelessly pla- 
giarising until we've caught up 
with them, then we can start to 
innovate ours elves.” 

I wander how Salisbury’s 
feel about being shamelessly 
plagiarised. Not a dipping Mr 
Robey will be putting in his CV 

1 think. 


By John 
WILLCOCK 



Tabloid homes 


Movie moves 


RICHARD BROOKE, who 
stepped aside as BShyB’s fi- 


nance director in November 
1997, has added another two 
heavyweights to the board of his 
fledgling pay-per-view movie 
channel called “digital broad- 
casting company” (dbc), which 
launches this summer 
Mr Brooke has lured the 
former driving force behind 
PotyGram in Europe, Alain 
Levy, and his deputy, Mark 
Meyer, to join dbe’s board. 

dbc is a joint venture be- 
tween Pearson Television and 
Deutsche Bank and will offers 
choice of 10 movie channels 
broadcast via SkyDigrtaL 
Mr Brooke's team indudes 
Roger HaH as marketing di- 
rector; who already has film 
marketing experience following 
his seven-year stint at Block- 
buster Video. And he has hired 
an American lawyer and former 


Canal + executive, Amory 
Schwarz, to do the deals and 
buy the films from foe Ameri- 
can studios, dbe’s finance di- 
rector is Helen Pflkington, 
who was formerly group man- 
ager at UH* the UK distributor 
for Universal Paramount and 
MGM studios. UIP was broken 
up by foe European Union as 
an illegal cartel following a 
complaint by BSkyB. Mr 
Brooke insists however that 
there is no HI feeling 
Lastly there is Karel 
Sagers, formerly head of 
movies at Canal + in the 
Benelux countries, who mil be 
in charge of selecting and 
scheduling films. The team 
may expand further, however. 
*Tm sure there’ll be one or two 
others popping up,” says Mr 
Brooke. 


RICHARD SAVILLE, finance 
director at foe housebuilder 
Wimpey has dear views about 
what Idnd of newspapers his 
customers read. Yesterday Mr 
Seville complained about all 
foe doom and gloom spread by 
quality newspapers like The 
Independent about the econo- 
my in the last 12 months, with 
tales of the Asian crisis and the 
collapse of foe rouble. 

Mr Saville added thought- 
fully: although we do not 

normally associate our buyers 
with foe readers of those kind 
of newspapers.” 

So its tabloids only for Wim- 
pey home-owners. Fascinating 


Money back 


CHARLES SCHWAB, the Amer- 
ican-owned share shop chain, 
has already paid back roughly 
half its frustrated retail in- 
vestors in foe William Hill float 
which was pulled in favour of a 
sale last Saturday 
Around 3,000 nominee ac- 


counts held at Charles Schwab 
were recredited on Monday 
morning and the remaining 
8,500 investors will receive 
cheques going out today. Three 
other share shop obarm? are 
making similar arrangements. 

I asked Barry Sullivan, who 
runs Charles Schwab's Birm- 
ingham office, whether he had 
ever seen another popular 
share offer being pulled in this 
way: “Not so close to the allo- 
cation being announced,” he 
said. 

Did aiiy investors grurahle at 
not getting shares in foe betting 
shop chain? “There've been a 
few. But the main concern by 
clients has been to get their 
money back so they can re- 
invest in something else.” 

Disappointed investors will 
also get £20 betting vouchers 
and a 5 per cent interest pay- 
ment which will be sent out by 
registrars IRG next week. 

AD tins will cost money of 
course. Mr Sullivan says: “No- 
mura have agreed in principle to 
compensate us for our efforts.” 


E-maiL j.wtllcockfe indepen- 
dent co.tlk 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


Country 


Sterling 

Spot 


I month 3 month 


Dollar 

Spot 


1 month 3 month 


Euro 


UK 

AuStljll* 

Austria 
Belgium 
fan.iri .1 
Denmark 
Euro 
Finland 

France 
Germany 
Greece 
Horw turns 
Ireland 
Inlv 
Japan 
Malaysia 
Mtauco 
Netherlands 3 231 * 
New Zealand 5.0033 
Norway '2 725 
.Par rugal 393.95 
Jfaudi Arabia 6.0571 
Tne.ipoir 2.77S1 
South Africa 10.02^ 
Spain 243-95 
Sweden 13.055 
Switzerland 2.3375 
US 1.6135 


1.0000 
2 5198 
20.175 
59.146 
2.4103 
10 906 
1.4665 
8.7176 
9.618 
2.8676 
475.B2 
12 503 
1 1547 

2839.0 
195 67 
6.1315 
160*>7 


2 51E® 
20.163 
59.037 
2.4135 
J0SS9 
1.7771 
S.70I5 
9.600 
2. 862 3 
477.53 
12.505 
I 1526 
2833.7 
194.57 
6 2706 


2.5182 

20.150 

58.825 

2.4127 

10.858 

1 7826 
8.6701 
9.565 
2.8521 
481.16 
12.527 

1.1465 

2S23-5 

193.21 

6.4651 


3.2251 
30023 
12.741 
293.40 
6.0SS5 
2.7713 
10.1034 
243.5D 
13 032 
2 3299 


3.2135 
3.0022 
12 784 
292 35 
6.0771 
2.757B 
10.2652 
262.63 
12.988 
2.3145 


0.6198 
1 5616 
12.504 
36.656 
1.4963 

6.7589 

0.9088 

5.4Q28 

5.9605 

1.7772 

294.89 

7.7490 
0.71 56 
1759 4 
121.27 
38000 
9.95 T 5 
2.0025 
0.5373 
7.8864 
182.17 
3.7508 
1.7217 
6.2125 
151.19 
8.0909 
1 44S7 
1.0000 


0.6200 

1.5617 

12.502 

36.606 

1.4965 

6.7517 

0.9075 

5.3953 

5.9523 

1.7748 

298.09 

7.7535 

1.3993 

1757.0 

120.83 

3.8880 


0.6203 

1.5619 

12.498 

36.486 

1.4965 

6.7344 

0.9045 

5.3777 

5.9329 

1.7690 

298.44 

7.7700 

1.4038 

1751.3 

119.84 

4.0100 


1.9997 

1.8615 

7.8999 

181.92 

3.7565 

1.7183 

6.2645 

150.98 

8.0806 

1.4446 


1.9932 

1.8621 

7.9292 

181.33 

3.7693 

1.7105 

6.3670 

150.49 

&0558 

1.4356 


0.6819 

1.7183 

13.7603 

40.340 

1.6463 

7.4368 

1.0000 

S.9457 

6.5596 

1.9558 

324.47 
6.5262 
0.7876 

1936.27 

133.428 

4.1811 

10.9496 

22037 

2.0480 

8.6774 

200.48 
4.1270 

1 8944 
6.8356 
166.386 
8.9024 
1.5940 
0.9088 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Country 


Sterling Dollar Co" try 


rv” 


Argentina 

Brajil 

China 

C;e<ftRep 

Ghana 

Hungary 

India 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

Nigma 


1.6135 
3.2755 
13 357 
55.588 
5.5066 
3B160 
366 66 
63 *63 

14360 6 

0.4912 

137.96 


1.0000 

2.0300 

8.2780 

34.451 

14127 

2365.0 
227.24 
42.430 

8900.0 
0 3044 
85.500 


Oman 
Pskfcun 
Philippines 
Poland 

Qatar 

Russia 

South 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Dirfcey 

UAE 


Seeding 

0.6212 

82.743 

62.92B 

6.2525 

5.8729 

36966-4 

195*0 

53.292 

60.427 

567461 

5.9266 


Dollar 


0.3650 

51.280 

39.000 

3.8750 

3.6398 

22910.0 

1211.00 
33.028 
37.450 
351685 
3.6730 


| INTEREST RATES J 

UK 

Discount 

5.25% 

Repci(Ave) 

3.15% 

Base 5.50% 

Denmark 


Japan 


European Central Bank 

Discount 

3.25% 

Dhcount 

0.50% 

CVN Marginal. 50% 

US 


Switzerland 

OTO Facility 2.00% 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

1.00% 

Repo 3.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

3.25% 

Canada 

Fed Funds 

4.69% 



Prime 6.75% 

Sweden 





BOND YIELDS 


Country 3mth dig 

1 w 

dig 

2yr dig 

3yr dig 

70 yr 

«*« g 

Australia 4.66 

0.00 

4.75 

0.10 

492 0.08 

5.12 0.09 

5.40 

0.09 

Belgium 

2.97 

0.00 

290 

-0.02 

3.05 -0.01 

3.55 -0.03 

4.06 

-0.03 

Canada 

4.85 

0.02 

5.03 

0.04 

5.08 0.06 

5.12 0.05 

5.17 

0.03 

Biro 

3.08 

0.00 

3.02 

-0.01 

296 -0.0) 

3.35-O.OI 

3.87 

-0.02 

Franc* 

3.08 

0.00 

292 

0.04 

3.00 0.00 

3.37 -0.02 

3.95 

-0.03 

Germany 3.08 

0.00 

3.02 

•0.01 

296 -0.01 

395-0.02 

396 

-0.03 

Italy 

298 

0.01 

2.97 

-0.03 

3.09 0.00 

3.55-0.03 

4.09 

-0.02 

Japan 

0.14 

0.01 

0.16 

0.02 

0.32 0.04 

1.02 099 

1.99 

0.14 

N'lands 

3.08 

0.00 

3.02 

-0.01 

3.04 -0.01 

3.41 -0.02 

3.95 

-003 

Spam 

2.95 

0.02 

2.90 

-0.02 

295 -0.02 

3.47 -0.01 

4.08 

■0.03 

Sweden 

3.07 

0.01 

3.18 

D.02 

3-24 0.02 

3.57 0.01 

4,17 

•0.02 

S' land 

1.31 

-0.01 

1.49 

-O.D1 

1.54 0.01 

1.92-0.02 

2.37 

-0.04 

UK 

5.08 

0.00 

5.27 

-0.02 

A.81 -0 02 

4.44 -0.04 

4J2 

-0.03 

US 

4.52 

0.08 

4.53 

Q.18 

A97 -0.09 

5.01 -COB 

5.07 

-0.06 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Ovetdgtit 1 week 1 month 3 moods 6 month* 1 year 
BH ORB- BM Dfhr BJS Offer Bid Offer Od Orta- BB Offer 


Treasury BUs 
LIBOR 

Domestic Depas 
EurosterUng Deps 
OgMe Bank Bills 


Sterling CDs 
Euradolb 


liar CDs 
EumUbar 


5.33 5J3 5.10 5.08 

5.63 5.6 3 5431 5.61 5 *4 5.44 532 5.32 537537 

5.50 5 63 5.505.63 5.50 5.56 531538 5.19 5.25 5.135.19 

5250 5.63 5.53 5.66 530 5 56 5.31 538 5.19 535 5.135.19 

5.40 530 535 5.15 5.04 434 

5-54 5.46 5.32 534 5.18 5.10 5 155.07 

*■82 4.87 432 

3.113.11 3.IQ3.1Q 3.08 3.08 3.03 3.03 3.02302 


wrwnw.bloomberg.coni/uk. Source: Bloomberg} 


LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


Contract 


Settlement High 

Low 

■vrUITC OHU 1— S( 

Long GUt 

Mar-99 

117.86 

118.04 

117.60 

56191.00 

80420.00 

5 Yr Gilt 

Mar-99 

108.68 

._ 



63.00 

German Bund 

Mar-99 

116.01 





Italian Bond 

Mar-99 

114.01 

114.18 

113.65 

12202.00 

43799.00 

Japan Govt Bd 

Mar-99 

131.24 

131.45 

131.05 

3337.00 


3 Mth Sterling 

Mar-98 

94.68 

94.69 

94.67 

10895.00 

186500.00 


Jun- 99 

94.93 

94.97 

94.93 

17337.00 

192916.00 

3 Mth Eurtw 

Mar-99 

96.96 

96.98 

96.96 

38800.00 

151258.00 


rtpr-99 

97.04 

97.06 

97.04 

52.00 

4508.00 


Jun- 99 

97.10 

97.13 

97.10 

23638.00 

137095.00 

3 Mth Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.62 




._ 

3 Mth Eurtwwws 

Mat-99 

98.70 

98 71 

98.65 

15326.00 

86222.00 


Apr-99 

98.64 

98.65 

98.56 

19317.00 

66643.00 

3 Mth Eum Libor 

Mar-99 

96.96 

97.06 

96.97 

1531.00 

119546 00 


Apr-99 

97.04 

._ 



107148.00 


Jun-99 

97.10 

97.12 

97.11 

269.00 

107309.00 

FT5E100 

Mar-99 

61 57 .DO 

6189.00 

6100.00 29170.00 

170401.00 

UFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION 

SetdementfVte 6155.20 






FtB 



Ha 



Series Can knpUM Put ImpVtf 

Call Put 

Call 

Put Can Put 

6100 81 ... 

5 

7 

280 110 

351 

179 432 253 

61 SO 13 ... 

55 

15 

246 124 

321 

200 401 273 

6200 8 ... 

105 20 

197 142 

290 

220 370 293 

6250 6 1 

155 25 

172 164 

259 

241 338 314 


ENERGY AT 5:30PM 


Brent CrudcISAaneQGas ofl(Sttsnne) wn CrudefS/banelJ ftoducts(S/tame) 
H*E LOST Che Vp$ « Oo*e Otg Uol NVM La** the SpotOFNWEur 
Apr 106503727669 Mar 9a 75 325 10279 Mar 1136 OJO GasoBneSb 113.00 

May 1 1.01 0.26 6216 Apr 99.00 3 SO 5091 Apr 12.43 D.3S Naphtha 9450 

Jun 11 24 0-32 4994 100.75 325 1 31 6 May 12 54 0_M Gasoil 9650 

Jwi 12 67 0.3S Filer Oil (3.5ts)57J0 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at s.sopiv 



BASE DATE 

LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 

%OMYTD 

Inde* 

1970-100 

132.96 

1.80 

1.37 

215.26 

-3823 

Agricultural 

1970*100 

171.19 

090 

0.53 

23123 

-2597 

Energy 

1983=100 

44.09 

1.01 

1.35 

85.86 

-48.65 

IndMecaB 

1977=100 

125.09 

0.00 

0.00 

168.79 

-25.B9 

Uuesnch 

1970-100 

163.99 

1.40 

0.86 

191.03 

-14.15 

Free Metals 

1973=100 

385.78 

1.01 

0-26 

463.54 

-16 78 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (S/terme) i 

Cash Chg 

3 month 

eng 

UVESUfe 

Chgx 

Ahmiimum HG 

1159 

1160 -2.00 

1184 

1185 

-i 

812000 

-150 

Aluminoim Alloy 

1000 

1005 -3.00 

1032 

1033 

-l 

89900 

-940 

Copper A 

1369 

1370 14.00 

1396 

1397 

14 

690750 

25 

Lead 

517 

518 3.00 

521 

522 

5 

107050 

0 

Michel 

4810 

4B20 115.00 

4880 

4885 

110 

61866 

-1290 

Tin 

5335 

5340 40.00 

5270 

5275 

25 

7585 

55 

Zinc 

1022 

1023 11.00 

1033 

1034 

10 

308525 

-80Q 

1 PRECIOUS METALS 

pm flx/$ per n . 

pm fbt/£ per oz 


Coins IS) 



Day * rears .. . 

cfiR chit Tear s 

sr 

chit 



toor's 

chg 

Platinum 381.00 6.50 

4.00 Platinum 236.40 5.65-63.50 IW rands 29123 

7.39 


Palladium 3*6.00-4.001 12.00 ftnadhim214.70-0.95 72.00 Sows 72.37 
SUwsr 5 51-0.07 -0.97 S**r 3.40 -0 04 -0.55 Nobles 386.05 
Gold 286.70-0.50 -6.00 Maple Leal 294.35 -?.4B 


AGRICULTURAL suopa: 


Cocoa 
L1FFE £/rame 
Ntar99 926.00 
May99 916.00 
JuB9 933.00 
Wot: 133 

White Sugar* 
UflFE ymnne 
May99219J20 
Au*99 212.70 
Oct99 206.60 
uo): 704 


Coffee 
UFFE Storm* 
Mar991718.00 
Moy99i 650.00 
JOBS 1635.00 
VW 1020 

Freight 
UFFESlMfcpt 
F*W9 885.00 
MOC99 992.00 
Apr9910M.ro 
1 «: 22 


Bariey 

UFFE E/torm* 
Mar99 74.30 
IWay99 75.50 
Stfin 73.00 
VWr 
Wheat 
UFFE Eftmw 
Mai-99 71.50 
May» 73.40 
Jul99 75.75 
1M: 168 


Potatoes 

UFFE £r tonne 

Mar99 220.00 
AprM 282.00 
May» 320.00 
Vbt 4 

Com’ 

CBOT Cents/Ushl 
Mar99 215.00 
May9$220.00 
JnB9 225.75 
W* 13211 


Soya Beans' 
CBOI ttk 
Apcfl9 476.50 
MayTO 480.50 
J»i 99 487J5 
Wot 13216 
Lge Potatoes 
SOSSiig 
Mar99 29.60 
May99 19.35 
JbB9 32.60 
Vot 60 


OTHER SPOTS AT 5:30Pr.i 


Apr Lae Cattle (CtoEJSWOkfc 67 JO Mar WhneM fee ISAFJSflOOmt mm 

Mar Port Betaes (CME)S740MS 528S Jrt Rubber PCMJY/Sklw Sim 

May Orange Juke |CTN} 5/154 IB 86JQ May Cotton (CTO) s/50k fa <57 2 

Mk (CSC)S/50kb Mar Crude tam (lOqSQStn l 7 Bnm 

Mar Oas (OnSfihMi 1 02 JO May 50*0* pnjSfSfl, 

May Ra (WCE)V20m 285.00 Jrt Mxtienl&rn {Itt9 J/SOOItg 






•v 


. -<r 


5 



22/MANAGED FUNDS 


THE ,NDEPENDENTk/- 

febnaq 1999 




, fsrl riM^ NS . 
iM* ( ^ t 1 


JBCmaTmtUi 


4 BM* feM* LM, LMftlHI 20 




CaOOtfPBBiDll 

fMtfnflnmis 


i«ro i 7 iio i jo aoo loo 

90 93 944 ? 1.10 000 300 


it 


130 la 52t 
209 084 SIS 
100 000 SZS 



320 1 09 323 
70 003 D «5 52 $ 


irLuzn- 


Si 


32 


OOO 500 
DOO SOD 

100 aoo 5.00 
lea aoo in 

0 09 527 500 
DM 527 500 
020 4 . 7 SXSLGB 
590 1 . 12 X 500 
520 4 M Stffl 
920 4 J 4 500 
OOO 500 
DOO 500 
208 500 
206 500 
112 500 
11? son 


me 




WiS 


4326 4 UQ -090 0 00 6 00 

Ilia 117.73 -197 732 500 

41650 4430 ) 703 1 . 42 X 630 

ISO B 0 18029 0 33 505 150 


•H+r* 





ItSu 


l 


m 


9158 9540 1.43 DOO 400 

non 117a 2JB ooo 400 

00.77 6130 024 000 400 

9050 9433 233 13 # 400 



T I H’ 


Trm 




r.O lex 3735 BmtVMd, CB14 4CB 


473 00 3 40 
12860 205 
1CH) 035 
«» » 015 

mm ors 

l»n 3S5 
196 80 1 85 
lOOKJ DOC 

81 16 096 

U 741 4 ) DC 
137 70 SH) 
14320 1 45 
W« 8 55 

•mod m a 
1268 oa 10 «J 
32320 U 0 
5 K RJ 1020 
78 62 0 24 
30040 4 MS 
C 5 D 2 oa 
su a 2 i 


« 1 74 a ® 
CO i oi ooo 
<0 1 11X525 
W ill 5 S 
» 1 35 SOD 
« 5S 
41 525 


to noa 63 
M OOOX 5 M 
07 Ottl 525 
96 OOO 525 
00 orX123 


3 BiEJ;~T.T,TIiiiTtra 


PTT ? 


X 


X3XXZ3HL 


3XE2E 






AVOID 


MIDWEEK MONEY - EVERY WEDNESDAY 
REVIEW 

YOUR MONEY - EVERY SATURDAY 

PERSONAL FINANCE - EVERY 
SUNDAY - WITH SPORT AND BUSINESS 

YTHE INDEPENDENT 


THE INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


75 5Tm ™ a,, 

- ■■ mm «fl3 4102 S2»5.fl0 

CTJG raM a» OA 800 
BB 5 r te IK® 11100 -ai o 0 X 10 5 W 


Mi 

736 

on 

450 

-oa 

ODD 

460 

oa 

808 

450 * - 

ooo 

658 

ODD 

4J8 

OOT 

4a 

-B 27 

om 

4a 

0.35 

8.42 

408 

ia 

1 95 

481 

0.12 

000 

0.03 

054 

ooo 

<a * 

OK 

7M 

000 

on 

D.OO 

4M ■ ■ 

016 

269 

4a. 

£44 

347 

400 • 

204 

2 62 

4M 




3SEE EgSZCEEE 


■wtoa mm ITM6g«ii LM 


j^a. 


:r^ r 


osoq 44QH0 


a 


t r 


U**l * CwttM ffT RtHSM) LM 


E3ESE 



— m 
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When I jump well, I have tunnel vision or am aware of things around me, but only in slow motion’ 

Hansen sights triple crown 
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THE SYDNEY Olympics are still a 
long way off. Tb paraphrase 
Goldwyn, we all have a lot of water 

to pass before then. EspedaBy Ashia 

H anse n , although we’ll come to 
dope- testing later The point is that 
ifs for too early to make predictions, 
yet Hansen has already saddled 
herself with an unenviable burden, 
for people are talking about her as 
Britain’s best hope for Olympic gold 
In Valencia last year she estab- 
lished la new indoor world record for 
the triple jump - an awesome 15.16 

f metres. And on Sunday at the Gaz 
de France meeting, she jumped 
14.81m, the best in the world this 
year; bearing her close rival the 
Czech Sarka Kasparfeova, by four 
centi m etres. On both occasions, 
she started the competition feebly, 
saving her best until last, which 
shows that, when push comes to 
shove, and when step comes to 
jump, she responds him a champi- 
on. “It’s funny" she says. “When I 
jump wefl I either have complete tun- 
nel vision or I am aware of things 
going on around me, but only in slow 
motion." 

We meet at the Alexander Stadi- 
um in Birmin gham She is an en- 
gaging character, open and 
opinionated and also more than a lit- 
tle dizzy, taking at least two minutes 
to work out how old she is. Eventu- 
ally, she decides she must be 27, and 
in feet can be forgiven some uncer- 
tainty, for the details of her birth are 
slightly hazy. She knows she was 
bom illegitimately in Evansville, 
Indiana, to a teenage girl and an 
^ American footballer: When she re- 
^ tires from athletics, she intends to 
track them down. 

At three months old she was 
adopted by a white Englishwoman 
and a black Ghanaian, who had 
married in Cairo and were studying 
at the University of Indianapolis. 
They later moved to Ghana where 
her father worked fix - the United Na- 
tions as a lecturer in politics. Young 
Ashia, meanwhile, offered glimpses 
into tiie future, persistently beating 
boys bigger and older than her in 
races down the hill outside the fam- 
ily bungalow “If you didn’t get the 
tuning right, you’d fall oven" she re- 
calls. The same principles still apply. 

Mangoes and bananas grew in the 
garden, and she enjoyed a fairly kfrf- 
lic childhood blighted only by rite oc- 
casional theft of her pet rabbits. 
Hansen lowers her voice, conspira- 
toriaQy. “My raumwifl kill me for say- 
ing so," she says, “but I think people 
ate them.” She hoots with laughter: 
She is great fun. and physically 
% striking. Her best-kmiwn trademark 
is her long hair; which flows spec- 
tacularly through the hop, step and 
jump. Up dose, I see the occasion- 
al flash of an other trademark- a sil- 
ver tongue stud. “I had it done in 
. October," she says. She leans de- 
liberately towards my tape recorder 
“I had my belly button pierced in 
1994, and so many athletes copied it 
Now I want to see how many peo- 
ple do this." 

When Hansen was eight - by 
which time her mother had borne a 
child naturally, her sister M a m ian- 
na - the family moved to Poplar in 
the East End of London. There she 
encountered racism for the first 
time. “I was the only black kid in ju- 
nior school with an African accent 
too, and I had no friends from the 
first year to the fourth year It didn't 
help that I was good at sport be- 
cause the girl I took over from as the 

number one runner i£dn*t Eke it and 

Wnor did her friends. They didn’t pick 
on me because I was hard, and I 
would fight boys as well as girls, but 

they didn’t talk to me. Also, there was 

a 15-year-old boy who lived in the 

same block of flats as us and he used 

to call me ‘coonflakes’. It hardens 
you up, that sort of thing-" 

At 15, she had another traumat- 



The 

Brian Viner 
Interview 


icyet formative experience. Her fa- 
ther white working m Tanzania, was 
hit by a car and foiled. “It was ter- 
rible, really. He used to travel a lot 
but one day he went away to work 
and didn’t come back. Actually, I 
think I coped well with it And be- 
cause he never saw me doing well 
in athletics it spurred me on, be- 
cause I would wonder ’what would 
he think of this?’ But that was 
never niy main motivation. I just re- 
ally eqjoyed it” 

When Hansen, as a teenager; 
started smoking and hanging out 
with dodgy friends, her mother in- 
sisted the family should move from 
Poplar to slightly more genteel sur- 
roundings in Essex. There she 
joined Ilford Athletic Chib where she 
blossomed as a sprinter and long- 
jumper Indoors, she has run 100m 
in 11.7sec and 200m in 24J5. But at 
22 she decided to focus on the triple 
jump, in which her speed is her chief 
asset “I don’t want to sound big- 
headed but on the runway Tm foster 
than anybody” she says. So might 
she yet broaden her repertoire 
again, perhaps by competing 
directly against Denise Lewis in the 
heptathlon? 

“No, I leave the heptathlon to the 
nutters,” she says, studded tongue 
in cheek. I don’t think she means to 
be disrespectful to Lewis. She cheer- 
fully reckons that the pole vault is 
for “nutters” too, and adds that the 
heptathlon is a ferociously tough 
event, which wouldn’t suit her be- 
cause she’s no good at hurdling. But 
there is clearly no love lost be- 
tween Lewis, the pin-up girl of 
British athletics, and Hansen, up- 
and-coming claimant to the same 
title. “Tve kwwmDenise since junior 
days," says Hansen. “I used to long- 
jump against hen But we don’t have 
a great deal to say to each otbec We 
tried to mend fences, but it didn’t re- 
ally work. We just don’t hit it off. It 
happens a lot in athletics." 

One of the reasons for this, 
Hansen reckons, is that most ath- 
letes are naturally aggressive. “Ybu 
have to be if you’re going to go into 
the weights room and lift twice, or 
even three or four times your body 
weight” On the track, she admits 
that this aggression is sometimes 
turned against officials. “In major 
competitions you have to wait in a 
controlled area between warm-up 
and track. Nobody is allowed in or 

out white they checkyour spies and 

tape up any illegal advertising and 
make sure there are no Walkmans, 
which some people try to take on to 
the track to keep them focused or 
even to listen to coaching tapes. But 
I get angry if the officials keep us 
there for too long, and I’ve been 
known to have a go, because then 
you have to start warming up all 
over again." 

Hansen insists, however; that 
she is fiilfy supportive of officialdom 
in its battle against the use of per- 
formance-enhancing drugs. "I’ve 
never actually seen anyone ta k i ng 
anything, but then Tm quite naive. 
And you do see some funny things. 
You see certain European athletes 



Ashia Hansen: 1 have a big weakness for Indian food, the hotter the better The trouble is, I need to lose half a stone’ Robert HaBam 


without spots one year and then 
caked in spots the next, which is a 
side-effect of sterud abuse. But we 
get a lot of out-of competition test- 
ing. Sometimes you’re told that you 
have to be in ata certain time, and 
if you’re not you could get a three- 
month ban. Or sometimes they 
come to your door without any 
warning at alL That happened to me 
quite a lot last yean and I’ve had peo- 
ple waiting for hours while I chink 
bottles of pop, cups of tea, even been 
to try and produce some urine.” 
The one proscribed substance 
that does pass Hansen's Bps is pro- 
scribed only by her coach. Aston 
Moore. “Curries,” she says. “I have 


a big weakness for Indian food, the 
hotter the better The trouble is, I 
need to lose half a stone. In the triple 
jump you land with a force equal to 
eight or 10 times your body weight 
ami that’s on a single l.eg. so the 
lighter you are, the less Bbety you are 
to get injured. You don’t want to be 
bulky. Look at Jonathan Edwards." 

Despite her best intentions, how- 
ever; she remains vulnerable to the 
call of the vindaloo. Indeed, she 
shamefacedly admits she frequent- 
ly has them delivered to her home, 
and I have an irresistible image of 
her opening the door expecting a 
man with a curry only to find a man 
in a blazer saying “please pee into 


this ” she laughs. “It hasn't hap- 
pened yet,” she says. 

She shares a flat in Birmingham 
with her best friend, sprinter 
Katherine Merry, and is presently 
unattached, having split up with 
her boyfriend a month ago. Several 
of her boyfriends have been white, 
which has led to racist taunts prin- 
cipally; she says, from black men. 
“It’s another reason why I like ath- 
letics. Because there’s no racism in 
it," she says. Which athletes. I won- 
den does she most admire? “My 
coach, Aston, and Linford Christie. 
When you think of what Linford’s 
been through, and still he’s come up 
smelling of roses. I’ve jumped 


against him, you know. We were in 
Lanzarote. training and he bet me 
he could do longer bounds. He did 
beat me a couple of times, but 1 beat 
him too." 

It is easy to picture Hansen ris- 
ing to Christie's challenge, for she 
is a fierce competitor both on the 
track and off. She even owns up to 
six penalty points on her driving li- 
cence, incurred for racing agains t 
other cars on the motorway. Mo- 
ments later; she offers me a lift back 
to New St Station in her souped-up 
VauxhaD Corsa. Against my better 
judgement, I accept life the rest erf 
my encounter with Ashia Hansen, it 
is an interesting experience. 


Nerurkar 
forced out 
of London 
Marathon 

by kieran Daley 


BRITAIN LOST one of its principal 
hopes for April’s London Marathon 
yesterday when Richard Nerurkar 
withdrew on medical advice. 

Nerurkar; who finished fifth in the 
event two years ago, said: “I’ve 
struggled to find my best form in 
training and competition and fol- 
lowing a series of medical tests I’ve 
had over the past three weeks I have 
been advised to take an extended 
period of quiet training. 

“I am obviously very disappointed 
to have to withdraw. My priority now 
will be to return to top form and win 
a place in the marathon at the 
Sydney Olympics." 

But there was some good news for 
the organisers when Portugal's 
Domingos Castro was confirmed as 
a runner Castro, who has a personal 
best of 2hr 7min Slsec, set when he 
won the Rotterdam Marathon in 
1997, last ran the London event in 
1996 when he was sixth. 

Dave Bedford, the event's in- 
ternational race director, expressed 
his delight at Castro’s decision to 
compete in what many believe to be 
the greatest marathon field ever as- 
sembled. “The strength in depth wfll 
guarantee another highly competi- 
tive event, which is something 
people have come to expect from 
London." he said. 

The veteran sprinter Merlene 
Ottey has warned her younger 
competitors that she is not ready 
to retire. Irritated by suggestions 
that she is on the verge of retire- 
ment, the 38-year-old Jamaican 
said that she is already “looking for- 
ward to next year". 

That could mean going to Sydney 
for another attempt on Olympic 
gold - one of the few achievements 
that has eluded hen The Sydney 
Games would come just a few weeks 
before ho- 40th birthday. “Tm hoping 
to go to the Olympics if I'm running 
well," Ottey said. 

Mozambique's Maria Mutola will 
look to rediscover her record- 
breaking form of three years ago 
when she runs in the 1,000 metres 
at the Stockholm Grand Prix meet- 
ing tonight Mutola, the three-times 
world indoor champion, will attempt 
to break her own world record time 
of 2min 3lJ23sec, set at the same 
Stockholm track in 1996. 

Mutola missed out on a new 
800m mark in Lievin, France, at the 
weekend finishing half a second 
outside her own record. But she wiH 
look to get back in top form in 
Stockholm, in the final big test 
ahead of the World Indoor Champi- 
onships in Japan in March. 

The American Gail Devers, who 
ran 6.98 in the 50m at the Lievin 
event, could also go close to world 
record form. Strong performances in 
the men’s events are expected from 
the Cuban trio of the high jumper 
Javier So to mayor; Ivan Pedroso in 
the long jump and the world indoor 
60m hunOes champion, Anier Garda. 


Tomorrow 

There are a lot of people 
in the pits who would be 
very pleased to see them 
fell flat on their feces. 1 
As Jacques Villen euve's 
team prepare for the new 
season, Richard Williams 
looks ahead to what 
promises to be a tough 
year for Formula One’s 
newcomers 


England are 
simply hopeless 

Sir: Why do we continue to focus 
on the nature of Kevin Keegans 
appointment and totally ignore 
the deep-rooted problems that 
taint our national game? 

The England team has not won 

a major trophy for decades, and 
that is unlikely to change with the 
Aside being made up of largely 
■ Overrated players of insular 

mentality. . . _ 

Our Premiership far contains 
too many mediocre clubs and 

foreign journeymen who _are 
playing at the expense of English 

is ourpost-Heysel European chib 
record which is at best described 
as poor, . . 

Kevin Keegan has a mountain 

to climb. 

NULL LOVEJOY 
ShenZep Brick End, Bucks 


Sports Letters 

Post letters to Sports Desk at 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London El 4 5DL and include a daytime telephone number. Faxes to 0171 293 2894 
or e-mail to sport@independent.co.uk E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


Blame foreigners 
for our failure 

Sir: We must free the fact that, 
whatever messiah we may put in 
charge. England are unable to 
produce a side that can win 
anything in Europe, let alone the 
world. This will continue as long 
as Premier clubs pack their 
teams with foreign players, 
leaving insufficient chance for 
promising young Englishmen to 
play at the highest teveL 

Drastic action must be taken 
by the FA. such as limiting clubs 
to a wimiTnnm of two or three 
players on their books. Unless 


and until something of this nature 
is done, the situation wiD not 
improve. Indeed, it may 
deteriorate further. 

GEORGE FREEMAN 
New Malden, Surrey 

Shirt-pullers 
need collars felt 

Sin Now it has been brought to 
general notice that there is such a 
thing as “gentlemanly conduct" in 
football, can we expect to see it 
applied to shirt-pulling which 
seems ignored by referees? 
MORGAN JONES 
Lyme Regis, Dorset 


Woodward is 
clearly clueless 

Sin Could you please tell me what 
planet Clive Woodward is from? 
Steve Hanley from Sale is a 
superstar in the making, Matt 
Perry is England's best full back 
by far. Mite C-att and Paul 
Grayson are not up to the 
standard of the modern game and 
yet Woodward still cant see that 

Could someone please remind 
Woodward that the World Cup is 
this year 

It is no good having wonderful 
forwards ( John Mitchel l has done 
a superb job with them) if the 


backs are not going to perform. It 
is time for Mitchell to take 
controL 

GARY STEWART, 

Barbican, London EC2 

Sportsmanship an 
imported quality 

Sin Jeremy Gray (Letters, 
February 17) shares the 
misapprehension that the football 
practice of throwing the ball to 
the opposition after injuries 
originated in England In feet, it 
came here from Continental 
footbaH It would be arrogant to 


assume the English have a 
monopoly on sportsmanship. 

Look at Arsene Wenger! 

HARRY BOVIS. 

London,NW5 

Cards favour the 
poorer players 

Sin To their credit, some 
referees avoid whistling at the 
first sign of foul play, rather 
waiting to see if any advantage 
can occur. But, there comes a 
point during the foul, when this 
advantage can not only become a 
disadvantage; but can favour the 
offender. During the recent 


Manchester United v Ars enal 
game, Roy Keane tugged Patrick 
Vieira's shirt, while at the same 
lime attempting to chop hirp 
down. 

Vieira, to his credit did not 
react at first, until the 
provocation was too much, at 
which point he raised his arm. 
Although it was dear who the 
perpetrator of the foul was, both 
players received the same card 

This is just one incident in a 
long line where the perpetrator of 
the offence received the same 
punishment as the recipient 

Taken to the extreme, a poor 
player can kit* a talented player 
and draw a reaction. Both players 
are then sent off, and the 
advmrtage favours the offending 

Obviously this is extreme, but 

how different are many other 
examples week-in week-out in the 
Premiership? K 

GARY JACOB 

St Catherine’s College, Oxford 
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Channon’s 


great Classic 


hope is dead 


THE FLAT turf season, which 
begins a month tomorrow, will 
not be quite the same. Bint Al- 
layi. the champion juvenile filly 
who transfixed racegoers with 
her bewitching speed last sea- 
son. will not be among the cast. 

She died on Monday night 
after sustaining an injury on the 
gallops. With her goes the op- 
portunity to witness once again 
an acceleration which is not 
gifted to the many: with her 
goes much of the potency of the 
1.000 Guineas, for which she 
was favourite: and with her 
goes the admirable Mick Chan- 
: ion's best cliance to open his 
Classic account 

Bint Allayl was in the midst 
of a conventional piece of work 
un Monday when she suffered 
traumatic damage to the bone 
between the shoulder and 
elbow of one of her front legs. 
Desperate attempts were made 
to saw her. 

“While doing a routine can- 
ter yesterday Bint Aliayl suf- 
fered a complete spiral fracture 
of her left-fore humerus," An- 
thony Stroud, the racing man- 
ager to the filly's owner Sheikh 
.Ahmed A1 Maktoum. reported 
yesterday. "She was given 
emergency first aid on site and 
transported to Donnington 
Grove Veterinary Surgery, 
where she was attended. 

"They did everything in their 
power to save the filly but at 
22.45 last evening it was con- 
firmed that she should be eu- 
thanased on h umane grounds." 

Bint Allayl was never a 
racehorse for the small print 


by Richard Edmondson 


Her reputation was enormous 
even before she set foot on a 
racecourse for the first time, at 
York last May. She lost to Pi- 
palong that day and it is that 
filly, whom Bint Allayl later 
thrashed in the Queen Mary 
Stakes at Royal Ascot, who will 
go down as the only horse to 
beat her. 

Bint Allayl won the Nation- 
al Stakes at Sand own, when her 
devastating turn of foot was 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Kathryn's Pet 
(Doncaster 3.05) 
NB: Count Karmuski 
(Doncaster 4.40) 


first unfurled and Channon’s 
first victory for the Maktoum 
family was registered. Anoth- 
er set of adversaries was tart- 
ly dispatched in the Lowther 
Stakes at Yvk. a contest which 
established the filly as the best 
of her generation in Europe. 

In the International Classi- 
fications, the year-end official 
analysis, Bint Allayl was rated 
116. 21b clear of Criquette 
Head's Criterium de Maisons- 
Laffitte winner; Moiava. She 
was favourite across the board 
for the first fillies' Classic, de- 
spite undergoing an operation 
on an injured hock over the win- 
ter Now there is nothing. 

“On behalf of Sheikh Ahmed 
I would like to thank all of the 
vets and their staff for their 
tireless efforts and hard work,” 


Stroud added. "Mick Chan- 
non, who trained the filly so 
well; Candy Morris, who rode 
hen and her dedicated lass, Al- 
wena Jones, who looked after 
her.” 

This loss will hurt Channon, 
tho ug h he wfll notshow it Bint 
Allayl was among the first con- 
signment of Maktoum horses 
he received- Also in the batch 
was the talented colt Josr Al- 
garhoud, whom the trainer 
guided to success in the Gim- 
crack at York. Josr Algar faoud 
was subsequently spirited away 
to join Godolphin's winter exo- 
dus to Dubai. Channon did not 
ay then. He may feel like doing 
sonow. 

Potter Again was, as her 
name might suggest, not as fast 
as Bint Allay l, but she did not 
know that She too has left us, 
and she too departed in the sup- 
posed comfort of her home gal- 
lops. James Potter had onfy 

recently transferred the seven- 
year-old from David Nichol- 
son's yard to David Evans at 
Long Mountain Farm near 
WelshpooL 

“This is an awfiil thing to see 
and it’s unfortunate for it to hap- 
pen just after we got the two 
horses from Mr Potter;" Debo- 
rah Evans, the trainer’s wife, 
said. “She was just doing a 
canter when it happened. It 
seemed the horse had a heart 
problem." 

Potter Again was a moderate 
hurdler who last performed at 
Bangor and ran poorly. Bint Al- 
layl was a superstar Both ran 
for our pleasure. 



Bint Allayl demonstrates her greatness with a smooth win in the Queen Mary Stakes at Royal Ascot last Jane 


Julian Herbert/AUsport 


Illegal bookmakers in the frame 


THERE WAS an unlikely star 
yesterday at the 25th annual 
general meeting of the Betting 
Office licensees Association. 
Sixtyish, quiet and anonymous, 
he was sitting in the bar of a pub 
in Wandsworth, taking bets 
from the regulars. What he did 
not know was that as he did so, 
the disapproving might of the 
1,600 shop William HOI empire 
was pointing straight at him. 

The man was an illegal book- 
maker; which makes him Pub- 
lic Enemy No 1 as far as the 
members of BOLA are con- 
cerned. Along with other black- 
market layas from Chesterfield 
and Coalville, he featured in 


by Greg wood 


video dips shot secretly by in- 
vestigators from Hills, and used 
in recent court cases after 
which the liquor licences of the 
pubs concerned were revoked. 

At yesterday’s AGM, the 
footage was shown as evidence 
of the problem which faces le- 
gitimate bookies - and, there- 
fore, racing in general - as 
millions of pounds continues to 
find its way into the pockets of 
their tax-free, illegal counter- 
parts. 

What (he film also managed, 
though, was to provide com- 
pelling evidence of the potential 


market for legalised betting in 
pubs and dubs should the Gov- 
ernment ever be minded to 
allow iL It is a possibility which 

rarnwg ’s »rimTnielrefo r S. fa Hroir 

desperate search for extra 
money, have recently started to 
promote. But this was hardly a 
fair conclusion on a day when 
Peter SavH the chairman of the 
British Horseradng Board, was 
among those who gathered to 
celebrate BOLAs quarter-cen- 
tury of service to bookies. 

In a few months’ time, Sav- 
ill and Chris Bell, BQLA’s chair- 
man, may be on a war footing 
as negotiations continue to de- 
ride how much Britain's pun- 


ters (via the Levy deducted by 
bookies) should pay to sub- 
sidise the prize-money paid to 
racehorse owners. 

Savill in his financial Plan 
for Racing, has demanded an- 
other £80m from the Levy but 
there was no indication yes- 
terday that Bell, who is also the 
chief executive of Ladbrokes, or 
his fellow bookmakers have 
any intention of assisting him 
in his aim. 

“I strongly believe that it is 
completely indefensible to sug- 
gest that the betting-shop 
punter pay more to the owner;” 
Bell told yesterday's AGM. “It 
is like saying that the National 


Lottery should be funding a 
Royal Opera House in every 
co mmuni ty. We have had the 
unenviable task of dealing with 
redundancies after the intro- 
duction of the National Lottery. 
We will not let the Financial 
Flan be the next catalyst for job 
Losses in our industry.” 

Bril also expressed a hope 
that the negotiations wffl be “co- 
operative and constructive”. 
Neither side shows any incli- 
nation to budge, however; and 
with his Ladbrokes hat on, it 
seems doubtful that Bril would 
offer odds any better than 10-1 
against the prospect of peace 
breaking out 


1 ANTE-POST UPDATE 
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Horrific fall batters McCoy 


HUNTER CHASE POINTERS 


TONY MeCOY was taken to hos- 
pital for an X-ray examination 
after a crashing fall at Ludlow 
yesterday. McCoy’s mount, the 
Martin Pipe- trained Northern 
Drums, was in the lead when 
coming down at the first fence 
in the novices’ chase and the 
jockey endured a sea of flailing 
hooves as the rest of the field 
galloped over him. At least one 
of the runners appeared to 
kick him. 

The champion jockey lay 
motionless while attended by 
medics and was taken by 
stretcher from the track. He 
was taken to Hereford Hospi- 


tal but was later discharged 
with no serious injury. 

“It’ll take more than that to 
keep me away from the Chel- 
tenham Festival," McCoy gri- 
maced as he was carried into 
the ambulance for the hospitaL 

One absentee from the Fes- 
tival wifl be %ulnev , erwallrakrae, 
one of the leading Irish hopes 
for the meeting and favourite for 
the Festival Bumper. The 
Christy Rocbe-trained five-year- 
old had won his only start in 
style and was 5-1 with Coral far 
Cheltenham. They now make 
Alexander Prize. Golden Alpha 
and Bifiverdm 6-1 co-favourites. 


■ Andrew Thornton, out of ac- 
tion for six weeks with a seri- 
ous leg infection, return to 
race-riding at Folkestone today. 

■ Super Ibctics, last year’s 
Raring Post Chase winner; may 
miss Saturday’s renewal in 
favour of the two-mile Emblem 
Chase cm the same card. “If the 
ground is soft three miles is far 
enough for him,” his trainer, 
Robert Alnet; said. 

■ Yesterday’s card at Sedge- 
field was called off due to frost 
The meeting would have been 
the first at the track since three 
horses were killed in a horrif- 
ic collision there last Tuesday. 


BROCKLESBY PARK 
(20 Feb) 

Castle Mane was afferent class to 
his rivals - and everything else on 
the card - In the Mens Open. Can- 
tering in second piece for most of the 
ray the seven-year-old cnised dear 
from the second-last fiance to win 
hard-held bya very Jongtookhg nhe 
lengths from Give It A Whirl In the 
fastest time of the day. He reely Is 
an outstandhg prospect 


LARKHILL (20 Feb) 
Satshoon hacked up In DMstan One 
of the Restricted. Held 143 , the. six- 
year-oid led three out and cantered 
home 15 lengths dear of Cahors fti 
the fastest time of the day. 
MWyhenry impressed to the totsr- 
madata Wes there, the eight-yeer- 
ofcf led after the thfcd-last to beet Bree 
HB by 30 lengths to a smart time. 


HORSEHEATH (20 Feb) 
BlamriUe impressed in the Mens 
Open. Always prominent the im- 
ported French TO-year-old led three 
out and came home a long-looking 
15 lengths dear of Sunny Mount to 
the best ttoie on the card. 


SINNINGTON (21 Feb) 
Maltin' Doo agar won easfly to the 
Mens Open. Outpaced two out to the. 
quckest race on the caret the ntoe- 
year-otd stayed on so strongly that 
althou^i teadng only on the nsHn, 
he was seven lengths dear of Blank 
Cheque by the Una 

/an Davies 


Doncaster 


2.00 Wynbury Flyer 
2.30 Stormyfalrweather 
3.05 Hoh Invader 
3.35 MANASIS (nap) 


HYPERION 

4.05 Christiansted 
4.40 Desert Brave 
5.10 Brattiay Majic 


GOING: Good to Rim [Good at places}. 

■ Lcfi-nond. pern-shaped course. 

■ CbttW * E or town all the AMS (M18 Jots 3 &4} ADMISSION: Ctob CB: Grand- 
•.tvii ES. Famfy Enc losjxc a (wider- Cs hoe al endosuros) CAR PARK: Free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Revafey 15 wm& from 92 iums (163%). N Hen- 
derson 10-55 C3GP-I. □ NkdroJeon 1058 |t7C°»l T Easterly 8-35 (223%} 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Carborry 11 wns from 40 ndas M A Fitzgerald 

V -1 fcjij**! P Niven 10-62 L Wyor 9-flO (E".} 

■ FAVOURITES: ED wrc from T40 races (success rare 3&2M 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Clastic Eagle 1305} 


FORM GUIDE 

Grata Deal: Made hard work at larxing z-flnbher Haydadr novice In November but 
aqwsed m tougher race at GatwrteK latest and plenty more on again here 
StomiyfBfeweMlier Outstandng ctakns an Cheltenham 2m4fwto over Skycab h Jan- 
uary and not disgraced when 30 lengths 3rd to Fbxtay Wood over same enures lat- 
est Prone to odd error but uMy 10 be undo- pressure here 
Grand Canyon: Port-to-partvwinarjLiiipedbatfy and pdbd up bottsfarfa a«r fences 
Lufcer Boy: No ago ol flbity n hw oudngs awr fences 

Mr Perkupp: Irish point-»-pant wtoner. Htotof ahity when cSstart3rd to Coler Bay 

at htxTtmgdori last month and looks ptacs possfitty 

Reml Doone: LltM agn of abity over hunles. Chose debut 

Ttaka Cover Smart lutler al ha best end tooted decent prospect on chase debut 

whan 2 lengths 2nd olBto Tuckers Tbwn at Fakenham (ten5f hop, soil} Sound Jumper, 

but yard in Ihe damans 

VERDICT) srrOHMYFAIIIWEATHEn takes a major drop n dees after usefti efforts 
n smart nonce company at Cheltenham and should also find these fences more to 
Ns Bwig Hswt haw to beat the tess-evpenenced Idee Com In convincing style to 
justify ha entry n the Royal S SurtAEanre Chase at tea Festival non month 


3.05 


. 2.00 


TETE-A-TETE SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,000 
added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £1,646 

• X BAUJNA BOY Offl iM Bwwi J FCimld 6 H 3 . , U A Fteoordd 

WELCOME 184) [0) (W Ttwiql W Tim; 6 11 3 .. N Hocrocfc* (S) 


TOTE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £8£00 
added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £5,885 

O- 1 C 6 TYROLEAN DHEMI (88) (□) (P ttoah) M Tonptan 5 12 0 Altoguto 

P-2FP3 GMGER FOX (Z7) (C) (0) (M Van Dcome) Mrs J Rtren 6 it 13_ „JIDunwoody 


•• PVEB5MAN (*i> (D) iIAb au«a do ttxaniai J FoGoraH 6 n 3 
PJCKJT1N PARKY [47) iA A Rackagng Ltd) Q UcCan G n 3 
i 1 PETER PERFECT (FI8) (P Ltmynuni Mre S Umytron 5 ft 3 

WSJ? CITY iU5A) [RM] ,P j Crcrw] H Uavn 5 ti 3 

i -' ,v WTHBURY FLYER (19) |D) (BF) 1 U 5 G P Soyim/t F U/ohya 0 0 

■ C ATHIE S PLOWS! ffflMI ftts P Bremaffl Q Brerat 5 00. . . 

i ™S? IRflT10NAL l^ 4901 u Um M 5 10 C 

| •-• ■.*■« RCSE SHARP (WlFCctcnlFCrniSWC 

j " CAKRONE (F481 iUs FbCCu U Kttnaffl MIonjAm-i C7 . . 

> ' LOOUCHE (FTT (Ml Wtoigi M Chjprcn A ® 7 

j **• p TTiWST GEORGE (8) ifi F Ri«monaii c K«an 4 a 7 

1 •- ? WHET (191 ME Cure,! JCuto4B= .. 

j V. SPORTY SPICE (F2Q (D C W A.-hpdpi j L Hire 4 02 

-iSdadered- 

i ^ ^ c -‘~ 

■ - -. .'-i 4 0 7 Gary Urat 50-1 |R HcfctshaM: M ran 


-RDummodyB 
.ACCoytop) 
RFWiartV 
Gaylyone 
■ A MagUre 
M Bremen 
. BPowrt 
- .MrCRee 
R Johnson 
W WorWngtan 
..Ur RAnrson 
. .OUcPfrafl (5) 
. . DGeSaghv 


FORM GUIDE 

Daiteia Boy Some at»Uy n tonvez last torn but vet to show n two outmos over 
r “ f .' orrpanv. but stable second stong 

Maurers WMCO.W Ortv sign cf abety ttw torni when tadnq m 5 th puce, M 2 out 
•l ‘'Jv ’• X CdtoncA irm sd good to ftrmj Urest 
Crertmen: « U '.: i 4b u r a »i seller rrinner Let mentn aid harwth 3rd of 15 l to Ratan- 
w - r " cor *^* CateilcA Cm sell good) Ltfost Not the neortiea of baWws 
' 4415 cxi 5-ciuru surUce and n cut above meet or those 
Pxkdm Perky: usi*? ngr. cf apuiy 5 a far 

Peter Perfect Moderate bb won Flat ZS-lsakftislippadwtwi 13th <jlB to IW. 
- • 5m*Lv cor«ni Rvr CSD n D« DHna 

W’.ld Ccy nudm up to 1m3f on Rre ►frjrcSoa debut 
WVnbwy Rj-er "-torove riSLwd Cotwrw* an Mto im month ana aom ran wea 
out 7 tenets 4m c* W to Moawhne Dancer 
re 1 jwd) la»v Shorter tr^j should surt 
Cat^ttoa Ftoerer. Tated off on use Fw outrg in W96 PnstHtSy bast watched oi lira 


-50305 NEW INN (25) (CO) UK I Smart] SGdkgsSTt TJ DGdegtar 

1-CU HOH MVADEH (BT) (D) ID F Akxst) C Mam 7 T1 9 JMagm 

23-111 KAJWnSTS PET P5) (Clfl (BBtMnJMreU RmtayS fl 6. — — Ur A Dempsey (3) 
23K CLASSIC EACSJE fit) (0) (8^ (Oassc BbodSOck) Us D tens 6 11 5 . .Q Bredtoy 8 

as y SAMAMD (1 1) (D) P*5 T CTIbt*) Mss LS«tbl 7112 TadM(S) 

0TO06 SA1HT oe. (USA) (11) (D) Racng F Jodan h « C A P McCoy 

2fi03W THIE FOR ACTION (25) (D) (B 6 A tadiam) C Mam 7 tl 10 MAFtagwaH 

0I.T3J THEBR6WMASIEH(15)(p)(JPojrtonAJBrBwei)nWatns7 09 GTBnmy 

- 10 decla r ed - 

BETTING: 9-4 KeAfyife P*. 4-1 Holt hreadac 114 lyrehnn Onren. 15-2 The Brereanw; Time 
For Aetim, 3-1 CtesMc Eagle. 1W *n> ton, 12*1 Gh^or Ftn. M-i Samantd, 33-1 SaU CM 
890. NonJaioe Fhnce 7 1) 7 N WBamson W far llfcs V WOatns) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Tyrolean Dream: ConsoABntly good efforts n three races smee tenting Free HandL 
cap Hurdle off Hb lower Dropped 2b renee 6th to Wahba Sands et Nwtury latest 
Acts on last sirtace and gone wel fresh 

Ginger ftoc Smart novice lest term (iwmef here} D sap pa Wlng over lenoesanoe good 
ZndtoHaaia oH 3b toeeron vitarwck reeppearenca Loota wetfted up to best here 

Mm^bivc^Dmviar^llb hgher last term. Showed he retora most of his attfcy 
when 13 lengths 5th of fl » KathryiW Pet mm C4D last monfh and looks capable of 

Cheaenham novice winner this term Form of lengths 
4th of 7toH<teboundatAscol wortaig cut tail has net been In off Iglitfy on hn*#- 


FORM GUIDE 

B The One: Farm af latest 22 lengths 3rd of 12 to Looks Ufa Trouble over 3m tee 
wwfaig out. Pro^ssstve and Beefy to be autad by shorter nfp but bid looks a shade 
high in wa^its 

MmaqlK Jumping much Impirered when baaten 2 lengths by Moor Lme n Hjywr 
grade ewer CSD bst month VM treated art that form 

Scud Missile: Formerly usefri hendcap hurdler to Pip Pofna. Showed Ittta on chese 
debut tor new wvb at WMsor ai Nov and (tffiaft to fancy 

Varyweit Raced to Ireland but fvghfy Wed smea Best (udgad on 43 lengths Sth to 

BroSier Of kis at hhntingdon it Nov end Me cbanca on ihat 

Joe Shaw: Chance on 7 lengths 3rd to Coint Karmusld at CMteridt (2m3f heap good) 

off We mark but ehort of s peed and possMy needs stamina test 

Cartels BendRo’e: Capable of botoshow on IT lengths 3rd to Brother Of ris over 3 m 

here n Dec and ran better than platings suggest when 4th to Boyzontoowa a Cett- 

erfck f2m3f nov heap, good to soft) latest 

Puple Ace: Sketchy jumper who seems Btely to struggle; judgng by ho 3* lengths 
4th 10 Double Tferrpo at Huntingdon to Dec {arwf nov. Kift} 

Fryup SateflBo: Plenty of experience and chance on 9 lengths ah to Hangem Out 
lb Dry ova- an here last morrih (good), but has rui moderately since 
Caracob Wtormg patoter end useful staying hurdler, but yet to compile to five out- 
ings over lances 

BoyzmtuowB: Ifiproved to beat Sousse 4 lengths at Cattenck to Dec bid since beat- 
en 18 lengths off this mark over same CAD and tools up against « 

Out By Night: Enulea to go dose on 7 lengths 4th to Hangbm Out lb Oy over 2 m 
here last month, from lb hghac. Stable back to form since 
Leap In The Dark: Ytei to get the hang of tenting and agan matte mestates when 4th 
of 7 Moor Lana over C&D las! month Plenty to find 

Rm Occursncet Fkst outtog snre 23 lengths 4th of B to Oufte A Man at Uttoeter 
(ansi nov. good to firm) to Apr ‘07. Few obvious ctama but bum a sh re wd yard and 
worm noting to the market with Timmy Murphy booked 

Dragone Bay: Earty ee ce CTi Carirato soorec. Lotis talrty weB exposed off this mark, 
as shown by his 6 th to Last Rrwera a Catterick to Dec 

Made Of Steel: Appeared to toystwe when B lengths 4tti of Xlto behnd Castletown 
Count at Generic* (2m3f heap, soft) and b not ermreiy out of 0 
Cou n try m an: Hot of pronsse on Chepstow debut but disappointed bet time (qieetfy 
bached) and b tifflcuK to fency from wel out of the hanticap 

VERDICT! MANASIS had not shown a steel deal before his second to MaorUme 
over the C&Q txn the form looks satd enough with the Ludow scorer Supreme Charm 
and consisiBnt Dovetto behind. It tivaAd have boosted his |unpng confidence and 
could be ihe epreigbaard to better ihnga He may have most to fear from Out By NigM. 
whose stable Is on a rok and consistent Csillale BandRoV 


4.40 


DOVE INGS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 
added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £2^960 


1T1BF YDUBETTHBEUEVHT(13(fl (8F) (UpBreb Btoodix*) SShKwood T) O0_G ftacley 
4PfrP3 KN0WN0-N0(7^ (Whyte&MacfayLld) ADtimDlt 12 BRdm« 


•F3PP2 DBKHBJR(RT)(5^(»9Wlfare6MsL>tarBl16 

B2F4F FLAIflNG ISRACLE p6) y C Bratliry) Q Barrett 9 IT 3 

2FSFT1 COUNT KARMUSM fT9) (D) (PEAftnsci^ FMrphy 711 2~ 


1B-F3 HABFDECSfT (27) (Ifl (A G Knonte^ Mra W Ravalsy 8 T0 12 . 
ES23t LAST THY (HJ Harenbag) BRotlnwIfl DTI. 


U2ZP-P Iffl FUDGE TO (D) (IAsJW Ratteen) MSowersby CO 5^ 


.TJIfarphr 

— RWdgwp) B 

AMagtira 

PKven 

-RSttufa 


2KJP00 DESERT BRAVE (70) (CO) (T & 8 Bason) Ws S Sn*h 9 10 0_ 

2250 JASON’S BOY (B) (D) (WE Jones) JM today 8 DO 

■0P0Q2 ANOWERREDWWfltaAWRwtteO 

-T1< 


-M H Naoghlon (s) 
— RWBdnson(5) 
H Johnson B 


-NHenucka^} 


Itsctnam eWBftt fflst Due lanScap eWgriti- Denrr Brew SttiXi Jastrt's Bey 9tf THi fmBter flsd 
0a ib. 

BETTING: 11-4 hwtdocart. 4-1 Coort Kormuakl, 5-f tbofwttwhtiiewit. 7-1 Last T>y. 9-1 Know- 
No-No, KM Ramtng HRokN. 12-1 Jesoe'* Boy. AnottelM, 14-1 othwe 
B38. Lobster Cottage On If l*RVftMay(3J 92 (KBafey) 7 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

Ybubaflarb eB evaiC Grew Dinas 14to and neck bearing when corqptattog earty-sea- 
son fcxJrtmer re Wtorceaer (2m nov. good ro firm} DoappoMrig afterwards but fresh 
from brjurff here, acts on tost ground retd hancSy welghtecf 
Know-No44o: Penh fast-grand spetiafca for Mtoky Hatrencnd last term Signs of re- 
tun to tom when 19 lengths 3rd of W to Smolensk over 2m3f tee to Dee end rea- 
sonably (rested 

Ftankig Mra ola. J w rptog probtons store narrowly beaten by JbberTlie Kbberat 
Uttoieaer to November from a 2b higher handtoap mark. Has a cnanca but rfefcy propo- 


sitm. 


Count Kremuektlnprovedjurrper these days and m upgrade Ljpped 6b for 4-tenofh 
Caiarick 2m3f win over Mnster Gkry but one to confer ^ 

IttrMaeettt: bnprwing fast last baefand and urkxfcy ntt to complete ha-trick from 

Pmmittng taappeatanca over C&O (gcWig 

weB whan fel) and worth anaher chance 

tJiU^y^XBTlrigj^ fron aro^Td this mai; and useful E lengffra 4th of 7 to Damza 
at Catanck Bn heap good) latest, txit Bomething more reqwed 

ftwan "* inar b8t lem1, ahow 00 r »ppearanca end 

gsvang Ony ri dip ZDOtri 


4.05 


CANAUCULATUS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
added 4YO 2m 4f Penalty Value £2,303 


Ineptfabonal Wot behnd m only Flat ouN»g. a Vttmouth n Oct tyg? rturoes debut 
Rose Sharp- L'lUe vgn cf aMiy «i Ihree suns 

Campions: No agn of JttUy up to w21 on FLU. Dffrcua ro fancy on hurrito) rw... 


.vh . ifC :«rcv;J) of term 
Lotucte tYrrrairthanttanpDCTcniurf HasbeennjtiwtamodwaoK fona |. w « af .. 
'■ rrc a ■’’Ol? to f.-we}- pn njrdies dcbui 

Trust George. WO-l shancc. lunped poorly and taJed rtf when puled up 3 out rei 
nj-dif. ds?&,l n rare wan t* Qramblcs Vlfay at Lacosto ( 2 m ctomi 
«>■ Qcc •’< urxvt Fix purer Started dowry raid putted up ti taco son by orntuns- 
i-; iti Camrc* [Jm good) cn ltonS« debut 

Sp^Spk*Pbwflnlew-5radeha«ka|nuptoim«fi(i Ftat Wbrn> a cfwoi n 
mcrr.eJ on hradtes debut 


Kathryn’s Put Raised Hi to easy 2 Isnglhs CIO wwj Somand kMg W 
rgdon double krprevtofl fast acts on a sound swfare and camot be Wt out with 

rtdhfa Ni ffyreBpftf tsTTl 

Cfassic Eagle: Bxk to best^ when game head 2nd to Man^ano af Cattmdc (2m heap. 

yvjnd-ouf per f ormer and by no i n e mo tAee to nen tattee loiowwig poor Haydocir er- 

F« ever C&D fast rrwtti Wt) bettor vtft, wmer here tel 

The Brewmaeter ^ ^ “ 

neck at WethsfSy pm heap, gsad to soft} Stiff task on rangier mjiK 
VERDICT Wfith Tyrolean Drt«m and The Brswunstar ftaiy to sat a hot pace. tNs 
^ be s«uptor KATHRYN'S PET, whohfapobabfyrwyw 
Tymtean Dream is unflwfy to be tar away and there are ptasfc*- 
Md abort Time For Atikm. who contrues to progress: 


JOBi CHRISTIANSTED (13) (J Dutify) F lAurphy TI 4 


JIHagufa 


txa ? r 1381 *^ bulajt sons lately, about of tenfcaa 

hare and Btely to fad fast contitions agatost Nm ^ 

Jason's Boy: Unrefiafe sort an tong losing rm WB need somettwia bettor than 
blest 7lh of * to Cod Spot at Heretod (2m heap goo^betofart 

« SedflefleU 


oocl UBERTY BELLS NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
3-o5 1 EJ £4,000 added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £3,253 


VERDICT: Dttpito o tug? held. Uu LwKs j rrutefi betwoon OVER SM AN and Wyn- 
bu»y Fly«. A me Through Ec Brave suggests mat Jn»ny Fitegemkls Lkiasetounsn unn- 

nr- fus ttw L-dge of the weights, jnd Achanf Dunwoody Can be refied en to gm the 

if-4 rv: rt 5 t& frisky customer 


o onl MINNOW NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 3m 
Penalty Value £2,999 

GRATE DEB.(S5)|U^UA9tYl Mrs SSiNhSll C . ... - - SDurack 

5T0HNYFAIRW£ATHai (25) iMs C Hanburyf N Hertasfin 7 tt 4 N A Ftopsnkj 

GRAND CANYON (W ID) IMS HPu«FEiXies6 IOC DBymv 

X s * UflCSIBOYTOiutto &t»] J IfcCcnnoctwg 10 C - "Wfarey 

lfflraKW(Z31(0)iU^itoirtc^)UWTvrcrefifflfi R««B*r.(S) 


Ra«DOOWTOiStJiraesH»rgOubiNBoetagerdC — ■ PMrr 

3J.'-C3 TAKE COVER [44) 14 S M Bancm U Tcmptcns a t) C Alfaguto 

- 7 dsetarod - 

SETTING- 1-3 St on ayft Mn Wfwr. 5-3 Take Cover; B-t Grata DaeL 30-1 fartflPP. 33 ‘ 1 
C,vt J ? i a P McCoy a t In |l VliBams) c ran 


3-3W= IAIBMagTOl^PirtoateT'bB^NGa5ate7 IQ tg JAHcCartby 

2-OS6 muPSAIHilTEtll)ID)(JI«iHtt3JBwnaOn IfiKPRabna 

1-41U CAHACffl. (28 (D) iC G J No* t) t) 9 TDesctnbe 

4frF* RMeQMh 

<s?04 0UTHYNGHT(3T)|AJCa4fa^GUItoaat!4 JCaUghm 

ranee* LKFWTHEDAatTOrMraDJItoxKjlfcSLSojalxnOG TSUtiafl <E) 

(&U. RARE OCOJRANCE (W*( AM 9 T3 2 TJMurpiy 

■■QF6U MUC»SBAYBn(?CWC5wertUt^FW)*Yl)tJ1 UrAD«mpuy<3 

PtPS< kMfiE OF &1bd. [K) il E.iT«scn) 1 Bmwscn U C t J Supple 

* ■»'&> CQI»TRYMAN(PltHfafa1TG e»a»a t)0 RWaUey 

- Ifidactwvd- 

Mansmireionc wm <rjc rwricap Cartryman fc 82 j. 

BETTING: r-3 MawiA 5-1 0« By Wgtt. «-1 CttWe tadfa's, 7-1 Joe Sta^ 8-1 Oregon* B*v, 
B-i B The One. io-t B o y m iBW i tiM P«T* Made Of StasL Fryup Sartte. 14-1 inhere 

998.aamanpaar: toAPNtCcyMtosPDatau ti ran 


4SKSD EHRK3AL (Hfl (12) (D) (HF) (Rid Assodaied FbctogJ D Nchdsan n 4 R Johnson 

22206 LAMBBW LAO (90] (I Mevood htemeUonaj A Bafay 13 12 $Wynm 

N0RTKDflY(P0L} (R06)(WSWffrtMSo««Rby t) C 0 Byrne 

PAGAN (ran) (Iks PAH Hartley) MWEssttby 012 C BeCormra* (3) 

00 TABERNACLE (23) (MM)B5)CUar DC jUag» 

G TtWVELLiro CLOCK (37) (RLBeddnglB McUahan Be SDurack 

OOP KAKErr50(37)(natBRnwstip|PEcda5l)7 M£eefat{7] 

SUVER SEA (USA) (FM9) (Mas Thomson Jonas) MraD Hans D7 Gtomey 

-4dedared- 

BETTWG: tvtm CWattmtad. 5-1 Rs^ fr-1 EnlgN, B-1 TttveBng CloclL 12-1 Wrereada, Sfr 

ver Sea. lft-1 lantorinl Lad. 33-1 ottm 

1998 Doyenne 4 XI 7 G Sradsy 25-1 (Mrs D Hare] 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Christtenated: Impnwed on 3ome rpodeallnah term when making aita beet Rcwret- 
to Xsf a lengths on las Canenck debut (2m non good} Apparently easier task ftei^ 
though «amha rw proven (stayed WMf an Hat) 

Errtget Awarded a weak Fatanham novtoa tw Royal Casts tost morth, but subse- 
quently locked trued wnen tated off nth ol 17 to Roker joker a Bangor (awf raw 
heap good 10 80fl) and appms if] against # 

Lembtlnl Lad; Raced n week eoriy-scason earnests and looks only pfatng-efass an 
recent efforts 

NoilMey: tn wnw and plscsd an the Ffa to Potam Con coreiecttons 2^30 gns 
and o making hunfes debut 

nqyan: Showed a Btte abfity « maiden company tor Luca Curran. Ron o yard wttti 

good form toss and marks the best gutoe on hurdles debut 

ThbematiK Wl fad this easier than ihe company he has tacfded n far (tost of 10 to 

a faaetng Trumph Haxfc corwnder. Dangerus PreoedenL here latest) but yet to show 

ftgraflaWBbity 

TVavoWng Cloclc Poor Ftot Sttyw, but bred to prnip and faewed some talent when 
6th of 16 D Rot De La Chasee on debut ow C&D Iasi month 
Make II Sk arete Mood vessel and tided tfl when puled ito 3 out In race won 
U De U Chase over C&O last month 

Sflver Sob: Showed nothng on Rot for Ian Bakfag and s making hra hudes debut. 
From y8fti wnh good tom kies and worth fitting h ihe mufat 

VERDICT. Market moves to tiihar Pagan orSBvwSMwftJd be jgrificanL but d 
b dtffiaN to see beyond CHRISTIANSTBD. who Vwkad a uaetopraapea when acor- 
tog « Canratek and B carrariy not short of couaga He has the advantage o( beng 
atte to Stt Ns own galop and should not oe vUneratte n a stowty-nre race 


Pm heap good) latest. That 
of ha nd ica p here 


■ enauaging rwi but has Bde chance hum t3tj out 




57l0| OPEN NH RAT RACE (CLASS H> 

— 1 £1,750 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £1,515 ' 

^l Ga * a Ol^Erttorp*ris«Lid) JI* wB05ti tz i PlfrDw 

B««OlEYUItffli|Sn)^ _ A „!* cCoy 

^WOOO0ffJNcrtm)Jtotai5Tl 
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W Indies 
* decide to 
put Lara 
on trial 


»rie$ 

back 


IN THE latest twist to his tur- 
bulent career, Brian Lara ha*? 
been put on probation as West 
Indies Ttest captain. Hie 29- 
year-old left-handed batsman, 
the most controversial and 
pampered of cricketers, has 
|t been grudgingly and condi- 
Nj tionaDy given the captaincy for 
the first half of forthcoming 
home series against Austr alia 
Although berating Lara, as 
well as manager Clive Lloyd, 
and coach, Malcolm Marshall, 
for their part in the thrashing 
in the series in South Africa, 
the West Indies Cricket Board 
president, Pat Rousseau, an- 
nounced they would be re- 
tained for the first two of the 
four Tests after which their 
status would be reviewed. 

There was a lobby within the 
Board to replace Lara, but it 
was stymied by the absence of 
any authentic alternative. Nei- 
ther of the two candidates most 
frequently mentioned in the 
run-up to the meeting, the bats- 
man Jimmy Adams and the last 
bowler Ian Bishop, are certain 
of a place in the team while Car) 
Hooper, even now away in Aus- 
tralia with his wife and recent- 
ly born son, provided little 
^ inspiration in South Africa 
where he was vice-captain. 

Rousseau’s previous an- 
nouncement concerning Lara 
was at Heathrow Airport in 
November; having to reinstate 
him after the WICB had 
stripped him of the captaincy 
during the players' strike at 
London airport that delayed the 
South African tour 

He now said that the WICB, 
at an eagerly anticipated all-day 
meeting in Antigua on Monday 
had accepted its selection 
panel's recommendation to 
limit Lara's tenure in the series. 
But he made it plain that Lara 
had been read the riot act It is 
not for the first time. 

“We have told Mr Lara that 
he needs to make significant 
improvements in his leade r s h i p 
skills," Rousseau said at a 
press conference, beamed live 
on radio and television across 
. the Caribbean. “We believe he 
has it in him to fulfil his poten- 


By Tony Cozier 

in Bridgetown, Barbados 

tial but we are not prepared to 
wait indefinitely.’' 

According to Rousseau, 
Lara would have to convince 
the selectors that he can im- 
proved his relationship with 
his players, his discipline, his 

pmvhiflTfty anr? hie r platinnchip 

with the coach and manager 

It is a tough agenda for 
someone as set in his ways as 
Lara. His turbulent career has 
been marked by high achieve-, 
merit followed by a decline in 
recent years and repeated run- 
ins with the Board. 

His 375 agains t England in 
Antigua and unbeaten 501 for 
Warwickshire against Durham 
at Edgbaston, both new records 
made in the space of six weeks 
between April and June, 1994, 
elevated him to an interna- 
tional reputation few cricketers 
have ever known. The resulting 

fantf and frwhmp faimprf hig Bfo 

upside down and he has never 
been the same player - or the 
same man - since. 

While his Test average has 
slipped from to just undo* 50 
and he has not scored a hun- 
dred for 13 Tests, his disdpli- 
nary record has become longer 
than any other West Indian. 

Tfet he has been groomed for 
captaincy since he was a 
teenager and the selectors 
first put him forward prior to 
the 1997 tour of Pakistan. But 
the WICB balked, rejected the 
recommendation and retained 
Courtney Walsh. 

Lara was finally appointed 
prior to the England home se- 
ries last year; following the 
West Indies' 3-0 drubbing in the 
Tests in Pakistan under Walsh. 
Triumph over England repre- 
sented a confident and en- 
couraging start, but the South 
African d£bdde revealed weak- 
nesses in his leadership and 
were evident during his stint as 
Warwickshire captain last year 
when he was fined £2,000 for re- 
turning too late from Trinidad 
to play in a Sunday match. 



Adam Dale is congratulated after taking his seventh West Indies Board XI wicket yesterday 


Allsport 


England’s youth warm 
to their one-day task 


ENGLAND UNDER-19S warmed 
up for their forthco ming one- 
day series against New Zealand 
Under- 19s with a convincing 
110-run victory over Canterbury 
Emerging Players in 
Christchurch yesterday. 

Chasing 261 to win in their 50 
overs, Canterbury were well 
placed on 106 for 3 but capitu- 
lated, losing seven wickets for 
44 runs, and were bowled out for 
150 off 39.5 overs. 

With the Test series drawn 
1-1, the success of this Efogiand 
tour hinges on these three lim- 
ited overs contests, the first of 
which starts tomorrow in 
Christchurch. 

England made an mrepnent 
start after winning the toss, as 
the captain, Michael Gough 
182), and Ian Flanagan <93), 
built a magnificent opening 


En gland Under-19 260-6 
Emerging Canterbury XI 150 
England win by 110 runs 

partnership of 15a. However, 
England foiled to reach 300, and 
finished with 260 for 6 from their 
50 overs. The experiment of 
sending in Richard Logan, the 
hard-hitting pace bowleg after 
the loss of the first wicket did 
not work as he was bowled for 
one. The left-handed Michael 
Carbeny, however; helped the 
middle order along with a flu- 
ent 43 not out. 

Canterbury began well with 
Marcel McKenzie hitting a 72- 
ball half century but when, he 
holed out to Marc Symington off 
the excellent Matt Bulbeck, 
the wickets began to tumble 
and Canterbury fell consider- 
ably short. 


England won toss 
■NOLAND UNDBM9 

•M A Gough b Mart* .~..B2 

I N Ranagan c Barren b Matter 93 

RJln&mb Harris ..... 1 

M A Cvberry not Out . A3 

1J K Mwndert tow b Walker 8 

M P Butoertt run out 

G R Haywood e Mtolker b C Cometh* _IA 

JR) FeancK not out ..2 

Extras (It* wlO) 14 

total (for 8, SO omk) 260 

FU: 1-1582-166 3-188 MI3S-2186-2SS. 
DU not bat: R KJ Dawson. MJ Symington. 
M J A Whtley. 

BoefOnjp Mb Bier 10-1 -50-2; WComeflus 10- 
0-49-0: Harris 1 0-0-48-1’: C Comelkn 1 0-0- 
56-1: Barren I0-0-S3-0 
CANTBHJUKt EMERGING FlJtYEHS 

S Gtascn c Symington b Logan 18 

R Preston b U-tpn 0 

M McKenzie c Symington b Sufoeck 50 

H James b Haywood IB 

■J Barren run out 9 

3 Wines b Bulbeck 1 

G Bromley tm b Symington 10 

C Cornelius b FeoricX .....0 

tP Ru« c Maunders b French J 

T Mams not out 7 

W ComeBus e Flanagan b Symington — 12 

E*r» (fcl 3 vr9) .22 

total (39J overs) 150 

M: 1-5 2-563-92 4-106 5-108 6-1 10 7- 
115 8-125 9-132. 


BmHUf Loon 7-0-37-2; IMittey 3-0-27-0: 
Haywood 10-1-29-1: Bulbeck 7-3-9-2: 
Symington 6.5-1-15-2: Feaick 6-0-20-2. 

BHUIW UHDBM 9 WOH BV 1 1 0 RUNS 
Umpires: J Busby end G B totes 


New challenge for Anneka 


A UGHTHEAKTED campaign to 
get women interested in “Car- 
nival Cricket” was launched at 
Lord's yesterday, with Anneka 
Rice as its figurehead. Rice is 
notaerkket fen but hopes by the 
start of the TOrid Cup on 14 May 
that she, along with any un- 
committed female observer; wiD 
know “a fofl toss from a goodly”. 


A magazine called Bodylme 
will be available as part of the 
provocative advertising for the 
tournament The front cover 
displays a well-muscled crick- 
eter- with torso bare and head 
not showing shining an orange 
on his whites. 

Rice said; “It’s a really in- 
teresting brief to fry and put 


over the appeal of the World 
Cup to women. It's quite a 
dodgy sport. It does drag on and 
then ifs tea. It’s difficult to see 
the light at the end of the 
t unnel. 

“But one-day cricket is a 
master stroke. When it is all 
over you have time for a gin and 
tonic and Blind Dole." 


Seven 
wickets 
for Dale 

Australia 156 

West Indies Board XI 55 


ADAM DALE took a career-best 
7 for 24 to wreck the West to- 
ffies Board XI’s first innings on 
the second day of the Aus- 
tralians’ opening tour match 
yesterday. 

At Antigua's Recreation 
Ground the Board XL resum- 
ing on l for 3, were dismissed 
for 55 a few minutes before 
lunch. That represented some- 
thing of a recovery after they 
bad stumbled to 20 for 7 and 34 
for 9. 

Dale, having taken the 
wickets of Adrian Griffith and 
Wavell Hinds on Monday, 
trapped Matthew Sinclair leg- 
before for eight. Reynold 
McLean (0) steered Dale to 
Greg Blewett in the gully and 
Blewett took another catch, 
this time off Colin Miller; to dis- 
miss Chris Gayle. 

Dale also had Ryan Hinds , 
caught at second slip by 
Matthew Elliott and next ball 
Ricardo Powell popped up a 
catch to Justin Langer at 
forward short-leg. 

He ended the innings when 
Corey Cotyymore nicked a catch 
to wicketkeeper Ian Healy. 

Scoreboard, Digest, page 27 


Corby takes 
up cudgels 
for the clubs 


MIKE CORBY, the former Eng- 
land and Great Britain in- 
ternational, has answered the 
calls from hockey's “grass- 
roots’' to become involved in toe 
game’s administration and has 
agreed to stand for election as 
vice-president of the English 
Hockey Association. 

Corby, whose 17-year in- 
ternational career included the 
1964 and 1972 Olympics and 
who was also England's leading 
amateur squash player, an- 
nounced in London yesterday 
that he will oppose the present 
incumbent, Peter Webb, having 
been nominated by the Middle- 
sex County Association. 

He told a press conference 
yesterday that, having kept in 
touch with his two clubs, South- 
gate and Hounslow; he knew it 
was the EHAs apparent indifier- 
ence to the needs of dubs at all 
levels that had to be addressed. 
He said: “The bead of hockey, in 
terms of elite performers, and 
the feet, in the development 
and coaching of players at chibs 
and in schools, appear to be rea- 
sonably provided for but it was 
the botfy between which was 
being neglected Unnecessaiy 
risks are being taken." 

Ckxt^'tiunksianfiosalsforthe 
reform of dub hockey were too 
radical and cut across the whole 
roots of the game in England. 
That message, heard from dubs 
up and down the country, comes 
through strongly in tomorrow 
evenings Radro Five Ijve On tfie 
Line investigation. 

Clubs are being lost together 
with the social side of hockey, 
which is so very important to the 
great mass of hockey players. 
The artificial pitches revolution 
of 20 years ago had devastating 
consequences on the social fab- 
ric of the game as many dubs' 


By bill Colwill 

first teams travel several miles 
to sports centres to play “home” 
games. Clubs bare still not re- 
covered from that change and 
now face a second revolution. 
The desire for water-based ar- 
tificial pitches could set hockey 
back another 20 years. While ac- 
cepting that elite players would 
like to train and play on water- 
based pitches, Corby questions 
the wisdom of aiming to move 
hockey down that route at the ex- 
pense of the dubs. 

Corby thinks that with the 
highly paid chief executive and 
large professional staff that 
hockey now has to take the bur- 
den of the administration, the 
vice-president and president 
roles should be non-executive, 
a role he could contemplate. 

A former Lloyd’s Insurance 
Broker; he is the owner and 
chairman of Mike Corby Hold- 
ings, which has 10 leisure cen- 
tres in London, and holds 
numerous other (&ectorship& to 
addition, he is no stranger to 
sporting politics. As a vice-pres- 
ident of the Squash Racquets As- 
sociation in the Nineties, he 
backed Jonah Barrington for 
president, a move which culmi- 
nated in the departure of Sir 
Michael Edwards as president. 

*T feel that with my vast sport- 
ing and business connections I 
should be able to make a usefol 
contribution," he said. The man 
who, as tfae director of Olympic 
affairs for the Warld Squash 
Federation, has the task of hav- 
ing squash accepted as an 
Olympic sport, clearly feels he 
has something to offer hockey 
and is prepared to devote the 
time to doing it 


Bucknall returns 


STEVE BUCKNALL returns to 
his roots tonight, gracing the 
Crystal Palace NSC court he 
first played on as a junior when 
he wins his 73rd England cap 
in the European Championship 
semi-final round game against 
Belarus. 

No Englishman will ever sur- 
pass Bucknall’s CY despite the 
achievement of his team-mate, 
John Amaechi, in being the first 
English player drafted to an 
NBA team, and the English- 
domiciled Michael OIowahandTs 
present position as the No l 
draft pit* with the LA Clippers. 


BY RICHARD TAYLOR 

“Who could ever dream 
they’d achieve something like 
that,” said Bucknall “I was 
playing with the best players in 
the world when they were one 
of tiie best teams in the worid." 

He is one of nine Continen- 
tal-based players in Laszlo 
Nemeth’s squad for tonight's 
game, who hare been squeezed 
out of England's salary-capped 
Budweiser League where dubs 
have up to five Americans. 


LUDLOW 

Going: Good 

ZOO i2rn. during Imrrte) 

1. SHARBADARID JD J Birtwl 14-1 

2. Little Mfea Lucy -B PoireU 50-1 

3. True VMo<] A P McCoy 11-2 

Atsorwn n-iOtav Rusk (fel) 5-1 Treasure 
Dona 7-1 Tbry Boy 25-1 Saratoga Saga. 
50-1 Little Ftons. 50-1 Ruby Bear pthj. 66- 
i BiaserS BaOy 66-1 Jac* Bra) fath) 66- 

I Mystery Man, 66-1 Resurrection 16th). 
100-1 Greenacres Goddess. 

14 ran. 7. Z a I*, a (Winner bey gekiing 
by Night Shift out otSftarenara. trained by 
J K Price) Tote: m CtasO; places EZ20. 
C360. £190. Dual Forecast" EB5.70. Com- 
puter Straight Forecast" £46727. 

220: Hrn. handicap chase) 

1. CARUNGFORD GALE 

Mr ft R O'Ryan >1 taw 

Z Moorland Highflyer — WMatonM 

3. Lay tt Off S Cretan 18-1 

Also: 5-1 Bold Stale meni imsnatad nder 
when thspuUng lead at tost fence). ®-i 
Decybora (6th) NFvana Prince W-1 Ob- 
move, Red Branch (5th) 20-1 Barm Wind. 
25-1 Coalree Rth). 33-1 Jack Sound. Legal 
fMrrrsI 

*2 ran. <1 6. (fist. H 7. [winner chesfrwf 
gokbng by CorUnohxd Cast to our v VW 
Goto, waned by T George, a Stroud, tor 
□ Gambtol Tote: ClBtt £290. 

DF: £1040 CSF. C1339 Tneast CT03Q 

100: (2m novice chase) 

1. CIRCUS STAR R Johrwnn 2-1 f*v 

Z Charming Girt ■J A McCarthy_»-2 

3. Caballua - T •* Murphy 20-1 

Also: n-2 B^sound (6th) 13-2 Northwn 
Drums. 9-1 Jack <5thL «-i rtgh Gale M- 
i Non Ifrnago twi) 50-1 Spared SWsment, 
661 White fn Front. 200-1 Royal Sweep 

II ran. 4. 5. 3.9 dsi [wmnor beygomg 
by Sower Star out or Circus Act trailed^ 
D McfKfcOt at Tempt Gufinj tar The «ng- 
masters) Idle: wn £3 TP; places £17U 
£130 DF: £740 CSF. £974- 

3.30. (&n Si noyos. handcap hretdel 

1. MISTER GENEROSITY 

N W4 damson 11-2 fl fiw 

2. Mfwjiyjnkw -T Janks 25-1 

iSSrZ. jWMtiyTW 

4. Lady of Gortmerron .— C LinweByn 
Also: n-C It lav Snow Boaicl B-l Tap On 
fcobfe 10-1 Ehtefaa! (6th) ^l 08 ***!* 
Boy. Ftenanino Boy. w-1 The Goofl 

The Writer (5Ui) 20-1 Weather Wise. 2S-J 
GWttndgo, VWwpfaomeL KM Amen canvA 
UdySlM). 66 Otw More Dma Yer umrea 
18 ran. 2-:. . 5. W .V a (owner hay gt*»> 9 
Vy tongs fate oar of B townstow Leaf- 
•smed by C Weedon, a Owrfngtott l«J 

3ryPs\T0<e:WS0; 

DF. £7950 CSF: K3043. Tneast £199741 


V1THE INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

jUVE COMMENTABIESiBSiAg] 


DONCASTER 

9 r» 
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F01KKT0NE 

vn 

982 

WflHHAMPTON 

973 

983 

II All COURSES RESULTS 


089 1 261 9 70_J 

in> O. innH u rwH IC2*4WJ 


4.00: (2m 4£ novice handcap chase) 

1. SEABROOK LAD J A McCarthy 16-1 

Z MachaiM R Waktoy 14-1 

3. Symphon y 's Son J? Johnson 5-1 

Also: 2-1 iav RofcaJ. 13-2 South West 
Express (wsaeteef rider) 9-1 adder Boy 
0-1 Atoermaria. 14-1 CaddybFW.*- 
1 Storm Tiger Sth) 20-1 Brush Oft CotMBl 
gju) 33-1 Jb Joy (5th) 40-1 Mocrttftor (pu) 
50-1 Jay Em Ess (pu) Hmouslci ftw) 
ISTUuZ'luB.S.tiM&MmwbeygoU- 
mg by DettyUn out & MoB. trained to/ G Mor- 
tock. Wantage, for Se&broofc Partners) 
1W«: Win £1740: places £3BG £220 £Z3a 
DF: £67.60. CSF: CG03S Tricast CU8531 
Non Runnar Rashskln. 

AM: (2m. nowce hurdta) 

1. IN QUESTION NW8B*nsw»S-2 

2. Basman M A HagmtU 7-1 

3. Intardream _ — -I Magse 2S-1 

Also: 8-11 tav Feml6 Goremoc 25-i Jenn/s 
Charmer Nth) 25-1 OpthretieTHntar (6th) 
25-1 Spanish Eyes. 33-1 Rncartoa 40-1 
Carlton. 66-1 Meadows Boy (5th) tXLI 
Dtoco Kina «0-1 Wchoieei «H Second 
Thoughts, 200-1 Edwards Neighbour, 200- 
1 Legal Romance 

15 ran. tt. M, \ Vh. TO. (wtonsr brown gsB- 
ing by Deploy out at Queafitonabte, traned 
dy Mss Venetla Wilame. at Hereford, for 
The winning Lite) TM* win £400: places 
£180 £180 ppbQ DF: £18.70 CSF: £1740 

SJXh (2m, novice hunts) 

1. BALLVSICYOS T J Murphy 10-1 

2. N e mis to J Ctrifoty 12-1 

3. Long Room Lady — C UnwRyn 25-1 
Also: 2-1 fay Don Ftoyruz (6th) n-4 
Approvanc e (pitted up) f»-30Uttte Heart 
(puled up) w-1 Matoaum, 26-1 Arctic 
Ttundar (5th) 33-1 Trevrench (4th) 40-1 Ber- 
nard Wale (pitted up) 50-1 Bit Of Kuwait, 
830-1 Dee Dee (pitted up) Komasta. My 
Lost Love, Dsn Lomax (pu) 

15 rsn. 17. sh-hd 1V». 3 'h. 'h. [winner bey 
gekung by AStos out o! teBy DuKB. Called 
by m ppa « WMfingsn, for Ms Pamafo 
Doan, tore: win £1480; places £480 £250 

cam dr warn. 

Placepat: £125830 Quedpc* E«30 
Pfoce 6: E3480L Place 6: £7126 

UNGF1ELD 

Gong: Standard 

2.10: i. BANBURV (P CtaAB) 5-z z Danc- 
ing Rio 5-1 : 3. Wasssf 50-1 6 ran. evens 
faJvfesi Grep tttni Z Sb-hd. (C Dwyw New- 
mart*) TWo: £430: £140 E280 0F:£B9Q 
CSF- £1462. 

1.GARNOCK VALIEV (G Carter) 7- 
2; Z Pr^eboy 5-1: 3. SMtWcMn 1^1 10 
m. 3-1 few Scotland Bay. I nk. {J Berry, 
CDckertoml Wk £350: CISa CZflO CZ2Q 
DF: £940 CSF: £2055 

s.10; 1. Z1DJIC lA Oarit) 8-1 ; Z HawInDM 

Henry evens fov; 3- Jubflee Sch oter9- Z. 
TrmLr* l 2 (P 

Tote: £««; &80 £!«■ OF: EBOO CSF: 

0^1. HIBERNATE (D Swereiey) 7-4; Z 
RobejBta ti- 8 fas: 3. MfaeWaf 4-1 B ran. 
4S(K Bate Wbniage) Una: £320: £i20 
rba pF' C33Q CSF: 
iTfc 1 . noble WATER (R BrfarentflM-i: 
• um B UM— B-l; 3. Sure lb Dreren 
3-2. 11 reft. 4- 1 1w Aitotfrar tttghBrare. V*. 

ZjBridoK Lehook) Tbw EB90: £Z70 
£250 E2.TO DF: £6370 Dt- 

Mtssau: Non Runnar Scunicrt. 


FOLKESTONE 

HYPERION 

220 Golden Fawn 2.50 Hot lb TVot 3^5 Rrst 
Instance 3^5 Berkeley Square 4.25 Castle 
Arrow 5.00 Kentford TTna (nb) 

GOING: Good to Soft (Good in places on chase course) 

■ Right-hand, undutehng causa 

■ Course is 6m W of town oft A20 Westenhanger station adfotra 
course. ADMISSION: Club & TansrsaSs £10; Picnic Park £4 per 
car plus £4 per ocooam. Under- 16s frea CAR PARK: Free. 
■LEADING TRAINfflS: J G«ord 1389 (B8») D OrfoseO Tl-68 
(162%) N Henderson 10-28 (345%) M Pipe 7-32 £19%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: N WUsmson 14-56 (25%) M A Ftfeger- 
atd 11-60 (183%) A P McCoy W57 (68%) P ffide 8B3 (M3%) 

■ FAVOURITES: TB-267 (404%). 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Swrei Street & Cfrerfle Chang (220 1 
Keen Bid (3S5) 

LONG DISTANCE RUMMERS: Vtmdoon (220) & Peninsula Boy 
(BPO) have been senl 3» nhsa 

jo on| STANFORD SELUNG HANDICAP 
i™yi HURDLE (G) £2,000 2m If 110yds 
t 2tGWKZWAnON(T«(CC9U8LJwrtS1IDJ8rSStnMgs(7) 

2 OPP-P VBOOONfBO) PBonmBn 7 W Unton 

3 Q5253P SlAttSIRJJWSI (7) (E( lfeZDa«n91l 4 JAAWnifT) 

4 Pffl66- BLAZE OF OAK (57^ PEcdnOh 2 Us V Roberto (7) 

5 2&5ffi SWAN STOST (8) EL .terra 3 HZ JHK — atf h B 

6 MR05 SPRMn*fflE(B)J Img T1112 NWBusson 

7 543DR) ADKDV ft) J Brdgsr 7 II 0 HBstcteforffl 

B aw>0 KBfffSSZDpTJMraLRehadfSVTI CUntfjm 

8 50-0® W0NDER80Y n J R Patoxi 5 ®6 E^srByresp) 

-0 Z3P® £HAHIJCCHANG(F4)BLIweljnBD4Jb-RFortotol(5)B 

11 RW AVONCtiFF (49) P Kajnnd B X) 4 JBcktotettp) 

C MQ2 GOLDEN WMH 09) Uteres 6 13 3 JCbfofy 

0 uosco MCHVDacrBov(rn)iteZOBttoiDeiJ}crsdMnn 

v P-CFPB UUYTtCRLLyfl^WBBWgmoaoO 2Byms 

-14dedttsd- 

MMntan TOSt 7h» handcap m4gfr iMy Thy 8tf 1 1fe 

BETTWG: 3-1 GeUanhan, 5-1 InAattun, 11-2 SwaasrHcresL Woo- 
dsrboy, 7-1 Charts Ctmg, ID-1 Adtov, 12-1 Sven Street, 14-1 othere 

FORM VERDICT 

GOLDBI R)WN bote the one to bw off in attractive mark. 

I ncwdregttSTrere&uteUegrcwdlfoe^aufodriedDULCbsr- 
fe Chang would be an kitoieshig prcpcatioa 

In enl LYMPNE NOVICE HURDLE {CLASS 

l^ ,aw i E) £2^00 added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 n-2tl SXtPCAfB.(4^(D)HBHKriBN71l11_llrJQ9aefBnm 

2 21 HOTTOTKOr(8QKBBfeyBnO Ntffcm 

3 0^-0 EDITORIAL (44) H Rowe 7 11 4-. CMtoitfa 

4 OWW MAGIC UUP PR lbs 2 Dreson 0114 1» A into (7) 

5 00-R 3 M0mANn^TRAMMN(22)PShata®e386 714 

JRKasngh 

6 OU SUra TREASURER Ms MJcrwfl ll 4 WMntoo 

7 5N0 AMBR08W (?6) GtUbad 61113--. Jtltosrten 

8 F BUSY nwa (28) F any 7 DC MBUdtttorra 

9 1-€F KELLYS CONQUEST (28) J tAlns 6 e G AThonto 

V RWD WtraOUEa (22) J KhgS 13 G -LCtnatasB) 

_ — 

BETTING: 48 IM HUM. 3-1 SKfooref, 6-1 MjaConquesL 20-1 JUa- 
breshSS-IUhsr* 

FORM VERDICT 

HOT TO TROT s an one to baa sgaks SMprrerl and KaSj« 
ConquasL #» crfytuo *fw can raatetcafy be jvenmy chance 


[n ocj ’GAY RECORD’ HANDICAP CHASE 
! (CLASS F) £3,000 added 2m 

1 2P43S QUANGO (2D) (l^ C ton 7 n B lkNM%(7) 

2 J4-UUB NORWTHWp^Jiq GLItooe7B« PKfoB 

3 00066 IHSH FROUCpT) (BF) R Roi*7 H 4 CUeute 

4 20246 HEMFOR HEAVEN Wff) HHBBd 9111- . JCltto^ 

5 42-05 SUFB1MAC (71) P B h 1 CUeaMyn 

6 -053M HRSTWSTWfCE W (CBT^ DGrfesrf9 C i£_N WSfcnn* 

7 003U6U SMWTGlff(2)M3LJH*l7 0Q DLsahy 

S M36F CAIYAfiOfnjJGftslBflO XAspel 

9 EC4540 T&ETHON{BS) IfcsCCara 17 DO CVWrbV 

-9 dsdered- 


UnmuniaATnmhBntaap weight Upwatd9a 9b, THE Then 80 Sa 
BETTING: 7-2 OoatgA 4-1 RM tasencs, 90 Caharn, Hast For HeaMn, 
M Wsh Rttte, Super Use, 1M No Ptttora, TN E Tbog, 25-1 Smart Guy 

FORM VERDICT 

1MSH FROUC w« need farther In tore but he arfi totaly devoid 
ofpaceandbveryrtotisttaiyplacadanhtochandBtKrtundBr 
Atoa Guparlte looks a fctty knprover. with Rret tostsnee also 
Mill coraktorng on his couse form 

10 EC I DAVID BENGE NOVICE HANDICAP 1 

HURDLE (F) £2^50 2m If 110yds , 

1 /WEB KSWTS OATS (18) Pledger 7 If G ifRktonto 

2 BSOPi WHATAmsS(^(B)MsHKngN6 < n l2{ns)-LCinnta|3) 

3 344 fflfSH OPTION (100) JGrffdd 6 flit PHUs 

4 0364) RUBY KMGHT (71) K Bafoy 7 h B EdgwByrm(7) 

5 (KC30 SECOND f«PWC (101) JR Bed 5 Tl 6 _JJBeW(7) 

6 064® PARK RO»Lfl9)PBUfcr4flO JGeidtttopS 

7 M53 BERKELEY SQUARE (tqCWtefcn 4 Oh JIWfcnsonB 

B P463 JOWMMAH (SI) (BF) DertkUon6 7 V8..H Batettttar (^ 

9 3P4335 BRONHJUIQW (12) Ms B Ifetog 6 O 7 EBpmsB 

V 4«44- SWWA(RZn)DOeen5tl6 ^ICuBoty 

11 FBP- WLEROI(292) MsAtarett6G4 A Thornton 

G O35P0 DAUGHTER IN UUV (77) Mb C Carre 6 «4 J) Leahy 

G S6MP KE9I BO (4^ Ms L Rdrarts 8 D 2 CUswelynB 

« 006 MSCONDUCT p9) Ms U Janes 5 G 0 W Has te n 

S' CPO FRAHE0FU5HD(F^FJc«tfcfi»‘O0 JtrRftmtatttfqa 
« LHP DETACHMENT (100) Mss Z Darson 6 G Q CMwds 

-16rtodaad- 

MHwnraUiCNbt (rue twndtep o&gtt UScoxUd SsJ IX. Fr&m 
Of MM M Mr, Os&ehmenf asr ah. 

BETTING: 1 V4 WbB A Free. 5-1 Mfc OpOoo, 11-2 Bsrtatoy Squto*. 6-1 
HttarntocL 7-1 Pal ftjytt, KM Ken/S OBs. 13-1 Rtty Knighl, Johdanre. 
18-1 attars 

FORM VERDICT 

MISCONDUCT has been 0*en a real chave a the vMghts an 
her hendcap debut and wlh ar^ todt. to (yard wfl carttrue 
to ouL TM b a quick reappearance tor What A Fib*, who 
has ha a storing troubbs. but the pmgeswve Park Royal hai a 
bigg* chance than his bare form sugprsB 

l TENTERDEN MAIDEN HUNTER 
_ 1 CHASE (H) £1,350 added 2m 5f 

1 21FS2 ARGHTSETTWO(39P)^lfcM&w72aJ4rNRng(7] 

2 OP BE9D6HMSaFP5P)NLsmpad6EB._Ji-Dltarer7) 

3 P0301 CASTLEAfDDWpff) MBBSScngeSOfl JlrSSBenjsP) 

4 WJU-l WU5UU.(OTMKSVfo4iQ128-lb'Aarela»JonBG) 

5 RW> PrWKRtoGE(25P)NL^rpad7T28 MrBKsndMai(7) 

6 JPUS4- mMm3MSLffPffi{SaOTMB5»toT9t?e-»A1«toTP) 

7 4PVS- SALTY SNACKS (403P) « J Gngsl 1)128. -NrHOngM (7) 

» P(Pff BTTTIGHrpOTMMSWnglonOIIB MrSIhntop) 

9 P43P2 TONCAPfftGH (IBP) (BF) MsS YWflCB-lfrCGtsrfoBf7) 

H 4P1-LB TW^CHBBClBIHDwaeS »J0 hbi[7) 

II P2&1 StMQmH(1B?MsDGsel9G3 JfrPHacUng 

1 1 “ 

BETTMO: 1M mhia. 74ABg«Sd1ng. taaomkM9mcE 
S-1 CMs AiTW 12-1 Dus Carney 33-1 othaa 

FORM VERDICT 

ThetwDioca m a a iBonareHar«MnianflSUMCffiCM.ftBf- 

BraneaalorthelanErahohastacfeadwtynrrsianiKftaopre* 

OFpoeto to too and w»cse>inping is mch stferYoi hermtoi 
nob. 

FOLKESTONE HANDICAP HURDLE 

■ uu l (E) £2,900 added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 -UE25 BE IlY MOT (42) (CD) D Steal 7 tl 0 NWStaoson 

2 -T2SP SALBL (18) (CD) kta LWbttam 7 Tl 6_. Jfr R Ferrittyf p) 

3 6Q3E MH1S0UNT (9) pD) T lfcGo*m 9 V 0 — JfAlqNmi B 

4 363*6 XSfTF0H>TJNA(4#JMins8Dfl ABttss(3) 

5 3BQ6 PENMSULA BQY (ig P9wan BHD. .Wlhratan 

B -FPSfl MOMCSSOHAIIBOGHtedlllOfi LBartr»(7) 

7 PMOl ECUrrf8DAftMGP8)DOfatei7et JDPtotyB 

8 -40434 FOUNnUNBn>(S)(BF) ft tean7«0 JArNW%(7) 

-Bdadnd- 

tfreniDragntiaa True ftsrSapMflrtfi^SCtortogSsf lift De- 
BCfMMMlOh 

BEtTBaw B*|*ylftrt,7-2IMOOiat,6-1 Gy4^Dvto^.MStteeL 
Mares SafBm.WwtonBfd, 8-1 Ks wfor d Tire. 10-1 PmfosMs Buy 

FORM VERDICT 

DcspdB the (fjestom msrft about nhettisr SALEH, wi be deck 
to Ms best *er newly three ante Gfoce a dbfippantrg nn hs 
B sM ai a Itor merii and worth etanctog 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

2.10 &aie Wind 2A0 C-Hany 3.15 Green Bop- 
per 3.45 Mangus 4. 15 Burning 4^0 High Noon 

GONG: Standard 

STALLS; 71 outside; remamder inode. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low to mddte best for 71 

■ Fferasand, left-hand, oval course. 

■ Course is N Of town On A44G Wtrhrartiampkrn station 1m. 
AM11SSION: CU» £15; Tattersate £B (£2 off tor OAP members 
of Diamond CUr): Restaurant pacKage prices £1750 to C35S5 
inducing course entrance and maaL CAR PARK: Frea 

■ LEADING TRADERS: R Hoffinshaed 69-575 (t2%l N Uttmod- 
en 46-339 (03%) M Johnston 47-242 (134%) P Brans 41-401 
(102%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: S Sanders 43-3h (138%) D McKaown 
3&30E (t2S%) 0 Weaver 36-203 tTJTH,) DHoBand 3r-T33 pa3%\ 
FAVOURITES: 483-1491 024%). 

BUNKERS) RRST TIME: Sfcy Storm Rich Bsltortna (Ag) 

\n -«n I ROTTWEILER MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £3,750 added 7t 
r 6/ BROUGHTONS IDLL (SS) WILsson 4 9 12 .8 Cochrane 8 

2 CAN7ABELLA HCottgndge4 9 7 Gftoilowr(3)3 

S O&O BTAND3HI (4) ABfifcy 389 A Mackey 7 

4 00- SKY STORM (125) B feehan 389. ..GKsnn(7]2 B 

5 -32662 STATE W1M> (14? NUttnocbn 36 9...-.TGMdAn**i SB 

6 60 FRENCH SPICE Ct2J&MPresc«!3 8 4 .TSprekel 

7 392 GOLCONQA (13) (BF) U Bel S 8 4 MFatonS 

S 4340- SEA-BS1E (f 62) K BeC 384 D Sweeney 4 

-Bdeeived- 

BETTWG; 44 Gokands, 114 French Sptoe. M State Wtad, 7-1 Saa- 
BeflK 16-1 CBttBb. 25-1 Bnugtttito UB. EfMaire.aS'1 Sly Stern 

FORM VERDICT 

Lfobss Ranch Spice improves a good deal on whaa she has 
a chi e ved go far, wHdi fa nor out of the puesttn GOLCONDA 
shodd open hre accout. HerlngSeU ddea by CompkS) AMa 
boKs better after the wkna^ totoMHto success at the weehend. 
Ststa Wind b Hiring mtt but IT wi not say iruch lor the rest if 
he s good enar^i to open hs accoutl trftte Soa-Befle tact her 
way a Ttas top stter a pwitorg start over fi 

fn /in I PARTRIDGE CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £2,750 added 7f 

1 05866 STATE OF CAUTION (15) (CD) K Bute 6 9S-PSSBawy 7 B 

2 43445- MR PARADISE (64) (B)WHr 59? Haifa DwywB 

3 000-22 TROJAN HERO (B) (CD) Ms M Rader 88 13 —A Culane 1 

4 1-ee CJtABlY{7)(PO)RH0inshafld5BB .R Cochrane 3 

5 05388 RWClNGBro(<7)(C)Jolii Berry SB tt IITehbutlAE 

6 -3S54 POUR IBST (IQ (Q Ms N kfacajey 4 3 h . P UcCabs 5 V 

7 -403h ELITE HOPE (USA) (9) (CO) N TrWer 7 B t) _ ._..GCaar6 

8 2&6B0 DETROfT CTTY (25) (D) SFWhuelJfiS JIMHlO 

9 3303V RAW) (J11) (D) J Chateri 6 8 7 R r&fdrt* p) 2 B 

t -5H0 FWM»CT(BF)1faSWbii5B3 C Canter P) 8 

-lOdacfared- 

BETT1NG-3-1 «-1 TtafBi Hbb, 5-1 Etta Napa. 6-1 Mr BttofiH. 

7-1 Polar MM, 19-1 Forcing BAFsym. 18-1 dhare 

FORM VERDICT 

STATE OF CAUTION uouU make short work of these on he beg 
tombuiereywfreauj a j p Htfioto afte tiB a lthgaaDOdws- 
sai ereto toe yaas. C-Hany, who shoid sgsfa real Faym, wi 
apprcttlterrembttaTBdsandGhouUbBontteprBnfe- 
as, hMb BKb Hope b wef^tod tocorAm recent s^jerfortty na 
TlrcfBi Hero and hat oocfuray clasna 

fo -i c ) WOODCOCK HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
lo l £9,000 added 1m 4f 
t mot CHNA CASTLE pi) (CO) PHa*m6»a — PGoodB(9)4 

2 3-08B IMTEPLAMS (8) (0) KEfcrt8696 NC8*»(5)3 

3 FAILED TO 1*7 (14) (CO) N LHmQdsFi 6 8 Tl J'bta2B 

4 2ES534 NOUKAHI (7) (D)PEBns862 UtotfatreyerS 

5 46651 GHSNBOPPBI(B}(C)GVtba(toad67G(6agFNortoa6 

6 04S32 SWFTH W Mft ^sa57i 1 Pftueyl 

BETTING: 94 Chfaa Caste, « Mto Ptsfas, 5-1 Green Bfippre 7-1 
FBlMlbML$Wtt.10-lNwlnt 


FORM VERDICT 

A t#t ittie handcap where CHna Castle must to (eared de- 
spite concans about how irereh longer he can hold In farm He 
has been beeton only once the yeoc o«f a trip that e too sharp 
tar hnt nwfadayB. «l Iasi vm OK a 4fa lo«r rwrii vros. totted 
by the rumer-up next tone ouL Sight preference e tar GREEN 
BOPPER who was a deefahre wmw when stepped up to Yn3f 
a Soithuef arto may confirm tto fbmi wtt rurer-up Swffi d* 
spne being 6b nerse ott 

Q ac JAY HANDICAP (CLASS C) £9,000 
added 5f 

1 (7021- PRBIO LARA (65) P Hant 7 10 D PG«de(5)7 

3 53434 CLASSY CLEO (7) (D) P Eva® 4 9 n CCogm(7)B 

3 B0*-t< MANGOS (43) (t^KCutw^fHnvartwi 564 _TSpiahM 

4 2095 OAAWE(1B) (D) jQkrer983 0B«Meney5B ! 

5 M3* PW0E0FB5XT0N (IB) (CDBf^ A RmJ 68 0 . A Dafy (3)3 

6 ^2TH SOTONUN(6)(CO)PF^afaB7fi|EB) . -A Mdvtti (5) 2 

7 25M8 F*LAC6GATEJACKP5)(9) JBany870.-- PFBssay4B 

• -7 deefarad- 

h trmm nvght Ta 10b TiuetmScapwegttPalacegeieJackTaBb 
bt»IWG:3-1 5otordan, 4-1 Prtmo Lara, Mango*- 6-1 MaeagafaJack, 
7-1 ctsasy Clap, Daawa. 10-1 Pride Of BAtot 

FORM VERDICT 

» wnid be ti^iy dangerous to fissure tot Prime Lara, to ebss 
act in Ihe field, wfl find this top do sharp but r a tricky heat, the 
w4e goes to DAAWE, who should be al the betler tor he run 
here eerier in the montv Sotonlan ran a smasJwrg race fart ttme 
and fa in great iellte but may be anchored by its penalty 

fXTcl PHEASANT SELUNG STAKES 
1 1 (CLASS G) £2,500 added 1m 100yds 

1 -CWO BURMNG (8) (CO) N Unmoden 7 9 G ..T G McLaugMbi B B 
7 (£0-21 JOSS^HSWME (11) (D) J Worm C9tl R Cochrane 4 B 

3 CJW45 KW6CH1P BOY (fi) (D) M Ryan D90 _.PMcCat»6 

4 OOCXHJ FK3KTER SQUADRON p7)Rftaa**«9B TSjsrea 11 B 

5 5-0000 NUTT [TOR (4) (CD) WVtbrrp*) 98 - FI Price 1 

0 50066 SAWTON6(34)RH8raon4 98 DmeCTTfaBIO 

7 44300 AMMGrt}NCIRL(11) (D) PBfara4 93 — SWhfava<1h3B 

8 Dta04CHASKA(iqhBafay493 JBottsy(7)7 

9 06005 RMNG TOUCH pi) NLimoden 493. J1bto12 

V 00043 STRAVSEA(12) BBtt^i493 —ACUbrnB 

n -&S63 LAOT CAROLINE (4) MJcrnsai383 J Fnnning 13 

12 01-2 RKHHALLH10(A(9)(BF) DCBBI3B3... J)Saemy2B 

■a 00400- VENTURE ISLAND (161) WMussn 3 7 G F Marian 5 

-IStednd- 

BETTWG 8-4 rnch Bttfarlre.7-e lady Corabe, 6-1 Khgdiip Boy, 8-1 
Joseph's Wine, 10-1 Sbaresi, 12-1 Bwidng, Sfatera. M-i others 

FORM VERDICT 

RICHBALLEIUNA.aHnnerlnbetkroarnpsiytasttHTn&i^n- 
ly raced and may be capable of taring betad fast weefcsdeto* 
n its gate «wr e trad n bHers There are plenty of ca- 

pable okFstagers as past* alemaavea notably the n-form 
Joseph'* Wine and the remataMy touc^i KkigtMp Boy. Lady 
CvoBie ws rat dfagrecM but te) na nai tto to ter best ow 
this sort «* tito on Setinfay. 

4 5QI UFE BEGINS AT 40 HANDICAP 
l ~ . 1 (CLASS D) £5,250 added 1m if 79yds 

1 SUAUACH (4) [CD) fl hUnshaad 6 D 0 . R Cochnoe 9 

2 30WSD«MOWFUMEp1)(Ct()PHareS99_.J»Goote(B6 

3 -23SI6 HNG PRIAM (tq M FbMasB4 8 11 T G IbdauahEn 4 R 

4 20300- SEA SPOUSE (156) U Sbnshsd B g 11. XMe&btons 

5 03BC0 ARC(12)|C)FJontol5B7.. AClttWiea 

6 0-S53PBOSPECn«1SCOVE(32)JRBara685 ftp*.* 

7 3418 HKW«»N(15(CD)OTNLafa«itfcn4e2....__JTtoj3 

8 00143 SARATOGA RB3fiq(D)E Atom sg? LCtaire*! 

9 -64rt4 VAN GURP(1)K arte 6710 BbO — FNerttoS 

-Stedared- 

BETT1NG: 4-1 Van Gurp, 11-2 King Priam, 81 Dfamood Bane, Pntt»K. 
tar’s Cow, fflgfa Noon. 7-1 SuaBadt, 8-1 Sttttogi Rad, io-i aamT 

FORM VERDICT 

RAME breoadasftau^tanit«WMhechbsirim 

mattenyMiiMrerlierelaainoreh ^ftocnhaarrw»»H 
gee tM may now have jrenootreidmretv 
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Faldo relishing his shot at Tiger 


AS it is for Americans to 
^QerseD anything, goITs new 
Slobal era, which begins today 
will the Andersen Consulting 

WbrW ■ 


^La Costa, is being promoted 
wrtb. the slogan: “Now destiny 
has a tee time”. Actual^ the 
most interesting tee time of 
today's first round is that at 
10.44am (18.44 GMT> when 
Tiger Woods plays Nick Faldo. 

As the embodiment of a 
modem sporting phenomenon, 
Wbods is the one most likely to 
have destiny an his side, not just 
to beat the increasingly an- 
cient-looking Faldo but to tri- 
umph in Sunday’s 36-hole final 
“It seems like Tiger has been 


By Andy Farrell 
in Carlsbad, California 

gearing himself up for this for 
the last month," said Sweden’s 
Jesper Parnevik. 

Woods won Ins first tourna- 
ment for nine months two 
weeks ago and was runner-up 
to Ernie Els in Los Angeles at 
the weekend. In stark contrast, 
Faldo has missed two cuts in 
three tournaments this sea- 
son and only made the elite 64- 
man field when J umbo OzaM’s 
withdrawal took the entry list 
down to 65th in the world. “It's 
a good opportunity for me," 


Faldo said- “The odds are not 
that great but Tm not intimi- 
dated. My golf has been a mix- 
ture of karaoke and rap. It’s 
called ‘krap\” 

Nothing but a quick return 
to his best wifi do for the sax- 
times major champion. But 
rather like when he suddenly 
found himself in contention at 
the Masters in 1996, the 41- 
year-old is still motivated by the 
biggest challenges. One thing 
that is in favour of all the un- 
derdogs this week is the fact 
that a match over 18-holes nar- 
rows the margins. 

“It is like a sprint while with 
36 holes stamina and strategy 
comes into it a bit more,” said 


Fhkfo, who has twice won Went- 
worth's autumnal World Match 
Ffoy which is played over the 
classic 36-hole distance Colin 
Montgomerie equates 18-boles 
to just one set of tennis, but a 
better analogy is best of three 
sets as opposed to the best of 
five in the majors. 

Woods beat Ian Wbosnam 
and Lee Westwood before los- 
ing to Mark O'Meara at Went- 
worth in October but has been 
caught out over 18 holes. He lost 
to Costantino Rocca at the 1997 
Ryder Cup and to Santiago 
Luna in the Alfred Dunhill Cup 
last yean With O'Meara, he also 
lost a fo urball match to Faldo 
and Westwood at Valderrama. 


“That week I learnt how 
good Nick is at matehplay and 
to never write him off" Wfest- 
wood said “He is more than ca- 
patde of beating Tiger" Afterhis 
first look at the La Costa 
course, where Woods won the 
Mercedes Championship in 
1997. Westwood did however 
agree the lay-out was set up 
perfectly for the world No l.“If 
you can drive the ball 295 yards, 
you don’t have to be that 
straight It is disappointing to 
see 40-yard fairways at a pres- 
tigious event like this.” 

W2stwood,wboisnotk>okmg 
past his first-round encounter 
with Argentina’s Eduardo 
Romero, is a fan of the format 


“We don't play enough match- 
play,” he said. “This is a great 
addition and is going to be an 
existing week.” 

But whereas Europeans 
grow up playing matehplay 
tour naments, the formal is less 
widespread in the States. The 
New York Times, no less, ran 
the simplest of idiots’ guides to 
matehplay on Monday while 
David Duval, the world No 2, is 
suspicious. 

‘T am not the biggest fen," 
Duval said. “\bu never get 
what you deserve. I think 
everybody is a littie anxious and 
apprehensive to see how it 
comes off. You could conceiv- 
ably have the No 1 player in the 


world shoot six under and get 
beat, and the No 2 player might 
shoot three over and win. 
That's not right" 

But it is matehplay. which 
Woods, In contrast calls “a 
true test of a player’s charac- 
ter". Els, O'Meara and Vyay 
Singh, all recent Wentworth 
champions, should be fus main 
rivals, as might Montgomerie if 
the Scot can get past his heavy- 
weight first-round tie with local 
Craig Stadfen Monty won the 
same sponsor's last unofficial 
event but whoever collects the 
$lm (£625.000) this week will 
have to win six hard matches 
and probably have to beat the 
world No 1. 



flaklo: 'Not intimidated’ 


“Tiger Woods is the man to 
beat." said Fred Couples. “Look 
at his record in matehplay. I 
would think he is licking his 
chops. When you are a great 
plavec he should be there the 
whole match. It’s going to take 
a great match to take Tiger to 
the 18th hole." 


Owen a hit 
under the 
hammer 

Nick Harris sees football memorabilia 
excite bidders’ interest at Sotheby’s 


MICHAEL OWEN is worth more 
than Jimmy Greaves but is 
stfll some way from matching 
Roger Hunt. That was the mes- 
sage sent out yesterday at an 
auction of football memorabil- 
ia at Sotheby's in London. 

While a shirt destined to be 
used by Liverpool's teenaged 
England striker during last 
year’s World Cup (a spare shirt, 
incidentally, that was probably 
never even seen by Owen, let 
alone worn by him) fetched 
£2,415, two i tems from Greaves' 
wardrobe felled to make their re- 
serve prices and were not sold. 

The hi g hli g ht of the day was 
the sale of the red No 21 shirt 
worn by Hunt in England's 
1966 World Cup final victory 
over Germany. Bidding started 
at £4,500, reached £10,000 with- 
in a matter of seconds, stalled 
around £15,000 as two prospec- 
tive buyers in the room waited 
to see if a telephone caller 
would up the ante, and was 
eventually sold for £17,250. 

The buyer, Gordon Mousin- 
ho, is a British collector of foot- 
ball memorabilia now resident 
in the United States. Tve been 
after the shirt for a little while 
so I was very pleased to get it” 
he said of the latest addition to 
his i960 treasures. 

Mwefl as adding Hunt's shirt 
to a collection which already in- 
cludes another jersey from the 
1966 final (that of the German 
Lothar Emmerich) and a sheet 
of paper autographed by the 
England squad the night before 
the game, Mousinho yesterday 
also bought the official match re- 
port from England's finest two 
hours. The 12ft Telex print-out 
of the game, sent in short 
snatches around the world 
throughout the game by the 
General Post Office’s Wembley 
press officer sold for £977. 

Compared with prices paid in 
the past, Mousinho's expenditure 
yesterday was modest At a 


Sotheby’s auction two years ago, 
a replica Jules Rimet trophy 
was sold for £254fi00. Even indi- 

w Aml malrh pn igi vinimwt nirii 

1915 FA Cup final, have been 
known to fetch £104)00 or more. 

“There's a healthy football 
memorabilia mar ket and more 
people are coming into it ail the 
time,” Grant MacDougall. a 
specialist at Christie’s, the 
country’s other main auction- 
eers, said. Christie’s first ran a 
dedicated football auction in 
1989 which drew around 70 peo- 
ple and made a total of £50,000. 
Last yean MacDougall said, his 
company staged two football 
auctions, and more than 200 
people attended each and spent 
some £575,000. 

“The interest in these auc- 
tions speaks for itself,” Mac- 
Dougall said. “The past is the 
future in footbalL” MacDougall 
added that typical buyers Call 
into two main categories: fans 
who are looking for a “special” 
purchase relating to a specific 
dub or player they follow, and 
general football hobbyists who 
collect forpleasure. Serious in- 
vestors, he said, whose sole 
aim is making money are few 
and far between in this market 

“There may well be people 
who buy with a view to invest- 
ing but it’s not something Td ad- 
vise purely" as investment” he 
said. “%u*re never sure what 
will happen in the future." 

One example of fluctuating 
fashions was seen at Sotheby's 
yesterday when two Jimmy 
Greaves' shirts failed to selL As 
we of the legendary England 
player’s tops failed to meet its re- 
serve price of £800 and then an- 
other - from a 1965 England v 
Scotland inter-league game - 
was withdrawn because it only 
reached £300, the auctioneer 
said: “Poor old Jimmy Greaves 
doesn't seem very popular." 
Michael Owen beware. 
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Am ong the items sold at Sotheby's football auction yesterday were (clockwise from top): An official review of the 1938 World Cup unFraice, 
that fetched £2,760; 'The Book of FbotbaU, a complete history and record of the game’, from 1906, that made £1,150; a 1924 FA Cup final 
programme, which sold for £2,185; the Portuguese FA pennant from England’s 10-0 win in Lisbon in 1947, which made £1,265 SotnebifS 


Dundee United shun Dundee merger talk Leeds seeking 

extra security 


DUNDEE UNITED are playing 
down a possible merger with 
Dundee, claiming there is no 
reason for change as they are 
the dominant football partner 
onTayside. 

A phone poll showed 58 per 
cent of fens in the city thought 
a merger was the correct way 
forward. The Dundee chief ex- 
ecutive, Peter Mart; then indi- 
cated he would be willing to 
hold talks with his counter- 
parts. But United believe the 
clubs are not equal and put 
their point emphatically in a 
statement yesterday, sanc- 


tioned by their chairman, Jim 
McLean. It read: “We wish to 
make it clear that no consider- 
ation whatsoever has been or 
will be given to a merger or 
amalgamation with Dundee 

"The only basis on which we 
could consider jointly working 
with Dundee would be a 
takeover by us. Dundee is a dub 
shout to invest heavily in its sta- 
dium. Dundee United is a dub 
which has already invested 
£7miHion in its own stadium. 

“We have worked hard to re- 
tain a health? balance sheet, 
have ensured there are signif- 


icant resources continually 
available to the manager to 
add to the playing staff and is 
presently pursuing its own 
long-term plans for major ex- 
ternal investment. On that 
basis the dubs are not equal. 
We fufiy understand, however; 
that at present takeover is not 
an option that is acceptable to 
Dundee or its supporters.” 
Dundee are redeveloping 
their Dens Park stadium in ac- 
cordance with PremierLeague 
guidelines. But while they say 
a merger is not in their 
thoughts they admit they do not 


have the funding yet to carry 
out the work, which must be 
completed by July. 

Their vice-chairman, Derek 
Souter; said: “We would like to 
confirm we are not planning to 
merge or ground share with 
Dundee United. The proposed 
redevelopment plans at Dens 
Park, an absolute requirement 
to maintain SPL status, will be 
going ahead 

“However, it has to be 
stressed that due to a combi- 
nation of factors the dub does 
Dot have all the necessary fund- 
ing in place at this time. The pri- 


mary objective of the board 
within the next two months is 
to ensure this funding gap is 
bridged" 

A small band of Dundee fens 
rfflpvj ? dt^nrm Khsttinn a gsms t 
any possible merger at Ibrox on 
Saiurdayafterthefi-l defeat by 
Rangers. Souter said: “Per- 
haps it tflkps thrifts and events 
like those experienced last 
week to get people to focus on 
just how much Dundee means 
to them. It has certainly rein- 
forced to all at Dundee how 
much our supporters love the 
club.” 


Atletico consider Amato to ease striker crisis 


/CfLETICO MADRID COUkl move 
for the Rangers striker Gabriel 
Amato if they foil to secure the 
services of Juan Antonio PizzL 
The Spanish dub have admit- 
ted being interested in the 
Argentinian, who was training 
as usual yesterday with the 
Scottish Premier League 
leaders. 

Amato, a £4 .2m summer 
signing from Real Mallorca, 
has apparently become frus- 
trated at his lack of first-team 
opportunities. Now he may be 
poised for a move back to Spain 
as Atletico need cover for the 
injured pair of Kifco and Fer- 
nando Correa. 

A dub spokeswoman said 


“Amato is just one of 20 players 
on our list We have to look at 
all the options and weigh every- 
thing up before we come to a 
decision." 

The Spanish striker Pizzi, 
now playing in Argentina for 
River Plate, is believed to be the 
prime target, but Atletico might 
have to consider another option 
as they face a compensation 
claim from his former dub. 
Barcelona, if he returns to 
Spain. 

Atletico’s caretaker-manag- 
er; Carlos Aquiai; said: “We are 
about to complete the signing 
of a striker Nothing has been 
confirmed yet but it is dose." 

Ramrprs have been in prolific 


form recently and the 28-year- 
old Amato was among the sub- 
stitutes again at the weekend 
in the 6-1 defeat of Dundee. Rod 
Wallace, Jonatan Johansson 
and Stephane Guivarc'h are 
all being selected ahead of him. 

Across Glasgow, the Mark 
Viduka transfer wrangle is set 
to rumble on for another three 
weeks. Fife, football's world 
governing body, has requested 
additional information from 
Celtic and Croatia Zagreb as 
well as the Australian football 
authorities. Fife has given the 
three parties until 13 March to 
supply the documentation 

required. 

Celtic forwarded £900,000 to 


the Croatian dub after a trans- 
fer fee of £3m had been agreed. 
Fergus McCann, the Parkhead 
managing director, withheld 
£2.im to give Viduka’s former 
Australian dub their £600,000 
share. The player; who has yet 
to make a first team appear- 
ance, is due £l.5m, paid in 
instalments. 

This latest setback has in- 
furiated Zagreb officials, who 
maintain they should have been 
paid in full Their spokesman, 
Goran Bradic, said: “What can 
we do? It is ridiculous that 
Celtic don't want to pay. We are 
not the guilt}' party in this sit- 
uation yet we are continually 
being punished" 


Viduka signed for Celtic be- 
fore Christmas but then walked 
out on the dub without playing 
a game, saying he was suffer- 
ing from emotional stress. He 
spent Christmas in Australia 
but reappeared at Parkhead 
after the after the winter break 

A fife spokeswoman said: 
“The case is stiQ be handled as 
we need to complete our 
dossier The dubs and the Aus- 
tralian authorities have been 
given a three-week deadline to 
supply the documentation." 

Celtic face Dundee United at 
Parkhead on Saturday, but 
Viduka is likely to continue to 
bufld up his fitness with the sec- 
ond team. 


LEEDS HAVE asked for extra 
security for their FA Cup fifth- 
round replay at White Hart 
Lane tonight On their last visit 
to Tottenham on 26 September; 
with George Graham, then in 
charge of the visitors, heavily 
finked with the Tottenham va- 
cancy, fans staged a protest by 
attacking the Leeds bus. 

Around 100 fans threw bricks 
and bottles, shattering one of 
the windows which led to the 
driver’s assistant being taken to 
hospital for treatment after 
being showered with glass. 

A handful of fans also forced 
their way on to the coach, 
wrongly believing Graham was 
aboard, throwing more bottles 
at players and officials. 

Ian Silvester, the Leeds sec- 
retary is looking for increased 
protection for the United 
players and officials in the hope 
of avoiding a further attack. 

Graham, who became Tot- 
tenham manager a week later 
was barracked before, during 
and after the l-l <fraw in the orig- 
inal tie at Elland Road 10 days 
ago. He was branded as “scum" 
and a “Judas" by more than 400 
supporters when the Spurs bus 
arrived at Elland Road 

O aham ’s successor, David 
O’Leary; will have central 
defenders Lucas Radebe and Jo- 
nathon Woodgate available. 


Radebe, the Leeds captain, has 
been cleared to play by the 
South African Football Associa- 
tion despite an African Nations’ 
Cup tie in Johannesburg on Sat- 
urday while Woodgate has re- 
covered from a knee injury. 

Graham has a near-full 
strength squad to choose from 
as Les Ferdinand has recovered 
from concussion and Justin 
Edinburgh from a knee injury. 

For tonight’s fifth-round 
replay against Huddersfield 
Paulo Wanchope is set to start 
for Derby in place of Dean 
Sturridge. Horatio Carbonari 
and Francesco Baiano, both of 
whom missed Saturday's 2-0 
home defeat to Charlton 
through injury, also return but 
Jacob Laursen is suspended. 

Brian Kidd admits he will 
need to have a roll call before 
being in a position to think 
about his Blackburn team to 
face Newcastle in tonight’s fifth- 
round replay. Jason Wilcox re- 
turns after a three-match ban, 
but bopes that Chris Sutton 
and Stephane Henchaz would be 
fit have been dashed and there 
is no sign of a return for Kevin 
GaJlacbec BfityMcKinlay, Garry 
Flitcroft or Christian Dailfy 

For Newcastle, Stephen 
Glass is out with a knee injury, 

while Alan Shearer missed yes- 
terday’s training session. 


Wales 
told to 
play at 
Anfield 

BY PAUL WALKER 


WALES ARE considering an 
appeal against Uefa’s decision 
to prevent them from playing 
their European Championship 
qualifier with Denmark in their 
capital. Football's European 
governing body is insisting the 
fixture, on 9 June, will have to 
be played at Anfield- the orig- 
inal venue - despite Wales' * 
pleas to be allowed to stage the 
match in Cardiff 

The decision has been con- 
demned by the Wales captain, 
Gary Speed, the coach. Graham 
Williams, and the Fbotball As- 
sociation of Wales president, 
John Owen Hughes. 

The Danes complained that 
they wanted to have the same 
conditions as Italy when they 
faced Wales at Anfield last Sep- 
tember. They also told Uefa 
they planned to bring 4.U00 
supporters to Wales and that 
N infan Park could not accom- 
modate them. 

Speed was at the forefront of 
the campaign to switch the 
match to (he Welsh capital tol 
lowing the success of the Oc- 
tober tie there with Belarus. 

•The Dimes must have 
kicked up one hell of a fuss for 
Uefa to turn down Wales* 
request.*' Speed said, "ft's now 
up to the players to make Den- 
mark pay at Anfield - and it 
makes me even more deter- 
mined to beat them. It's dear 
that Denmark feel we are a 
serious threat to them." 

Wales' full FA council meets 
tomorrow and by then Hughes 
hopes teat a proposal to appeal 
can be put to toe meeting in 
Welshpool. “We knew this 
would cost us money after de- 
ciding not to pfey at Anfield as 
we would have to compensate 
Iiverpooi," Hughes said. “But 
we knew the players and the 
supporterswanted it so we ap- 
proached Uefa. We want victo- 
ry not money. 

“We are certainly investi- 
gating the possibility of an 
appeal The complaints from 
Denmark are centred around 
wanting the same treatment as 
Italy got and because they 
seem to want to bring 4,000 fens 
with them and said they 
couldn’t have that many at Nin- 
ian Park But they are entitled 
to 10 per cent, not a set figure. 
If it had been Cardiff they would 
have had 1,200 tickets. Let’s 
face it, some people might want 
50 Cup final tickets but have to 
accept they can have just one” 

The Wales coach, Bobby 
Gould, is on holiday in Mauritius 
but his assistant Williams said 
Uefa’s decision was “shock- 
ing”. He said: “Does that mean 
that when teams get drawn at 
places like San Marino and the 
Faroe Islands that big nations 
are going to be able to say they 
are not prepared to pfey in 
those stadiums or countries? 

“And now. can Belarus com- 
plain because they had to pfey 
in Cardiff and lost? Are they 
going to say they should have 
been given the same condi- 
tions as Italy and Denmark? It's 
a nonsense." 

Now Switzerland, who play 
Wales on to October in the 
final group match, also want to 
play at Anfield. Their match 
was scheduled for Cardiff, with 
Wales hoping to use the Mil- 
lennium Stadium, which should 
be completed by then. But that 
will not be possible now 
because the date coincides with 
a Rugby World Cup match and 
police have refused to allow the 
international to be pfaj-ed at 
Ninian Park on the same night, 

Wales are hoping to lake 
the game to Wrexham, but the 

s™ 8 could object to thiU and 

ask Uefa to make Wales use 
Anneld again. 
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Clubs set to end European boycott 


vo 


ENGUSH RUGBY’S exasperat- 
ed rani: and file will believe it 
when they see rt - after three 
long years of boardroom back- 
biting, it would be easier to sell 
the Second Coming to a con- 
firmed atheist - but the most 
powerful figure at Twickenham 
is confident that at least one of 
the game’s major political dis- 
putes is about to be solved. 
Francis Baron, the chief exec- 
utive of the Rugby Football 
Union, said yesterday that the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership 
clubs were likely to abandon 
their boycott of the European 
Cup and play in next season's 
competition. 

“A good deal of progress has 


RUGBY UNION 


by Chris Hewett 

been made on this front," re- 
ported Baron during the course 
of a wide-ranging interim brief- 
ing on the thousand and one off- 
Seld issues still plaguing the 
sport as it attempts to cope with 
the growing pains of profes- 
sionalism. “There will be a 
meeting next week, perhaps on 
Monday or Tuesday between all 
interested parties and rm very 
hopeful that a deal, or at least 
the basis of a deal, can be 
struck. The RFU wants to see 
En glish clubs competing in 
Europe next season and we 


have pursued that aim as a mat- 
ter of the utmost urgency." 

No one mil celebrate a rap- 
prochement between the Pre- 
miership dubs and their 
British, Irish and Continental 
cousins more than the players, 
for whom the 12-month stand- 
off has achieved precisely noth- 
ing. While Baron accepted that 
delicate negotiations still lay 
ahead - a proposal by the Eng- 
lish and Freixii dubs to restrict 
the three Celtic nations to only 
seven places in a 20-team com- 
petition has not provoked much 
dancing in the streets of Carcfiff; 
Edinburgh or Dublin - the 
chances of creating a £30m 
tournament next season 


- d in Confident Korda 
nple * returns in style 


p k'[\W 


PETR KORDA, wryly de- 
scribed as "an unbanned sub- 
stance" in the latest edition of 
Ttennis World, continued to ply 
his trade yesterday winning his 
first match in London since 
testing positive for the steroid 
nandrolone at 'Wimbledon last 
summer. 

The 31-year-old Czech had 
his best win of the year so far 
defeating the South African 
Wayne Ferreira, 6-3, 6-4, to ad- 
vance to the second round of 
the £510,000 Guardian Direct 
Cup. 

The left-hander’s confidence 
grew to the point where he de- 
livered four aces in his penulti- 
mate service game. The only 
mishap came early in the sec- 
ond set when the umpire, Mike 
Morrissey was stung by a wasp 
and the trainer was called to 
treat him. 

A year ago Korda was 
ranted No 2 in the world after 
winning the Australian Open 
and had opportunities to over- 
take Pete Sampras at the head 
of the game. This week his 
ranking has dropped to No 75, 
only two places above the semi- 
retired Boris Becker. 

As if to underline the op- 
portunity Korda missed, Rus- 
sia’s Yevgeny Kafelnikov, the 
newly crowned Australian 
Open champion and current 
world No 2. is now within two 
wins of supplanting Sampras. 
Kafelnikov, who needs to ad- 
vance to the semi-finals to rise 
to the top, won his opening 
match against Sweden's Mag- 
nus Gustafsson yesterday, 6-2, 
3-6, 6-3. 

Korda’s lawyers are due in 
the Court of Appeal in London 
next month, when the Interna- 
tional Tennis Federation will 
challenge a High Court judge's 
ruling preventing them from 
taking Korda to the Court of Ar- 
bitration for Sport in Switzer- 
land 

Describing the moment he 
was told last July that he had 
tested positive as a “shock to 


TENNIS 


BY JOHN ROBERTS 
at Battersea Park 

my tennis" (ranked No 3 at the 
time, he has since won onty six 
of 23 matches), Korda said 
playing through to the end of 
last season in the knowledge 
that his appeal was due to be 
heard by an ITF panel was “the 
hardest thing". 

He added that he “was re- 
alistic" when returning to Aus- 
tralia in January to defend his 
title (he lost to Tbdd Martin in 
the third round). “I knew the 
first few months were going to 
be as tough as hell,” be said “I 
knew I would would get the 
media attention, which I am not 
realty used to, and I knew that 
it was going to be tough on the 
court” 

As for the reaction of his fel- 
low players, Korda said there 
was “no problem at all, notxxty 
was going after me". Jim 
Courier; the former world No 
1, had expressed his point of 
view personally Korda said, 
adding that he disregarded 
comments players had made to 
newspapers, including re- 


BATTERSEA RESULTS 


. -EUJfST 'SOiJMD 
T Johansson (Swe) bi P Luxa (Cz Rep) 
6-2 6-4; P Koala (Cz Rep] bt W Fer- 
reira ISA) 6-3 6-4; B Black (Zim)bt K 
AJaml (Mot) 6-1 1 -6 7-6; G Raoux (Fr) 
bt D Vixek fCx Rep) 6-4 6-3; N Kiefer 
(Ger) bt C Ploline (Fr) 5-7 6-2 7-5. 


TODAY’S ORDER 
OF PLAY 

Centre Court (10:30am Starr): J M 
Gambill (US) v D Sanguinetd (It). Not 
before noon: (6] T Enqvlst (Swe) v D 
Prinosll (Ger). Not before 2:30pm: (A) 
R Krajicek (Neth) v N Kiefer (Ger). fol- 
lowed by (7) G tenserfc (Crea] v H Arazl 
(Mot) . Not before 7pm: J Krosiak (Slo- 
vak) v (2) T Henman (GB). fallowed by 
B Becker (Ger) v (5) KKucera (Sloak). 
Court One (1 pm start): C Suk (Cz Rep) 
6 P TramacchJ (Aus) v N Broad (GB) 
6 R Koenig (SA). followed by W 
Arthurs (Aus) 6 1 Tarango (US) v D 
Adams (SA) fi J De Jager (SA). Not be- 
fore 7pm:jl) P Galbraith (US) 6 P 
Haartiuis (Nerfi) v B Black (Zfm) & W 
Fertdra (SA). 


marks by Greg Rusedski “T am 
not counting any person who is 
critical behind my back," Korda 
said. u He is not chalteng in g me 
unless he talks to me. He can- 
not laugh at me, and be nice. 
If he wants to say something, 
rm here. I can come and real- 
ly talk to him any time. What 
ever he said in the newspapers, 

1 am the person who is clean- 
ing in front of my house. I 
don’t think Greg or anyone 
else has a right to dean my 
house. 

“First of all Greg doesn’t 
know the rules well and doesn’t 
know the case. Once it is oven 
maybe it is going to be [ex 
plained] in the media, maybe it 
is going to be different I am not 
ever going to be offensive to 
anyone. What happened, hap- 
pened. and if somebody is crit- 
ical in the papers, what can I 
do? Everybody has the right to 
express themselves.” 

The sight of 188 players 
competing at Wimbledon with 
out prize-money - and umpir 
ing their own matches until the 
later stages of the tournament 
- will be a feature of the 75th 
anniversary of the Interna 
tional Chib during the week of 

2 to 7 August 

This throwback to the ama- 
teur ethos represents the 
-largest- mixed tennis team 
event ever held in the United 
Kingdom, with 31 men’s and 
22 women’s teams travelling 
to the All England Club to play 
on six of the outside courts 
used during the Wimbledon 
Championships. Spectators 
will be able to gain entry to the 
event by paying £5 for a pro- 
gramme. 

Chris Wilkinson, 29, and 
Maris Petchey, 28, will play for 
Britain in the the under-45 
event, and Robin Drysdale and 
Phil Siviter have been nomi- 
nated for the veterans’ event 
Siviter is the holder of the ITF 
over-45 doubles title in part- 
nership with Brian Greatrex. 
Anthea Stewart, who recently 


depend an agreement The cur- 
rent organising body win meet 
in Lyon before Saturday’s 
42,000 sell-out European Shield 
final between Bourgoin and 
Montferrand to prepare the 
ground fora truce. 

Sadly, that was about the 
extent of Baron’s good news. 
The chief executive refused to 
be drawn on the RFU’s re- 
sponse to the substantial fines 
imposed fay the International 
Rugby Board at recent disci- 
plinary hearings, but it was 
clear ftiafr the union remained 
split down the middle on the 
issue Having spent more Qian 
£520,000 on legal expenses in 
1997-98 and a whole lot more 


during the finanrnal year that 
ends this summer, the Twick- 
enham hierarchy has yet to 
decide whether to fight the 
world governing body in the 
courts or simply pay up. 

“We could have bought our 
own law firm with the money 
we've splashed out on lawyers 
and consultants; the cost of all 
the factional in-fi ghting fe there 
on the bottom line in horrible 
red ink," admitted Baron, who 
imposed heavyjob losses on the 
Twickenham workforce last 
month. “My stated objective is 
to return the union to the black 
and to make it the financial 
powerhouse of the game, but 
we’ve lost £10 Jm over the last 


two years and while revenue 
wem up by 228 per cent during 
that time, our costs rose by 309 
per cent. If a pic had presented 
those figures to the City, a lot 
of heads would have roiled." 

He also accepted that Bris- 
tol’s move to obtain a top-flight 
Premiership place through the 
back door by buying London 
Scottish - and, fay extension, 
Cardiff's rumoured interest in 
purchasing ~West Hartlepool - 
was a regulatory nightmare 
waiting to happen. “Rugby’s 
rules were not drawn up to 
cater for the realities of the com- 
mercial world," he said. “The 
fact is that any sporting 
organisation’s regulations are 


subject to national and Euro- 
pean law. flfe need to tighten up 
our rules and we are woridng on 
It, but we don’t want to frame 
anything that will send a stream 
of people rushing off to Brussels 
for legal redress. These are 
very, very difficult times." 

On the playing front as 
opposed to the political one, the 
career of Frank Bunce, one of 
the great centres of the modern 
era, is in the balance. Bunce left 
New Zealand for Castres last 
summer but has spent all sea- 
son on the treatment table. 
The French dub indicated yes- 
terday that it will release the All 
Black veteran at the end of the 
current campaign. 



Petr Korda takes to the air after his victory over Wayne Ferreira at Battersea Park yesterday 


AUsport 


won the British indoor oveMO 
championship, will compete in 
the International Club’s over-40 
event 

The International Club, es- 
tablished to “promote, by social 


union and match-play, good 
fellowship amongst players 
who have borne their rackets 
overseas”, was founded at the 
Royal Automobile Club in Lon- 
don in 1924. 


•There was a minute’s silence 
at the Battersea tournament 
yesterday in memory of the 
Dutch player Mexico Oosting. 
who was killed in a car crash 
on Monday night while re- 


turning home from a tourna- 
ment in Cherbourg, France. 
Oosting, 34. was ranked a ca- 
reer-best No 72 in the world sin- 
gles in 1988, and No 20 in 
doubles in 1995. 


BBC 
lead in 
ratings 
battle 

By tom Sutton 


THE FIVE Nations' Champi- 
onship is almost at the half-way 
stage -but the battle for view- 
ers has onty just begun. Ratings 
for last weekend's fixtures cor- 
respond favourably to those at 
a similar stage last year, with 
the BBC leading the way 

However, although the Beeb 
have live coverage of eight of 
the 10 Five Nations games 
this season, the loss of England 
home games is keenly felt. 
Last season, the corporation 
attracted an average audience 
of 5.4 million for the Calcutta 
Cup at Murrayfield, but were 
only able to muster 3.7 million 
for their live coverage of Ire- 
land’s win against Wales at 
Wembley. 

In contrast Sky Sports 
recorded 626.000 - up almost25 
per cent on their live coverage 
of the England-France game at 
Twickenham last season. I TV 
pulled in 2.5 million for their 
hig hljghts programme last Sat- 
urday. Sky paid £87m for their 
exclusive contract to show Eng- 
land matches at Twickenham, 
which lasts until 2001. But the 
BBC have already set their 
sights on recapturing the full 
rights to the event. 

“Obviously we would want 
more watching," said a BBC 
spokesman. Mite Day. “But we 
are happy. Rugby is an invest- 
ment and when the England 
contract conies up again, we 
will be in their pitching." 

A spokesman for Sky TV re- 
fused to comment on the fig- 
ures, insisting they did not take 
into account the number of 
people who may have watched 
the game in pubs and clubs. 
However, he declared the com- 
pany “satisfied" with viewing 
figures for rugby union. 

England and New Zealand 
will be among32 teams from all 
parts of the globe taking part 
In this year’s World Junior 
Under~19s Championship. The 
competition, which takes place 
in Wales from 24 March to 4 
April, has attracted every lead- 
ing rugby-playing nation with 
the exception of Australia, 
Fifty-six matches involving 
1.000 players wiS be held at 
venues in Wales. 

The defending champions, 
Ireland, among 16 countries 
grouped in the first division of 
the tournament, begin their 
cam p aig n against Georgia at 
Dunvant on 26 March. 

England open up with a 
match against the host nation, 
Wales, on the same day, while 
New Zealand begin against Ro- 
mania. Although competitors 
are bracketed in groups of four 
the event is effectively a knock- 
out affair culminating in the 
final on 4 April at Llanelli. 
Emerging nations such as 
Taiwan, Morocco and Brazil 
wiD participate in the competi- 
tion's third category. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

Chip Myers, who was recently pro- 
morerd by rhe Minnesota Vikings 
from quarterbacks coach to 
offensive co-ordinator, has died of 
a heart attack at the age of 53. 

BASKETBALL 

NBA: Outage 77 Arlanw 6B: Philadelphia 
106 Cleveland 97; Orlande lO 7 Sacra- 
mento 96; Denver U7LA Lakers '• (oty. 
Minnesota 95 San Antonio 89; Phoenix 101 
Dallas S3; Utah 1 04 LA Clippers 89. 
ENGLAND TEAM (v Belarus, European 
ChamploesMpseiiif-nm round. Crys- 
tal Palace NSC, tonight): Amaechl 


SKI HOTLINE 


(Limoges). Baker (Manchester Giants). 
BudciuB (RegaaitaJ. Cheung (YpresJ. 
Hasten (Appoilon). Herrlmao (Den 
Helderj. Scamfetwry (Sheffield 5 harks). 
Carter (Kefiavik). Hoggins (Antwerp). 
Betts (Bologna). Harwell (PlsroJa). 
Austin (Thames Valley Tigers). 

CRICKET 

Micky Stewart, the former England 
manager, has been nominated for a 
second year as president of Surrey. 
Subject to approval at the dub’s an- 
nual meeting in April, the former 
Prime Minister John Major will also 
be re-elected as deputy president. 


The final of che one-day international 
triangular Series between England, 
Zimbabwe and the hosts South 
Africa next year has been put back 
three days to 12 February the daces 
of three round-robin matches have 
also been changed. South Africa 
meet Zimbabwe rri. Durban on 2 Feb- 
ruary and play England In East Lon- 
don on 4 February. Zimbabwe meet 
England In Centurion on 9 February. 

TOUR MATCH 
(Sc Join's, Antigua) 
second day or ehrtm) 

Australia won toss 

AUSTRALIA - Him tunings 156 (G S 

Blewetr 52: R Hinds 4-23). 


Resort Area Comment Slopes (cm) Lost Temp Forecast 

open Lwr Upr snow 

Detailed independent snow and ANDORRA 

weather reports from 1 80 resorts Pas de ta Casa 1 OO t Great conditions 95 115 2J.2 -2C Snow 

AUSTRIA 

First, obtain the access code for lschgl ipa% High avalanche rtak170 370 5T5 ^9C Variable 

the resort of your choice. Obereurgl ....20% Excellent condldonslOO 3l0 23.2 -8C Variable 

DhAH. nnm si no U3 5 


Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 Bl n frA RI* 

Sts? 4 " StS COdeS f0r 1 80 Ramporouo 100% Good Skiing 75 100 2 \. 2 -1 Changeable 

* CANADA 

To listen co the latest snow and Jasper 99% packed powder 90 130 20.2 -4CBright spells 

weather report: ' FRANCE 

phone 0901 V7 70 051 + code , Some parts closed 160 260 22^2 ^1C Dear 

U Plegny 70% Excellent suing 1M 340 22 2 -3C Snow 

Foe a fa* copy of the latest snow 

S? oSfisVoOMfi + «de Courmayeur 100% H*gh winds M 230 i51 Tc 

Fax 0906 55 OO 086 + eoae Good alllewls 70 90 \02 -AC Lcsnow 

SCOTLAND 

y Gienswe ... 100% Great conditions 26 AS 22.2 -3C MHder 

’ MKUiUyiUUMI SWITZERLAND ■ 

A detailed four-pa® summary of St Moric .90% Gd swing. boanHng90 ISO. 22.2 -TOC Changeable 1 

conditions In 180 resoris united states __ , 

Fax. 0906 55 OO 601 Snowttid. ...700% Dry powdery snow ISO 2tO 22-2 -5C Sunny ] 

Information supplied bf Ski Hotline j 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 I 

Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 cost E! per min. 0870 calls on? standard naoonal rate . 



On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 



WEST MDES BOARD » 

- Hr** Innings 

(Overnight: 1 tor 3) 

R McLean c Blewett b Dale . — 0 

1M Sinclair Km b Dale 8 

R Hinds c Stott b Dale 5 

C H Gayle c Hewett b Miller 1 1 

R M Powell c Langer b Dale 0 

P T Collins not out 21 

DMaScBIchelbMittef .0 

C Collymore c Healy b Dale 5 

Extras (b4 ID1J S 

local — 55 

FaB (cone): 4-12 5-17 6-20 7-20 8-30 
9-34. 

BowUiup Bithael 9-5-12-1; Dale 
14.5-6-24-7; Miller 6-3-14-2. 


round ben-off tbnes JaD times (Ml) 
US unless stand): 1532 N Price (Zhni 
V F Minoza (PUB): 15*0 J Maggerr v F 


Jnr (ScoJ 1.163.00; 20 P-U Joftansson 


FOOTBALL 

Ffeul Shepherd, the Leeds’ utility de- 
fender. has joined Trantnere on a 
month’s loan with a view to a per- 
manent move. 

Rushden and Diamonds, of the Na- 
tionwide Conference, have agreed 
to release 6ft 7 In Ian Feuer so he 
can return to Major League Soccer 
with Colorado Rebels. The 2 7 -year- 
old American goalkeeper, who 
played In the FA Cup ties with Leeds, 
had hoped to secure a move to a top 
English side after protons spdte with 
West Ham and Luton but has opted 
to return to the States. 

Major League Soccer yesterday re- 
lieved the No 2 executive Sunil Gu- 
lati from his duties as deputy 
commissioner. 

mCARUBEMlWSeSBiiHluldniK 
Taunton ‘town si Tweiton Town; Bedllna- 
ton toners v Thame Utd. (flrv leg ties 
to be pto yea 13 March, second kg ties 
«> be ployed 20 Mardi). 

DUTCH LEAGUE: Postponed: MW 
Maastricht v Redo JC Kerfcrade. 
raws CUP (Bangldk. Tbal) Rtxrod 
■vbk BrazH Under- 20 6 Hungary Under- 
go 0; Thailand Under-20 2 North Korea 

Onder-20 2 . 

MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Rondos 
l^agn Premier Dfsbfcw: Sunderland 1 
Leicester Second MiUoie Wrexham 
3 Newcastle 3. LeagM Cap quarter- 
fbat! Postponed: Tranmerev Hudders- 
Wri. A upn fciHwrnm. Co n Ad andon ffrsr 
P Mrt aiB Luton I Barnet 1; Oxford 0 
Bournemouth l: Reading 0 totrenham 0. 

GOLF 

.The venue Of n£rt year's Solheim Cup 
from October 6 to 8 has been 
switched from Sunningdale to Loch 
Lomond. The Europeat Ladies’ Pro- 
fessional Golf Association s<iid "com- 
mercial realities' had dictated the 
change of venue for the biennial 
event between the leading women 
players From Europe and die Unit- 
ed States, 

ANDERSEN CONSULTING WORLD 
MATCHPLAV CHAMPIONSHIP (La 
Cost*. Carlsbad, California) Rnt 


Funk; 1548 j Leonard vM A Jimenez (Sp|; 
1 556 S Strieker v S Maruyama (Japan): 
1 604 P Mckeban v N Cbaki (lapan); 161 2 
LJanzenvGDajr, 1S20J FinykvPSoland 
(Swe): 1628 M Calcavecchu vC Franco 
[Par): 1636 V Stngh (FIJI) v R Mediate: 
16*4 B Langer (Ger) vBFaron; 1652E 
Els (5A) v P Azinger: 1700 H Sutton v L 
Roberts; 1708 L Westwood (GB) v E 
Romero (Arv); 1716 G Norman (AnisJ v J 
Cook: 1724 C Montgomerie (GB) v C 
Stadl err 1 732 J Huston v B Estes: 1740 
J Parnevik (Swe) vC Parry (Aus): 1748 P 
Stewart v C Parry fAus): 1756 D Clarke 
|GS) v A Magee: 1 804 B Watts v T Bjorn 
(Den): 1812 F Couples v D Harr 1820 
S Hoch v I Woosnam (GB); 1828 S 8k- 
Ingmn (Aus) v 5 Jones: 1836 T Lehman 
v S Iferplank: 1844 T Woods v N Faldo 
(GB): 18S2 T Watson v B T wuf. 1900 D 
Duval v S Leaney (Aus): 1908 S Appleby 
(Aus) v B Giasson: 1916 D Love v SPate: 
1924 J Sluman v 8 Jobe; 1932 M 
O’Meara v M Bradley: 1940 J M CMaxa- 
bal (Sp) v B Mayfair. 

RYDER CUP STANDINGS (for natch 
24 to 26 Septunfeec The Country dub, 
BraoUne, Massachusetts) Eoropes 1 
C Montgomerie (Sco) 5.760.00ptsr 2 D 
Clarke (N in) 3323.00: 3 L Westwood 
(Eng) 3382.00: 4 M A Jfminez (Sp) 
2.780.00: 5 S Sower (Ger) 2.660.00; « 
D Howefi (Eng) 2336.00: 7 ACtfka jGeri 
2,149.00: 8 A Co! tart (Sco) 2.137.00: 9 


2,149.00: SAColtart (Sco) 2.137.00:9 
J Sandefin (Swe) 2.090.00: 10 R Karls- 
son (Swe) 2 .005.00. IIP SJoland (Swe) 
1,734.00; 12 p McGintay (Rep Irl) 
1,716.00: 13 PFulte (Swe) 1,543.00: 14 
P Lawns {Seal 1,463.00; 15 S Webster 
(Eng) 1 ,390.00; 16 B Langer (Ger) 
1.369.00: 17 P Price (Will 1.190.00: 18 
J ttuiDe Velde iFr) 1 ,1 79.00: 19 G Brand 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stated 
FA CUP FIFTH-ROUND REPLAYS 

Blackburn v Newcastle (7.45) 

Derby v Huddersfield (7.45) 

Tottenham v Leeds (7.45) 

UN] BOND LEAGUE President’s Cup 
second-round replay. Leigh RM! v Al- 
trincham. Uoiltrta fine DMsfoo Cop 
third round: HucKnaU v Raddlffe Bor- 
ough. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE IMdblld DL 

trffton: Sofchutl Borough V Weston-super- 
Mare. Southern Mutates: St Leonards 
v Folkestone Imrfcw. 

NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
CUP Ttalrd-fotaad ropby; aitheee vSt 
Helens. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Fine DMtriea: Sdsey v Wick . 
SCREWF1X DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
Dtvfskm: Taunton v Wesibury 
JEWS0N WESSEX LEAGUE IRnx Dl- 
t&slon Down ton v Cowes Sports; Easr- 
feign v Tfurenam. 


M James (End i .033.00:74 C Rocca (It) 
1. 004.00: 25 P Harrington (Rep Irl) 
1.001.00. United Stated 1 D Duval 
967.500pts; 2 T Woods 816.875: 3 M 
O'Meara 737.500: 4 D Low III 559.500; 
5J Furyk 550.500: 6 P Stewart 442.500: 
7 J Leonard 439.375: 8 F Couples 
442.500; 9 5 Strieker 4 1 2.500; 10 F Funk 
370.000: 11 B Mayfair 347.500: 12 H Sut- 
ton 336.250; 19 J Sluman 335.417: 14 
J Maggerr 335.000: 15 P MrChelson 
331.250: 16 J Huston 319.583; 17 L 
Janzen 297300; 18 B Estes 270.000; 19 
M Galcawecchia 252.500: 20 C Perry 
247.500; 21 B Tway 243.333: 22 F Lick- 
liter 242.500; 23 5 Hoch 22B.OOO; 24 S 
Pate 21&214; 25 G Day 212.500. 

ICE HOCKEY 
NHL: New Jersey 3 lampa Bay 2; Wash- 
ington 4 Toronto 3: Pittsbursh 4 Phoenix 
1 :St Louis 5 Los Angeles 1 ; Calgary 6 NY 
Rangers 2. 

NORDIC SKIING 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Rarosao, 
Autl CroeMWtury Man's 131ml por- 
snfc: 1 T Alsnard (Nor) Uw Q5rr*n 54Ssec 


(5km 25:1 6.0. 101^40:38.9); 2 M Myl- 
lyla (Fin) 1:05:55.6 (24:19.0. 41:36.6); 
3 F Uaibusa (It) 1:06:17.6 (25:05.0. 
41:12.6): 4 J feometsa (Fin) 1:06:18.5 
(25:09.0, 41:09.5): 5 J Mae (Esc) 
1:06:19.0 (24:48.0. 41:31.0): 6 B Daehlie 


41 :42.!j: 8 A Stadlober (Autl 1:06:22.9 
124:34.0. 41:485); 9 P Bofsson (Swe) 
1:06:29.6 (25:35.0. 40:54.6); 10 F Ma| 
HO 1:06:30.0 (25:27.0. 41;03.0). 
Women's I5kn pursote i S Betmon- 


JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE CUP 
SemMfaafc Fetetowe Pon a Town vhs- 
ton- 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Nnc Dftfitcloe: BIMIngfiam 
Town v Easingtotv League Cup Foortti 
round: BecHlfiPton "toners V Morpeth; 
GuJsborough v JDutiSBjn Federation; Jar- 
row Roofing v West Auckland. 

THE TIMES m YOUTH CUP Pburtb- 
reentf roptay; Sunderland v Nottingham 

Forest. 

PONTtNS LEAGUE First Division: 

Bolton v Grimsby (7.01; Middlesbrough 
v Trantnere (7.0); rare vale v Sheffield VUed 

(7.0) . Second DfvWoa: Blackpool v Lin- 
coln (7.0): Scarborough v Shrewsbury 
(7.01. Ttatrd Division: Bury v Chester; 
Chescerfldd v wafsafi (2.0): Darlington v 
Rochdale (2.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
First DMsloni Brighton v Chariton 

(7.0) : Cambridge v Chelsea (7.0); GUffng- 
ham v Norwich; Peterborough v Wim- 
bledon (7.0); POnsmourti v Arsenal; 
Swindon v West Ham (7. 1 5); Watford v 
Rilhamt Wycombe v Quest's Pak Rangers 


do (Id 42min 27Jsec (5km 1 3:33.0. 10k 
28:54.9); 2 N Gavriliuk (Rus) 42:56.8 
(13:19.0. 29:37.81: 3 I Taranento-toella 
(LHu) 43:02.3 (13:30.0. 29:32.3): 4 A 
Reitsova (Rus) 43:07.6 (13:41.3. 
29:26.31: 5 O Danilova (Rus) 43:14.6 
(13:02.0. 30:12.6): 6 K Smigun )Est) 
43 JO. 4 (13:33.0. 29:47.4): 7 A Orrfliu 
(Swe) 43:39.0 (13:42.0. 29:57.0); 8 B 
Martlnsen (Nori *3:45.1 (12:49.0. 
30:56.1); 9 M Theurl (Autl 43:46.2 
(13:41.0. 30:05.2); TO S VHleneuve (Fr) 
44:10.0 (13:34.0. 30.36 0). 

RUGBY UNION 
ITALIAN SQUAD tv Scotland. Mur- 
ray Bekl. 6 Mardi): Forwards: C Cbec- 
dnaco. w Crtitowtato (both Benetton 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Roma), Massimo Cuctltxa (Fly Plot 
Cahasano). ASgorloo (Benetton Treviso). 
M akwaaem (Narbonrte). 5 Stucco 
(Padova). C Calene (RD5 Roma). Backs: 
A UnMeoo (Benetton Treviso). G Hand. 
D DonUotgnez (Slade Fran?eals), D Dal- 
ian, L Pnfn (both Benetton Treviso), L 
Marttn (Padova). C 5uka (Narbonne). 
F Roeein (RDS Roma). M Baron! (Pado- 
va). J Perth* (RDS Roma). 


ALPINE WORLD CUP Women's Giant 
slalom (Are, Swe): t A Metssnltzer (Aut) 
2min 1 2.97sec: 2 A Ubchter (Aut) 
2:13.62: 3 A Flemmen (Nor) 2:14^0: 4 
S Nef (Swic) 2: 14J8: 5 A Ottosson (5we) 
2:1 5.10: 6 D Compagwni (It) 1 1 5.16: 7 
KReten (5wit) 2:1 Sri : 8 L Piccard (Fr) 
2:15.31; 9 SPWtnar (Sloven) 2:15.40: fO 
BHeeb (Llch) 2:15 26. Slalom: 1 S Pret- 
nar fStonen) 1 min 2 W3sec (first teg 4326. 
second leg 43.67); 2 T Bakte (Nor) 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
FRIENDLY MATCH: Hunsier v Gateshead 
160). 


RUGBY UNION 
REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: Stafford- 
shire V British Police (7.30) for Burton- 
on-Trent RUFC). 

CLUB MATCH: Royal Navy v Cambridge 
University (6.75) (of US Portsmouth). 


BASKETBALL 
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP Scmf- 
Bnal round: England v Belarus (7.30) (at 
Crystal Mats NSC) . 

ICE HOCKEY 
5EN0NDA SUPERLEAGUE: Ayr Scot Osh 
Eagles v Manchester Storm (7.30). 

OTHER SPORTS 
TENWSj Guardian Direct Cup (rt Bat- 
tersea Park, London). 


1:27.11 (42.77. 44.34); 3 A Paerson (Swe) 
1:27.18 (43 J3. 43.95); 4 P VWberg 
ISwe) 1:27.19 (42 .89. 44.30). 5 C 
Rlegler(NZ) 1:27.41 (44. JB. 43J3J.6V 
Nowen (Swe) 1:27.42 (42.89. 44.53): « 
ZStegMlI (Aut) 1:27.42 (42.85. 44.57): 

8 K Koferer {Aut) 1 :27-50 (42.80. 44.70); 

9 S Egger (Aut) 1:27.57 (43.0T, 44.561; 

10 SCtement-Guy (R) 1-J7.94 (44.19. 
43.75). 

SNOOKER 

Michael Judge, che 31 -year-old 
Dubliner, has been handed a surprise 
wiki-card Irwitatkxt to the 1999 Ben- 
son and Hedges Irish Masters. 
Judge, the provisional world No 70. 
has won only one match this sea- 
son but will join che game's lead- 
ing players at Goffs in County 
Kildare next month. The three other 
wild-card selections are Steve Davis, 
Jimmy White and Stephen Lee. 

TENNIS 

IGA SUPEKTHRUFT WOMEN’S CLAS- 
SIC (Oklahoma dry) Sagles, first 
round: J Chi (US) bt A Frazier (US) 3-6 
7-6 7-5-. A Stevenson (US) bt M De Svordt 
ISA) 7-5 7-6. T Panova (Rus) br O Bara- 
banschikova (Beta) 3-6 6-1 6-2; K Bran- 
di (US) bt M A Sanchez- Lorenzo (Sp) 7-6 
6-2; E Wagner (Ger) bt J Nejedly (Can) 6-4 
6-2: M Saekl (Japan) bt L McNeil (uS) 7-s 

PARIS WOMEN'S INDOOR OPEN: 
Singles, Arse rounds A Cochereux (Fr) 
bt A Smashnova (1st) 6-3 6-3: A-G Sidor 
(Fr) bt L Councus (Bel) 6-3 4-6 6-2: J 
Halard-Decugh (Fr) bt M-A Venco (Vtal) 
6-4 6-0: 5 Nacuk (fog) bt S Pidtowski (Fr) 
6-4 2-67-6. _ 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The number of times 
Carlinhos has been 
appointed coach of 
Brazilian football side 
Flamengo. He signed 
yesterday after the 

dismissal on Monday 
of Evaristo de Macedo 
- who has since taken 
over at Corinthians 
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MONEY-MAKING MEMORIES P26 • HANSEN’S GOLDEN DREAM P23 



Ronaldo to miss United game 


ALEX FERGUSON was last 
night refusing to play the 
guessing game surrounding 
Ronaldo. 

Massimo Moratti, the In- 
ternazionale president, has 
claimed the suiter is almost 
certain to miss next Wednes- 
day's Champions' League 
match against Manchester 
United at Old TYaffbrd because 
of a knee injury. 

United, however; are wary of 
being duped by Inter and their 
manager said: “The only thing 
we're doing is preparing our- 
selves to play well in a tough 
match against formidable 
opposition. Well continue to 


FOOTBALL 


BY JOHN CURTIS 

do that with or without Ronaldo 
in their ranks. It wont change 
our outlook on the game at aD.” 
Moratti claims Ronaldo has 

not completely recovered from 
tendinitis of the knee, which has 
affected him since the begin- 
ning of the season. 

“His ccmcfitkra has improve 
but it is practically ruled out 
that we will see him in the 
Champions' League. He will 
only play when he has com- 
pletely recovered.” 

Ronaldo, 22, has reportedly 


been refusing to play for Inter 
because of the pain in his knee 
and he sat in the stands for 
Sunday’s Serie A game with 
Lazio even though he had been 
passed fit 

He has only played 16 cham- 
pionship games for Inteu; who 
have had a disappointing sea- 
son so far 

United have been dung their 
homework on the Italians and 
their assistant coach, Steve 
McCIaren, went to Rome to 
watch them against Lazio. 

Gareth Barry Aston YDla’s 
England Under-2l international, 
yesterday celebrated his I8£h 
birthday by signing a five-year 


contract with the Premiership 
contenders while one of his for- 
mer Brighton team-mates 
became the subject of a second 
dispute over transfer fees 
between the dubs. 

Hie central defender agreed 
the deal in December bid has 
only now completed the 
formalities. 

He has just been rested by 
the Villa manager; John Gre- 
gory, after playing virtually 
every game since breaking into 
the side after Dave Unswortfa’s 
move back to Everton, yet 
there is little doubt that the for- 
mer Brighton trainee has a 
promising future in the game. 


Barry said: - My feet are 
firmly on the ground and, al- 
though I have various targets 
for the next 12 months, the first 
of them is to play week in and 
week out for ViDa. The manager 
gave me a rest for a couple of 
games at Christmas and pgam 
now, and I am sure he has my 
best interests at heart and 
those of the team.” 

Gregory said: “He has made 
tremendous progress and is a. 
great prospect, but this was the 
time to give him a rest” 
vma are confident they will 
not have to pay Brighton a 
penny of compensation for the 
young midfielder Michael 


Standing as another dispute 
over the payment of transfer 
fees appears likely to break out 

between the two dubs. * 


£2.8m fromVniaas compensa- 
tion for coaching the former 
England schoolboy inter- 
national until he was 16. Villa 
Haim the t7-year-old was not 
properly registered by the 
Third Division side. 

Standing has said he was Dot 
under contract with Brighton 
when Villa secured his ser- 
vices at the same time as they 
signed Barry from the south 
coast Club- He main hunfi that 
he signed a one-year deal, 


which had expired, with 
Brighton, who in turn insist he 
was under contract for two 
years. 

Villa have already been 
ordered by an independent 
tribunal this season to pay 
Brighton what could eventually 
amount to £lm for Barry. That 

followed a bitter wrangle in 
which the Brighton chairman, 
Dick Knight accused Aston 
Villa of being ^penny-pinching 
hypocrites". 

Gregory responded by 
claiming : ‘T fi^ Kniattwoulcfo't 
recognise Gareth Barry if he 
stood on Brighton beach wear- 
ing an Albion shirt with a ball 


under his arm and a seagull on 
his head.” 

Now Knight, who is also 
Standing's uncle, is again 
attempting to fon^VDJa to part 
wit h their money a claim which 
the Midlanders are contesting. 
The Villa company secretary, 
Steve Stride, said: “TOs are con- 
tending that the player was 
not properly registered by 
Brighton and as such they have 

no rfaim for compensation-” 

Standing made his first 
senior appearance for Villa as 
a non-playing substitute in the 
home match against Black- 
burn two weeks ago. 

1966 and all that, page 26 


Palace are a 
lost cause, 
says Noades 



hr -**■ 


RON NOADES, the former Crys- 
tal Palace chairman who still 
owns the club's SeJhurst Park 
ground, denied yesterday that 
he was part of a consortium that 
was planning to buy the dub. 

“The dub's a lost cause," 
said Noades, who is now the 
owner and manager of Third 
Division Brentford. “All the 
good work I did there has gone 
out of the window.” 

Noades sdd Palace last year 
to Mark Goldberg far £22J5m. In 
recent weeks the club’s finan- 
cial situation has deteriorated 
despite the sale of players such 
as Matt Jansen to Blackburn 
for fillm. It is believed that 
Goldberg still needs to raise 
substantial new funds in order 
to resolve the current crisis. 

Noades may be tempted to 
return only if Goldberg fails to 
secure that funding and the 
dub goes bankrupt However; 
Noades maintained yesterday. 
'The last thing I want to be in- 
volved in. at the age of 61, is 
sorting out someone else's 
problems," 

Liverpool have denied 
daims that Michael Owen 
could become a Lazio player: 
Italian sources suggested that 
Owen had confirmed an agree- 
ment that if he ever left Anfidd, 
tire Rome side would be the first 
he would talk to. 

Liverpool discounted the 
claims as “fabrication”, 
spokesman Ian Cotton saying: 
“Michael has assured us that he 


has not made any agreement 
with any dub to talk to them 
now or in the future.” 

West Ham Ham insist they 
have no intention of signing two 
South Korean internationals. 
The Hammers were reported to 
have paid an Asian record 
transfer fee of £3m for striker 
Choi Ydng-Soo, and £lm for 
midfielder Km Doh-Keun. The 
dub said, however; that they 
were simply allowing the play- 1 
ers to train with them. 

All 75,000 tickets to see Eng- 
land’s Euro 2000 qualifier 
against Poland on 27 March 
were sdd out inside 36 hours. 
The Wembley spokesman, Mar- 
tin Carrie, said: This is un- 
doubtedly the fastest selling 
game we’ve seen here." 

The former Atietico Madrid 
coach, Colin Addison, is the new 
manager of Scarborough, cur- 
rently bottom of the Football 
League. Addison. 58, has left 
Merthyr Tydfil to sign a contract 
until the end of next season. 

The Nottingham Forest 
winger; Andy Gray, has joined 
Second Division Preston on a 
month's loan which could lead 
to a permanent switch. The 
Scotland Under-21 interna- 
tional moved to Forest from 
Leeds for £200,000 last summer , 
but has struggled to make an | 
impact at the City Ground 

Southampton have rigned 
Farense’s Portuguese Under-20 
international striker; Dani Ro- 
drigues, for £170,000. 
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Split screen: Jacques Villeneuve at the wheel of one of the new British American Racing cars, which carries die livery of two cigarette brands to steer round FIA rules 
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BAR cars’ provocative show 



THIRTY YEARS after tobacco 
sponsorship made its first ap- 
pearance in grand prix racing, 
someone has found a way to 
promote two brands of ciga- 
rette simultaneously. The con- 
troversial new British 
American Racing team un- 
veiled the modified paintwork 
of their Formula One con- 
tender yesterday, revealing a 
design intended to circumvent 
rules which prohibit two cars 
of the same team being paint- 
ed in different fivety. 

From one side, the BAR-Su- 
pertec 01 appears to be carry- 
ing the red and white livery of 


MOTOR RACING 


By Richard Williams 
at Silvers tone 

Lucky Strike cigarettes. From 
the other; it carries the blue and 
yellow of State Express 555. 
From the front, it looks like 
nothing on earth - on perhaps, 
an accident that couldn't wait 
to happen. 

Both brands are produced by 
British American Tobacco, 
which set up the team last year 
in a £250m five-year deal in- 
voking Jacques Vffleneuve, the 
former world champion, and his 


manager; Craig Pollock, who is 
the team's managing director. 
At their official launch several 
weeks ago, they announced 
their intention to promote both 
brands. During that ceremony 
VEQenenve’s car appeared in 
Lucky Strike colours while that 
of his team-mate, the 22-year- 
old Brazilian Ricardo Zonta, 
was in the 555 lively. 

When objections were 
raised by the FLA, the in- 
ternational motor sport au- 
thority Pollock threatened to 
take the case to the European 
Commission. He backed down 
after the FTA’s arbitration 


panel found against the team, 
which was ordered to pay legal 
costs estimated at more than 
£500, 000. He was also told to ap- 
pear before the World Council, 
the FTA’s disciplinary body, on 
12 March to explain BAR’S 
conduct A heavy fine, if not a 
suspension, is expected. 

The team’s solution to their 
problem was eagerly awaited, 
and yesterday’s unveiling took 
place as part of the car’s final 
shakedown run at Silverstone 
in preparation for the Aus- 
tralian Grand Prix, tte first race 


a week on Sunday in Mel- 


bourne. Villeneuve’ s driving 
suit, and the uniforms of his 
mechanics, were still based 
solely on the Lucky Strike logo, 
while Zonta’ s half of the team 
reflected the State Express 
design. 

“While this design is obvi- 
ously not our first choice,” Pol- 
lock said yesterday in a 
prepared statement, “we 
believe it provides value fix 1 11 our 
Sponsors and maintains the 
first-class image of the team.” 
The FIA’s attitude is unlikely to 
be softened by the- oampro- . 
noise lively which it may see as 
a further provocation. 


please! i4,L5J 
Drink up verze 


1 ACROSS 

9 One runs when he gets 
I his revenge? <9) 

! 10 Superior blood could 
be rich, containing 
oxygen (5) 

11 Commune leading to 
1.001 second-rale objec- 
tions, we hear (71 

12 Seems an odd expres- 
sion for all together CL5) 

13 A poem which is usually 


positive <5i 
14 Maybe SEN'S transcen- 
dent qualify? < a> 

16 Source of early broad- 
casts showing one 
leaving rily with friend 
and expert (9,6) 

19 Produce move as best 
one can 19> 

21 You have to be nimble 
coping with a right like 


this (5) 

22 On him Fd assigned our 
ancestry? (7) 

23 Scientist in a way 
involved in pure 
development <7) 

24 Storing name's restrict- 
ed, with some point (51 

25 Make changes on 
women's liturgy (9) 

DOWN 

1 Have a tig like the 
marines • making this 
gooff? <5,51 

2 Perhaps eleven going 
singly? (3,2,3) 

3 Capital cover for a 
country joining Europe 
initially (6) 

4 Immortal Greek turned 
up in Egypt (4) 

5 Don't be void in red suit. 


6 Drink up vermouth 
before one goes over 
the seas? (3.5) 

7 The one here live 
is a Shakespearean 
character (6) 

8 Not imprisoned for 
nothing? (4» 

14 The place of Saxe- 
Coburg-Gotha? 13,7) 

15 Plant producing nice 
pipe? (.5-5) 

17 Dangerous compound 
needs a nurse in 
control (8) 

18 A run by US intelligence 
leads to complaint <81 

20 Dress Kipling character, 
negative about ring (6) 

21 Renounce racket 
involving pig (6) 

22 Lo, this could be 
“loathe" (4) 

23 Look over part of 
castle m 


Jordan hint Hill might quit 
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DAMON HILL will retire at the 
end of the season if he can no 
longer live with Fbrmula One’s 
pace-setters. That is the pre- 
diction of ins team owner Eckfie 
Jordan. 

HBL the 1996 world champi- 
on in Fbrmula One, begins his 
second season with Jordan- 
Mugen in Australia, a week on 
Sunday on a high after deliver- 
ing the team’s maiden victory 
six months ago. 

Jordan will offer HLH a new 
contract if he sustains his form 
thisyear but recognises that foe 
Englishman, at the age of 38, 
will not wish to prolong his ca- 
reer should he no longer figure 
as a championship contender 

“How long Damon can go on 
I don't know," Jordan said. “If 
be does a good job for us well 
want him to stay. If he doesn't, 
hell want to stop himself. HeU 


By Derick allsop 

be strong emu^to mate that 
decision. 

“If things are getting too 
tough for ten and on top of him 
he would be the first to come to 
us and say Til go at the end of 
the year*. There would be no 
drama, he would leave with tfig- 
nity. The last thing anyone 
wants to see is a world cham- 
pion falling below his stan- 
dards. 

“If he did stop driving he 
could even stay on with us as 
a consultant. He feels commit- 
ted to tins team and we are to 
ten. No one will take away 
from ten the fact that he was 
the first driver to win a grand 
prix for Jordan.” 

BjH won the championship 
and 21 races with Williams, but 
Jordan befieves he will treasure 


above all others his 22nd, 
earned ahead of his then team- 
mate, Raff Schumacher; in last 
season's Belgian Grand Prix. 

“Damon wflj think that was 
the sweetest of them all be- 
cause it was so unexpected. Pm 
sure that’s the one he’ll tell his 
grandchildren about” 

HflTs new partner is anoth- 
er German, Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen, ironically the man 
who replaced him at WMams, 
but Jordan is confident the 
pairing wifi enhance the team’s 
prospects of improving upon 
last season’s fourth place in the 
constructors’ championship. 

“Wre getting better vibes 
from Damon than we did at the 
start of last season," Jordan 
said. “The car’s better and he 
knows that Helmowstte com- 
pany betten He comes m to see 
us and he’s understanding the 


team more. He’s seen the 
development of the car and 
he's very positive about it He’s 

also positive about Frentzen. 

“In race circumstances 
Damon’s still strong. When you 
give him the car and the 
oomph, he’ll deliver all right 
He’s a very clever; foxy indi- 
vidual Some call into question 
his commitment, hut having 
wtnted with him for ayearl can 
see his commitment is beyond 
reproach. 

Tt would have been easy for 
him to $ve op after Williams 
DutheputMmstifoutonah'rnR 
and stock at it He had a dim. 
cutt year with Arrows and a dif- 
ficalt start with Jordan, with 
People saying don't go on. But 
he aid go onandproveda lot of 
people wr ong . 

“He and Heinz-Harald are 
getting on well and although 



tEH Given top-three target ; 

they will race each other th«y _ .- 
^ ^sperienced enough tojsjfe 

the team first ■ 
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the business world 


The way to prophesy profit on the Internet 


A CD DROPPED through our door 
y®sterday offering 100 hours of free 
access to the Internet Great idea, 
unly problem is that no-one told the 
company offering this deal, AOL, 

tnat Inic nf rv**....:.. m - _ _ 



avreas me internet with no 
nnae limit Suddenly Britain is be- 
coming the first country in the 
world where Internet access is 
free. 

Now as we all know there is no 
such thing in the world of eco- 
nomics as a free lunch. We still have 
to pay for the phone call to connect 
to the Internet, and more important 
perhaps, by accepting the “free” ac- 
cess we are giving away informa- 
tion about ourselves, together with 
access to our computer screen, 
which otherwise would cost money 
to assemble. The companies in- 
volved are ga inin g brand recogni- 
tion as well as access to potential 
customers. 

But the word ‘'free” still carries 
clout, and this development will 
power a new explosion of growth in 
homes that have gone on-line 



at home and in the workplace 
roughly one-third of adults here 
have some access to the Net With- 
in three years more than half wflL 
Whether the main entry point re- 
mains the computet; orwfaether this 
is supplemented by the digital TV 
or the mobile phone, is irrelevant 
This is still a revolution. 

But all revolutions have win- 
ners and losers, and some are be- 
coming possible to discern. 

The financial markets have 
adopted a grapeshot approach, 
blasting any business with their at- 
tention. Since these companies 
don't make money, Internet stocks 
have been selling heady multiples 
not of their earnings hut of their 
sales. Anyone who has looked at 
past finan cial manias, from Dutch 
tulips and the South Sea Bubble to 
the Japanese market boom of the 
late 1980s and early 1990s, can pre- 
dict the inevitable outcome. 

Yet there is a more sensible way 
of observing the Internet boom, 
which is to examine only established 
businesses and determine which 
are likely to win and which to lose. 
Some are obvious. Most firms in IT 


or in telecommunications are 
going to do well, though the former 
telecommunications monopolies 
will continue to be underpressure 
from tougher regulation and a col- 
lapse of profitability on interna- 
tional business. 

But when you look at other sec- 
tors, such as financial services, the 
outcome is harder to call Banks 
and insurance groups can gain an 
additional and very cheap way of 
reaching their customers. But they 
also face potential new competitors 
who can use the same technology' 
to attack them. To some extent 
bank margins have been protect- 
ed by the high barriers to entry, if 
these come down, then the 
squeeze on margins mi gh t more 
than offset any fall in costs. 

The London investment banking 
arm of ABN-AMRO has done a use- 
ful categorisation of the various in- 
dustrial sectors. Aside from IT 
and tdecommimications, it reckons 
transport win be a winner; be- 
cause many people see the new 
technologies as a way of cutting 
transport costs. Media companies 
will tend to prosper; so will “brand- 



Hamish 

McRae 

Media companies, and 
the big branded* 
retailers, leisure 
companies and hotels 
will tend to be 
winners. The ‘non- 
branded’ retailers, 
secondary retail 
property and the 
financial sector look 
like being the losers 


ed" retailers, leisure companies 
and hotels, and industrial proper- 
ty. “Non-branded” retailers, sec- 
ondary retail property and the 
financial sector will tend to lose. 

This is all sensible stuff TOj have 
a lot of experience of how tech- 
nology changes industrial struc- 
•ture; the rise and fall of the textile 
industry and now of the oil com- 
panies; the explosion of the per- 
sonal computer manufacturers 
and of the software houses, which 
will be followed, in perhaps ten or 
20 years, by a similar decline. 

Fbr investors it is good to have 
a dear idea of the areas of the com- 
mercial forest likely to grow, even 
if markets are inevitably going to 
mis-price the results. But it is 
tough stuff for an individual com- 
pany. What do you do ifyouareio 
an area which you can see is going 
to be squeezed? Do you try to 
merely manage decline. If so, how? 
Or do you try to nudge the business 
to more promising areas, even if 
you face competition from firms 
that know more than you? 

The toughest question business 
leaders have to ask is what con- 


stitutes comparative advantage in 
a world where there is infinite <but 
cruder information? 

Clearly, strong brands will tend 
to prosper because if a brand is well- 
known it can catch attention amidst 
the cacophony of sounds all about 
it Cleariy, being adept at using the 
new technologies is important too. 
And. clearly; quality of service will 
matter more and more, because 
that will be the only way to earn a 
premium price for products, which 
increasingly, like commodities, 
would otherwise be sold safety on 
the basis of price. 

That is common sense. Are there 
any other general principles busi- 
nesses can apply when trying to po- 
sition themselves more adeptly in 
the e-commerce revolution? 

Here are two suggestions. Hie 
first is to look at e-commerce as just 
one more aspect of an ordinary 
business. Some customers will 
want to deal with the firm on the 
phone. Fine, you need a good call 
centre, with well-trained people. 
Others will want to use the fax Fine, 
you examine your fax response 
system. Others will use the Net 


Fine, you need well-designed web 
pages and an efficient way of re- 
sponding to requests. «lt is as- 
tounding how companies set up web 
pages with no dear idea of what 
thqy want to put on them, still less 
what their customers might want.) 
The key is to regard the Net as noth- 
ing special and apply normal good 
practice to it 

The second suggestion is lo use 
the “bottom-up” aspect of the Net 
positively. Remember, the Internet 
was not the creation of some large 
corapanj’, which pushed it onto the 
market It developed from the bot- 
tom upwards, with ordinary people 
(well ordinary nerdish people’ 
finding a means of using a tech- 
nology developed for something 
else in new and imaginative ways. 
Thus the Net enables companies to 
listen to customers in a very direct 
and detailed nay In the “market re- 
search" you simply ask them di- 
rectly what they want 

The Net will require firms to be 
far more nimble. In a world of infi- 
nite information, shouting louder is 
pointless, for you will not be heard. 
Instead, you must listen harder. 


DATELINE: TOKYO, JAPAN 


Convenience store as Shinto shrine 


WHEREVER YOU may find yourself 
in Japan, from the old temple neigh- 
bourhoods of Kyoto to the ski resorts 
of Nagano, you will never be very Ear 
from tile gaudy, neon-lit comfort of 
what everybody here knows as the 
“konbinr, a Japanised contraction 
of the English ■‘convenience store”. 
The concept is American. But like 
so many foreign imports, the konbmi 
has transformed- itself over the 
years into a uniquely Japanese in- 
stitution. if the great Tokyo depart- 
ment stores, such- as Tokyu, Seibu. 
and Mitsukoshl are the cathedrals 
of Japanese consumerism, then the 
konbini are its local Shinto shrines. 
In town and cities, they are found 
every 500 yards, like manned vend- 
ing machines tucked into the nar- 
rowest of sites, -between office 
buildings, neighbourhood restau- 
rants and apartment blocks. 

Within these cramped confines, 
the convenience stores cram as 
much as it is possible to pack along 
aisles barely wide enough for shop- 
pers to pass one another - food (of 
the dried sugared processed or mi- 
cro wavable variety i, magazines (in- 
cluding manga, the ubiquitous 
Japanese comic books), and the 
handiest of household items. If it’s 
macrobiotic alfalfa shoots you are 
after, or an improving book, don’t 
waste your time here. But if you find 
yourself at 1.30 in the morning with- 
out a toothbrush, a battery, toilet 
paper, a soft porn magazine, a pack- 
et of cotton wool buds, cigarettes or 
condoms, the convenience store 
(staffed by bored but impeccably po- 
lite teenagers) is always there and 
always open. 

For years, the convenience store 
market was in expansion, including 
individually owned, family-run 
shops, along with the big chains in- 
cluding Seven-ll, Sunkus and Law- 
son’s, there are an estimated 50,000 
of them, or one konbini for every 
2,400 Japanese. Even before the in- 
tense economic gloom of the last two 
years, the country was already suf- 
fering tonbini saturation, and the 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

most serious recession since the war 
has hit the retail industry worse tfian 
most Over the last two years, ton- 
bini sales and new store openings 
have varied from the stagnant to the 
negative. With an unprecedented 
consumer slowdown, convenience 
stores are being forced to find new 
ways of being convenient 

One bright idea, with which sev- 
eral chains are testing, aims to cap- 
italise on two strands of Japanese 
consumer life. The first is the sur- 
prisingly low penetration of the In- 
ternet into Japanese homes, and the 
corresponding underdevelopment 
of e-commerce. The second has to 
do with the convenience stores' 
greatest advantage ~ their ubiquity' 

and theSrgreat drawback: lifetr 
lack of storage space. 

As the exact opposite of big, out- 
of-town hypermarkets, the fconbtnis 
must by their nature be close to the 
action and accessible to the pedes- 
trian, meaning high rents and lim- 
ited floor space. 

The 6,400 shops run by Lawson, 
the country’s second largest chain, 
have an average area of less than 100 
square metres, and they maximise 
their space with the “just-in-time” ■ 
system of delivery: Vans come and 
go several times a day so items, es- 
pecially food, can be rotated around 
the shelves to appeal to consumers 
as they head to work, take their 
lunch break, or return home in the 
evening. But however cunning and 
flexible, the space limitation re- 
mains and the choice of merchan- 
dise on offer is thin. 

Lawson is developing a system 
bearing the intriguing name of 
Loppl which are online IBM termi- 
nals, using Internet technology, 
which dramatically expand the 
range of produce that convenience 
stores can offer. In the test is 
months, the firm has invested YVbn 
(£40 ml in putting one into each of its 
outlets; similar systems can be 
found in shops run by other chains. 



The convenience store is a cornerstone of life in Japan, found everywhere, from temple neighbourhoods to ska resorts 


The Loppi screens fall short of full 
Internet access but allow the stores 
to offer an additional 1,000 items with 
no extra stock. “The core value of a 
convenience store is its location 
dose to a customer’s home or of- 
fice,” says Makoto Tazaki of IBM 
Japan. “Now a customer can buy 
computer software or book a holiday 


as easily as pick up a carton of milk 
This amounts to a revolution in the 
retail business model” 

The Loppi resembles a bank 
cashpoint machine with a touch-sen- 
sitive screen, offering goods from 
CDs and luggage to video g amps and 
computer software. The release of 
a recent hit video game fbr the 


Sony Playstation increased sales of 
one convenience chain. Family Mart, 
by 9 per cent, although the boom was 
shortlived. Certain kinds of soft- 
ware can be downloaded on the spot, 
but most products are ordered and 
paid for in cash at the shop's cash 
tilL Small Hams are picked up from 
the konbini a few day’s later; larg- 


er goods are delivered to the cus- 
tomer’s home. 

Ticket sales for concerts and 
special events have been particularly 
successful . “On some days, we’ve 
sold more than 100,000 sports and 
concert tickets online,” says 
Naouyuki Kutyma of Lawson's new 
business division. “When a popular 


computer game goes on sale, we've 
had as many as 3,000 orders a 
minute.” There is also a travel ser- 
vice offered through Loppi by the 
Japan Travel Bureau (JTB). al- 
though this is a bit of a cheat hard- 
ty amounting to an on-line service 
at oil. Through the terminal the cus- 
tomer enters where and when he 
wants to go. Instantly, a telephone 
in the wall rings at the end of which 
is a helpful JTB employee, who 
confirms the details and accepts pay- 
ment either by on line credit card 
or at the till. Not. in fact, much dif- 
ferent from telephoning a travel 
agent directly. 

Mr Kirivuma reckons that the ter- 
minals will lure five extra customers 
inti* uadi store every day - which 
sounds modest until you realise 
that the average konbini customer 
spends only 500 yen <£2.78> permit 
Tire goods available on Loppi are ex- 
pensive compared to the kembmi’s 
physical stock. “The use of on-line 
terminals in stores is far more ad- 
vanced in Japan than in the United 
States," says Mr Tazaki “Japan has 
developed a unique retail structure 
with a convenience store within five 
minutes of everyone's home. Al- 
though PC penetration in Japan is 
much less than in the US. the prox- 
imity of online terminals in conve- 
nience stores offers all Japanese 
people the chance to shop online." 

Not everyone is convinced that 
the Loppi amounts to more than a 
novelty or that it will even begin to 
offset the terrible effects of the con- 
sumer slump. “Overall it adds very 
little," says Michael Allen, retail 
analyst for ING Barings in Tokyo. 
“Games software is very cyclical: it 
does very well for a while and then 
tanks. They’ve tried catalogue sales 
in convenience stores before and 
they didn't work This is just a cat- 
. alogue, but on a computer.” 

But how many catalogues offer 
you seaweed-flavoured crisps, a hol- 
iday in Las Yfegas and novelty packs 
of multi-coloured prophylactics, ail 
within five minutes of home? 



FORBES 

On regulatory mores to 
niontfor Americans through 
their bank accounts 


WASHINGTON wants your bank to 
spy on you. Four federal financial 
regulatory agencies have proposed 
“know your customer” rules that 
would force every bank to “deter- 
mine its customers’ sources of 
funds: determine the normal and 
expected transactions of its 
customers; monitor account activity 
for transactions that are incon- 
sistent with normal transactions; 
and report any transactions of its 
customers that are determined to 
be suspicious". Ostensibly this 
programme would help fight crime. 
In reality, it is a Soviet-style intru- 
sion iDto your privacy. Who says the 
era of big government is over? 

[As one Republican representa- 
tive is] correctly pointing out, the 
government should have access to 
this land of information only under 
a search warrant 

Steve Forbes 
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In the search for stability, 
deflation is as much of a 
worry as rising prices 


THE work! economy is precariously 
lop-sided. Even as America's econ- 
omy continues to surge, much of the 
rest of the globe is drifting towards 
deflation. It is scary that America's 
boom, fuelled by an unsustainable 
stock market, is now the main prop 
for global demand. For how much 
longer? Global deflationary pres- 
sures are alreacjy choking American 
profits, making its share prices look 

ever more overvalued. This could yet 
topple the stock market No wonder 
American policy makers are urging 
Japan and Europe to reflate. 

Most economists believe that a 
repeat of the 1930s is unlikely. Yet 
central banks failed to foresee either 
the 1930s depression or the great 
inflation of the 1970s. A big concern 
may now be that central bankers, 
having scotched inflation, will prove 
too slow to come to grips with the 
prospect of deflation. 


Financial Times 

Why banks are so profitable 
amid widespread criticism 
and increased competition 


Business Week 

Why C or Boonstra, president 
of Philips, should break the 
electronics giant up 


Wall St journal 

Why politicians do not have 
the right to spend America's 
$70hn surplus 


BARRON'S 

Wall Street's leader board 
is showing signs 
of distress 


Fortune 

How the US Federal Reserve 
is becoming the world's 
central banker 


THE FACT is that customers get 
the banks they deserve. Competi- 
tion in financial services did not 
begin with the arrival of those 
newcomers - the traditional high 
street clearing banks have been 
steadily losing market share, 
notably to budding societies, since 
the 1980s. Yet the British consumer 
remains more likety to swap spouse 
than bank. 

While that inertia prevails, the 
UK's traditional banks will get 
away with interest rates that are 
merely good enough, rather than 
having to match the best in the 
market With such undemanding 
customers, Andrew Buxton's 
successors las chairman of 
Barclays] and their opposite 
□umbers at the other leading banks 
could have years of fat profits ahead 
of them. 

20/21 February - George Grohan 


BREAKING up Philips would be 
wrenching. It's a national institution 
in the Netherlands. But as Philips 
confronts the Internet age. staying 
whole may be its greatest handicap. 
And with European stock markets 
close to records, the moment is 
ripe. Boonstra should divide Philips 
into its main businesses: semi- 
conductors, consumer electronics, ■ 
and lighting. Allowing each to trade 
separately, analysts reckon, would 
boost market capitalisation, now 
$25bn, by 30 to 60 percent 
Scarred as he is, Boonstra can no 
longer avoid radical action. Cost- 
cutting and tinkering with produc- 
tion might have been right for the 1Y 
age. Fbr the sprint-or-die Internet- 
markets, here’s betting that a few 
pint-sized Philips companies would 
run a whole lot faster than their big 
daddy In Amsterdam. 

Stephen Baker 


MOST pernicious about Washington 
directing the use of any budget 
surplus is the premise that somehow 
all this money betongs by right to the 
government Such was the mind-set 
in Treasury Secretary Robert 
Rubin’s 4 February testimony to 
Congress. “We must save the great 
preponderance of projected budget 
■ surpluses," Mr Rubin said, “not 
consume them for tax cuts and 
spending programs." lb talk of tax 
cuts as a way of “consuming" federal 
funds is absurd. 

Republicans are now proposing 
a 10 per cent tax cut it seems the 
least Washington can do toward 
letting Americans grow richer on 
the strength of resources best 
described not as a “surplus”, but as 
the rightftd private property of the 
individual Americans who worked 
to earn them, 

19/20 February 


AS A postscript we might add - in 
case it has escaped your notice - 
breadth oh the Big Board 
has been atrocious as well 

Even on Friday, when most of 
the averages managed a rise of 
some sort, more stocks were down 
than up. 

The same melancholy snapshot 
of a market obviously in distress 
is furnished by the tally of new 
highs and new lows. 

On Thursday, for example, 
when the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose more than 100 points 
and both the S&P and Nasdaq 
posted solid advances, there were 
29 new highs compared with 146 
new lows. 

On Friday, new lows were 
three times as numerous as new 
highs. 

Forget the smiling faces, this old 
bull has wobbly pins. 


changing the role of the FY 
commenting on Argen 1 
dollarisation debate. US Tre 
officials said Argentina could 
it liked, but it would not affo 
way the Fed handled its busi 

In fact, Alan Greenspan is al 
tortured by the incorap, 
demands between an Arne 
asset bubble that is sw< 
dangerously and a global thii 
dollar liquidity in an increas 
deflationary environment. 

It is hard to believe that 
three interest rates cuts \ 
have been made last fall if th 
chairman, despite his denial 
not hadone eye on the woi 
large. Power has a way of imp 
responsibility. H 
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Le surprise of many in the City, an American was 
hired to head the British institution of Barclays Bank. 
But Mike O’Neill is no outsider, and no stranger in 
the top circles of international banking. That know-how makps 
him the ideal man to help the troubled giant make the next 
big step, to a merger But who is the ideal partner? 


Nice 

little earner 


BY ANDREW MARSHALL 


SIR peter MIDDLETON has seen some dra- 
matic resignations in his time - not least 
that of Nigel Lawson, who unceremoni- 
ously quit as Chancellor on a point of prin- 
ciple while Sir Peter was still Permanant 
Secretary at the Treasury. But even Sir 
Peter admits Martin Taylor's petulent 
walkout as chief executive of Barclays takes 
some beating. Suddenly, Sir Feteq a non- 
executive director of the bank, found him- 
self thrust into the limelight once more as 
a stopgap chief executive. With that came 
the burden of dealing with a crisis of City 
confidence to compare with some of the 
worst the bank has seen in its long and dis- 
tinguished history. 

After a spate of accidents from the 
botched sale of part of its investment 
banking arm to an embarrassing involve-, 
ment in the Russian bonds and Long 
Term Capital Management fiascos, Bar- 
clays appeared in disarray, out in the cold 
andwi^qjentoanoRXHturiistictakeover 
.Who in th^rightmind would want to take 
on that job as chief executive, many peo- 
ple in the City were saying. 

Two months on, the perception could 
hardly be more different Sir Peter has Dot 
only found someone who evidently does 
want to do the job, but he has also found 
someone of a calibre few thought Barclays 
capable of attracting. In doing so, Barclays 
is making a decisive break with the past; 
it is not only appointing an outsider to an 
organisation which has traditionally been 
run or dominated lay family interests - a 
legacy from its history as a series of re- 
gional banks - but he is also an American. 
What’s more, Barclays has had to agree to 
pay him one of the highest executive 
salaries in Britain. Is he worth it? 

Mike O’Neil], 52, has spent a large part 
of his career outside the US - in Europe, 
the Middle East and Asia. He has worked 
in nearer every branch of the industry. His 
record as a trouble shooter; of improving 
financial performance and negotiating 
large-scale mergers is impressive. And 
there appear to be no Britons with a com- 
parable range of experience and abilities. 

Much of the focus has been on his salary 
vast in British terms, but par for the 
course in America. The assu mp tion has 
been that he will earn it by selling or merg- 
ing Barclays, turning it into a larger and 
more robust financial institution capable 
of taking on the European and American 
giants. But as Mr O’Neil's track record 
shows, he can do more than that 
Barclays’ sudden need of a chief exec- 
utive came last November when Martin 
Tayior. the former journalist and Cour- 
ts ulds executive, abruptly resigned when 
the bank’s long-simmering differences 
over strategy came to a boEL 
Sir Nigel Rudd, one of the bank’s non- 
executive directors who was influential in 
the Mr Taylor’s departure, is said by peo- 
ple dose to Barclays to have led the swift 
and efficient search for a successor; which 
may have been initiated before Mr Taylor's 
departure. Fbur weeks latex; Mr O’Neill was 
at the final interviews. 

Sir Nigel with his experience at 
WiDfanus Holdings, would naturally look 
abroad. Equally, the head of group human 
resources at Barclays, SaBy Bott, fa an 
American, recruited in 1994 after 23 years 
at Citibank. Although the name of Mike 
O'Neil was virtually unknown a month ago 
in London, he already had a very well-es- 
tablished record. 

The most striking thing about his cur- 
riculum vitae is that it is unusually in- 
ternational, especially so for a senior 
American banker and it started early 
Though he served in the US Marine Corps 
intelligence, he bad also worked in Vietnam 
for his father’s construction company. 
His mother was Belgian, and he spent 
manv summers with the family at Stavdot, 
in the south-east, among the rolling hilfa 
of the Ardennes, 


with Continental Rank, an old-established 
Chicago institution then regarded as the 
JP Morgan of the Midwest Continental had 
bought a local institution, and it was try- 
ing to win custom in the Belgian market 
His language skills and knowledge of the 
country helped him adapt quickly and he 
became what a former colleague calls a 
“platform leader”: others looked to him for 
advice and expertise. “He was the best Td 
ever seen,” says one old friend and col- 
league. By the time he left for London in 
1977, he had won his spurs. 

In London, too, he quicHy adapted to Efe 
in tiie bank’s Moorgate headquarters, 
from where its European operations were 
run. Again, Continental was trying to be- 
come indigenous, not just an operation for 
American comparnes and their expatriate 
employees. At 31, he was responsible for 
relations wife large British companies -in- 
duding Dunlop, Unilever and BOC - and 
deafr directly with chief financial officers. 
His abffity to handle personal relationships 
and his analytic powers marked him for 

The quiet American 
with an ironic humour 
has never sought the 
limelight. ‘Mike is 
all substance / says a 
former colleague. 

1 It allows others to take 
the credit 9 

success. So cfcd his ironic sense of humour, 
a rarity amongst American bankers not 
noted for their sense of the ridiculous. 

O'Neill bought a house in London. 
Again, this was unusual: most bankers rent 
homes, thinking of London as just a post- 
ing tite road to success back at head of- 
fice. But he was to spend a large part of 
his professional career in London. In 1980 - 
he left for Hong Kong, where he worked 
in the company’s regional office for Asia, 
and returned in 1983 as head of Conti- 

nf-nfar a shi p fmanring hiuaness In 19M he 
was named UK country manager 

Continental was going spectaculpiy 
wrong in the 1980s, expanding too swiftly 
with too little thought tothe consequences, 
and its troubles came to a head. One of 
O’Neill's tasks was to try to maintain the 
company's access to funding through the 
Euromarkets as the bad news mounted, but 
it was too late. A series of bad lending de- 
cisions in the US threatened to bring it 
down and weaken the whole ban k ing sys- 
tem in America. The Federal Deposit In- 
surance Corporation stepped in to take 
Continental over in August 1984. Though 
he had another job with First Interstate 


Bancorp as manager for Asia, O’Neill was 
seconded back on a leave of absence to 
dear up problem portfolios in Europe. “He 
was too junior to have had anything to do 
with the crash, but he was part of the so- 
lution,” says a former colleague. He re- 
mained in London as an independent 
banking consultant through the mid-1980s, 
specialising in loan workouts and re- 
structuring, with a heavy emphasis on the 
Middle East and Asia. 

In 1989, as Continental returned to fi- 
nancial health, OWeST was taken on for the 
third time, as managing director and head 
of mergers and acquisitions, chief of staff 
for vice-chairman Richard Huber and 
from 1993, as chief financial officer 
■ . He gained a reputation for a tough at- 
titude towards credit risk, rigorous cost 
control and what becalled “disciplined ex- 
pansion”, after his years in London and his 
experience of Continental’s disastrous 
dash for growth in the 1980s. He got rid of 
First Options, a clearing and finance sub- 
sidiary, and outsourced data processing 
and legal services: they were not pivotal 
to the company’s bottom line, or to share- 
holder value. He helped trim Continental’s 
non-performing property loans in Califor- 
nia and elsewhere, improving the compa- 
ny’s credit qualify. But he also bloomed in 
a difficult political atmosphere, getting on 
well with almost everyone in the compa- 
ny brokering factional differences and 
acting as de facto number two to the chair- 
man, Tom Theobald. 

He was a natural choice to run the com- 
pany’s negotiating team in 1994 when it 
began talks with Bank of America, the San 
Francisco giant that was, like an US banks 
in the mid-1990s, searching for new mar- 
kets and partners. BoA’s previous at- 
tempt, purchase of Security Pacific, bad not 
worked out well, and both sides were cau- 
tious. But the deal that resulted was well 
received by virtually everyone: many of the 
senior officers of Continental got generous 
golden parachutes, some (including Mr 
O'Neills went on to senior positions in the 
merged company and many of Continen- 
tal's corporate clients stayed with the 
group, including the UK conglomerate 
Hanson. Shareholders seemed happy too. 

Ebc the first yean O’Neill moved into the 
background, running the equity investment 
portfolio. But in late 1995, the company’s 
new chairman, David Coulter; abruptly pro- 
moted him to chief financial officer He had 
got to know O'Neill during the merger ne- 
gotiations; the chemistry between them 
was good, and he wanted to reshape the 
organisation. 

Under Coulter and O’Neill Bank of 
America wait through a comprehensive re- 
working. Each area of the company had to 
make money, or go; cash was ploughed 
back into the business or returned to 
shareholders with buybacks. The compa- 
ny’s consumer finance section went; so did 



Mike O’Neil] feces one of the biggest challenges in British banking 


hundreds of retail bandies and thousands 
of jobs. O’Neill had a central role, putting 
in place new capital control models ad- 
justed for risk, keeping the investment com- 
munity and sharehoktera happy with a new 
emphasis on buybacks, and bringing down 
financing costs. In ayeai; the ratio of op- 
eratic expense to revenue was among the 
industry’s most competitive. 

He would have had a fair shot at the top 
job, if Coulter had moved on. But Bank of 
America was seeking further expansion 
through merges while the US industry re- 
morselessly consolidated. As the market 
increasingly forced even large regional 
players to seek national roles. Coulter took 
the bank into a new relationship. When 
Bank of America and NationsBank merged 
in September 1998, O’Neill returned to his 
role as dealmafeen but the result was less 
successful Coulter and O’Neill were quick- 
ly sidelined by NationsBank people, who 
rapidly emerged as the new masters. He 
was on the way out 

But O’Neill would figure on anybody's 
list of possible top jobs. His career gives 
the impression of a rounded person with 
veiy varied experience and skills. He has 
the broad international background, and 
considerable personal strengths: it is hard 
to find anyone who has worked with him 
who has a harsh word to soy about him. 
He has a strong analytical mind. His bank- 
ing experience has been broad, but espe- 
cially strong in working out problem 


portfolios and building private banking, 
areas where Barclays has someinterestlf 
Lombard Street was looking for someone 
to take Barclays into a marriage with an- 
other bank - especially an American one 
- then ft could not have done better He has 
been received uncritically, partly because 
there was so much perceived need for 
someone new at Barclays. “People are look- 
ing for a leaden” says one observer “You 
had Buxton, who was not in any way a 
leader and Martin, who fa very eleven (fidn’t 
regard team leader as part of his job”. 

The issue of compensation raised its 
head quickly: O'Neill fa to be paid a salary 
including pensions and allowances worth 
£2JJm in his first year, plus performance- 
related share options worth a further 
£3.4m. That may be a lot by British stan- 
dards, but for America it fa unexception- 
al The issue was talked through with 
Barclays institutional shareholders. 

Maqy of the problems with a new arrival 
can be discounted. He has good contacts 
in London, bis postings have taken him 
around the world, and his wife Patricia has 
a Fbrdgn Service background But the pub- 
licitywill come as a new departure, and that 
way sting if he derides to cut jobs, and the 
press turns critical. He has never sought 
toe limeKgfrl iris friends say. and there are 
remarkably few profiles of him in the US 
press. “Mike is all substance,” says a for- 
mer colleague. “It allows other people to 
take the credit” But if things go wrong, he 


Barclays: the full account 


ural to send to Brussels to begin his career 


BARCLAYS BANK began in 
1 690 as one of the many 
firms of goldsmith bankers 
in 1 7th century London. It 
was started by John Freame 
and Thomas Gould and 
James Barclay became a 
partner in 1736 after 
marrying John Freame’s 
daughter. 

Twenty small private 
banks came together in 
7 896 to form a new joint- 
stock bank which took the 
name of Barclay and 
Company. The largest were 
Barclay. Bevan, Tricton, 
Ransome, Bouverie and Co, 
the Gurney Group of banks 
founded in 1776 and based 


in Norwich and East Anglia, 
and Jonathan Backhouse and 
Co of Darlington, founded In 
1 774. Many of the families 
were Quakers and Barclays 
became known as the 
Quaker Bank. 

The new bank had 182 
branches mainly in the east 
and south-east and deposits 
of £26m. it rapidly took over 
Bollthos in Cornwall the 
Southwest in 1905 and 
United Counties Bank jn the 
Midlands in 1916. in 1918 it 
merged with London 
Provincial and Southwestern 
Bank to become one of the 
"Big Five" and in 1925 three 
overseas banks In which 


Barclays held shares were 
merged to form Barclays 
(Dominion. Colonial and 
Overseas) in Africa, the 
Middle East and West Indies. 

Its last major acquisition 
was Martins Bank in 1 969. 
but Barclays DCO was 
merged into the parent bank 
in 1985. In 1986 Barclays 
set up a investment bank. 
Incorporating its own 
merchant bank established in 
1 977 with stockbroker de 
Zoete Sr Bevan and 
stockjobbers Wedti, 
Durlacher Mordaunt. 

In 1987 parts of 8ZW 
were sold and the remainder 
renamed Barclays Capital. 



Kolpesh LaQiigm 


Trill still take some of the blame. There are 
a series of high-profile problems waiting. 
The first is Bodays Capital the investment 
ana which went so wrong in Russia. He has 
said he will not float it off wholesale, as 
some had expected, because the group 
needs its services. But he fa likely to 
wind up quickly its more risky or less- 
profitable activities. 

The second issue is the bank's person- 
al banking side, one of its great but (in the 
. view of some Barclays insiders) unappre- 
ciated strengths. John Varley, the division's 
highly-regarded chief executive, recently 
reorganised it to combine disparate prod- 
ucts and divide the sector between mass 
market and wealthier customers. A mar- 
keting blitz and rethinking fa likely. 

They nrst find out “how to make it 
motac” says one ex-banker. While Mr 
O'Neill was at Bank of America, it intro- 
duced a stress on “zero defect service" to 
keep customers happy, and launched a 
“switch blitz” to bring in new ones. 

The main problem is the long-term fu- 
ture of Barclays. “Given the changes in Eit 
rope, I would doubt if Barclays wifl be an 
independent business in five years." says 
one observer. 

Mr O'Neill has discounted a swift merg- 
er, though discussions with various others, 
including Royal Bank of Scotland, are no 
secret It is hard to identify a possible Amer- 
ican bank partner; and the experience of 
British banks in the US is spattered with 
horrible failures. The return on capital of 
most European institutions is so low as to 
make a European partner unattractive. 

That leaves British partners, a ticklish 
subject One of Barclays’ major tasks will 
be to persuade the government and the 
regulatory authorities that a large-scale 
merger in Britain - which would reduce 
consume choice and probably lead to mass 
job losses -is as important to the longterm 
health of the sector as the shakeout in US 
banking in the last five years. 

’technology, global competition and the 
convergence of markets drove Continen- 
tal towards Bank of America, then Na- 
tionsBank it will probably take Barclays 
in a similar (Erection, say sources who have 
followed Barclays' strategy. 

Europe, Kke America in the 1990s, fa cre- 
ating powerhouses with the grasp and 
depth to handle the single currency area. 
Ultimately, it O’Neill’s experience of that 
process, and what it might imply for 
Britain will decide whether he succeeds, 
and where be takes Barclays. 
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Enterprise issues 


Brown 


TttE RATE at which new compa- 
formed is an important 
mdicator of the health of the econ- 
- espedalfyat a time, like ikw^ 

when there is rapid technological 
*-hange. Very often new companies 
the means by which new 
technologies are implemented and 
exploited, even when they are 
Jftter absorbed by big ones. 
Corporations are, generally speak- 
m & less innovative. 

Boosting R&D and creating the 
conditions that encourage more 
P®hple to become entrepreneurs 
ere therefore important public 
policy issues. Certainly, it is some- 
thing that has been taxing the 
fhmds of Treasury bofllns prepar- 
ing for next month's Budget. 

Unfortunately there are no clear 
answers to the question of what 
niakes an entrepreneur Success- 
ful ones seem to have some 
character traits in common - for in- 
stance, low formal educational 
attainment and anti-Establishment 
attitudes. But, quite apart from the 
foct that there are many exceptions 
to any such generalisation, these 
are hardly characteristics a gov- 
ernment would seek to encourage. 

Besides, while fuzzy attributes 


like personality and culture obvi- 
ously play a part in explaining why, 
say. Americans (of many ethnic 
backgrounds/ or Chinese fin many 
countries > are very entrepre- 
neurial, that just pushes the ques- 
tion one level further back. What 
determines those cultural attrib- 
utes in the first place? 

Environmental as opposed to 
innate causes are clearly impor- 
tant, suggesting that governments 
can potentially play an important 
part in stimulating entrepreneur- 
ship. Take the example of science- 
based start-up companies in some 
of Britain's most prestigious uni- 
versity towns. Cambridge has a 
successful duster of companies on 
its science park, including the 
UK's biggest software hot-spot- 
Gxford similarly has created a 
vibrant shoal of companies, more 
dominant in chemicals, materials 
and scientific instruments. But 
□either Edinburgh nor nearby 
Glasgow, both intellectually strong 
in the sciences, has yet estab- 
lished the same tradition of spin- 
ning-off innovatory companies. 

There is little reason to believe 
that Scottish people per se are nat- 
urally less entrepreneurial than the 


En glish - or at least, it would take 
a bolder Englishwoman than me 
to say so. The explanation for the 
different attitudes must lie either 
in the financing needs of the uni- 
versity - how badly does it need 
the contribution of profits from 
commercial ventures - or in the 
finance and support it makes 
available for entrepreneurial 
academics. Given that all univer- 
sities are hard up, the latter seems 
more likely. 

There has long been a pre- 
sumption that a shortage of finance 
lies behind the poor UK record in 
entrepreneurship. The review of 
the banking industry being carried 
out by Donald Cruickshank is the 
latest of many assessments of the 
provision of finance for small busi- 
ness over the years. Britain also 
has a far smaller venture capital 
industry than the US, for no 
apparent reason. But the inter- 
esting thing about university- 
backed start-ups is that, given the 
scarcity of resources in our seats 
of higher education, they suggest 
that easy access to capital might 
not actually be the key. 

Clearly, the imprimatur of a 
scholarly connection, vouching for 
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The likely Budget 
strategy of offering 
new tax breaks for 
certain types of 
start-ups seems 
unexciting 


the intellectual promise of the 
innovation, is important for com- 
panies that go on to raise venture 
rapitel But the important support 
offered by a university is probably 
more intangible. Resources in the 
farm of mapy years of lab work and 
contact with students and other 
researchers; access to databases, 
libraries and. all the other intel- 
lectual riches of the university: and 
the availability of a pool of poten- 
tial employees - all of these are 
more important than mere cash. 

This is especially true in hi-tech 
industries, where the Intellectual 
resources are as important to any 
company as the finances. In a 
field where the ideas are complex 
and its knowledge-base is the 
source of a company’s competitive 
advantage, it will actually be for 
easier to find financing than to sus- 
tain the right intellectual frame- 
work. This is precisely why hi-tech 
businesses are even more prone 
to clustering in particular places 
- like Silicon Valley or its cold and 
wet East Anglian counterpart, 
Sfficon Bbn - than the average busi- 
ness. Money, tax breaks, even 
infrastructure, are less important 
than intellectual and creative fer- 


ment That and the habit of think- 
ing about good ideas as commer- 
cial ventures. 

If financing is indeed less likely 
than in the past to be the constraint 
that prevents a would-be entre- 
preneur from setting up a hi-tech 
company, the likely Budget strat- 
egy of offering new tax breaks for 
certain types of start-ups seems 
unexciting. The indications are 
that it will not involve a lot of pub- 
lic money, so there is little cost to 
the taxpayer involved. On the 
other hand, the strategy will 
involve a Whitehall definition of “hi- 
tech".- and that will distort the 
sorts of decisions entrepreneurs 
make so they can derive the 
biggest tax breaks. When those tax 
breaks are not very big, they will 
alter the kind of start-ups that take 
place without giving birth to a lot 
of new ones that would otherwise 
not have taken place. 

In other words, any incentives 
that do not apply to all new firms 
will be a form of picking winners 
- fine as long as it is clear who the 
winners will be. But the strategy 
was discredited 20 years ago 
because it was clear that govern- 
ments had no better an idea than 


anybody else about where future 
commercial successes lay. 

So tax breaks either ought to be 
very big in order to make a signif- 
icant difference, or they ought not 
exist at all, because they will just 
distort the shape of the businesses. 
Perhaps it would be better to add 
the few millions that the Chancel- 
lor has in mind to encourage hi- 
tech start-ups to the higher 
education budget instead. 

Of course, the Government can- 
not overlook the cultural question 
altogether. Here, it might well be 
true that a step change in attitudes 
to entrepreneurship does require 
the lubrication of fiscal incentives. 
It worked for Ireland, and it 
appears to be working for Germany 
too, its ageing mittdstand com- 
panies founded in the 1950s giving 
way to a new generation of soft- 
ware and advanced-engineering 
businesses. However, in both 
cases, it took a large amount of 
public money in the. first place to 
persuade a population not natu- 
rally inclined to entrepreneurship 
mat there was a lot to be said after 
all, for starting up a company. 

d.coyle(g'independenLco.i dc 
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How to lose 
a fortune 
in two years 



By Nigel cope 


IT HAS been described as “the worst 
deal of the i9S0s". And it looks like 
£. textbook example of what not to do 
when you expand into another coun- 
try. This is the story of an American 
superstore coming an almighty crop- 
per over here by making a dog’s 
breakfast out of selling pets. 

It was less than two years ago that 
PetsMart, a US pet retailer based in 
Arkansas, hit the headlines when it 
paid a staggering £l50m for Ffet 
City, a loss-making pet superstore 
operator based in Swindon. The 
figure was surprising for several rea- 
sons. First it was double the value 
of the company when it was floated 
on the stock exchange barely a year 
earlier. Secondly. Pet City had yet to 
make a profit 

But the Americans knew best or 
so it seemed at the time. Fallowing 
in the footsteps of other “category 
killers" like Toys R Us, its aim was 
a huge chain of 300 UK pet super- 
stores in Britain, followed by a 700- 
> i L>re assault on mainland Europe. 
The idea was to go global. 

"This is a tremendous opportu- 
nity." said Maik Hensen. PetsMart’s 
chief executive officer. "Pet retailing 
is oik? of the growth businesses of the 
Nineties.” 

But 16 montiis later, the grand 
design has collapsed. Mark Hensen 
has gone. Pets Mart shares on the 
Nasdaq market stand at a fraction 
of their level at the time of the deal, 
and now the Americans want to 
pull out of Britain with a cut-price 
deal. The price lag is just i'JOm. As 
one former Pel City worker puts it: 
■Abu have to ask. wliat an earth went 
wrong?" 

What did go wrong? Exerts say 
there is no flaw with the concept of 
a pet superstore and no reason why 
il should not work in this country. The 
idea behind Pet City: which was re- 
named PetsMart after the deal, is 
credited to Giles Clarke. A serial en- 
trepreneur. Mi- Clarke was looking 
for a new project having made £5m 
from selling his Majestic Wine Ware- 
house business in 1939. The pet 
idea came to him during a visit to the 


Salisbury's supermarket on Lon- 
don’s Cromwell Road. 

“I was looking round the whole 
store far an idea. Then I got to the 
pet aisle and here was something 
that hadn't been exploited." 

He was right Though the UK 
market for pets and pet products is 
estimated at £3bn a year, the mar- 
ket was fragmented between smalt 
independent pet shops. 

Pet City was born that same 
year and starting expanding with 
gusto with stores packed to the 
rafters with ordinary products like 
pedigree chum and dog blankets 
supplemented with bizarre acces- 
sories and exotic pets. 

A visit to the PetsMart store in 



Clarke: Back in the frame 


Raynes Park, London, shows the 
business is still true to those found- 
ing principles. The difference is 
noticeable right from the entrance. 
Behind a glass screen to make it 
visible is the “Pet Grooming Par- 
lour". A cocker spaniel is being 
blow-dried after its coat wash. A 
Yorkshire terrier is standing obedi- 
ently on a table having its coat 
trimmed. The next customer a bored 
labrador, lies slumped on the floor 
waiting its turn. 

Inside is the pet adoption centre 
alongside aisles and aisles of pet food 
and weird and wonderful acces- 
sories. There are bundles of hay and 
grass for horses. There are bags of 
pigeon grit a rat starter kit (£39.99) 
and a hamster “workout wheel" 
<£6.29i. Doggie jumpers sell for 
between £6.99 and £3.99. 

The live pets are at the back. A 
beautiful Toucan called Tex is avail- 
able at £L,999 and a curly haired 
tarantula for £2-1.99. The standard 
pets such as rabbits, guinea pigs and 
budgies are also available, though 
dogs and cats are not sold. Potential 
owners are put in touch with the local 
adoption centre, instead. 

The shop is busy and customers 
look happy clutching their doggie bis- 
cuits and “rabbit-owner manuals". 
But the cheerful shop experience 
hides the tale of woe that has 



Corky the macaw climbing a perch to check out Pet City merchandise John Lawrence 


afflicted the Americans since they 
took control. 

According to those who follow the 
industry closely, much of it is their 
own fault The Americans intro- 
duced US-styte product mixes and 
sizes into the UK market This 
apparently involved huge product 
sizes in certain sectors like horse 
feed that did not sell welL 

“It might have been OK if you had 
a ranch in Items. but they did not seD 
well in central Manchester," one 
observer says wryly. 

A policy of “everyday low prices” 
was introduced, including cheaper 
product lines brought in from Amer- 
ica. But these proved unpopular in 


the UK where pet owners like to 
pamper their pooiiies with premium 
scoff The move disappointed cus- 
tomers and savaged the stores' 
already wafer-thin margins. The 
Americans also introduced more 
“pet services" such as pet grooming 
and veterinary services, which UK 
experts say the British market was 
not quite ready for. 

There were external problems 
too. One was an Increase in out-of- 
town rents which affected Pets- 
Mart’s store-expansion programme. 
The rise, together with increasing re- 
strictions on planning applications 
for out-of-town retail developments, 
made the American company’s 


target of 300 UK stores almost 
impossible. There are currently 58 
branches. 

“They overpaid," says one ven- 
ture capitalist “ It was, quite simply, 
the worst deal of the 1990s.” 

The business was losing £L5m a 
year and now, it seems, the Ameri- 
cans can’t wait to sell-up. Just like 
so many UK retailers before them, 
such as Laura Ashley and the Body 
Shop, PetsMart has found that trans- 
planting a retail concept across the 
Atlantic is a risky affair. 

There are two potential buyers. 
One is Pets at Home, the Cheshire- 
based rival which has around 50 
stores. But its bid may run into prob- 


lems with the competition authori- 
ties, due the large market share in 
certain sectors of the pet market 
which the combined group would 
control. 

The other bid is a management 
buy-out led fay Giles Clarke, who 
stayed on as chief executive of Pets- 
Mart UK after the deal. It would be 
a remarkable coup for him to buy 
back for a lQth of the cost the busi- 
ness that he sold to the US group, 
though the Americans may balk at 
the prospect 

For a roan who is ironically 
allergic to cats but who made £20m 
from pet shops, it is a deal not to be 
sniffed at 


MY Biggest Mistake 


A name that became confused in the translation 


WE'VE MADE lots of small mis- 
takes, but the biggest was in the 
earl v stages of the business. It was 
jur first significant marketing cam- 
oaign. basically organised by myself 
and our new American sales direc- 
tor. whom I'd brought on board. 

We had decided to do a large mail- 
shot sending SO, 000 pieces in Cer- 
otanv. which was our slowest 
market Of course, we thought we 
•vere experienced marketeers and 
experienced Europeans, because 
ac were operating from Brussels. 

The mailshot was a little folded 
sheet and on the front it said: “Who 


in the world uses Regus?" We gotit 
translated into German, but we 
didn't check the translation. 

After it had been sent out we 
started to get calls from people. To 
our horror, the message had trans- 
lated as: “Who the hell uses Regus?" 
It was more or less: "What idiot 
would use Regps?" To cap that we 
also found the mail merger had 
been very badly managed. 

We have used this niistake ever 
since as an example of the fact you 
have got to think European. We 
spent almost all our available money 
doing it. It was not only unsuccess- 


ful - it was a complete flop, and we 
got absolutely nothing from it. One 
call I will never forget: the guy rang 
up saying he would like to'order 
some furniture. 

Germans get very, very unhappy 
if you don't get things right. Like the 
Japanese, they plan things proper- 
ly. What they like least of aU is the 
fact that people have wasted money 
and resources. 

That's why they are fantastic en- 
gineers. The mailshot was a disas- 
ter, and we had to work 10 times as 
hard with half as much money. 
Then, we had done little things in the 



local market, but it was seat-of-the- 
pants stuff We had 14 or 15 centres: 
now. we are opening three or four a 
week. We spend about £25ra a year 


Mark Dixon is the 
founder of Regus, 
the world’s largest 
provider of 
ready-to-use offices 


on marketing, and we learnt the les- 
son of planning your campaign. 

We learnt that we couldn’t do 
everything ourselves, and we re- 


alised at that stage we had to build 
up a management team. 

One of the reasons we made a 
muck-up was that we hadn't spent 
the proper time on it and didn't know 
enough about marketing. The busi- 
ness had grown, and we hadn't de- 
veloped a management team to go 
along with it The first thing was to 
hire a marketing director; so at 
least we would have someone to 
blame. 

Our company is one of the fastest- 
growing - it has more or less dou- 
bled in staff every year far id years 
- and it started to grow after we had 


put the management structure in 
place. Now, we develop the man- 
agement team almost every six 
months. 

What we learnt was: gst some spe- 
cialist people in - don’t try to do 
everythmgyourseff and plan every- 
thing. When you have planned it, 
plan it again. 

Spending half our year's budget 
at the time would be like risking 
£12.5m on a campaign now. The first 
mailshot was a crazy thing to do 
without testing and planning. 

But learning from it has stood us 
in good stead. 
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by Francesco 
Guerre ra 


Top management at the merged drug giant AstraZeneca: Tom McKillop deft), Sir David Barnes and Percy Barnevik 


Neville Elder 


i The arranged marriage 



M ergers are Eke mar- 
riages. Some, like 
BP and Amoco, are 
passionate and im- 
pulsive: love al first 
sight, a short courtship and straight 
down the aisle. Others, like British 
Aerospace and GEC Marconi, are 
mundane affairs realised only after 
years of endless meetings and pres- 
sure from friends and family. 

The third category of corporate 
wedding is more tare: two shy 
lovers, who have been eyeing each 
other for years but never had the 
courage to talk until the day fate or 
desperation lends them the 
strength to break the deadlock. 

The merger between Zeneca, 
the UK drug giant, and Astra, its 
Swedish rival, to form AstraZeneca, 
is an example of the marriage of the 
shy. The £48bn all-share tie-up, ap- 
proved by Zeneca shareholders last 
week and to be ratified by Astra in- 
vestors next month, had long been 
mooted by industry experts as the 
solution to the companies’ problems. 

City wisdom considered a merg- 
er would provide the two medhun- 
sized players with the critical m ass 
and the financial muscle to compete 
with the UK and US giants which 
dominate the global drug industry. 

But Sir David Barnes, the chief 
executive of Zeneca, was a pas- 
sionate advocate of the UK compa- 
ny's go-it-alone strategy and -apart 
from a brief flirt in 1996 - the two 
groups seemed determined to retain 
their independence. 

That position changed last sum- 
mer; when Astra announced plans 
to break free of a joint venture with 
the US pharmaceutical giant Merck 
That meant the Swedish group 
could regain control of all US sales 
of its anti-ulcer blockbuster Losec, 
the world’s best-selling drug, which 
accounts for half of Astra's sales. 

The end of the joint venture 
unleashed a chain of events which 
culminated in December’s an- 
nouncement of the AstraZeneca 
merger. With the whole of Losec's 


US revenues set to end up in Astra’s 
coffers, the Swedish group sud- 
denly became a much more 
attractive merger proposition,. and 
Zeneca was quick to- spot the 
opportunity. 

A deal was given added urgency 
fcy the impending exjHries of patents 
on the companies’ key products. A 
week before the public annoimce- 
ment a£ the termination of the Merck 
deal. Sir David met Hakan Mogren, 
his Swedish counterpart for an in- 
formal chat 

In August they started merger 
talks. Four months later; Sir David 
and MrMogren stood on a glitzy plat- 
form in a brewery-turned- 
conference centre in the City of 
London to mark the end of Astra's 
and Zeneca’s independence. ■ 

One look at the figures leaves lit- 
tle doubt about the reasons for the 
merger: AstraZeneca is all about size. 
With fiobnin annual sales and more 
than 40,000 employees, the com- 
bined group will be the third largest 
pure pharmaceutical compary in 
the wo rid, behind Mack of the US 
and Glaxo Wellcome of the UK 

It will also be a stockmarket 
powerhouse with a market value of 
£48bn and a place in the blue-dhip 
indexes of London, New York and 
Stockholm. And the merger will 
give AstraZeneca the strength to 
fight its rivals in the cut-throat 


Percy Barnevik, non-executive 
chairman. The 58-year-old 
Swede is widely regarded as 
one of Europe’s premier 
industrialises. In 1988, he 
masterminded the merger of 
Sweden’s ABB and 
Switzerland’s Brown Boveri to 
create the industrial giant 
ABB. In 1997, Mr Barnevik 
became chairman of Investor, 
which controls 43 per cent of 
the Swedish Stock market 


Zeneca was a young 
company, demerged from 
Imperial Chemical 
industries in 1993. Most 
of its leading products - 
Zentril. cancer drug 
Nolvadex and heart drug 
Tenormin - were on the 
market. City wags said 
the firm's odd name 
sounded like a Japanese 
camera, or a laxative. 


world of drug discovery Given the 
•unique nature of the pharmaceuti- 
cal market, which enables compa- 
nies to patent products and gain a 
monopoly for long periods, firms are 
spending more on research and de- 
velopment hoping to find a block- 
buster drug. 

Ai around Ji.9bn, AstraZeneca's 
R&D budget will be the third largest 
in the industry and will give the 
Anglo-Swedish group a powerful 
weapon in the quest for new drugs. 
Both salesforces will help push the 
merged compands’ produces, led by 
the star drugs Losec and Zestril, 
Zeneca’s hypertension treatment 


with stakes In blue chips such 
as ABB, SAAB, Electrolux and 
Astra. He is famous for the 
“Barnevik triple Jump" 
technique of unlocking 
shareholder value: restructure 
the business, change the 
management, engineer a 
merger or disposal. 

Sir David Barnes CBE, joint 
executive deputy chairman. He 
Joined Imperial Chemical 



But questions remain over the cul- 
tural and managerial fit between the 
groups. The pharmaceutical in- 
dustry h?s seen several financially 
sound mergers collapse or run into 
difficulties due to dash of person- 
alities and cultures, indudfog the 
marriage between Glaxo Wellcome 
and its UK peer SmithKline 
Beecham, and the link-up between 
the latter and American Home 
Products of the US. Perhaps the 
mare worrying precedent for As- 
traZeneca is the 1996 merger be- 
tween Pharmacia and Upjohn. In 
that case, the collision of die Anglo- 
Saxon and Scandinavian corporate 


Industries Pharmaceuticals in 
1957. In 1971, he became ICI’s 
youngest director. In 1993, he 
was named chief executive of 
Zeneca when the company was 
demerged from ICL 


Hakan Mogren, Joint executive 

deputy chairman, 55. Studied 
at the Royal Institute of 
Technology in Stockholm, 
graduating in 1969 and 
obtaining a doctorate in 


AST BA 

Astra started in 1913, 
founded by Swedish 
scientists and guided since 
by the legendary Villen burg 
family. The first money- 
spinner was Xylocaine, in 
1948. followed by Losec. 
now the world’s most 
widely sold drug. Astra’s 
turnover eventually made up 
20 per cent of Sweden’s 
current account balance. 


cultures transformed the combined 
board into a snakepit of infighting 
which severely tainted the compa- 
ny’s trading performance. 

Although Sir David is a firm be- 
liever that Swedish temperament 
and culture are much closer to 
Britain than to the US, he would 
agree that the AstraZeneca board 
throws together four widely differ- 
ent characters. 

The contrast between Sir David 
and Mr Mogren, the two deputy ex- 
ecutive chairmen, could not be 
more marked. The Zeneca man is 
a lean aristocrat with silky diplo- 
matic skills honed during nearly 30 


biotechnology in 1974. After a 
stint at'Marlbou, Sweden’s 
top chocolate maker; he was 
appointed president and chief 
executive of Astra In 1988. He 
Is also a director of Investor 
and a member of Sweden’s 
Gastronomic Academy. 

Ibm McKillop, chief executive. 
He studied at Glasgow 
University where he obtained 
a first class degree and a PhD 


years of the City. Mr Mogren is a 
well-built, imposing six-footer with 
untidy hair IDs penchant for opera, 
food and wine and his knack for up- 
setting analysts and press have 
made him a controversial figure in 
the Swedish establishment 

The contrasting styles will have 
to be brought together by Ibm 
MeKHlop, the chief executive-des- 
ignate. Dr McKQlop, a scientist who 
was a student radical in the 1968 
Paris uprising, cut his managerial 
teeth as head of Zeneca’s pharma- 
ceutical operations. A gritty Scot 
with a passion for carpentry. Dr 
McKillop dismisses fears of a dash 
of personalities. “I get on very well 
with Mogren.” he says. “We are both 
Franoofiles, we both like opera and 
our wives get on well." 

But much of the hope for a 
smooth corporate life at As- 
traZeneca rests with the chairman, 
Percy Barnevik, the legendaiy 
SweffishindustriaHsLMrBarnevik’s 
position in the merger is heavily in- 
terwoven with that (rfthe Wallenberg 
family Sweden’s most powerful cor- 
porate dynasty and Astra’s largest 
shareholder. He is famous for his 
corporate theory based on the 
“three Ps”- purpose, processes and 
people -a philosophy that he will try 
to apply to AstraZeneca. 

Astra has grown steadily since its 
birth in 1913 under the guiding hand 


in chemistry. In 1969, he 
Joined ICI’s research 
laboratory. Appointed 
chief executive officer of 
Zeneca Pharmaceuticals in 
1994, he became an executive 
director two years later. 

The 55-year-old is also a 
non-executive director of 
Lloyds TSB, the high- 
street bank, and the 
healthcare group Nycomed 
Amersham. 


of the Wallenbergs. Thanks to Xy- 
locaine. an anaesthetic discovered 
in 1948 which was its first money- 
spinney and the hugely successful 
Losec, Astra is now one of the 
cornerstones of Swedish capitalism, 
accounting for some 20 per cent 
of the country's current account 
balance. 

Zeneca’s history as an indepen- 
dent company dates from 1993 when 
its was spun off from Imperial 
Chemical Industries, the die mi cal 
giant 

By then, most of its leading prod- 
ucts - including Zestril, the cancer 
drug Nolvadex and the heart drug 
Tenormin - were already on the 
market The only problem was the 
company's somewhat outlandish 
name, with one insider recalling that 
the initial public reaction was to as- 
sociate Zeneca with a Japanese 
camera or a laxative. Since the 
float Zeneca's drug portfolio has 
changed httte and the UK group, just 
like Astra, has focused on growing 
its existing products. 

Ironically, this dependence on a 
small number of drugs is the en- 
larged group's key problem. Both 
Losec and Zestril start losing patent 
protection in 2001. hitting revenue 
in 2002 and 2003. Dr McKillop be- 
lieves the group can cushion the 
blow with the $l.lbn of merger sav- 
ings, including 6,000 redundancies, 
by licensing new drugs. 

The new products should fuel 
growth after 2003. The earnin gs 
would come from 3 clinical areas 
where Astra and Zeneca overlap - 
respiratory, cardiovascular and 
anaesthetic, and by building on 
Astra's strength in gastrointestinal 
drugs and on Zeneca's franchise in 
cancer treatments. 

“I believe most of the earnings 
forecasts are unduly pessimistic,” 
says Dr McKillop. 

“There is no reason why, after 
managing the 2002-2003 period, we 
cannot resume very strong growth 
by exploiting our outstanding R&D 
base". 


|THi: PLAYER: ROBIN SAX BY, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF ARM HOLDINGS! 


CEO who switches off the glamour of a global game 


BROBIN SAXBY, 52, is chairman, 
president and chief executive of 
one of Britain’s fastest growing hi- 
tech companies - a stock market 
glamour stock which has more than 
doubled in value since being float- 
ed on the stock market a little under 

a year ago. 

ARM Holdings designs and li- 
censes high-performance, low-cost 
microprocessors and system chips 
for mobile phones, computers, au- 
tomobiles and almost anything else 
you care to mention. Its ambition is 
to make its technology into a glob- 


al standard. Mr Saxby wants ARM 
to be to microprocessors what Win- 
dows is to personal computers. 

An electronics graduate, he spent 
the early part of his career in design 
and development before moving 
into sales, marketing and engi- 
neering manag ement, “The elec- 
tronics business is a truly global 
bu&ness. So a great feature of my 
life is travel”, he says. “Last week I 
was in the US, this week the UK and 
next week might be Japan. I don't 
believe in a head-office concept 
It’s an out dated notion. We’re run- 


ning a global business: 97 per cent 
of ARM’s business is outsde the UK. 

“Running a hi-tech b usiness is 
very different from r unning a tra- 


I have to do every day is read my 
e-mail and identify issues that need 
attention. I also need thinking time 
and usually that’s when fm driving 
the car or in an airplane. 

“Tm fortunate in that I’ve alot of 
energy. I like skiing and play tennis 
so I try and have prime time which 
has nothing to do with work. I liter- 
ally switch my brain: 'This is work- 


BY NAOMI MARKS 



time, this is playtime.’ I get very lit- 
tle play in the week. I usually have 
my (firmer and start working again, 
m log in to my e-mail about midnight 

“At different stages of your cor- 
porate life there are different re- 
sponsibilities. In my early life I was 
a design engineer and working with 
things rather than people. At the eod 
of the day, though, physics is physics 
and periiaps now Fm chief executive 
things are more intangible. 

“Somebody once said that the 
chief executive's role is to do what 
can’t be done by anybody else. When 


ARM was only 12 engineers and me, 
I personally dosed the first business 
deal but now ARM is 355 people 1 
work more through an executive 
summary of things. 

“We now have 1 1 geographical lo- 
cations and I can’t be involved to the 
same level of detail as when the com- 
pany was smaller; I’m out and about 
with investors and with the compa- 
ny so there isn’t a typical day. But 
as I am the most significan t public 
face of ARM and we’re in demand 
at tbe moment, it is a very active day. 

“The head Of the C ommiiniratinn 


company we work with recently 
sent me an e-mail saying Fin diffi- 
cult to get hold of. Wfell, that’s one 
of the features of my life - it’s very 
fuS, so planning and scheduling is 
a challeng e 

“I am in e-mail contact all the 

time. I have a mobile phone, a Psion 
Series 5 and an HP Jornada - all of 

these things have our chips in them! 

I shuffle very little paper Going into 

my office in Maidenhead, the first 
thing 111 always do is go through the 
e-mail that came in when I was 
asleep. I expect 50 to 60 a day. 
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MARKKT LEADERS PICK THEIR MARKET LEADER 


Book of the week 

Dangers of the 
expatriate game 


Breaking Through Culture 
Shock 

by Elisabeth Marx 
Nicholas Srealey Publish- 
ing, £18 

YOUNG GRADUATES often hope 
for foreign travel during their ca- 
reers, if not an overseas posting. 
Indeed, such opportunities are 
part of the attraction of working 
for large companies and the firms 
that advise them. But although 
working abroad is sometimes 
glamourous, it can also be acute- 
ly disorienting, 'fake the UK man- 
ager transferred to France. “I 
found that ail the normal ways of 
managing people in the UK did 
not work.” be says. 

“The things I said Were not per- 
ceived the way I intended and I did 
not understand what they were 
saying „. It took 18 months to sort 
out the situation and it was only 
really resolved after ray car tyres 
wen? slashed - in a way an at- 
tempt at murder” 

Or this account by an Ameri- 
can of his time in Asia. He con- 
sidered himself sociable and 
adaptable, yet his work pattern be- 
came erratic, leading him to not 
turn up for appointments or to 
work around the dock. 

He recalls: "After six months, 
I fetched a boat to an island in a 
neighbouring country. On arrival, 
I took off my clothes, and threat- 
ened the local population with a 
gun in a stark-naked state. Even- 
tually, I succumbed to the police 
and was brought back to my 
home country” 

Both examples are used by 
Elisabeth Marx in this book to il- 
lustrate how easy it is to came un- 
stuck when out of your natural 
environment These cases ofcul- 
ture shock seem extreme, but she 
insists they are from real life. 

But although many expatriates 
experience negative feelings, they 
tend to be mixed with emotions 
such as e xhilar ation and devel- 
oping confidence, so that most in- 
ternational managers “go 
through some difficult phases 
but eventually develop effective in- 
ternational skills." 

By being aware of the dangers, 
those working away from their na- 
tive lands can put themselves in 
a better position to survive and 
prosper. “The majority of us can 
be internationally effective if we 
put real effort into developing our 
ability to adapt,” she writes. 

This is encouraging for the or- 
ganisations that forever transfer 
staff around the world - only to 
find the “international manager” 
an elusive creature. So how can 
such managers learn to adapt? 

Marx, a German psychologist 
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who has taught in Singapore as 
well as studying and working in 
Britain, believes they have to 
deal with culture shock in three 
ways. Whereas advice for those 
going on assignments has tend- 
ed to focus on understanding the 
cultural dimensions of manage- 
ment, she suggests that there is 
a need to look at the internation- 
al mariflgw “as a human being 
with development needs at a pro- 
fessional and personal level” 

As a result, she has come up 
with the notion of the “culture 
shock triangle”, a new model that 
she says will help international 
managers cope with the stress erf 
the transition, change the per- 
ception and interpretation of 
events and behaviour and devel- 
op better social skills and an in- 
ternational identity. 

But Marx, a director of the ex- 
ecutive search consultant Nor- 
man Broadbent International, is 
not handing down a blueprint for 
success. Throughout the book, toe 
emphasis is on managers helping 
themselves. There are tips from 
those who have had some success 
in this area - Peter Job, who be- 
came chief executive of Reuters 
after spells in parts of the world 
as a journalist and manager for 
the international news agency, 
and Deborah Percy, a UK man- 
ager working for the video rental 
rharn Blockbuster in Dallas. 

And there is a certain poignan- 
cy in the interview with Whiter 
Hassdkus, conducted with toe for- 
mer BMW man before his resig- 
nation as chief executive of Rover 
last December. Among toe char- 
acteristics he says helped him are 

“the ability to listen and to be em- 
palhic to others” and “patience”. 

Marx closes the book with a 
checklist by which managers can 
assess their international effec- 
tiveness. But she makes dear that 
how well they do depends on 
them. An important factor is 
being aware that - even in coun- 
tries that appear superficially fa- 
miliar - culture shock is ready to 
strike. 

ROGER TRAPP 


BUSINESS BOOK BESTSELLERS 


Who’s the top dog 

in. . . corporate law? 


1 

Lasing My Virgfaicy 

Richard Branson (Virgin) 

£20 

2 

Pockac Guide to Che Euro 
Simon Sear (Gtogold) 

£4.99 

3 

The Lie tie Book of Calm at Work 

Paul Wilson (Penguin) 

£2.50 

4 

Seven Habits of Highly Effective People 

Stephen R Covey (Simon & Schuster) 

£10.99 

3 

Business Studies For You 

D.wld Needhjm & Robert Dronsfldd 
iStanlev Tlmmes) 

£13 50 

6 

The Crisis of Global Capitalism 

Q*i.«ry.p Soroi | Lit tie, Brown) 

£17 99 

T 

The Equar Opportunities Guide 

Phil Clements & Tony Spinks (Kogan Page) 

£1399 

8 

The Omt-Mlnute Manager 

Kenneth Diane hard fii Spencer Johnson 



(WarpcriToJJins) 

£599 

9 

How to Mn Friends and Influence People 

Dale Carnegie (Cedar Books) £7 99 

10 

Anatomy of Decisions 

Peln G Moore (Penguin! 

E8.99 
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Michael Pescod 

Head of Corporate Finance 
Slaughter and May 
My judgement about corporate 
lawyers, outside my own firm, has to 
be based on experience on the other 
side of the negotiation table. I admire 
high-class lawyering, but to be suc- 
cessful that has to be combined 
with common sense, humour and an 
ability to get on with others even 
when land especially when) winning 
the point. 

I've negotiated with several peo- 
ple demonstrating those qualities, 
but for many years the Mowing have 
done so consistently: Anthony Cann 
(Linklaters & Alliance) is an excel- 
lent lawyer who will turn his hand to 
solving his opponent’s problems 
given half a chance; Anthony Salz 
(Freshfields) always negotiates with 
great charm, even when holding a 
losing hand; and Margaret Mount- 
ford (Herbert Smith) sorts things out 
directly while dismissing anybody 
who might be posturing or thinking 
undeariy. 

Anthony Salz 

Senior Partner 
Freshfields 

Predictably I feel that, as a team, we 
have the best corporate lawyers 
here at Freshfields -it is a team that 
works well together and 1 wouldn't 
want to single any one of them out 
So for names of individuals I have to 
go outside the firm. 

To me the ideal individual is 
someone who is intelligent careful, 

thoughtful and prepared to appjy ex- 
perience to develop brave and imag- 
inative approaches to difficult issues 

- rather than being restricted by 
precedent And of course, he or she 
has to have a sense of humour and 
to make the work fun, notwith- 
standing the considerable pressures 
of the heavy transactions. Perhaps 
no one quite achieves complete 
consistency on these idealistic 
standards. 

Apart from coy partners, there are 
one or two at Slaughter and May who 
score highly (when they choose to) 

- such as Michael Pescod and Nigel 
Boardman. It is perhaps a sign of an 
effective corporate lawyer that they 
can also be difficult when they want 
to be. More seriously, these two are 
highly professional and, though for- 
midable opposition, are good to have 
on the other side. 

David Quids 

Head of Corporate Practice 

Clifford Chance 

I guess to be a decent corporate 
lawyer kgoes without saying that you 
need to have a first class grasp of the 
law. That should be combined with 
a thorough understanding of the 
business issues at [day good project 
manager skills and a commitment to 
the client. Fd find it difficult to sin- 
gle out any one lawyer in particular 
but three guys who I feel particularly 
embody these characteristics are 
David Cheyne at Unklaters, Will 
Underhill at Slaughter and May and 
Adam Signy at Clifford Chance. 
Each of these lawyers is bright and 
quick-witted. They have an imme- 
diate understanding of the com- 
mercial issues and commitment to 
getting the transaction done. And 
each of them is a nice person. That 
too is an asset as when you are work- 
ing on merger and acquisition deals, 
you do nothing else for 6 to 12 weeks 
at a time , working for 14 hours a day. 

Anthony Cann 

Head of Corporate Practice 
Unklaters and Alliance 
An ideal corporate lawyer -would 
have to be confident and decisive; 



Anthony Salz believes a sense of humour makes corporate law fan 
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commercial and correct and able to 
carry through a significant transac- 
tion to its co n clu sion . Contacts in the 
law world are no longer tiie same as 
they were 25 years ago. Lawyers 
have to spend a tot iruire time main- 
taining relationships. It is for this rea- 
son that I would in dude social skills 
on the list of important characteris- 
tics for a corporate lawyer 
Leading corporate lawyers, to 
me, would be very raudi like our own 
David Cheyne and Richard God- 
den. Richard is of the new younger 
generation of Lawyers, he's about 40 
and is very highly rated. He’s a stan 
He has a huge intelligence and a 
great deal of common sense. Beyond 
my firm, I would look to Nigel Board- 
man at Slaughter and May who is a 
sound and tough lawyer who gets 
things done. And, of course, Antho- 
ny Salz of Freshfields. 

David Lewis 

Senior Partner 
Norton Rose 

I would have to pick Anthony Salz as 
the corporate lawyer I most admire. 
He is certainly one of the best cor- 
porate lawyers in the UK He is pleas- 
ant to deal with and has a 
commercial mind. Importantly, he 
doesn't waste time on bad points in 
a meeting - there is nothing worse 


from the client's point of view than 
seeing lawyers quibbling. Then 
there's Edward Walker- Arnott who 
is senior partner at Herbert Smith. 
He is a very wise bird. He has im- 
mense stores of experience - expe- 
rience which is varied. He’s not just 
exceptionally good at corporate law 
but he’s also more than competent 
in insolvency and litigation. And 
what is particularly admirable is 
that he doesn’t dilute his ability by 
his varied practice. These are just tire 
two best corporate lawyers who 
sprang to mind, but obviously there 
are numerous other very competent 
legal minds out there. 

N|gel Knowles 

Managing Partner 
Dibb, Lupton AIsop 
Tm not sure if it’s cheating somewhat 
to mention one of our own, but I do 
feel that Andrew Darwin, who is the 
head of our corporate practice, is one 
the most impressive lawyers around 
at the moment He’s resident in 
Yorkshire and to ray mind is one of 
the few regionally based corporate 
lawyers who has a national reputa- 
tion. And on top of that he's better 
than anyone 1 know at client sendee. 
He has a wonderful way of relating 
to the client which is of paramount 
importance. Outside of my firm, I 


would single out Mike Franries of 
TOD, Gotshal and Manges, as he has 
wonderful client skflls and is a superb 
operator; he’s the Andrew Darwin of 
the City. 

Geoffrey Green 

Senior Partner 
As hurst Morris Crisp 
The ideal corporate lawyer should be 
easyte deal with and has to be in tune 
with the client’s business. Wfe can 
draw a historical parallel here in that 
it should not be forgotten that back 
a few generations, leading solicitors 
were men ofbusmess. Then the ten- 
dance was towards very academic so- 
licitors. Indeed in places this is still 
the same. But Loudon based law 
firms have become such success sto- 
ries precisely because they are more 
rounded than certain Continental 
legal firms. 

The London law firms are con- 
sulted for more than just a judgment 
on points of legal order One man 
who slips easily into this new solic- 
tor role is Giles Henderson of 
Slaughter and May. Giles was in at 
the ground floor in privatisations and 
set the model for them with his awe- 
some legal mind. Then there’s Len 
Berkowitz, now retired. He was an 
all round lawyer and a brilliant chap 
to deal with. Finally there’s Lau- 


rence Batman who used to be a part- 
. no* here. He headed up the property 
side of the firm but used to cany out 
corporate deals. He was a fantastic 
negotiator and a consummate deal- 
doer - with him, you had to count 
your fingers when you left the meet- 
ing room. 

Richard Cranfleld 

Corporate Finance Partner 
Allen & Overy 

Ifl had to single out any one corpo- 
rate lawyer, it would be Jeremy 
Brownlow of Clifford Chance. I say 
this because he’s cool-minded, easy 
to deal with and very attentive to the 
client; more important, he is also very 
good to have across the table from 
you. He’s helpful and sensible rather 
than being pointlessly difficult 

Td also pick out Guy Beringer at 
Allen & Overy for embodying the 
same qualities as Jeremy, really. 
Guy is g rin relatively young and I do 
think tha t age is an important factor 
in corporate law. You have be capa- 
ble of operating at the highest level 
which does get easier with age. Fbr 
example, if you’re doing a transaction 
for the financial director of the FTSE 

100 then he wOl be looking for a cor- 
porate lawyer with experience com- 
mensurate with his. But what being 
a good corporate lawyer really boils 
dmm to is bang able to operate at the 
highest level. And while one tends to 
take technical expertise for granted, 
personality does play a big part 

Adrian Walker 

Senior Partner 
Lovell White Durrani: 

I wouldn’t want to suggest by pick- 
ing out the otkl name here and there 
that any lawyer is better than an- 
other; I am just trying to pick out peo- 
ple who epitomise what being a 
good lawyer is about 

Fd pick out Daniel Mace;' who is 
our senior corporate finance lawyer 
He is an excellent operator with dear 
judgement and excellent dient skills, 
rd also single out David Lewis, se- 
nior partner at Norton Rose who I’ve 
known of since we were in Haag 
Kong together Again he's an excel- 
lent operator with encyclopaedic . 
knowledge of the law and very good 
judgement Finalfy there is Edward 
Wafl^Amoti who I admire because 
of the breadth of his practice. 

Richard Bond 

Head of Corporate Law 
Herbert Smith 

I do think that it’s quite an invidious 
task to pick out particular individu- 
als; obviously we think we’ve got the 
best team we rould have here at Her- 
bert Smith. But there are some very 
first class corporate lawyers out 
there hi the other big Anns. And the 
quality of the individual is always vital 
to transactions. 

Those established lawyers I ad- 
mire would be David Cheyne of lin- 
klaters, Anthony Salz of Freshfields 
and Nigel Boardman of S laughter 
and May. I should point out that th»ae 
is a large number of 1 very impressive, 
up and coming corporate finance 
lawyers. In my view, a decent cor- 
porate lawyer should have a good 
grasp of law and practice, they 
should be versatile and they should 
be able to deal well with the Hignta. 
It’s all fairly obvious realty. Then your 
reputation builds as you become 
known and respected. One of the 
most important things in corporate 
finance is to achieve recognition ■ 
withi n the legal and business com- 
mur’ty. Once you’ve made yourself 
a decent reputation with the in- 
vestors, you’ve got the big ticket 
Interviews by 
Sally chattterton 
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Opportunities 


Opportunities 


PERFECT TIMING ...!! 

...THE PERFECT BUSINESS!!’ 


The greatest fortunes are always made by those who position themselves 
at the front end of major business trends. 

The Internet - The fastest growing marketing and business medium in 
history! ... 

City 2000 Pic. - An established ‘brand’ leader moving into hypergrowth, at the 
forefront of the internet revolution! ... 

The opportunity - To develop your own highly lucrative City 2000 business, full 
or part-time, from home or office. No prior technical experience or knowledge 
required. Professional training and ongoing support provided. Low start-up 
costs - unlimited income generator ... 

Join us now, and you could retire in 3-5 years! 

For detailed information on the timing opportunity of a lifetime, 
ring and listen to: Robert Pearson FHCIMA, 

Cert Ed. - independent Senior Membership Consultant. 

Tel: 0181 387 9071 (24 hrs/normal rates apply). 


Curry house with a doorman 


philip Williamson, mar- 
keting and commercial di- 
rector with the Nationwide 
Bufiding Society, has been 
with his current employers 
for the past 10 years, but it 
was IQ years further hack that 
he discovered his favourite 
restaurant - The 
Veeraswamy in Regent 
Street London. 

At that time Mr 
Williamson, now si, was 
working for Lloyds Bank as 
senior manager of its Pic- 
cadilly branch- -The 
Vfeeraswamy was unusual 
and quite difficul t to find.” he 
recalls. “The restaurant is on 
the first Booc There is usually 
a doorman In Indian regalia 
outside its entrance in Swal- 
low Street” 

Mr Williamson first fell in 
love with the place when he 
was dashing out to get a 
quick lunch with work col- 
leagues from the bank. “They 
had delirious buffets - you 


could be in and out of there 
without having to watt around 
for waiters", he says. 

“The restaurant has been 
there for around 70 years. The 
food reflects the homeland of 
the current owner - Henry 
Lobo is from Goa, and it’s 
cfassic Indian.” he says. His 
favourite dishes are classic 
riiicken tikka. biryani and In- 
man sweets. “They draft over- 
you.^ They concentrate on 
flavours rather than quanti- 
fy; he adds. 

Mr Williamson, a native of 


Liverpool, tries to visit 
Vcerasw&my ’s whenever he 
travels up to London on busi- 
ness from Nationwide's head 
office in Swindon - a town 
which has “a variety of. 
restaurants," he says, diplo- 
matically. The tables at 
Veeras- wamy's are nicely 
spaced, he says, a big plus in 
the West End, where greedy 
owners often crowd the ta- 
bles, making conversation 
difficult 

“The service is good and 
the decor reasonably modern. 
It s good value for money. I 
rec kon you should be able to 
get away with £25 for two, in- 
Jtadteg beer," says Mr 
Ramson. And how about 
the wine list? “VbuVe got to 
Jink beer with Indian food; 
irs traditional," he insists, 
with a twinkle in his eye, 

• JOHN WDLLCOCK 
J ^swomy, 99 Regent St, 

Wi ‘TVephone 0171- 
734 1401). 
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Money and madness go hand in hand 


M oney as we all knew, can 
do strange things to 
people. In extreme 
cases, it has led to mur- 
der, theft and betrayal For most of 
us, however; its most common ef- 
fect is simply irrational behaviour: 
Unfortu n ately, this kind of aber- 
ration is more common thqn we re- 
alise. Hie most solid, sober citizens 
are just as prone to blindness in the 
face of monetary symbols as the 
psychologically disturbed. 

How do we know this? Partly 
from observation of the world 
around us. Why does such a large 
proportion of the population still fi- 
nance their houses with an en- 
dowment mortgage, which is 
dearly not the most sensible way 
to proceed? Why do millions play 
the National Lottery every week? 
Why are Internet shares tradin g at 
such absurd multiples of non-exis- 
tent earnings? 

No doubt we all have our own 
theories for this strange behaviouc 
But actually we don’t need to fall 
back on observation or our own pet 
theories for an explanation. It so 


happens that behavioural science 
has started to take an interest in the 
subject of investors’ attitude to 
money and the trade offs between 
risk and return which are central 
to every dedsian we aQ have to take 
about money. Their studies are 
starting to throw up some inter- 
esting observations about the way 
that people behave in this respect 
- and one of their central findrngg 
is that irrationality is indeed part 
and pared of the process. 

I am indebted to Ken Ffshec a 
fiuid manager on the West Coast of 
the United States, for the following 
summary of the latest state of play 
in the research. As well as being a 
successful investm ent manag er in 
his own right, Mr Fisher is also an 
accomplished author of several 
books on investment, and a long- 
time student of the behavioural as- 
pects of finance. Like many other 
others who look after other people’s 
money, he has learnt that logic, rea- 
son and consistency are not always 
what the clients of fond managers 
are after: 

Fbr example, it is common for 


people to hire fund managers on 
the basis that they are looting for 
someone who can outperform the 
markets over time However if the 
markets run into a bad patch -say 
they drop by 15 per cent - and the 
fond manager manages to limit the 
fall in the investor’s fond to 10 per 
cent over the same period, quite 
often the fond manager still gets 
fired. He has achieved the cheats 
objective, but the cEent is working 
to a different agenda, 
lire same phenomenon, let it be 



high level managers who act as 
trustees of your pension fond: for 
years, trustees instructed their 
pension fond managers to outdo 
the market averages by 2 per cent 
a year; despite the overwhelming 
evidence that, this objective is next 
to impossible to achieve over pe- 
riods of more than ayean 
The underlying reason for all 
this is that people's emotions are 
powerfully engaged by money. In 
Ken Fisher's view, the average in- 
vestor approaches investment de- 
cisions the same way that most 


People’s emotions are 
powerfully engaged 
by money: the average 
investor approaches 
investment decisions 
in the same way 
that most people 
approach food 


people approach food. “Just as we 
want taste, nutrition, low cost, ap- 
pearance, convenience and pres- 
tige with our food, so too with 
investments we crave: high posi- 
tive returns, prestige (peer supe- 
riority), low cost convenience, 
active packaging, low volatility; a 
lack of embarrassment and much 
more*. 

His point is that, investment en- 
gages multiple objectives - and 
therefore creates the scope for se- 
rial disappointment Risk for most 
investors, on this view, is not just 
the risk that they will lose money; 
it is a much wider panoply of dis- 
appointments. Missing any one the 
investor's multiple goals is a 
for regret - and therefore, more 
often than not, the trigger for ir- 
rational behaviour as a result. 

Some well-known research by 
two behavioural psychologists, 
Ri char d Thaler and Shlomo Be- 
nartzi, has shown that normal 
people are very lopsided in their 
attitudes to mnlririg and losing 
money; in general they are two 
and a half times more upset by los- 


ing £1 as they are pleased by gain- 
ing£L (Thismthe jargon of the pro- 
fession is known as “myopic loss 
aversion”). 

A related phenomenon to this is 
that investors are also often dis- 
satisfied (even though they have 
achieved their objectives) if they 
have got there by a route which is 
not quite the one they expected. 
Fisher gives the example of some- 
one who has a portfolio- of shares 
and bonds. He has bought the 
shares in the hope of gain and 
bought the bonds as a defensive 
mechanism Now suppose that 
over the next period, share prices 
fall and the bonds rise, leaving the 
investor overall no worse off than 
before. The strategy of diversifica- 
tion has worked - but most people 
in those circumstances, the evi- 
dence suggests, will still be upset 
because things have not worked out 
as they planned. 

Yet flnnthpr h uman p mo ti onal 
failing in investment is over-confi- 
dence. This is particularly true of 
men. apparently Studies of the 
trading results of groups of men and 


women have repeatedly shown 
that women are much better 
traders than men. The underlying 
reason is that they are less confi- 
dent about their ability to beat the 
markets, so they trade less often. 
One study showed that men trade 
45 per cent more often than women 
and achieve an annual return 
which is 1.4 per cent per annum 
less. 

And what sort of market condi- 
tions bring out all the worst of our 
emotional responses? The answer 
is obvious when you think about: it 
is market declines like the one we 
experienced last summer and be- 
fore that in 1987. Even after years 
of strong bull markets, the average 
(male) investor still takes a 20 per 
cent drop in the markets really 
hard 

Because of the JL5 to I loss to 
gain ratio, it feels like a drop of 50 
per cent He is desperate to pass 
the blame on to someone else and. 
through overconfidence, equally 
determined to take his portfolio into 
his own hands and trade his way 
through to a better outcome. 


Should you invest in. . . banks? 


THE BANKING sector has been 
on a roll over recent years, with 
major new players entering 
and existing cleaners enjoying 
booming revenues. Indeed, the 
newcomers, former building 
societies, were expected to 
mount a serious challenge to 
the dinosaurs. The established 
banks, however, are not ready 
to roll over just yet 

) “The new banks are not tak- 
ing over from the old ones,” in- 
sists Martin Cross, banking 
analyst at stockbrokers Tfeather 
& Greenwood “They don’t have 
residual investment banting 
operations or non-performing 
Third World loans to worry 
about, but the converters do 
have to face the problem of prof- 
it margin pressure, because 
they are more concentrated 
on a net interest intensive busi- 
ness, mortgage-lending which 
is very competitive and very 
commoditised." 

“My view is that the new 
banks are not as good an in- 
vestment proposition as the 
older banks,” agrees Jeremy 
Batstone, of NatTOast Stock- 
brokers. u fbr the past four or 
five years, banks have been en- 
joying something of a golden 
era, with their revenues grow- 
ing strongly. The fact that the 
. current set ofresults have been 
f generally fantastic reflects the 
fact that banks have been re- 
porting on a period that has 
been extremely benign.” 

The “golden era” cannot last 
forever, and Batstone is less 
than enthusiastic about banks 
in general “We are not great- 
ly keen on the whole sector be- 
cause of its high rating and also 
because the direction of both 
the UK and global economies 
is extremely unclean 

“However; if you have to 
hold them, and with banks ac- 
counting for over 17 per cent of 
the FTSE 100 many investors 
will have to be in, we would tend 
to stick with the clearing banks. 
We are looking at those banks 


By kieron root 

who can offset pedestrian rev- 
enues with greater cost cutting. 
The first signs of cost cutting 
are coming through in 
NatWesfs figures. Barclays is 
in much the same situation 
and LtoydsTSB still has bene- 
fits to come from the merging 
of its operations.” 

“Apart from Abbey National’s 
announcement last week, bad 
debts have notreafiy ticked up 
yet,” Martin Cross adds. “As a 
resutt,banks have either got ad- 
equate cash balances or too 
much cash, so they either an- 
nounce big dividends, like 
Lloyds TSB, or share buy- 
bads, like Barclays & Wool- 
wich. Or they can do both and 
cany out a major share re- 
structuring; which is what Hal- 
ifax hasdone.” 

“We would separate- -the-, 
banks into three subsectors," 
expiates Andrew Spencer; head 
of European & UK equities at 
Fleming Asset Management 
“One grouping are lie pre- 
dominantly mortgage banks, 
the second are the Jfcr Eastern 
banks and the third are the old 
established dearers. 

“Broadly speaking, we are 
reasonably positive on the 
clearing banks, particularly the 
two Scottish banks [Bank of 
Scotland and Royal Bank of 
Scotland]. ” He adds: “We don't 
flunk there will be a serious bad 
debt cycle this time round as 
the economic picture is not as 
severe as was anticipated. 
However; these two banks in 
particular have been verykrwly 
rated because they have been 
regarded as growth stocks and 
growth in this sector is tradi- 
tionally associated with risk of 
high bad debt levels.” 

He contrasts this with Flem- 
ings’ view of the two Far East 
banks, HSBC and Standard 
Chartered. “We are under- 
weight in the two Fhr East 
banks as we believe the 


washout from the Fhr East cri- 
sis is still coming through.” 

Another factor that peren- 
nially drives interest in the 
sector is the possibility of mer^ 
er or takeover activity. “The UK 
banking sector has been con- 
solidating for some time,” ar- 
gues Ken Murray, chief 
executive of Cairngorm Asset 
Management, which is in the 
process of launching a spe- 
cialist European Financial Sec- 
tor Restructuring fund. 

“There is still a long way to 
go and the converted building 
societies are protected from 
hostile takeover for five years 
from floatation, so the life ex- 
pectancy of most win be five 
years and one. day. I expect 
companies like the Woolwich 
and the Alliance and Leicester 
wQl be taken out and both the 
Scottish banks wfll either go or 
i)e ;frtyolved-m' some kind of - 
merger” 

Andrew Spencer is more 
cautious. “ Mergers in the UK 
are harder than people think, 
otherwise they would have al- 
ready happened. The fact that 
the Halifax chose to give a 
large amount of cash back to its 
shareholders should tell you 
something : itprobabty wouldn't 
be allowed to buy up another 
mortgage bank in any case,” he 
points out 

“Continental European in- 
volvement in the UK is almost 
inevitable,” argues Ken Murray. 
“You are already seeing this in 
the life assurance market with 
the likes of Aegon and AXA and 
I hope you wfll see UK banks 
going into Europe too.” 

“There is a possibility that 
you could see mergers with Eu- 
ropean banks in the future, but 
they would have to be genuine 
mergers rather than straight 
takeovers," claims Andrew 
Spencer. “It would be interest- 
ing if a bank like Lloyds TSB 
-could get its hands on an ef- 
ficient European bank. Cost 
savings would come through. 



Hie Midland, Cannon Street: established banks are not yet ready to roll over 


David Hughes 


SHAREWATCH 


BUY 

Glaxo Welcome's story just 
gets better, says BT AlexHrown, 
which has repeated its buy 
recommendation (20l8p) on the 
pharmaceutical giant’s stock. 

SG Securities also considers it a 
buy (202 ip), encouraged by the 
performance in its respiratory 
and HIV portfolios, while 
leather & Greenwood notes that 
“with one of the most productive 
pipelines, double-digit earnings 
from 1999 are achievable”. 

HOLD 

Sutherlands has upgraded 
Ulster Television (220p> from re- 
duce to hold after the Northern 
Ireland franchise holder reported 
a rise in profits on Monday 
boosted by the sale of a sixth of 
its stake in Socfate Europdenne 
des Satellites, and announced a 
35p special dividend. 

FWl-year results from Halifax 
last week and news of £l5bn 
return of capital in June pleased 
analysts, with Teather & Green- 
wood upgrading the stock from 
sell to hold, and Merrill Lynch 
moving from neutral to buy for 
the longterm. BT AlexJJrown, 
held its recommendation on the 
shares at underperform (780p). 

SELL 

Merrill Lynch has downgraded 
properly developer Slough 
Estates (325p) to neutral citing 
a longer-term concern over its 
overseas developments. 

Slough’s 44 per cent exposure to 
offices and industrials in the 
Thames Valley area should be 
defensive, Merrill adds. 


but not as quickly as you might 
think- after all there would be 
virtually no duplication of ser- 
vices." 

UK investors, however, 
seem to be mare than happy 
with the returns to be current- 
ly had from the sector “Whilst 
investors are redining on rates 
of return on equity in excess of 
20 per cent, they will be quite 
happy for the banks to trundle 
on,” suggests Jeremy Batstone. . 
“A much tougher economic en- 
vironment in the future wfil 
cause investors to ask ques- 


tions andl believe consolidation 
will happen, but it is not immi- 
nent" 

“Our favoured banks at the 
moment are definitely the two 
Scottish banks,” points out 
Flemings' Andrew Spencer. 
“Barclays’ case is unproven at 
this stage. Nat West still has a 
lot to prove. So far; it has been 
the least effective in garnering 

sav mgfe hut if Bw im mi nent 
set of results are good, its 
shares could have a long way 
to go. We would view Lloyds 
TSB as OK to mildly good.” 


No Pain, no Gain: Our Man's portfolio 


Room in hotels for canny investor 


HOTEL SHARES are bombed 
out. Even the Ladbroke take- 
over bid for Stakis and the 
stock market excitement over 
Greenalls’ De Vere Hotels and 
Vaux’s Swallow Hotels hasnot 
injected much enthusiasm into 
a sector which is fe elin g the 
cold blast of investment neglect 
The traditional hotel indus- 
try - the two. three and four star 
category - once enjoyed a 
glamour rating. Now it is a vic- 
tim of increasing competition 

from the growth of budget ho- 
tels, run by the likes of Grana- 
da and Whitbread, as well as 


than 100 hotels. Profits in 1997 
were £17.4m and last year’s fig- 
ure should come out, believe 
Peel Hunt, at around £2i.6m, 
down from earlier estimates. 

This year the rapidly chang- 
ing group could manage about 
£27m. The shares have finned 
slightly in past weeks but at 
29.25p, against a recent 255p 
low, they still look very cheap 
with the 5.6 historic price/earn- 
ings ratio not far out of fine with 
the &3 dividend yield. 

Just how far the group has 
fallen from favour can be 
judged by the steepness of its 
share slide. The price touched 




DEREK 

PAIN 


REGAL HOTEL GROUP 


Few have suffered more tgfc 

than Regal Hotels, rescu rfwnnration, an associate of 
from the graveyard as races- C orp^ Unite d Industries, ac- 


sion gripped the country in the 
early 1990’s. With its colourful 
history Regal represents an 
ideal adventure share for the 
pain portfolio. It should even 
provide a dash ofexeiternent^ 

The nwv^e Regal started exposed as pressure 

with a couple of hotels andbiif fog industry 

sto expanded to- using to ** Mt resort to 

share quote as ammumbonfor ^^Sders for its last deaL It 
acquisitions. It now has more snareno 


counts for 20 per cent and en- 
joys boardroom representation 
It is possible that Regal s 
thirst for shareholders’ cash to 
fond its rapid expansion has 



acquired Country Hotels for 
around £4JL5m through a joint 
venture company into which 
Regal pumped £30m. 

Hotels have enjoyed a love- 
hate relationship with in- 
vestors. Many chains went 
belty-qp in the 1970’s recession 
And in the early part of this 
decade receivers were the na- 
tion’s biggest hotel keepers as 
individual hotels and chains 
failed Country Hotels was once 
part of the near terminal 
Queens Moat Houses, which 
still straggles under a debt 
mountain Regal emerged from 
the first corporate voluntary 
arrangement Resort Hotels 
trashed when skulduggery was 
uncovered 

But such costly days of dis- 
may are over for the country’s 
hoteliers and investors. 'Hie 
way Regal’s management 
dragged it out of bankruptcy 
and then indulged in spectac- 
ular expansion (although it 
possibly overpaid on occasions) 
should auger wefl. 

Management changes 
should ensure a period of con- 
solidation which should mean 
room returns will increase. It 


is also busy exploiting its ban 
health club and restaurant fa- 
cilities anH indul ging in a re- 
branding exercise. Coras is 
the name chosen fra - the hotels. 

Indeed the three year £80m 
rebranding has caused some 
anxiety in the market with 
Charterhouse Tilney fretting 
about the pressure the revamp 
will put on the group’s cash flow. 

Regal's directors thought 
about joining the mflnqgprapnt 
buy out bandwagon last yean 
But talks were abandoned. 
There was also a feeling that 
perhaps the management was 
not the only party interested in 
acquiring the grtwp. ttisfeatthe 
potential corporate raider has 
not completely abandoned take 
over ambitions. 

As the Ladbroke descent on 
Stakis demonstrates, and the 
Whitbread rumours indicate, 
there is room for consolidation 
among the quoted hotel chains. 
With its shares so depressed 
Regal capitalised at nearly 
£85m, could be vulnerable. 

It is, however; a share which 
requires careful monitoring. If 
ft falls below 20p then investors 
should run. 


wto £120j000 


27p 


A DAY 


Friendly Societies 

Having a family is wonderful. They bring 
yon love and happiness. But they also 
bring resjxms&Uities. Far example, have 
yon ever thought how they would cope if 
the worst should happen and yon -re no 
longer there to take care of them? 

There is a simple and affordable way to 
help protect them now and secure peace 
of mind for yonrsell Simply apply for 
the Friendly Assurance Plan from 
Homeowners. 


LIFE COVER 

Surely your family 
isVorth it? 




Guaranteed 
Tkx-Free Payout! 

The Friendly Assurance Plan 
can provide up to £! 20,000 of 
life cover for 10 years. So if 
the worst should happen, your 
loved ones would receive a guaranteed 
tax-free cash payout. What’s more, premiums 
start from £8 a month - that's jusi 27 p a day. A small 
price to pay for your family's financial security. 

Act now and claim your FREE 
Sheaffer pen! 

To find out more about this straightforward, value for 
money Plan, simply call free on 0800 210 284 or return 
the coupon. We wfil then send you a specially prepared 
Personal Dlustratian that puts you under no obligation at 
an And to 'hanb ynu for your enquiry well send you a 
FREE Sheaffer Pten. Remember when yon take out covet; 
we'll also give you £15 worth of Maris & Spencer 
Vouchers FREE. 

*This is based on a female non-smoker aged 27. 


Homeowners Friendly Society 


CALL FREE 0800 210 284 NOW 


AND QUOTE REF. CODE BELOW OR RETURN THE COUPON 


YeS, please send me my FREE, no obligation Personal 
Illustration and FREE Sheaffer Pen. 

DUORIUtT - plane caaqdcM *4 datdbn 

Tide (Mr/Mn/Mki/ctc.) Forename 


Quote Ret 
TTD15A 


FREE . 


Surname 


Address 


wheat sw* reply 


PLUS 


Postcode 


Dan of Birth 


Male*0 Female □ 


_Davtunc Phone 

iptajv pJodnui nk> 

Have you med any tobacco products in the last 
12 months; Yes □ No Q 

No. of adds in household. 



WtJRUt US- * 

When you 
start jwr plan 


Mm3 ifcsrtMjf— aw Homeowners Friendly Sodttg FREEPOST KEA 4568, Haoygat g. HG2 7BR 
HomrOKTOiftenlc 5mm t j mtet l SiptoltefcfaBiBlIisumH tohtm 


Daa PthkiIh An Item oceinaillT |n*m>cramfeiictrt<4|K>Jiu».aU hvkc tammlm, 

’Butorin me n» md m p» ikQ IV IH nnaroJh uhangmnum Hn* 

ratoh pawl <n plew bc* rlrntta LJ 


Ihcac drtmS ** Sjw 
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Why clear aims 


matter more 


than high yields 


THE LAST few weeks of the financial 
year will see a rush for corporate 
bond PEPs, the most popular in- 
vestment for above average income. 

Corporate bond PEPs appeal to 
those nervous about equity prices 
heading down or sideways, or to 
those who have made significant 
profits elsewhere and want to park 
them in a secure, lower-risk home. 

But some experts believe in- 
vestors could be making a mistake 
in the long run. Corporate bonds do 
offer a high and reasonably risk-free 
level of income, but this is unlikely 
to rise much. And they show little 
prospect of high capital growth. 

Over five years or more, equities 
have almost always outperformed 
conventional investments, including 
gilts and company loan stocks. 

“If you want a sensible level of in- 
come that will grow year on year, 
then you should consider income 
funds," says John Irons, of SG Asset 
Management. “Corporate bond 
funds are fine if all you want is im- 
mediate income. But investors 
should stop being drawn by the ad- 
vertised high yields and think about 
their real aims and objectives." 

SG Asset Management has re- 
cently launched the SocGen UK In- 
come unit trust its first to be cfirectty 
run by Nicola Horiick. She heads the 


By tony Lyons 


investment arm and is one ctf the best- 
known fund managers in the country. 

“Mfe aim to yield betwe en 10 a nd 
20 per cent more than the FTSE All 
Share, the most widely based stock 
market index," says John Irons. 
“We aim to grow this every year 
while showing a better rate of cap- 
ital growth than the index.” 

The new fund will have an initial 
yield of around 3.2 per cent much 
lower than that available with cor- 
porate bonds. Here, the mainstream 
funds that buy investment rated 
company loan stocks issued by the 
UK's leading companies are yield- 
ing around G or 7 per cent 
Some PEPS with hi g h income 
rates of more than 7 per cent are also 
on offer but they invest in sub- 
investment grade stock. These are 
issued by companies seen to be high- 
er risk and need to pay higher rates 
to attract money. Their prospects 
may improve, but there is always a 
fear that one may default 
Corporate bonds are investing in 
fixed-interest stock. They usually 
have portfolios of various types of 
corporate loans and, sometimes, 
government-issued gilt-edged stock. 
If a company issues stock to be re- 
paid in 2025 with a coupon of 7 per 


cent, it will pay holders £7 for every 
£100 they invest until it repays the 
loan. If inflation fells, the value of this 
feed interest stock is more attrac- 
tive and its trading price is likely to 
go up. If inflation rises, the price is 
likely to fall. At current inflation 
levels, the prospects are low for any 1 
significant capital growth. 

In equities, the value of a com- 
pany’s ordinary shares depends on 
several factors, the most impor- - 
tant being its prospects. The better 
its prospects, the more demand 
there is for its shares and the high- 
er they will rise. Income fond man- 
agers hope to increase their payouts 
fay more than the rate of inflation. 
Th is is unKlw the income from a cor- 
porate bond, which is relatively 
feed and will therefore be reduced 
in value by the rate of inflation. 

Jason Hollands, of BESt Invest- 
ment, a firm of independent finan- 
cial advisers, says: “If you want to 
maximise your income, choose cor- 
porate bonds. But if you want a mix- 
ture of a rising income and capital 
growth, there is still a strong case 
for buying income funds that invest 
in good quality equities." 

The Independent* has publis hed a, 
free 28-page Guide to PEPs. The 
gindesponsoredbyScc^ti^Wida^ 
is ava&ableby calling 0345 678910. 



A profit 
can be 
found in 
morality 


Rv IAIN MORSE 
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The Best Income Funds 


Mainstream Corporate Bond 
PEPS 

CGU PPT Monthly Income Plus 
(tel: 0181-686 9818) mm 
investment £5,000, 4% initial 
charge, 1 .25% annual charge; 
Legal & General (01222 448412) 
min £1.000, no initial charge, 
0.5% annual charge; MSG 
Corporate Bond (01245 
390390) - min £1.000, no initial 
charge, 1 % annual charge, exit 
fees 


Fidelity Extra Income (tel 0800 
4 1 411 0) - min investment 
£1.000, 3.25% initial charge. 

1 .25% annual charge; MSG 
High Yield Corporate Bond 
(01222 448412) -min £1,000, 
no initial charge, 1 .25% annual 
charge, exit fees if cashed In 
within five years 


Corporate Bond Funds 
investing In sub-investment 
rated stock - higher risk 


Equity and Income Funds 

BWD Rensburg Equity Income 
(0113 245 4488) min 
Investment £500. 4.5% Initial 
charge, 1 .5% annual charge; 
Jupiter Income (0500 050098) 
min £500, 5% initial charge. 


1 .5% annual charge: 

Newton Income (0800 614330) 
min investment £1 ,000. 6% 
initial charge. 1.25% annual 
charge: Soc Gen UK Income 
(0808 100 254368) -min 
£1 ,000, 5.25% Initial charge, 
1.5% annual charge; Newton 
Income (0800 614330) - min 
investment £1 ,000, 6% initial 
charge, 1 .25% annual charge 


Selected by the independent 
advisers BESt Investment 
(0171-321 0100): and Pretty 
Technical Services ( 0171-377 
5754). 


Ethical investment to clean up pollution can bring investors more than a moral reward 



The Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 




Transfer 


■ 




L r a ! 

^w^ v l 


Transfer your existing PEPs into the low cost All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP that has performed the best*. 


.lust Like a look at the table 
below. Perform. ince consistently 


Trucking PEP at launch would 
now be worth iS7,415> 


this good is a strong argument 
lor transferring your existing 
PEPs into die Legal General 
I mlex -Tracking PEP. 


Better still we will let you transfer 
for free’ - so that all of your 
money is invested from the outset 
to maximise your growth potential. 


In fact .i^O.OOO transferred into 
the Lecal it General Index- 




And with an annual management 
fee of just 0.5” i- you're sure to 
enjoy great value for money. 


Annual 

MMutcmriu 

Charge 


LrRal A General (U 


Index -Tracking PEP 


0.50% 74.83% S 


i Dradacr RCM 
| UKiikfca 


UMtrk Tracker 


j Vlfylii 
[Growth 


MHW* T0.14S I 


Transferring your existing PEPs 
will not affect your 
PEP allocation for 
the year - leading you free, if you 
wish, to invest any unused part of 
your £6,000 general PEP allowance 
in the All-Share Index-Tracking 
PEP that has performed the best*. 


'• e lii.' ' 
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Now 


Take advantage of Legal & General’s 
low charges -Transfer Now 
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Ypp I would like more information about the Legal ft General Index-Tracking PEP. 
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THE IDEA of avoiding harm and 
doing good with our money is ap- 
pealing and explains the success of 
ethical and ecological funds in at- 
tracting cash from investors at twice 

the rate of rival sectors. 

The key question is whether being 
moral with money bears a financi al 
cost The evidence suggests tills 
need not be the case. 

Retail inves tme nts like unit trusts 
fail into categories; well-known ex- 
amples include UK equity growth or 
smaller companies. Ethical and eco- 
logical funds can differ widely in the 
way they are run, and the type of 
shares and related assets they own. 
NFI's Global Care Growth, and 
Lloyd's TSB's Environmental In- 
vestor funds illustrate this point 

NPTs fund controls assets of 
around £9€m, split among 130 sepa- 
rate holdings. Small- and medium- 
sized compaqy shares each account 

for 30 per cent of fond value, with the 
remafoderin large company shares. 

Lloyds' TSB's Environmental In- 
vestor fund is smaller; with current 
assets of £24m split among 50 share- 
holdings in British firms. Of these 
only 10 per cent are in small com- 
panies,^ per cent in medium and the 
remainder in large firms. 

Comparing investment perfor- 
mance in the ethical sector with that 
of th e nan-ethical sectors needs care. 
Over the last 12 months NPrs fund 
has risen in value by 13.96 per cent, 
and Lloyds TSB's 12-39 per cent The 
ethical sector has, on average, fall- 
en in value by 1.61 per cent 

This sounds poor, until the sector 
is compared to others. Over the 
stmiiar period, UK growth funds, 
mainly holding shares in large firms, 

gave an average return of 12 per cent 
More importantly the UK smaller 
companies sector fell by an average 
of 14 per cent 

Critics can still argue that the re- 
turns on these actively managed 
funds lag those of the FTSE All 
Share index. But last year NPI 
launched an ethical “tracker” index 
fund designed to replicate move- 
ments on the AH Share Index. From 
its launch on the 1 July to 30 Janu- 
ary, the fund grew by 1.87 per cent, 
while over the similar period the All 
Share Index foil by 1.73 pa- cent 
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LliK T\Sl RANCH 


BUST BORROW l-RS RaTKS 



INSTANT access branch acounts 


j Monthly dumdums for £150,000 sun assured for 25 yean, rain snorters 

MEN WOMEN 

Tesco 
Wootaefa 
Maas’ BS 

itLcPioif ACCS BBT 

0845 7104010 Tesco Savings 
l«00 2222QQ CaniSswr " 

BOTICE 

era ram 

Instant 

Instant 

BEPOttT 

£1 

£50 

* % 
aau m 

450% 450% 
4.75% 4.75% 

iktcrebt 

nm 

YTy 

YV 

MEM 

M&SFS* 

Eagle Star Dhect 
Scottish Prorideat 

14.60 

15.59 

16.14 

1UH 

M&SFS* 

Eagle Star Direct 
EBraBta 

9.65 

11.75 

11.77 

iTmf7 instant 

UMa 333333 Mis; ESS 

2500 

£500 

455% 4.91% 
525% 525% 

172Y1y 

JH 

Zurich 

mas 

M&SFS* 

mi9 

2225 

Eqattaue 

AIC tl 
M&SFS* 

12.01 

14.75 

Egg 

StandanllifeBaiA 

Sua Bank 

— r “ m ivnc AL-l. 

0845 6000292 Sarin™ 

1045 555B57 KrertAcceaT 

-UU1M3 

Ptisi/Plwne 

Telephone 

- INU INUTILE 
£1 &50% 6.50% 

£1 5.85% 5.85% 

JH 

Jtt 

Eagle Star Direct 
Zurich 
Swiss Life* 

22.73 

23.93 

23.10 

Scsttish Vfetous 
Legal & Benetal 
Eagle Star [Brest 

15.50 

15.60 

16.00 

Sataway 

U800 995995 Direct Savings 

Post 

Ftet/Phone 

£500 

£1,000 

6D0% 6.00% 
620% 620% 

Yly 

J3x 

me n 

Pnanaeat 

Subs Lie* 

35.43 

35.46 

UE 40 

Eagle Star Direct 
M&SFS* 

23.84 
23 SO 

Chelsea BS 
Scatbmmgh BS 
Standard life Rwk 

t i\-l AINU BONDS 

~ P^ 00 , 272505 WSWel 30 30 Day fP) £5,000 625% 625% 

— gi7235006T6 40 Day Access 40Dav £ 1.000 6£5% 6.65% 

ja 

JH 

Zorich 

ocotusn ntmacHt 

MC«5 

35.57 

3529 

Pewiamuii 

Vtigta 

AIE4S 

24.41 | 

2525 

Legal & Genual Bank 

0500111200 90 Direct 

sooavm 
90 Day IB] 

£1 

£10.000 

555% 5.95% 
6.65% 6.65% 

JH 

Yly 

Permanent 

M&SFS* 

■* ■ — - » ■ — » 

SCOulSO PrOVUUm 

55.12 

57.50 

58.08 

Pmanent 

VBrin 

AfiedBerior* 

33.20 

37.11 

3727 


onbvjUE ACCOUNTS 



Standard LA 

5824 

Eagle Star Kreet 

3737 


UUdO RICA 

None 

£1.000 

4.75% 4.75% 

Yly 

MEM 


ABE SB 


AUC Baade 

01814472040 MCA 

bistort 

£5.000 

525% 5.35% 

fflv 

Permanent 

02.40 

Permanent 

50.60 

Leeds & Holbeck BS 

0800 0728738 Afton Cteaut “ 

instant 

£5.000 

5.75% 5-75% 

Yly 

■onrich Umaa 

93-90 

ASed Dubai* 

54.52 

Chelsea BS 

0800 429429 Classic Postal 

Instant 

£10.000 

425% 425% 

Yly 

Standard Ufe 

9325 

Scottish PnnUut 

58.68 







Scottish Prarideat 

96.33 

Canada Lite 

5825 

Bristol ft West 

FIXED RATE BONDS 
01179792222 DooUe Guarantee 18iL99 

£5.000 

5.55W 555% 

YW 

Source: Tterm Direct 

First Active 

0845 6013572 Gmtd wtodfaD 

t rear 
2 Year 

£2.001 

£1.000 

5.50%F 5.50% 
6JW56F 6.00% 

DM 

Yly 



Hinckley & Rugby BS 

0800 774499 Fixed Rate burl 

5 Year 

£5.000 

5.75%F 5.75% 

Yly 



SMptanBS 

FIRST TESSAS 
0345171777 5Vtar 

£3.000 

7.40% 7.40% 

Yly ■ 


LEVEL 

SINGLE LIFE 


Legal & General Bank 

0500111200 

5 rear 

£ 3.000 

7.10% 7.10% 

Yly 

Sun Ufa 

7.648 

8,609 

10.373 

SABA for over 517s 

0800300555 

5 Year 

£3.000 

7.10% -7.10% 

Yly 

Friends PravhieBt 

7,670 

8,756 

10230 

PrinopaffiyBS 

01222 344188 

5 Year 

£2,500 

6.95% 625% 

Yly 

Legal & General 

7.646 

8,728 

10.099 

SAGAta over 50’s 

FOLLOW ON TESSAS 




Canada life 

FEW LI n 

6,927 

FEBAIE <9 

7.749 

FEMAIE IB 

8.926 

0800 300555 

5 Year 

£3.000 

7.10% 7.10% 

Yly 

- • ** V ■ -« 

nicuiM nunuem 

6.918 

7.722 

8.872 

Legal & General Bank 

0500111200 

5 Year 

£9,000 

7.10% 7.10% 

Yly 

Son Life 

6,796 

7,647 

8.859 

Investec Bank (UK) 

0171 5974131 

5 Year 

£9,000 

7.10% 7.10% 

Yly 





Barclays Bask 

0800 400100 

5 Year 

£9.000 

7.00% 7.00% 

Yly 






OFFSHORE ACCOUNTS f GROSS'! 



Sea Life 

KM ux. as 

6270 

FEMALE M 

7.051 

FEMAU E5 

7.987 

Partmao Channel tslamts 

01481 822747 Instant G 

None 

£5.000 

620% 620% 

YV . 

Canada Ufa 

6.422 

7,041 

7.897 | 

Irish Permanent flOtfl 

01624 676726 Offshore 30 

30 Day 

£10,000 

Em 6-50% 

YV 

rne—a novuieiR 

6.421 

'7.016 

7,832 

Cheshire Guernsey Ltd 

01481 726885 Offshore 60 

60 Day 

£10.000 

6.60% 6.60% 

Yly 





Affiances Leicester total 01624 663566 Notice 180 

180 Day 

ESQjQOO 

7.15% 7.15% 

Yly 

l INUt.X-LINK.hU 


GE Financial Assurance 

GUARANTEED INCOME BONDS (NET) 

0181 3803386 liter £20.000 4.15%RV 

YV 

Sun life 

SINGLE LIFE 

■ALE M MUSE 

5.568 6,731 

■Alf 70 

8.303 

CooRbyoUe Assared 

0800 838020 

2 Year 

£10,000 

4D0%m 

Yly 

Prudential 

5,696 

6,662 

7.983 

CaentayiiUe Assnred 

0800 838020 

3 Year 

£10.000 

4.00%™ 

Yly 

Legal & General 

5544 

6,641 

8.054 

Ptoude tasaraace 

0181 2079007 

4 Year 

£10.000 

420%FN 

Yfy 


FEMAIE 80 

FUMIf U 

rEIUU 7t 

CoustiYdde Assared 

0800838020 




Yly 






















NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNTS (GROSS) 
nvEsmarr accounts i Month £20 3 ^ 5 % 


EanNahbUe 

4.939 

5,673 

6,697 

YIV 

f JOINT LIFE. 2/3 WIDOWS BENEFIT ) 




£500 

4.10% 

Y|y 




■ALE IB 




£ 2.500 

420%- 

Yly 

Predeetia! 

4,624 

5205 

5.9 67 




£5,000 

420% 

Yly 

Eautafale Life 

4.554 

5.149 

5,955 




£10.000 

4.50% 

viy 

Son Life 

4278 

4.973 

T917 




£25,000 

4.75% 

Yly. . 






£50,000 

525% 

Yly 




J S 

lacotffi BONDS «Le.f 13/3/Sfl 

3 Month 

£2.000 

525% 

My 





£25.000 

5m 

M 




CAPITAL BONDS Series 0 


5 Year 

£100 

425%F 

OM 

hmmit rasa 

Tin FT 
TXEU,* 

■in m bhaici 
• unit * 

ANNEAL 

FEE.* 

FIRST OPTION BONDS 


12 Month 

£1,000 

4.75%F 

Yly_ 





£20,000 

5.00%F 

Yly 


L/IYt Otli) 






m '425 

125 

JkUBBdh 4m F H BVIW 


5 Yfear 

£500 

425XF 

My 





jean 8.00 

IM 3.75 

1.00 

49th ISSUE (tax free) 


5 Year 

£100 

325%F 

0M 



MSG Hash Yield 953 

L/M M 

125 



5 Yfear 

£100 

1.65%F + 
inflation 

0M 


Schraders Hiflti YreJd 7.00 

L 3.25 

1.00 








m 5.00 

1.00 

CHILDRENS BOND bom M (tax free) 

5 Year 

£25 

4.25%F 

0M 


{ Legal & Gen Corp Bond 625 

L Nl 

0-50 







I SaveS Pres High 

Inc 6.16 

L N9 

0.75 

AER ^Annual Equivjient Rflte. B-Operated byprejiytdffiefftcra Fg Fixed rate tall oUaeiyatCT-R)&yartab^. 

CM » Interest oakt on roatunft.P^Qperaleri to ' ~~ - 

■ .adrift,: MoneybUr 6.17-.. 

l NB 

0.70 

«het 'G.'QO -•> 

-t~- 'Ml. 

-0.70 

Please check all rates and terms before investing. AD rates (except Guaranteed Income Bonds) *re shown pass. 


MAM High Yield 6.13 

L/M 225 

1.00 

Figure* compiled ok Cnd Ft binary X&99 



Source: MoneyFfccts 

Baton Fftht Value Bond 4.97 L Nl 0.65 

Source: Barronsworth Investment Services 


MORTGAGES 

FIXED RATES - WITHOUT REDEMPTION TIE-IN 


TEttPBHE BATZ FERIDB HU PEE INCENTIVE BESEMPTION 

UT KRAUT 


BattanrideBS 

0800302010 5.39% 

2yeas. 

90% 

£95 

Refund ol valuation lee 
-no IMP 

isJSyis 43 morSB Herea 

Leeds & Holbeck BS0800 0725726 4.99% 

1.5.02 

90% 

£295 


More 

WtttBUMwicb BS 0121 5606404 525% 

30.4.04 

95% 

£295 

Free ASUfor l ymar 

1 st 5^5*0) sum repaid 


FIXED RATES - WITH REDEMPTION TIE-IN 

Northern Rock 

0845 6050500 3.49% 

01.4.01 

95% 

£295 

free ASUfor 6 moaftsa Art® Up la Gyn 6-3* o> sun rep 





to 90% -no MP 

■ad 

ScnboraogbBS 

0990133149 3m 

3 years 

■95% 

£295 

- 

19 6 yoars s% a sun repad 

Norwich &Pbon 

01733 362636 4.99% 

4 years 

85% 

£295 


135 in Siwnns lesest 



CAPPED RATES 


Bristol & West 

0800110955 4m 

01.4.01 

90% 

£295 

Advances up n> 85% 
-no (UP) 

IO 31 3 W: 4 5% rf sum repld 

Hanley EcnBS 

01702255150 425% 

31.1.02 

95% 

£295 


19 Svrs JM days ntorea 

Scaritanugh BS 

0990 133149 5.65% 

A years 

95% 

£295 


19 4 vis 5% ot sun icsnU 


FIRST-TIME BUYERS VARIABLE UNLESS SHOWN) 

Coventry BS 0345 665522 3.55%R 31.5.0T 95% £295 Aftsioionn-noMF toaisw 


Scarborough BS 

0990 133149 420% 3 years 95% - 

□UOasti rebate 

I95vkds 80r%DfU*n 
repaid and refute recTd 

DerttyshfaeBS 

01332 841000 5.40%R 5 yeas 95% E125 

£250 rebate, (ee refunded 
& up to SO* -no UP 

(moGstoi end a) irenh 

Rortlieni Rack 

VARIABLE DISCOUNTED RATES 

0845 6050500 320% 01.04.01 95% - Rrtmraraiwnnsfft* I36^s 5J*mamiqssd 

ASUSupto90*-noMP 

West Brpmwicb BS 0121 5806404 4.45%fl 3 years 85% £295 

£250 rebate, tree UP 8 
free ASU tor l war 

13 5 years 5* nl stm repaid 

Hafifax 

0800 203049 4.95% 30.4.04 90% - 

No MP & reiregs free vakunlofitD 30 4 OC J-VV of advance 
& legal lees 

Northern Rock 

UNSECURED PERSONAL LOANS 

APA FIX El UBaTHLT PAVIUNT Ol M.BPO FOB 1 TEAM 

0345 421421 9^%H With Insurance 182.37 No insurance £165 44 

Phone A Loan 

(UnUhe Bask) 

0800 1386898 11.9% With Insurance 

183.40 

No insurance £164.61 

Direct line 

0181 6809966 122% 0 Wah Insurance 

16224 

No insurance £16522 

OVERDRAFTS 

ACCBNNT AUTHMIIEB 

\rn A PA 

Affiance & Leicester 0500 959595 Alliance 0.95% 12.00% 


NNADTBBHISEN 
*PN APR 

220% 29.8% 

■attonrideBS 

0500302010 Rexaccount 0.97% 

1220% 


2.10% 28.3% 

Abbey National 

0800 731 7774 Bank 1.05% 

13.40% 


2.20% 29.9% 


CARDS 

STANDARD 


CtMtperative Bask 

TELEPHONE 

0800126000 

CANS 

m 

Advantage Visa 

RATE 

Xf* 

0.48% N 

APR 

% 

5.90% N 

FEE 

H 

Ni 

miEAEET 
FREE FEXIDB 

Odays 

MIR 

OfTCOME 

People’s Bank Cnuocficat 0500 551055 

Mastercard/ Visa 

6.56% N 

6.90% N 

ND 

56 days 


BBS Adnata 

0800 077770 

Visa 

0.565% N 

6.90% N 

m 

56 days 


Co-operative Bank 

0800 404070 

GOLD CARDS 

Base Rate Visa 0.4583% 

10.04% 

£120 46 days 

£20K 

Co-operative Bank 

0800 126000 

Adv Gold Visa 

0.48% N 

5.90% N 


Odays 

£20K 

People's Bank Comecticot 0500551055 

Mastercard /Visa 0-56% N 

6.90% N 

Nl 

56 ifays 

£20K 

JataiUns 

Via Store 

STORE CARDS 

FATKEIT AT BISECT BEIIT 
%P3 %APN 

1.39% 18.0% 

PATH E ST RT NTS El HETMBBS 
%PK XAPH 

1.39% 18.0% 

Marks & Spencer 

01244681681 

1.93% 

25.7% 

1.99% 

26.7% 


IMS 

Via Store 

1.95% 

26.0% 

2.15% 

29.0% 



ASUa.Acori pfti . sirfcn esa and u mg nplq yui enl. insurance. and co o ten ts inanrance eotn^giri of month. 

D= Mkauramage Jtt years. H-If no insurance arranged AML N-lntrodueBry rale far a Emiled period. R<= Rate -wrf 

lASS. U^UnempIqynieni insurance. MII^Min-tgage Indemnity premhaB. AD rates subject to change without notice Please 
check aflnriaa before b u rrowing. 

Flgnres compRed ok Z*ad tebrnary IBM Source: MoneyRlCtS 


Unit trusts 


Investment Trusts 


BEST PERFORMING 

OVER ONE YEAR 

Lump. Cash kilt £1.000.00. Ofi-Bid, Net Income 


Ull OBIT TRRST/REIC 


CUB 

1.706.51 


2 

Baring GeraiM Growth 


1.576.15 

3 

INVESCO 6T Empean Gmrth 


1.421.99 

4 

AberdceaPrri IbchMtogy 


1.370.17 

5 

TO European 


1,367.34 


WORST PERFORMING 


1532 

Gwetl Latin America 


526.45 

1533 

EffiBbwijb Latin American Cl B 


506.31 

1534 

EffintMrgb Lati* American Cl A 


503.87 

1535 

perpetual Latin American Bth 


493.88 

1536 

Scat Widows Latin American 
MeanfCeut 

••• 48421 
994^42/1536 


BEST PERFORMING 
OVER THREE YEARS 


RANI 

1 

■HIT TAtUTVOEICS 
Fidelity American 


CASH 

2.450.76 

?. 

INVESCO GT Earenean Srowttt 


2.343.10 

3 

TO Enropeau 


2.320.03 

4 

JHoiter UK Growth Exempt 


2.1B5.56 

5 

Baring German Growth 

WORST PERFORMING 

2.148.03 

1359 

M&6 Gold 


377.59 

H3W 

Baring Eastern 


361.53 

1361 

Lazanf Pacific Growth 


352.64 

1362 

S&P Grid & Exploration 


247.19 

212.11 


Mean/Cmmt 1^5*0^6/1363 

BEST PERFORMING 

OVER FIVE STARS 

NARK 

1 

■HIT TRNITlBEICl 
RdeBtv American 


CAIN 

3.25059 

3.230.36 

2 

3 

AberdeenPrd Technoltwy 


31207.04 

4 

invESCQ BT Enronean Growth . 


2.982.48 

5 

Edtohnrgh North American Cl B 

WORST PERFORMING 

2.965.63 

1134 

ErtipharqJi Latin American Cl B 


329.73 

1135 



32B.14 

113fi 

S&P Gold & Exotoratiira — 


306.96 

1137 

S&P Korea 


37.65 

1138 

DM Motgai TbaftnO 



248.63 


Meatt/Ctnat 

BEST PERFORMING 
OVER TEN \"EARS 

BARI 

fc 

■HIT TRHITiDEICI 

AhenteenPral Techariagf 


BASH 

9.499.35 

2 

GA Bortti American Gnwrtn 


8.454.78 
7.471.93 _ 

4 



7.097.80 

5 

Effiebmgh North American Cl B 

WORST PERFORMING 

7.044.72 

758 

Hamtason 4a nan SmaHer Cos 

— 

527.49 

500-41 

*59 

iW 

HSBC Janag index 

1MVHSCO Japanese Gib — 


485.65 

761 

M&G Japan 


434.67 

359.17 



2,708 JI5/7BZ 


Source: Standard & Poors/MIcropal 


FIDELITY 
AMERICAN 

Best unB trust over one year 



F MAMJ JAS0N0JF 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 
LATIN AMERICA 
Worst unit BuS over one yew 
107-5 ■ 



FMAMJ JASONDJ F 


FIDELITY 
AMERICAN 
Best unll trust over flw years 
380 280 



94 95 96 97 98 99 



BANK 

1 . - 

BEST PERFORMING 

OVER ONE YEAR 

Lump, Cash bri £1,000, mkJ-mkJ, Not Income 

INVESTMENT TRUST CASH 

BMianSmffiGesWIs- ' 2.47&2B 

2 

GartRAsre European Wts 

2,042^5 

3 

Dartmoor Wts 

1,945.95 

4 

J. Fry UtBRies Otd (2003) 

1,812.10 

5 

J. Fry Euro Dffl Old (2004) 

1.61725 


WORST PERFORMING 

499 

Ttea Haatatiims HRs 

164.16 

500 

JUtaatis Japaa Growtt Wts 

158.99 

501 

First tassian Frontiers Wts 

134.62 

502 

GeBbri Eoropean BOt Ws 

51 2B 

503 . 

Itaring Japanese Wts _ 

: 7.44 


Heau/Coant 

957.78/503 


BEST PERFORMING 


OX'ER THREE YEARS 


BARI 

IRVESTWERT TRBTT 

cash 

1 

Ftetaag tac & GUt-Cnp (2f»0)W 

8,10526 

2 

SB Paoh-Enrepean Wts 

5,888.89 

3 

Japiter Extra lac Wts 

5250.00 

4 

Jen - Cap (2004) 

4.680.00 

5 

BartmurWIs 

4^00.00 


WORST PERFORMING 

419 

Aberdeen lew Dawn B Wts 

6224 

420 

Pacific Assets Wts 

43.01 

421 

Central European Gth Wts 

34.48 

422 

Aberden New Dawn C Wts 

1923 

423 

Firming Japanese Wts 

0.78 


Hean/Coont 

1,272.12/423 


BEST PERFORMING 


OVER FIVE YEARS 


■ARB 

imBTMERr TRUST 

CASH 

1 ..r- 

- Ftamtagtu Real-Cap (1999) 

4.771.13 

2 

For & Cel Enterprise 

3,987.88 

3 

Jure -Cap (2004) 

3.66259 

4 

Japiter Primaduta Growth 

3.124.49 

5 

Renderses Emotrast-Ord (2002) 

2,986.45 


WORST PERFORMING 

296 

Aberdeen New Dawn B Wts 

63.03 

297 

Haulersaa Japaaese Sml Ce Wts 

57.43 

298 

EdfntoHgh Java WS 

40 

299 

Perpetnri Japanese Wts 

37.16 

300 ; 

■ (loatag Japanese Wi$ 

0.66 


hlean/Cwet 



BEST PERFORMING 


OVER TEN YEARS 


■ARK 

IRIESTIIIVT TRUST 

CASH 

1 

For & Col Edaprtsd 

10,383.82 

2 

FramUngten Deal-Cap (1999) 

7.359.31 

3 

Caottover 

6.980.79 

4 

ffigbts & issaes-lpc (2001) 

6,038.44 

5 

Hendemn Amer Cap & lee Wts 

6,000.00 


WORST PERFORMING 

115 

For & Col Emerging Markets 

737.1 

116 

Baffin Gfilerd SUn ffippea 

656.91 

117 

Tnist of Property Shares 

638.67 

118 

Korea-Enrope Fond 

411.73 

119 

nvESco Enterprise 

324.79 


■eas/Coant 3,064-30/119 


Source: Standard &P»ors/MicropaI 
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BEST PERFORMING UNIT TRUSTS 




* Lump, Cash fnit El ,000.00. Off-Bid. GBR Net income 





OWE TEAR 

FIVE YEAR 



] RAM AMERICAS BRIT TRUST UOEICS 

CAIR 

AMERICA! RUT THBITWOEICS 

CUM 

RAM 

1 

Rde&ty Americas 

1.70651 

Felelft American 

3.250.99 

1 

2 

Franfingtan American Growth 

1.332.77 

GA North American Growth 

323026 

2 

3 

Edrimigh North American Cl B 

1289.07 

Etfintongh North American Cl B 

2.965.63 

3 

4 

BButoegh Nertt American Cl A 

128626 

Bfinbwgh Herth America Cl A 

2.959.17 

4 

5 

itoeadKedto American Gth 2 

1,275.32 

Wefity America Special Sts 

2.671.03 

5 


WORST PERFORMING UNIT TRUSTS 





ONE YEAH 

FIVE YEAR 



1 RANK AH El ICAR UNIT TFOITUoeiCS 

CASH 

AMERICAS DNITTRBlTV/DEieS 

CASH 

BARI 

111 

HflJ Samuel US Smaller Cos 

795-99 

Murray Americas Growth 

1225.89 

103 

1 112 Ueyds Baric N Am Set Cos & Bee 792-59 

Lteyds Bank H Am Sv Gas & Bee 1 223.96 

104 

113 Baring American Smaller Cos 

792.46 

Baring America Smaller Ces 

1.021.15 

105 

114 SdiToder tost OS SraaBer Ces 

791.55 

CF Bio-M 

1,000.46 

106 

115 Bovett American Strategy 

657.05 

Gavett Americas Strategy 

931.7 

107 

Meaa/Cmmt 1JI70.16/115 

Mean/Ceut 

1.983.69 

107 


BEST PERFORMING INVESTMENT TRUSTS 



Lump sum. % change, trad-price to mid-price 





QBE YEAR 

FIVE TEAR 



■ARK ABERICAR IRVEIT1IERT TBDSTS 

% CHE 

AMERICAN niEITWERT TIB STS 

MCRS 

RARR 

1 

Etfiriwgh US Trtdter 

27.71 

Edhtongb IIS 1 rocker 

114.95 

1 

2 

Renaissance IIS Growth S Inc 

15.67 

Ffemtog American 

88.33 

2 

3 

Fleming American 

13.34 

North Atiantic SmaHer Cos 

50.00 

3 

4 

IBSmritarCas 

3.30 

IIS SmaBer Ces 

48.75 

4 


WORST PERFORMING INVESTMENT TRUSTS 




ONE TEAR 

FIVE YEAR 



BARK AMERICAS nVEClMEXT TRISTS 

x cm 

AMERICA! WTEXTMERT IRISH 

1 CNC 

RAM 

5 

For & Col US Smaller Cos 

-3.10 

Fbr & Col DS Smaller Cos 

34.33 

5 

6 

American Opportunity 

*12.19 

American Opportunity 

30.34 

6 

7 

North Atlantic SmaBer Cos 

■22.14 




1 Hean/Count 

3-23/7 


61.12/G 


_ 



Source: Standard & Poors/IVDcropal 
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Bradford 

11% 

10.000 

191 

6.09 

BiatNmd 

13 

10.000 

. 214 

6.07 

Britannia 

13 

1.000 

208 

625 

Coventry 

12% 

1.000 

198 

6.12 

Leeds G Ibdbeek 

13fc 

1.000 

210 

627 

Newcastle 

-JS%- 

1.000 

179 

6.01 

Newcastte 

13% 

1.000 

210 

6.01 

Skjpton 

12 7 A 

1,000 

224 

5.75 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


ACCOUNTANCY, FINANCIAL, BANKING 


HUC: 0171 293 2505 


LEADING INVESTMENT BANK 


INTERNATIONAL 
PRIVATE BANKING 


London 


Excellent Package 


This leading international investment bank operates on a global basis in 
60 countries. it offers a lull range of investment banking acuities inducing 
Equity. Fued Income. Corporate Finance. Corporate Banking, Asset 
Management and Securities Services. 

As part of its strategy m private bankmg.it e strengthening its London presence, 
rwuiung m a vacancy arising Tor an experienced relationship manager to work 
on dent relationships « Pakistan. The position is based in London with dose 
liaison with the Market Manager for that region. 

The successful candidate will possess 

• Extensive knowledge of the Pakistani private client market and its potential 
client base 

• A minimum of live yea is' experience m dealing with high net -worth clients 
on behalf of a reputed Internationa] bank 

• Strong relationships, sales and client account management experience 

• Good understanding of taking and financial products and practices of the 
target group in Pakistan and the UK 

• Proven trad record of understanding customer preferences on investment 
and behavioural expectations of the high net-worth individuals of 
P.ikistam origin 

• MBA essential 

• Sound knowledge of asset and liability products m Pakistan, the US and UK 
would be distinctly advantageous. 

A detailed CV and covering letter should be 
addressed to our consultant Mrs D BaJey 
at GMBM Response Management Services. 

Landseer House. I* 9 Owing Cross Road. 

London WC2H OES. 



GMBM 

RESPONSE 

MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES 


A division of GMBM Advertising and Research 


r 


Deputy Chief Probation Officer 


Salary: £40,503 to £44304 Plus PRP 


Lancashire Probation Service’s new Deputy Chief Probation Officer will 
be expected to make a major contribution to the continued development of 
a large and forward-looking probation service with a commitment to 
excellence. 


He or she will have a key role in implementing effective services for die 
community, courts and wider justice system at a time of particular 
opportunity and challenge. The successful candidate will. be committed to 
a multi-disciplinary approach, able to motivate staff and to ensure their 
accountability for meeting the Service’s objectives. 


A proven record at senior management level in a probation service or other 
comparable organisation and excellent leadership abilities- will be 
essential. 


Application forms and an information pack can be obtained from the 
Secretary, Lancashire Probation Committee, PO Box 78, County Hall, 
Preston PRl 8XJ (or by telephone from Linda Wilson bn 01772 263418). 

The closing date for applications is Tuesday 9th March 1999. 


Informal enquiries should be made to John Crawforth, Chief 
Probation Officer, on 01772 201209, who will be pleased to arrange a 
visit to the area. 


Lancashire 

probation 

servicet 



O 


An Equal Opportunities, 
employer, welcoming 
applications firm all 
investor in people sections of the community. 



NEW IT CAREERS 
WAITING NOW 


Specialists are needed NOW by major companies exhibiting at 
The Independent IT Recruitment Fair 3- 4 March (999 
The New Connaught Rooms, Great Queen Street, London, WG2B 5DA 
3 March 1 1 .00am»7.00pm 4 March 9.00am-6.00pm 






Many companies now use Recruitment fairs to recruit senior people. 


DONT MISS OUT! 


A Fair gives you the chance to check out the people, 

the company and the culture all in one go! 

An informal chat with one of the senior people available will be for more 
effective than simply reading your CV 
just a few hours out of your day could change your career-^and your Bfe! 


Come to The Independent IT Recruitment Fair and 
do something about your career! 


• NO NEED TO PRE-REGISTER • ADMISSION FREE 


NEW! Bring your CV in a word document on disk and we w£B distribute it to 
all exhibitors via the Internet on your behalf FREE! 


YTHE INDEPENDENT 


For further details about exhibiting call 0171 323 4409/4504 


A leading International Investment Bank requires an 

Associate/Director 


Responsible for .high yield operations. The position 
requires an advanced knowledge of fixed income finance 
with specific background in high yield, emerging markets 
and M&A Applicants should possess: 

• Finance/Economics Degree 

. .. • At least 4-6 years investment banking experience 
at a major wall Street/dty film with demonstrated 
trade record in multiple transactions 

• Multiple European Languages 

• Extensive knowledge of fixed income operations 

Please forward CV's to PO Box 13002 
Independent Newspaper, One Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London El 4 5DL 


INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT BANK 

Requires 

CORPORATE FINANCE ASSOCIATE 
Responsibilites will include providing expert 
coverage, advice and guidance on M&A 
related work. The successful candidate 
will have a minimum relevant degree coupled 
with at least 3/5 years directly relevant 
M&A experience. 

The salary offered is commensurate with 
experience. If you possess the skills required 
for this position, please send your CV to PO 
Box 21015A, Islington N12 2KQ. 


INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT BANK 

requires A VICE PRESIDENT to work within the 

GLOBAL FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
DEPAJKTMENT 


Responsibilities will include managing foreign exchange 
sales, developing and marketing Forex based financial 
products. and account management The successful 
candidate will possess a mmimnm degree level education 
with at least. 2/4 years finance industry expertise. 

The salary offered is commensurate with experience. 


If you possess the- skills required for this position, 
. please send your CV to 
P.O. Box 21015B, Islington, London N1 2XQ 


Company Lawyer 


SwukdSurny bonktn (circa E3S k) 
Bomtap a plc')B the parent of an 


ipCMfyi 


on tbftdBdp^d o vql y iwrit mantjfetAWimdrnatkrikigc 
■■■■fuca. Cwtamere inOuda taring wgantaaBi 


BlfllWMU 


electronic products. Untomere bicSuSa lowing i 
'such as automotive. ccrapuW, construction and I 
TtekMcarx&ttsac- 

• Ba iquaHfcd saSakr all « irinknun of Mo yon wo* aqKrtam 
»Baiwiiifllireadarwco*Mii*l|>»od ro i» i« ri a ion«l(Mi 

« Baap^ilB ofW*fl Malawi hia fc dHntw uu— ri or 

♦ awful, M not trtwiil 
P!me mO jojt CV to- 

Mi Bodtn* Brntapa PIC. Gtfitfi toad. Can**, WMSUaRHIOaHZ 


ACCOUNTSTAX SENIOR 

Ewrifenr prospers for foe right pason 
Iwft fast goring acoourtancy ptaaioej 
in NWS. 

Must huepodd round sn, 
Mounting, auA and oonyuB' Aft. 

Should haw at bast 3 ye* 
aperients in xaxrtancy practice. 
Salary c_Q5,000 pkis profit 

Phone: 0171 433 1513 


Barrister (non-practising) 


Contract & Construction Consultants are 
specialists in the field of construction dispute 
and arbitration. We are currently seeking a ° am J®. 
our existing team in Bristol. The successful can ' , . 

have a solid contract law background, Bar me . 
and be ACIArb qualified. Any experience gained wi^m me 
construction industry a definite advantage. Pre 
given to those with experience of the Far East 
Republic of Ireland. 


Please apply in writing enclosing your CV to: 

Peter McCartney, Managing Director 

Contract & Construction Consultants L/mited 
65 Woodland Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 1UW. 

(The dosing dote for applications is 21 March 1999.) 


LONDON BASED 


GLOBAL PROJECT 
FINANCE SOLICITOR 


We currently have an opening for a Solicitor to join our 
Global Project Finance Group to work on projects in Indian 
and English law in India and elsewhere in the energy and 
telecommunications sectors. 

The successful candidate wilt possess the fo Wowing attributes: 
2-5 years experience in project finance specialising in the 
energy or telecommunications sectors. 

Extensive experience in the Indian legal system. 
Replies to PO Box 13011 
Independent Newspapers 

One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London El 4 5DL 


FINANCIAL 

ACCOUNTANT 


Controller Revisor speaks English, 
German, Spanish is looking for new 
project or permanent assignment in 
Europe or Overseas. 




Phone in Gemany: 
00 49 6181 250330 


To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
BUSINESS 
REVIEW 
team on 
0171 293 2304 . 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 


London Recruitment Fairs 1999 








IT RacruttmMit Fair 
Banking and Accoui 


and Accountancy 

Recruitment Fair 


3-4 March, Connaught Rooms, London . 

14 April, Cabot HaH, Canary Wharf; London 


MKarfcattng and Media 
Recruitment Fair 


12 May, Connaught Rooms, London 


IT Recruitment Fair 
IT Re cr u i t m ent Fair 
IT Recruitment Fair 


26-27 May, Connaught Rooms, London 
8-9 September, Connaught Rooms, London 
2-3 November, Connaught Rooms, London 


For further I n fo r ma ti on about this netting opportunity 
Call Tom Nelson on 0171 323 4469 or Andy Gordon 0171 323 4564 


The Independent Recruitment Fairs are sponsored by 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 


and organised by Independent Magazines (UK) Lid, 
7-9 Rathbone Street, London W1P 1 AF 


A large European Investment Bank is seeking two 
marketing professionals to help build its Central and 
Eastern Europe fixed income and derivatives marketing 
beam. Based in London, both positions will involve 
frequent travel to the region. 


The successful candidates wU be strong team players with 
excellent interpersonal and presentation. Skills and fluency 
in Russian antMor Polish. Knowledge of other European 
languages would also be of benefit The aMity to work 
independently in a demanding environment will be 
essential. Candidates should also possess a relevant 
degree level qualification (masters preferred). 


HEAD OF MARKETING - Centra/ Eastern Europe 
An experienced marketing professional with an excellent 
track record within the emerging markets . financial 
marketplace and experience of marketing high yield bonds 
is required. Strong leadership skills together with an 
entrepreneurial approach is essential for this senior position. 


ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR - Central Eastern Europe 
A marketing professional is required with demonstrable 
experience in originating and executing fixed income and 
equity derivative transactions within emerging markets. A 
strategic understanding of, in particular, Polish market 
together with well established government and 
commercial contacts in that area is essential. 


Applications for either position should be sent, 
in confidence, to: 


Post Box No: BOOS, 

The Independent Classified. 17th Floor, 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London, E14 5DL 


APPOINTMENTS 

DIARY 


Monday 
IT, Science, 
Engineering 


Tuesday 
Media, Marketing, 
Sales 


Wednesday 
Finance, Legal, 
Secretarial 


Thursday 
Education, Graduate 

Sunday 
Public General 
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Give me a stiff drink or I’ll kill my neighbour 


IT COuld only happen to me. Over- 
Wd.to be leaving New York after 
ahellisb week, I bounded on to the 
plane home - and found myself sit- 
next to the odious NeH 

^Long time no see," he said, 
smirkmg. “Ybu missed me?" Look- 
ing at him, shoes kicked off and 
enormous holes in his socks, I 
couldn’t say that I did. 

I remembered all the things I 
loathed about him: his existence, 
ntarnly but not forgetting the back- 
stabbing and arrogance and stu- 
pidity. 

“What do you think?" I replied 
with heavy irony, though sadly not 
heavy enough for Nefl. He just 
smirked and said some thing about 


how I shouldn't be coy and he sup- 
posed the men at my new job 
weren’t up to much. It was going to 
be a long flight 

Neil, in case you don’t remem- 
ber is the former colleague with the 
reality problem: what he sees is not 
what you get 

And what he sees in the mirror 
is a babe magnet. He never did un- 
derstand how, then. I could have re- 
fused to go out with him, 
particularly not after he took de- 
livery of the Porsche. 

Presumed I was frigid I suppose. 

and proceeded to politic me out of 
a job. 

So you can understand my lack 
of joy at our unplanned reunion. Un- 


fortunately, the plane was foil to 
bursting, so there was no way of es- 
caping for a snooze either. 

Six hours with Neil, and straight 
into work for Tuesday morning I 
need a drink, I thought - no, make 
that two. 

“So, how’s tricks at the new 
gaff?" Neil asked me, but Td bare- 
ly got further than saying it was 
going fine when he interrupted. 
“That’s great, good to hear it," he 
said. 

Then he launched into a blow-by- 
blow account of what had hap- 
pened to him since the trading 
operation at the last place had 
been dismantled. 

The drinks trolley arrived. 



THE TRADER 

Neil never did 
understand how I 
could have refused to 
go out with him 


“What’s the most anaesthetising 
drink you have?" I asked the nice 
man pushing iL 
He looked hard at me and you 
could tell he was grappling with a 
moral dilemma. 

He’d surely been told during his 
training that it was drunk pas- 
sengers who cause the trouble; bot- 
tling staff and trying to open the 
doors at 37,000 feet 

If he plied me with drink would 
I start singing “Danny Boy", or 
worse? Q could hear Laura's voice 
in my head asking if there xoas any- 
thing Worse than me singing 
“Danny Boy", but it was imaginary, 
so I ignored iU 

I gazed up at the steward in des- 


peration. Look. I wanted to say if 
you don't ply me with drink until I'm 
numb, 1 will kill the idiot sitting next 
to me. Then NeO barged in with 
some comment, and the penny 
dropped. The steward gave me 
two vodkas with ice and with a 
“Neat all right for you. madam?" 
moved on. 

More relaxed now, I tuned in to 
what NeO was saying. He was in a 
fine mood, pleased with some new 
scheme that was going to make him 
and his friends a fortune, all very 
hush-hush but it was going to make 
George Soros look like an QAP 
Then I fell asleep. 

At Heathrow, I lost sight of Neil 
until the queue at passport control. 


He was about 10 people in front of 
me, tapping his toes impatiently. 
But as he went through, a man in 
a grey suit broke loose from a 
duster of other men in grey suits 
and put his hand on his forearm. I’d 
seed tha t gesture before. I thought, 
but Where? 

Then I remembered: on endless 
television detective programmes. 
What in the world did the police 
want with Neil? 

I cleared passport control and 
walked as slowly as 1 could past Neil 
and the grey men. And that’s when 
1 beard the policeman tell him: “I 
think you’d better come with us. 
We'd like to ask you some quest 
ions ... " 


; \ 



COMMENTARY 


Staff share 


schemes 



— n— me— — ■ — — — B aanimi 

Ernst & Young sponsored the immensely successful Monet exhibition at the Royal Academy in London: but how much did the company benefit from its investment? Fiona Hanson 

A mix of art and golf that 
appeals to the money men 


ANYBODY WHO thought that ac- 
countants and other professional ad- 
risers were shy retiring types has 
obviously not been to many cultur- 
t al or sporting events lately. You do 
. not have to look closely to see the 

1 logos of the likes of Ernst & Young 
t and Andersen Consulting where 
t not so long ago there might have 

2 been nothing al all. 

h Ernst & Young, sponsor of this 
v year's Monet extravaganza at the 
f, Royal Academy in London, could be 
regarded as having upped the ante 
when it put its money behind an ex- 
"" hibilion devoted to Picasso back in 
i9-i, repeating the trick with 
Cezanne two years later and Bon- 
nard last year 

But others are not about to be out- 
done. Having dipped their toes into 


By Roger Trapp 


upfront marketing with campaigns 
that have led to their names em- 
blazoned across billboards, compa- 
nies like KPMG have sponsored 
rugbv teams and other sporting in- 
terests. 

So is this “me-tocism". or are tan- 
gible results to be had from this sort 
of activity? Nick Land. UK chairman 
of Ernst & Young, seemed a bit 
vague when asked how much the 
Monet deal - the firm's largest 
sponsorship so for- was costing his 
firm. But having backed other, ad- 
mittedly lower-key arts events, he 
presumably feels there is a benefit 
to be gained. 

At Andersen Consulting, mean- 
while. they are somewhat less cir- 


cumspect According to James Mur- 
phy, the firm’s global managing di- 
rector for marketing and 
communications, the “overall events 
strategy" is based on solid research. 

Though it does not come as much 
of a surprise to learn that senior US 
business executives put playing and 
watching golf dose to the top of their 
leisure preferences. Andersen put 
the notion to the market research 
test - and that is why the PGA tfarid 
Golf Championships teeing off today 
in San Diego, California, bears its 
name. 

Andersen reckons the series of 
three tournaments a year featuring 
the best 64 players in the world bat- 
tling for first prizes of Sim will be 
enough to lure even the most worka- 
holic of executives out for the day. 


In much the same way that the 
Andersen Consulting advertising is 
carefully targeted at the sort of 
publications and television pro- 
grammes that senior executives 
might read and watch, the firm's 
sponsorship programme is highly se- 
lective. 

Moreover, with Andersen in- 
creasingly keen to work with the 
biggest global players, the spon- 
sorship strategy has gone global, too 
-which is another reason for choos- 
ing golf, since the sport is becoming 
almost universally popular. 

That said, Mr Murphy stresses 
that the firm acknowledges differ- 
ences in local interests, so that in 
Australia, for example it has spon- 
sored the prestigious horse race. 
The Melbourne Cup, while in Britain 


it has backed a team in the Formu- 
la One motor racing championships. 
Always, thelceyis whether the event 
is the sort frequented by top exec- 
utives the firm seeks to influence. 

As Mr Murphy explains; there are 
two reasons for such a strategy. 
First it makes a great impact- cer- 
tainly Monet must have helped 
enormously with Ernst & Young's 
name awareness. Second, it lets 
the firm demonstrate to potential 
clients its personality and what it 
stands for 

But Mr Murphy says the organi- 
sation - which has also sponsored 
important arts events including the 
acclaimed Van Gogh exhibition that 
did a stint in Washington last year 
- does not expect a quick payback. 

“It’s like imag e building," he ex- 


plains, adding that the sort of ser- 
vices a firm like Andersen offers are 
costly and take a loDg time to deliv- 
er. “It’s not like selling an automo- 
bile." 

Nevertheless, firms need to bear 
in mind that sponsoring sports 
events is about a lot more than ar- 
ranging tickets to an in-demand 
event for a few favoured clients Such 
occasions also have to be run very 
well. One accountancy firm fa- 
mously issued instructions to staff 
on how to deal with their guests at 
tile hospitality it was laying on. 

But the pressure goes further 
than that As Mr Murphy says, if you 
cannot run a golf tournament it is 1 
going to be a little hard to persuade , 
a client that you can run a major pro- , 
ject 


need help 

By Lawrence green 


BUDGET DAY is coming, yet many 
companies are holding back from an- 
nouncing new all-employee share in- 
centive schemes, instead waiting to 
see if Gordon Brown will make any 
innovative proposals. 

In particular they are looking for 
help with the transition from exist- 
ing PRP schemes, which are being 
phased out In his pre-Budget state- 
ment last November; the Chancellor 
announced his intention to double 
the number of companies operating 
employee share option schemes 
across the whole of their workforce. 

The subsequent consultation 
paper issued by the Treasury has 
produced 170 submissions from in- 
dustry and analysts. However, this 
high level of interest will only help 
the Chancellor reach his target if he 
comes up with the goods in the 
Budget. He must address the rea- 
sons why smaller quoted companies 
are not using all-employee share 
sch emes with the enthusiasm of 
the FSTE 100 companies. 

There are two approaches the 
Chancellor might take. The easiest 
would be to address the problems 
with the existing share incentive 
schemes which benefit from Gov- 
ernment tax breaks. There are two 
main types of scheme that might be 
simplified. The first is the Save-As- 
You-Earn share option scheme (usu- 
ally called SAYE or Sharesave 
schemes), under which all employ- 
ees can save on a monthly basis in 
1 a tax-free account and later use the 
savings to buy shares in their em- 
ploying companies at a discount 

The other type, called a profit 
sharing scheme, gives tax-free 
shares to all employees on condition 
that they are retained by the em- 
ployees fora minimum two or three 
year period. Both types of scheme 
are highly regulated by the Inland 
Revenue, making them very expen- 
sive to put in place and operate, and 
hitting smaller companies dispro- 
portionately. As the rules stand, for 
example, virtually every communi- 
cation with employees relating to an 
approved scheme requires specific 
Inland Revenue approval. 

Companies can obtain a corpora- 
tion tax deduction for the profit made 
by then* employees exercising SAYE 
options, and big companies can save 
millions. However, the procedure re- 
quired for this tax saving is complex, 
and canoutweigh the benefits fbrsmafl 
firms. This could be avoided by a sim- 
ple rule change. The Chancellor could 
also give tax breaks to new schemes, 
such as one in which employees can 
buy shares on a regular basis ata dis- 
count to their market value. 

Lawrence Green is Employee 
Share Incentive Specialist at the 

national lau? jinn Eoersheds. 


Small is beautiful for environmental awards 


A DECADE ago. it would have been 
hard to credit that large organisa- 
tions would expend much effort on 
assessing the effects of their activ- 
ities on the environment. However, 
yesterday saw 40-odd entries for the 
annual environmental reporting 
awards organised by the Association 
of Chartered Certified Accountants. 

Moreover, as Roger Adams, the 
Acea official behind the awards. 
Mints out. sonic companies are so 
dedicated lo the task that they pro- 
duce what amounts to "boxed sets 
of material, on everything from ex- 
haust emissions to work with local 
communities. 

In such a context it is perhaps not 
surprising that the judges went for 
something compact so that Michael 
Meachec the environment minister, 
ended up handing the top prize to 
Anglian Water: a company frequently 
onflie shortlist but never before the 
outright winner. Encouragingly, an- 
other company In the utility sector 


BY Roger Trapp 


- Eastern Group - was named run- 
ner-up. while the car company Vaux- 
hall Motors took the prize for 'best 
first-time report". 

Apart from the “less is more" ar- 
gument. there is a significant mes- 
sage in Anglian's victory According 
to Mr Adams, now that the notion of 
reporting on something other than 
financial performance has become 
accepted, there is a need for it all to 
be made relevant 

Just as traditional company re- 
ports and accounts have in recent 
years been made more accessible - 
at least in pan as a gesture towards 
the increased numbers of individual 
shareholders - so environmental re- 
ports and related documents on 
ethical and social accounting will 
have to be more reader-friendly. 
Though the awards generally throw 
up one or two well-designed and 
easy-on-the-eye reports, many are 


dense packages of arcane expres- 
sions and dfficult-to-understand 
figures that must mean little to 
those outside a fairly select group. 

Indeed, this is perhaps the main 
reason why the Body Shop, though 
a pioneer in this area, has not late- 
ly been among the winners. It has 
become more difficult to identify the 
specifically environmental issues 
from the many other social and 

ethical concerns deal! with in its pub- 
lications, Mr Adams says. 

No doubt conscious that they 
would have been amongthe key tar- 
gets of early proponents of envi- 
ronmental reporting, oil companies 
have also been in toe vanguard of 
wide-ranging reports. Both Shell 
and BP mow part of BP Amocoi 
have in the past year produced 
weighty reports that Mr Adams de- 
scribes as “all good stuff" but of lim- 
ited value as a communication tool. 

That said, the judges acknowl- 
edged the move towards social and 



Heathrow operator, BAA* is (Raised for individualised reports 


ethical reporting, and the whole in the view of Acca - paying insuffi- 
■ ■inclusive" approach to sustainable dent attention to measurement In 
business performance espoused by particular Mr Adams says, there is 
the Centre for Tomorrow's Compa- "not very much evidence of gran- 
ny. by commending the “partnership daily-related eco -efficiency indica- 
report" produced by the Co-opera- tors” la other words, there still 
live Bank appears to be a tendency for com- 

But even though there is so much parties to regard reporting on the en- 
materiaL many organisations are - vironment as a "good thing” to do 


rather than to regard it as something 
that can have a financial impact. 
His wish-list for the future also in- 
cluded a desire to see greater ex- 
planation of why things were 
reported, “some idea of the priori- 
ties" in the scores of objectives that 
companies dutifully set out in their 
reports, as well as more discussion 
of toe direct and indirect effects of 
their activities and a greater atten- 
tion to what happens in this sphere 
if operations are bought or sold 
On the positive side, there were 
signs that companies had respond- 
ed to Mr Meacher’s call last year to 
pay attention to the “global warm- 
ing indicator 1 that is increasingly 
seen as a vital element in any envi- 
ronmental reporting effort 

Some companies were even al- 
lowing observers to compare one of 
their locations with another. BAA, 
the company that runs Gatwick, 
Heathrow and other leading airports, 
won a commendation from the 


judges for achieving a balance be- 
tween group and site reporting by 
producing separate reports for each 
of its main airports. 

Moreover; organisations were be- 
coming less inclined to ask readers 
of their reports to take their word for 
the accuracy of the claims they 
male. About two-thirds of toe entries 
had been externally verified in some 
way - whether by the large ac- 
counting firms that audited their ac- 
counts or by one of the specialist 
consultancies that have sprung up 
in response to this growing activity. 

However; an area of concern for 
government must be toe apparent 
reluctance of public sector bodies - 
along with the small and medium- 
sized enterprises that play an in- 
creasing role in the economy - to put 
their activities up for scrutiny in this 
way. The Environmental Agency 
has issued a report but. Mr Adams 
says, there are not many others of 
its type. 
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Me And my partner 

ANDY LAW AND DAVID ABRAHAM 


When Andy Law and David Abraham set up an advertising firm, they were determined that it would be different, 
an ethical and creative co-operative. The result was St Luke’s, one of the most successful agencies of the Nine es 



A NDY LAW: What we 
thought was interesting was 
how David and 7 kept meet- 
ing. In 1988, 1 was the client ser- 
vices director of CDP. Fd done a 
degree in classics and had no qual- 
ifications in advertising! but I 
thought it was commercial and 
glamorous. I wanted to get into 
business but I wanted it to be fun. 

In CDP there was this idea that 
the creatives did the work and the 
suits got out and sold it I wanted 
to change that. I believe account 
people should aD be creative. David 
was one of the people I hired. I 
thought he was very intelligent, 
academic - one of those brains that 
grips problems - but equaQy some- 
one who knew r the creative product 
We both realised the CDP 
agency management was not ful- 
filling I was looking for a way out 
what I didn’t realise was that so was 
he. I joined Chiat/Day as creative 
business manager in 1990 and dis- 
covered a few months later that 
David was tying to get out We won 
the Midland. Bank account and 
David had been involved with 
NatWest - so I kind of railroaded 
his appointment I thought for a 
man of his age, in his mid-20s, he 
had this incredible ability to han- 
dle clients much older than him. 
(There's a big age difference. I’m 
•J3 this year, he's in his thirties.) 

Through intellect he could sit 
with CEOs and really discuss with 
them. So I took him to the shell of 
the Chiat/Day building and talked 
about how the office was creative 
and how this would be a new model 
business. 

Then we were chosen to join a 
task force looking at the future of 
the business. We were really in- 
terested about how you mate de- 
cisions. Business is the most 
powerful force on the planet, and 
by and large it had no code of con- 
duct or ethics. We had this zealous 
appetite for what we were doing. 

We actually suggested we be- 
come a charitable concern. The 
chairman flipped his lid and we 
were left wife nothing. It was in- 
teHectus interruptus. He said, This 


is all pie in fee sky thinking Get 
back and do your jobs'. Because of 
this passion, I had fallen out, real- 
ly i with the management and they 
sent me to fee New Zealand office. 
Then, in Sydney, I got a call saying 
‘Vbu’re in fee wrong continent; we 
have closed all our offices in south- 
east Asia’. I went to LA, then took 
over fee London office; that was fee 
s umm er of 1993. The first thing I 
fed was make David my deputy. 

We had begun to realise we 
were very different I can throw a 
long ball, a vision, and believe it can 
happen. He can wire anything to- 
gether. Creating fee passion, ral- 
lying fee troops - that was me. 

We had been given our own lit- 
tle ad agency, and we recruited on 
fee premise we wanted to change 
everything Most of the previous 
management had gone. We put in 
some of our theories to see how we 
could become more ethical. Wfe had 
notions of changing the interaction 
between humans, things like the 
value of keeping agreements, lack 
of coercion, removal of ego. There 
was also the redefinition of physi- 
cal space. We were already work- 
ing open-plan. All of a sudden, itjust 
went, 'Bang 1 . It worked. At that 
stage, once you make that decision, 
you liberate everybody else. Ilfs 
everyone’s idea. 

We just got more and more suc- 
cessful until we got a phone call 
saying ‘We have sold the office 1 . 
David was the first person I called. 
My job was to secure the business 
and take it into a merged venture 
with the people I thought were nec- 
essary But because we had Im- 
mersed ourselves in this thinking, 
and valued h uman capital we 
thought “How can we fire people?' 
We decided to break away ea 
masse. But it never entered our 
heads to set up as Law Abraham. 

TTilriy-firerfusfiMmedacCNJp- 
erative. We set up onSt Luke’s Day 
18 October: David and I had had 
many conversations ofj ‘What if?’. 
David and I took ourselves away to 
clear our heads for taking on Om- 
nicom, which had bought 
Chiat/Day We thought we would 



Andy Law deft) and David Abraham played "Good cop, bad cop’ 


play, ‘Good cop bad erg)’: I would be 
the nice chap, and David would be 
unbelievably hard and pick up 
points cm fee deal. We went to Madi- 
son Avenue and said, ‘We haven’t 
gotanymooey’.Wfehadtopaythem 
a royalty every year for a minimum 
number of years, and they set the 
figure at $2m Wh said, ‘Ws wiD have 
to consult our advisers'. We went 
to fee bar and said, ‘One million. 
Well halve if. We pulled it off and 
came back with a deaL 
In our second year; we were 
agency of fee yean Wb decided to 
go an a 34-hour trip to Paris and re- 


cast what our riles were. Although 
it seems obvious now, I wasn’t 
sure if I should be a chairman. In 
fact, we came outwith me as chair- 
man because I could sd; a vision to 
open minds. David was going to 
head up the mission in terms of op- 
erating by creating fascination. 
That was his job. I think he’s much 
better at telling it as it is than I am. 
I believe in people and in the cre- 
ative processes to make things 
happen. He’s much better at bring- 
ing thing s to a head and saying, 
This is what if s all abouf. We still 
are people who are out there, foak- 


NeofUe Elder 

mg and reading and researching. 
He plays the guitar; I read Latin. 

We talk a lot about the clients; 
bow does this affect that? We are 
constantly scoping out ‘What ifc’ 
andTeihapsweshoulds’.Ifsbeen 

incredibly valuable. We watch, the 
radar, and. nothing is a surprise. 


D AVID ABRAHAM: Wh met 
in fee Righting when I was 
looting for a way out of a 
flat period m my career Td left Ox- 
ford after reading history, worked 
far large advertising agencies and 
was lootingfor a fresh start I was 


pointed at CDP where Andy was 
fee account directm; responsible for 
a lot of the good work- Someone 
suggested I have a (feat wife him 
and it was a very interesting, be- 
cause I had only known fee man- 
agement processes of a big 
US-owned advertising company 
• Advertising appealed to me; my 
father is an architect, so creativi- 
ty and business is something I fed- 
comfortable with. X ca m e to Andy 
in the hope that fee job could be 
more fean what it was; the con- 
versation [with Andy] fulfilled my 
expectations because we talked a 
lot about how creativity comes out 
of organisations. I really enjoyed 
meeting someone who was young 
and more relaxed and with a good 
sense of humour He had a healthy 
perspective on the advertising 
business. Everyone else was dri- 
ving round in Forsches and really 
going for it; the very long lunches, 
key people flouncing around, the 
abuse of clients. That conversation, 
defined a lot of what we subse- 
quently did He showed me some 
of fee adverts he had best involved 
in. Here was someone who was 
doing this because he was in- 
trigued by what made a good piece 
of communication. He talked a lot 
about teamwork: He was someone 
1 subsequently came to under- 
stand is extremely quick in un- 
derstanding what it is to talk to 
someone else. I was made to feel 
very relaxed. He listened to what 
I said. 

But it was a big agemy. When we 
did bump into each other; it was to 
reflect on what was going on in fee 
company. It was beginning to eat 
itself up. 1 believed that fee only sal- 
vation was to try to create a new 
methodology. 

Amfy seduced me into Chiat/Day 
by taking me to this new building, 
which was breathtaking, overlook- 
ing Covent Garden. It was a glass 
box on top of this tower block and 
I felt, ‘Crikey, these people are 
spending a lot of money and they 
have a breathless approach to 
physical impressions’. The most im- 
portant thing they were doing was 


developing a wqy of working with 
clients. It was collaborative. They 
were you to be client-ser-. 

vice oriented Wfe were trying to syn- 
thesise the best of both - you can 

work wife clients but you needn’t 
produce rubbish. If you can’t faan- 
dle pressure and can’t take risks, 
clients aren't challenged. 

It was for that reason I went to 
work with Andy again. I could see 
there was a radical agenda. The 
second critical moment came when 

we were invited to contribute to this 

think-tank for Chiat/Day looting at 
the future of the whole network. It 
was a really critical moment, be- 
cause we were trying to reinvent 
this company because it was get- 
ting boring. It was frightening. We 
immersed ourselves in intellectu- 
al exploration; how thing s were 
pfmngmg and how they could be. 
We were reading a lot and 
discussing ideas. That's when fee 
relationship was developing. 

We share similar ideals but we 
have very different styles of work- 
ing; Andy has hi gh emotional in- 
telligence. He is good at 
communicating with groups of peo- 
ple then reading the dynamics of 
people’s minds. If s more to do wife 

charisma; to say to people. This is 

what we want to do. Fbllow us'. We 
realised what our partnership is re- 
ally about I was reading it Scorn a 
(feess view: he was idayingitfay ask- 
ing what were fee expectations of 
different parties - what were peo- 
ple feeling about it? 

Setting up St Luke's was 
draining and there was a period of 
insecurity. We were creating a 
model of self-management yet you 
need leadership. There was a time 
when we felt embarrassed about 
the concept and that did get diffi- 
cult 

We work on radai; ready. We 
scoop up things and debate them 
then do them. We have also learned 
a lot from each other There was a 
time when I was doing, and he was 
inspiring. If s become much more 

blended. . 

INTERVIEWS BY 
RACHELLE THACKRAY 
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More and more of us are depressed. More and more of us are being prescribed drugs to take the pain away. 

But in a society that promotes stress and depression, how is tinkering with your brain chemistry going to fix anything? 


ast week I did something rd sophisticated cousin of Prozac Fve talked about 
never before done in nay it to ray husband and to my closest friends, all 
adult life. I went to the doc- ofwhom seem agreed that this is not a good idea 
ton not because I had a rmstai not sure, and fed that since Pm not sure, 
specific physical symptom, I shouldn't start taking the drags. I still believe 
hut because I felt that some- I have sound rational reasons for feeling the way 
thing less definable was I do. I understand that depression is an illness 
wrong. Since the birth erf my and that one shouldn’t fed stigmatised by it But 
first child 18 months previ- I believe as well that being tired, fed-up and 
ously, rve been needing huge amounts of sleep maybe a litfleunhappy is not an Alness, and that 
to keep going Occasionally, Pve had to spend the the answers can’t always lie in adjusting your 
day in bed to top myself up. bram chemistry- in this case your santonin lev- 

At first I considered my exhaustion to be els - to fit your situation, 
natural. rd stopped working a month before my I’ve been heartened to find arguments back- 
baby was born, and had spent all my time until mg up this gut-feeling in MaJiprwmt Sadness, 
the birth itself moving house. I'd gone back to Lewis Wblpert’s exploration of depress sou which 
work when my baby was 10 weeks old, to a stress- was inspired by his own descent into clinical de- 
ful job as a newspaper executive, even though pression (which I'm certain I don't have) and his 
Td continued breast-feeding until he was six eventual recovery using a combination of Serox- 
mocths old. I put my profound tiredness down at and cognitive therapy. Herndons, though, that 
to all of these physical demands, and had doctors are too quick to reach for pharznaceu- 
assumed that the pressure and the stress tical solutions and puts this down to cost 
would ease with time. It didn’t and eventually But 1 don’t think that my doctor had cost in 
rd decided that what 1 needed was a change. I'd mind when she made her recommendation;! 
thrown in the towel, taken a month off and 
changedjt^s,btx»ming a vrri ter with this news- 
paper Now I could spend more time with rrjy son, 
and of course, in bed. 

But I stiflwastft feeling too springy in the step think she sees loads of people like me. I think 
area, so I toought ft was time for a check-up. This that, in a country where a third of adults are ex- 
was what I told my doctor; who rd never met pected to find themselves on anti-depressants 
before. The doctor looked at the rim of flesh at at some time or another; and where one in five 
the edge of my eyelid, and said that it seemed chfldren suffers from some form of mental 
quite pink. Although she didn't think I was Alness, she’s doing the best she can. helping 
anaemic, she would give me a blood test any- individuals with depressive symptoms but un- 
way. She also asked me if Td been feeling low able to make broader diagnoses about a society 
or tearful or ever had suicidal thoughts. I said which appears to'promote depression, 
that sometimes I did, and at that moment the Several reports have concluded that rates of 
consultation turned for into a jait accompli. dqa^sskHi have irua^s^ over the past years 
I couldn’t fed to see what she was getting at, and and are continuing to do so. And it’s not just de- 
found myself falling into a pattern ofcall and re- pression that is on the rise. A report from the 
spouse which, although rd never taken part in United Nations! released yesterday warned 
it before, was utterly familiar to me. that while worries havebeen expressed in the 

Withm a couple ofminutes, she delivered her US, where onein five chiHrenareon Ritalin, this 
diagnosis. 1 had depression, and I ought to go amphetamine-based treatment for attention 
on a six-month course ofantidepressants. I could deficit disorder is over-prescribed to children 
also consider cognitive or analytical therapy But ' more brwdbtTheUN identified around30coun- 
the former was the course of treatment she’d tries where Ritalin was bong over-used, with 
recommend Why didn't X take a week to think Britahii^atthetop(rftheIist'Itenyeareonfrran 
about it, then come back and see her .again? the day when we were told that Prozac had ar- 

So rve spent a week thinking about whether rived, depression is moreprevalent than even 
ornottogoonacourseofSeroaat.asfi^Jthi'niore But what no one, even the masterly Wb^ert 


can explain, is why so very many of us are sue- gests that it’s not doing much for them either 
cumbing to this debilitating condition. Since I got married and had a nwiri, rve 

Wolpert does, however; make some sugges- started toinkfogagreat deal more about my own 
tions: “A striking finding in recent years that mother and father and how they brought me up. 
could account for the apparent increase in de- I find it amazing that, until I went to school, I 
pression has been its growing incidence in the was with my mother all the time, except for a 
younger population. The mean age for the few days when she went into hospital to have my 
onset of depression is now less than 30 years, brother Pd never thought before about how hard 
It could be that changing cultural trends, such that must have been for hec with her own mother 
as breakdown of traditional family life and in- and family far away as mine is now from me. I 
creased social mobility; may be responsible...'' did always think, though, about how much my 
Wolpert also asks why the loss of a loved one father worked -six days a week until he retired 
should be so devastating, ‘"The answer;’' he says, Both of them did everything in their lives for 

“seems to lie in attachment Attachment - the their children - a way of life rd rejected by the 
need for a child to maintain a close bond with time I was 14, not ever thinking about the time 
its mother and for the mother to be attached to when I would raise afamilyofrqy own, but always 
her child- is adaptive, heiping to ensure the sur- thinking about what work 1 might do. These were 
vival of the child and therefore of the mother’s the difficulties and challenges to be faced by 
genes. Stir attachment to be effective, the loss women. The rest would just happen, 
or removal of the mother from the child must Now Pre learned that toe rest doesn't just hap- 

necessarily c au se it distress. Attachment also pen, that it’s more difficult and more fragile than 
promotes survival in reproductive couples.” anything else. I know that despite my new-found 
These observations strike a chord with me, admiration for hen I couldn't be like my mother, 
and even though it’s now considered reac- And anyway look bow much trouble women who 

needed ‘little helpers” got into then. But I do 
know that my own family feels precarious and 
that that makes me feel stressed The solidity 
that I took for granted in my parents is some- 
tionary to place stress on the importance of the thing that has to be worked at long and hard I 
family, it seems a remarkable coincidence that fed foolish for having failed to recognise this ho- j 
the rates of depression among women have in- fore. It may be that the condition this realisa- 
creased so much since toe sexual revdutiun and tionbas brought me to is depression. But it may 
that the rates of suicide among men have in- also be that I'm suffering a normal reaction to 
creased so much in the same period taking on a huge prqjectthat I didn't prepare foe 

In effect, the breakdown of the traditional fam- I was txkled to see toe report last week which 

fly has meant more parenting for women, as wefl found that lesbians make the best parents. At 
as work. For men, it has meant less parenting, firsth seemed Bke proof of the old feminist joke, 
as couples break down, and more work, when that for a woman to be successful in the work- 
they have more than one home to support Is it place, all she needs is a wife. As I read further; 
too fanrify to suggest that women depressed I realised the report said something more’im- 

because they have to be successful in too many portent Lesbians appear to make better parents 
arenas, but that they can’t consider suicide be- because theyarebetter at dmtEngup household 
cause they have the children to think about? And tasks, at making time for their children, and at 
is it too ridiculous to ask whether men might be- organisingalternative methods of work where- 
ame suicidal because tbeyfeel the stressof their by each can spend more time at home, 
failures, and whether their failures mean that That isn’t an option for me, as my husband, 
they can’t think positively about their children, li ke many men, has not rmefarmTy to provide for, 
so fed free to end their lives? but two. At toe moment, both sexes are stressed 

Hideous generalisations both, but again re- in both areas, and the social costs of this are 
search hacks up the idea that both sexes have huge. Surely that’s enough to make anyone feel 
difficulty in dealing with the new patterns of par- a little depressed And surely there aren't any 
enting, while the mental state of children sug- drugs which can fix it. 
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Fight for the arts 

Sin As a working actress and wife 
of a regional artistic director; I 
wish to add my support to Sir Peter 
Hail and the newly formed Shadow 
Arts Council (Comment, 22 
February}. 

Regional repertory theatre 
provides not only a training ground 
for our young actors, it produces 
for its patrons a minor miracle 
every four weeks. A new play a 
new cast, imaginative sets and 
costumes. Standards are high, 
budgets are low. Dedicated and 
skilled teamwork is essential If a 
production foils to meet its 
predicted box office figure we are 
often in a crisis. 

But dedication isn't enough; we 
have to earn realistic salaries in 
order to leave home for months at 
a time and remain solvent 

The current level of subsidy still 
[eaves many people who work in 
regional theatre having to cope 
with appalling deprivation. 
Contractual freelance work such 
as ours inevitably takes place away 
from home and “digs” have to be 
paid for in addition to a permanent 
base and in some cases a 
dependent family. 

An average repertory salary is 
around £250 a week and a national 
survey I carried out in 1990 showed 
that after all expenses were 
accounted for, die majority of 
people working in regional 
repertory companies were being 
paid at least C100 a week less than 
their actual needs. 

Theatre managements are 
unable to make up this deficit; the 
money just isn't there. The 
collective tax paid by the top 
earners in the entertainment 
industry should more than cover 
the subsidy given back to the arts. 

I would ask the current 
government and the Arts Council 
to consider the reality of our 
situation. 

VIUVIA HOLLINGBERY 
Kislingbury, Northamptonshire 

Sir. Peter Hall’s call fora Shadow 
Arts Council is admirable, timely 
and undeniable. 

It is indeed unfortunate that at 
a time when the theatre in 
particular is threatened with the 
most hostile government in toy 
life time (and that is saying 
something), and we are therefore 
most in need of tough, independent 
arts commentators, Metvyn Bragg 
has turned himself into an instant- 
reflex apologist for aU the sins of 
Chris Smith and his paymasters. It 
is doubly unfortunate that his 
previously distinguished track 
record as an arts writer still allows 
him to command space to parrot 
whatever is the latestparty line on 
no cash for the arts. 

But the rest of us should still 
stand firm, and the best way of 
doing that would be to support the 
Shadow Arts Council in public and 
private, on tbe air and in 
journalism, and every other way 
we can. It is. in the present crisis, 
quite simply our only hope; but 
where precisely can we sign up, 
and to whom do we send however 
minimal the cheques we can 
afford? 

SHERIDAN MORLEY 
London SW10 

Allergic to GM soya 

Sir. My eldest son has become 
allergic to all kinds of soya since 
the introduction of genetically 
modified soya into food. 

He suffers from allergies to a 
wide range of foods, for which he is 
treated at Great Ormond Street 
Hospital. Soya was a mainstay in 
his restricted diet From being a 
liappy. healthy, developing chil d, he 
went into a slow decline from 
autumn 1997. following the start of 
the introduction of GM soya into 
foods in ihc UK losing weight from 
severe diarrhoea. 

Eventually the hospital and I 
worked out that he had become 
sensitised in soya and that all 
ordinary and GM soya now 
triggered allergic reactions. This 
has serious implications for his 
health, as he loses a valuable 
source of carbohydrate and 
protein and a source of nice 
replacement foods for (hose who 
cannot cal whea‘, gluten or milk. 
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His already restricted diet has 
become even more so and more 
boring when he needs to be 
encouraged to eat He is left able to 
eat rice, maize and potatoes as 
sources of carbohydrate. 

I am extremely concerned that 
GM maize may endup with a 
similar effect An accident of 
genetics has left all three of my 
children with the same food allergy 
problems, and my other two 
children now react to soya, but not 
as severely as my oldest son. • 

While no one can accurately say 
what effectgenetic modifications 
between species will have on the 
healthy, it is only too obvious to me 
and my family what the impact is 
on the vulnerable. I have great 
fears about the impact of GM 
maize on us. 

HILARY BYRNE 
Guildford, 

Surrey 

Sin I used to be a research 
scientist I am conceited that 
scientists are over-revered, by 
governments and the public at 
large. 

lathe 1930s, scientists 
confidently assured us that 
asbestos was safe, and that there 
were no ill-effects from smoking 
tobacco. More recently, they 
assured us that BSE could not 
possibly affect humans. They were 
not lying. It was just that their 
experimental methods were 
flawed. 

For centuries, it has been dear 
that scientists tend to relax when 
they have proof of what people 
want to hean They are only human, 
and telling people nice things may 
further their career, or even get 
them a Nobel prize. 

We need more healthy 
scepticism, and prime ministers 
pontificating about matters they 
don’t understand won’t help. 

Dr JOHN CUTHBERT 
Redboum, Hertfordshire 

Sir: It would be interesting to know 
what Zeneca mean when they 
claim to have produced a hugely 
successful tomato paste (“Seed 
ban could lead to ’brain drain’ ”, 


19 February) . What the company 
has been largely successful in 
achieving is the selling of its 1.6 
million cans of GM-modified purge 
to an unsuspecting public who 
have had little opportunity until 
last week to understand what their 
supermarket goods contained and 
what the implications are for their 
diet and health. 

Tb suggest, as Zeneca does, that 
to establish a moratorium on the 
development of GM foods would 
deprive consumers of choice is 
fatuous. What consumer would 
actually make apositive choice of, 
food with GM ingredients when 
there is an alternative? The 
American agribusiness knew the 
answer to this, and it deliberately 
mixed GM with traditional soya in 
order to eliminate that choice. 
ROGER IRED ALE 
Whaley Bridge, Derbyshire 

Sir Eirther to your report on the 
Monsanto court case U8 
February), could an “expert” 
please explain why a sanitary 
cordon of only six metres around a 
field of genetically modified oilseed 
rape is considered officially 


Sin Paul Taylor tells us 
(Review, 23 February) that the 
tragic Sarah Kane might have 
come to “a reconversion 
experience to Christianity” but 
“she was incapable of of the 
consolations of self-deception”. 
Why is he so appallingly sure 
that faith is phoney? 

JOHN COUTTS 
Gravesend, Kent 

Sin The problem that Janet 
has encountered (Matrimonial 
notes. 1$ February) in the 
unavailability of suitable men. 
Is due to the emotional trait 
that money represents power. 
Men don’t like marrying 
women who are more powerful 
then they - and women don’t 
like being more powerftd than 
the men they marry either. So 
as their economic 
emancipation results in a 


s ufficien t to avoid pollen 
con tamina tion. The foraging range 
of the honey bee is up to three 
miles and the bee is the normal 
means of pollination in oilseed 
rape. 

IAN R DOUGLAS 

WesthiU, 

Aberdeenshire 

No student revolt 

Sir Ybur report “Students revolt 
against the NUS” (20 February) 
featured a few dissenting voices 
from Leeds University, including 
two of my rival candidates in 
forthcoming National Union of 
Students elections, as illustrative 
of discontent 

The article foiled to mention 
that NUS has contested five 
referendums on disaffiliation in 
the last 12 months, most of which 
were part of routine constitutional 
requirements recommended by 
NUS itself. At Southampton 
University, 97 per cent voted in 
favour of the NUS; at Sterling 
University, 73 per cent; Surrey; 97 
per cent; Aston, 99 per cent; 
Birmingham, 74 percent Any 


government which was given such 
a succession of ringing 
endorsements would be up held as 
a shining example. 

The University of Manchester 
Institute of Science and 
Technology Students’ Union have 
not disaffiliated but rather 
derecognised their old union. NUS 
is encouraging them to hold a one 
member; one vote ballot on the 
issue. 

NUS has been active allyear in 
the fight against tuition fees, 
financial har dship, sub-standard 

accommodation, archaic ... 

complaint and appeals 
procedures, discriminatory 
assessment s y s t e m s, low-paid, 
dangerous part-time work and 
poorly paid and under-resourced 
lecturers. Those at Leeds know 
full well that the NUS has 
organised a national day of action, 
a national lobby of Parliament and 
the forthcoming National Student 
Hardship Day this Friday all in the 
fight against tuition fees. 
ANDREW PAKES 
National President 
National Union qf Students 
London N7 


IN BRIEF 

growing number of wealthy 
and independent women, tbe 
supply of men who are 
wealthier and equally self- 
confident reduces. I don’t have 
a solution, but one will never 
be found while the emotional 
asymmetry of tbe male-female 
relationship is ignored or 
denied. 

ANGUS JOHNSON 
Tonbridge, Kent 

Sir: “There has been no 
instance of racial conflict or 
discrimination in Turkish 
history”, says Bulent Ecevit, 
tbe Turkish prime minister 
(“Turkey warns EU over 
Kurds’ rights”, 22 February). 
That’ll come as a surprise to 
those 1.5 million Armenians 


exterminated in 1915-16, and to 
the many non-Turks whose 
businesses were sacked in a 
government-orchestrated 
looting spree on the 
commercial district of Istanbul 
in September 1955. What too of 
the recently elected Kurdish 
(sorry -“Mountain Turkish”) 
members of parliament in jail? 
CHRISTOPHER J WALKER 
London Wl 4 

Sin George Lucas may have 
committed many cinematic 
sins, but directing Howard the 
Duck (“Why Batman is really a 
turkey”, 23 February) was not 
one of them -be was only tbe 
producer. Willard Hqyck was 
the culprit behind tbe camera, 
and it is important he shook) 
be named and shamed. 

NEIL YOUNG 
Sunderland, Tyne and Wear 


Andrew Buurman 


Vatican doubts 

Sir: I am a practising Roman 
Catholic. I am shocked to hear that 
the Vatican has approached the 
British government to release 
Pinochet to return to Chile. What 
right has the Vatican to interfere? 

I have for some time wondered 
about the Vatican. We had the fairly 
recent story of the Vatican hank; 
and the involvement of the Mafia. 
Now we have the support of 
- -Pinochet Maybe the time has • 
come when the Vatican should be - 
i viewed asJesus sawtfoeterpple^ i >. 
and its officials. 

Has the Vatican considered the 
effect on those who have suffered 
under Pinochet? Did they ask 
Cardinal Hume what he felt before 
making the approach? 

J CONNELL 
Sutton St Nicholas 
Hereford and 
Worcester 

Lucky Wales 

Sun During the contest and after 
the result I have looted in vain for 
the merest mention by press and 
television that Labour is a 
fortunate party to have had two 
such able candidates for tbe Welsh 
Assembly’s presidency. Other 
parties don’t have Such resources 
even when seekinga UK national 
leaden 

JIMBRUNTON 

Edinburgh 

Sin Your perceptive article by 
Donald Macintyre (Comment, 22 
February) on the leadership of tbe 
new Welsh Assembly included the 
passing observation that MrBlair 
has tbe rightto appoint bishops, 
Regius professors, BBC chairmen 
and goodness knows who else. Not 
in Wales, of course. Our onfy 
Regius professors and politically 
appointed bishops are those who 
have retired from across the 
border where - at least in 
episcopal appointments -you’re 80 
years behind! 

ROBERT M E PATERSON. 
Cowbridge. 

Vcde of Glamorgan. 


Transplant tests 

Sir From Dr David Hill's 
perspective as an anaesthetist, his 
(fistasteforafganliarvestiDg 
procedures is understandable: he 
wants all his anaesthetics to result 
in a conscious and happy patient. 

However his unnecessarily 

emotive letter of 22 February gives 
the erroneous impression that 
donor organs are strippedfrom . 

patients with a chance of life. This 

is untrue, and can onfybe 
damaging to attempts to reduce 
the number of patients waiting fix’ 
donor organs. 

True, the “semblance” of life 
remains, but the diagnosis of brain- 
stem death excludes the possibility 
of any form of conscious survival or 
an existence without life-support A 
few minutes after disconnection 
from the ventilator the donor would 
cease to “be warm and pink ... have 
a heartbeat and pulse” because the 
areas of the brain which regulate 
this activity are dead. Even 
ventilated, the donor requires 
increasing intervention from 
medical staff to regulate tiie 
metabolic and cardiovascular 
instabilities which occur following 
brain-stem death and the 
consequent lack of autonomic 
control from higher centres. The 
time from the diagnosis of brain- 
stem death to life being declared 
extinrt by the more traditional 
dinical markers can only be 
counted iu days. 

Taking organs for transplant is 
never going to be pleasant for any 
concerned, but the thousands 
nequiringorgans are alive in the 
frill sense of the word and can go on 
to lire productive lives. Organs are 
removed only after we are sure 
that there is no hope left for the . 
donor; and consent is obtained 
from next often. 

Dr ANDREW ROBINS ON 
FbrestqfDean, Gloucestershire 

Defiant Serbia 

Sir. Military action to “encourage 
peace” in Kosovo is widely 
supported in newspaper editorials, 
while the public seems little 
concerned. 

Behind these positions there 
appear to be two unspoken 
premises: first, that the Serbs 
“deserve it" because they have not 
been suffidentiy punished for the 
conflicts in Croatia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, attributed to Serbia's 
“expansionist” aims; and second, 
that there is little prospect of Nato 
casualties, the public having grown 
used to frequent and almost 
casualty-free “strifes” against Iraq. 
- Against the first case It should be 
pointed out that Serbia lost the 
• earlier .wars r and as aresuit-. i 
supports more than 700,000 
refugees, mostly Serbs expelled 
from their homes in Croatia and 
Bosnia. The sanctions imposed on 
Serbia in 1993 resulted in the 
highest recorded inflation, 
reducing the economy to 40 per . 
cent of its prewar level Serbs in 
Croatia have fallen from 17 per cent 
to less than 2 per cent of the 
population. 

In the second case, the Serbs 
have better air defences and 
considerable combat experience 
and would almost certainly inflict 
casualties on any invading forces 
and probably down a few planes as 
wefl. Britain and America have a 
tradition of entering wars they 
expect to wmwitii ease; Serbia has 
a tradition of fighting for 
generations against enemies 
against whom they expect to lose. 
Call it foolhardiness or bravery; no 
one should doubt Serbia’s resolve 
to defend itsdf at whatever cost 
BRIAN POCOCK 
London W6 

Dry wit 

Sir A travel poster on Liverpool 
Street Station commending 
“Harwich for the Continent” was 
once much improved by the 
addition of graffiti stating, “Frinton 
for the incontinent” Ibis goes a 
long way towards explaining, on 
firm medical grounds, why a pub 
might not be seen as at all 
necessary to the Frinton locals 
(Quote of lie Day. 16 Ffebruaiy). ' 
MICHAEL BOWEN 
Wmsfey, Wiltshire 
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NEW LEAGUE tables have just 
been published by the Govern- 
ment showing which social class 
has performed best in the last two 
years, and giving guidance to those 
who wish to change class in the 
near future or just put their child- 
ren down for a new' class. And the 
surprise is that even under New 
Labour the upper classes have 
continued to perform very well 
"The upper classes have got a 
lot of experience and history be- 
hind them, and a gift for cunning 
and camouflage,” the author of the 
report, Professor Jeremy Thurs- 
day told me in an exclusive inter- 
view. “Also, they have got an 
inherent sense of their own super- 
iority. It’s significant, I think, that 
we talk about the upper classes in 
the plural but the working class in 
the singular.” 


What’s significant about that? 
“I don’t know. 1 just hare a gut 
feeling that it is.” 

So. which classes have per- 
formed best in the league table? 

"The working class hare done 
very TOIL So have the middle class- 
es. And the upper classes too. AH 
social classes have shown progress 
under the government’s new class 
performance incentive scheme.” 
What does the scheme involve? 
“Making everyone feel better 
even if they’re not better off” 
Hmm... Isn’t it surprising that 

the upper classes continue to thrive 

under a Labour government? 

“Well, that might be so if we ac- 
tually had a Labour government 
What we’ve got is a New Labour 
government which is dedicated to 
ke ep ing the Tories in opposition for 
the foreseeable future by stealing 


Tory policies and operating as a 
crypto -Tory government” 

Phew! Isn’t thata bit satirical, a 
bit sort of alternative comedy com- 
ing from a professor of sociolog)'? 

"Yes. it is, and one interesting 
thing that comes out of this British 
class league table is that almost afl 
alternative comedians and sociol- 
ogy professors do come from the 
working dass or upper working 
dass. And if they don't they pretend 
they do" 

And did Professor Jeremy 
Thursday himself have a wor king 
rifl'd background? 

"With a name like Jeremy 
Thursday? You’re kidding! I had to 
struggle to get where I am today." 

And where are you today ? 

“Near the top of the profes- 
sional dasses ” 

And who are they? 



MILES 

KINGTON 

'The upper classes aren’t 
interested in governing 
the country. They’re just 
interested in owning it’ 

“They are that part of the middle 
dass who are ever so middle dass 
but who don't want to call them- 


selves middle class. But I tell you, 
if I had known what I know now, I 
would never hare started from fee 
middle class to become a sociol- 
ogist. Td have joined the working 
class first and got the right 
background. 

“Ifyou want to get into a certain 
profession, you would be well ad- 
vised to choose your dass carefolly 
first That’s why parents like to 
study dass league tables. You want 
your son to be a comedian or a foot- 
baller? Sign up for the working 
dass. You want him to be an ac- 
countant or a bureaucrat? Go for 
the middle class.” 

How easy is it for someone to 
move from dass to dass? If you 
reckon you’re in the wrong dass, 
can you change without trouble? 

“tf you’re prepared to work at it 
Relocating from working dass to 


middle clas s seldom involves a 
great deal more than mo difica tion 
of accent change of table manners, 
revamping of meal times and a 
change of dog.” 

Change of dog? 

“Dog By Class Chart, seepage 
78 ‘ ® ut 8°“® from 
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umessyou married 
into the upper dass. That’s quick 
and easy Otherwise it could take 
a generation or two ” 

Presumably, though, it wffl be 

less attractive to become upper 
dass now that peers’ hereditary 
votes are being removed’ 
“Rubbish! The upper’ classes 
aretf tinteresfced in governing the 

terested m owning it Tiet-s ^ 
treme wealth fa the key to entering 
the upper classes. And wh^e*. 


treme poverty is the key to leaving |j 
the upper classes.” It 

I thought birth and position 
were the key to entry? 

‘TfrL no - that comes later %u 
get birth and status a/teryou’vebe- 
co *n cupper class. Nobody ever be- 
ef 016 upper dass by being upper 
ciass - start with wealth arte <, 
move on to breeding lata: Ybu J . 
don’t know much about this, * £ 

you? What dass are you?” | 

Um... middle dass, I think. ' * - 
“Then you should seriously 
think about polishing your shoes i || 
more often. Nettl” • s* 

2*' ^wemmentReport onSoadJfe 
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Fine words, but a 
change of tone does 
not a policy make 

“IT IS not a change of policy. It is a change of gear," 
declared Tbny Blair yesterday, announcing change-over 
plans for the euro. Well, that may be true. But moving up 
from first to second gear doesn’t exactly get you on the 
expressway. 

Within his own political terms, there is a Jot to be said 
in favour of the Prime Minister’s statement While he 
announced no change in policy and no deviation from 
Gordon Brown's three conditions for joining, as laid down 
in October 1997, Mr Blair is now committed to defending 
the euro and its possibilities himsp.if, rather than leaving 
it to the CBI and others to do the interpretation for bbm- 
But that is not the same thing as leadership, as well be 
knows. Like the crab, the Labour Government seems 
intent on approaching this subject forever sideways, 
ready at any moment to see dangers ahead and to with- 
draw beneath the shell. 

So we, the British public, as well as British business, 
have been now told: “Yes, we must take tins development 
seriously. Yes, we must make plans how to manage it if 
we do join. But no, Britain has not decided to do so yet 
Nor will we until after the next election.” 

That is hardly helpful to businesses, which, given the 
cost and time they will have to devote to conversion, will 
be reluctant to take it on until the train is already leav- 
ing the station. Nor is it very helpful to voters coming to 
the next general election, who will find decisions confused 
if not totally overshadowed by a further decision that they 
will have to fnakp after the event 

It is all very well repeating the October 1997 conditions 
as if they were some Mod of mantra for a blessed life. Even 
on the Prime Minister’s own account they need to be 
looked at again. The old argument about diverging econ- 
omic cycles has been undermined by the convergence of 
interest and inflation rates. True, there are real problems 
about the different rates of imen^oymentatidthe different 
levels of social costs between Britain and the rest of 
Europe. True, the last thing Britain may want at this stage 
is to hitch itself to a train running off the tracks into the 
socialist recidivism of Oskar Lafontaine. But joining EMU 
does not entail this. Just the opposite. It is only by join- 
ing the euro soon that we can prevent ourselves being 
damaged latex; when policy has already been formulated. 
The Europeans may welcome Mr Blair’s tone, but they 
are unlikely to be impressed fay his words. 

Maybe it is too much to expect a government of focus 
groups to abandon caution and to leap Into a decision 
before the election - although this is certainfythe course 
we would prefer. But it is surely not too much to urge the 
Prime Minister and his Chancellor to stop the shadow play 
and reveal their true intentions. The reality of public opin- 



ion on Europe is always, as it is on most economic issues, 
that the public will remain unenthusiastic for change but 
not resistant to it There is nothing in the market research 
to suggest that most people are actively against Europe. 
But they are not convinced fay a monetary revolution that 
has onfy just begun. 

Given that, you can wait, as the Government is doing, 
for the mood to swing gradually in favour as the euro 
proves itself, or you can lead opinion and throw yourself 
into Europe to make sure it is a success. To the Govem- 
.ment the risks are all in early decisions. 

Fbr the country, however; the risks are all in delay. It 
can only damage our ability to influence Europe, under- 
mine our fixture as the financial capital of the world’s 
biggest economic region (just look at the ambitions of 
Erankftxrt ifyou doubt that), reduce inward investment and 
- not the least importantly - hide our businesses from the 
need to face European-wide competition. Having come this 
far; Mr Blair; leave your shell and march forward. 


Mink farming is cruel 
and must end now 

THEY MAY have been wrong-headed and dangerous, but 
the recent mass liberations of mink from their cages did 
at least force attention on this issue. Now a Private Mem- 
ber's Bill, sponsored by Maria Eagle MR is attempting to 
outlaw mink forming in this country. The bill has attract- 
ed cross-party support It should be welcomed not only by 
anti-fur models cavorting in Piccadilly Circus but by all 
those campaigning for the better treatment of animals. 

Mink farming is a disgusting industry. It cannot be com- 
pared with battexy farming erfhens or the tethering of sows. 
Mink are wild animals. In their natural habitat in North 
America they live near water, in territories of some four 
square miles. Kept in barren cages they go mad. Caged ’ 
mink exhibit several sorts of stress-related symptoms. They 


attack each other They exhibit repetitive behaviour. They 
start to tear themselves to pieces, biting their own legs 
and fur. If they survive this trauma relatively undamaged, 
mink are gassed with either carbon dioxide or carbon mon- 
oxide, to preserve an unmarked pelt The animals take 
some time to choke to death. 

When protesters release them into the wild, mink, not 
befog indigenous, cause havoc. In a recent release they 
killed pets and wild birds before being rounded up. Of 
course, not all are caught those left at large compete 
fiercely with such endangered native species as the otter. 

The argument that Britain should allow mink farming 
because ifwe (fid not someone dse would do it is completely 
irrelevant There are only 13 such farms left in the coun- 
try and the Bill provides for the fair compensation of their 
owners. But more importantly, keeping mink in cages is 
a cruelty that only debases our humanity. The Government 
should make sure that Ms Eagle’s Bill swiftly gets on to 
the Statute Book, to enable us to end this vile industry. 


Mr Blair remains a cautious soul - 
and not without good reason 


THE PRE-EVENT publicity insisted 
that at 3 -30pm precisely yesterday 
Tbuy Blair would cross the Rubicon 
of Britain’s membership of the single 
currency. The way back would be 
barred: our fate would be sealed and 
doubters banished to the fringes of 
polite society. As an inhabitant of 
that slim intersection on the Venn 
diagram of politics which houses 
centre-left E MU-sceptics, I huddled 
miserably in front of the television set 
awaiting the moment when my cau- 
tious counsel would finally be dashed 
against the steely convictions of the 
Prime Minister. 

It turned out to be a far less hor- 
rible experience than 1 imagined. 
The Rubicon stands where it stood. 
The only difference is that Mr Blair 
has said that before decitfing whether 
or not we will cross it, he wffl ensure 
that he has very expensive equipment 
just in case. 

Not that it is befog spun that way. 


oounced on the question of whether 
our policy on entry is “if” or “when” 
with foe mteresting ruse (rf (tedaring 
the two words interchangeable (he 
might consider briefing in German 
next time, a language in which they 
are). The psychological impact of a 
statement of foe possible benefits of 
Britain's EMU membership made fay 

the Prime Minister at a time of his own 

choosing is intended to move public 
opinion towards membership. That 
much is dear. But this is not the oc- 
casion for Europhiles to hangout the 
blue and yellow bunting. Mr Blair has 
opened why one of his ears to their 
persuasions. He chose his words very 


carefully and nowhere did he say 
that he was unconditionally in favour 
of membership. Indeed, foe reiteration 
of foe benefits of a “successful single 
currency” served to raise foe unnerv- 
ing spectre of an unsuccessful one 
Nor did the Prime Minister depart 
from the comrmtmmt to convergence 
tests laid out in October 1997 for the 
Chancellor There was no attempt to 
argue, as many proponents of early 
entry do, that our economy will con- 
verge naturally with others once 
Britain is set on an irrevocable course 
of joining, or that foe tests should be 
waived in the service of foe Great 
European Cause 
The Government's stated position 
has not changed one jot The real pur- 
pose of yesterday’s exercise was to 
test whether foe appearance of mo- 
mentum at foe top will move public 
opinion to a point where Mr Blair 
would feel ready to risk his authority 
on fidiy backing British entry. Hence 
foe announcement of a national 
changeover plan to ensure that we are 
ready to nse the euro in 2001 or 2002. 
Once central payments systems, In- 
land Revenue operations and Customs 
and Excise have been prepared, at 
great cost and effort, for the demise 
of the pound, there mil be a referen- 
dum to see whether we really want to 
get xid of it at alL 

Conventional practice and good 
housekeeping, to say nothing of demo- 
cratic transparency might suggest 
that thing s should be done foe other 
way around, with the referendum 
first and the implementation later 
Naturally; though, there is method in 
Mr Blair's madness. There always is. 



Anne 

mcelvoy 

The Rubicon is a lot 
wider and more turbulent 
than those who urge us to 
wade in may realise 

The topsy-turvy procedure betrays die 
Government’s fear that popular 
scepticism about foe euro is not 
dissolving, and that even after the fall 
artillery assault of a referendum 
campaign there will still be too high 
a risk of thatNew Labour mifainkable: 
a defeat 

Ffcr from befa& as vaunted, a brave 

fnmrni tmgnt tr> th«* taim, this is a enn- 

tinoation of foe policy of stealth for 
other means. Pro-EMU voices in 
business, politics and the media who 
have been pleading and napffin p, with 


an exact timetable of British entry 
underestimated Mr Blair’s natural 
caution. The Prime Minister is acutely 
aware that this is foe first major 
rhangt* fa the UK’s circumstances 
over whose consequences he has 
little control 


Pbr all the sound and fuxy of foe ar- 
gument, neither side knows whether 
EMU can be kept on the road, what 
the sacrifices will be, and whether they 
are worth making. 

This was foe point that William 
Hague was making rafter well in his 
reply; until he becanoe side-tracked try 
the temptation to bang on about “a 
thousand years of history" - which 
was a fastfan soundbite when 
Gaitskell first used it to attack the 
Common Market in foe Fifties, and is 
best left out of reasoned debates 
about the future of Europe in 1999. 

Unlike the French and fi rman 
governments, which had not foe 
slightest intention of letting their vot- 
ers interfere with the wfll of their polk- 
irians, foe citizens of the UK expect 
a vote on the most significant and far- 
reaching event in national life since . 
foe wac So there is nothing inevitable 
about entry. 

The watchful eye of Alastair Cftinp- 
beH has been monitoring foe opinion 
polls and heeding their warnings. 
After the launch erf economic and moo- 
etary union on New Year’s Day, foe 
best PR event fbr foe euro because it 
seemed to herald a success while not 
in fact risking failure, foe next major 
poll showed 52 per cent in favour of 
the UK joining EMU and 29 per cent 
against, with 19 per cent undecided. 

At the same time, leading EU 
figures are becoming far bolder in 
trumpeting foe political nature erf the 
sin gl e currency - which New Labour 
has hitherto sought to pfay down - on 
the grounds that the euro is easier to 
sen to the British public than the cre- 
ation of a supra-institution to run It 


For foe first time yesterday, Mr 
Blair conceded a political dimension 
without specifying what it might be. 
He might consider Oskar Lafootaine’s 
recent statement “The European 
Central Bank has the primary objec- 
tive of maintaining price stability but 
without prejudice to this objective, it 
is obliged to support economic growth 
along with high levels of employment 
and social protection.” 

As Kant remarked, “The great 
goods cannot live together.” Mr La- 
fontaine simply cannot have every- 
thing he says he wants. It does 
prejudice the “key objective” of pur- 
suing low inflation if this aim is ac- 
companied by the other aspirations 
laid out by foe German Finance Min- 
ister The only sense his declaration 
makes is as a plea for governments 
to have the right to interfere with foe 
objective-setting of the ECB. 

My question to Mr Blair is: what 
does he think about this? Does he 
warn the UK to be in a euro zone run 
by independent bankas ruthlessly 
running a single-interestrate policy 
whatever foe circumstances in foe 
member states, but free of political 
constraints? 

Or does he concede Mr La- 
fontaine's point that governments 
should get involved in running the 
single currency, and if so, hoW does 
heavily does he think that Britain! s in- 
fluence will weigh against other 
interests? None of these questions 
was answered yesterday. Nor will 
they go away. The Rubicon is a lot 
wider and more turbulent than those 
who urge us to wade in with haste 
have realised. 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“I might be dead by now if it were not for cannabis." 
Eric Mann, 
arthritic grandfather 

T HOUGHT FOR THE PAY 

“If you have to tell them who you are, you aren’t anybody/ 
Gregory Peck, 
jUm actor 




MILOSEVIC IS plainly seeking 

to gam through diplomacy what 

he cannot hope to gain mili- 
tarily- Other European states 
are getting cold feet over 
Nato's threat to bomb what is 
left of Yugoslavia. He may wel- 
come limited military action as 
a means of showing his people 
that he was obliged to give up 
a bargaining position for their 
own good. Experts are betting 
that foe Kosovars will accept 
foe Nato plan. Let’s hope so. 
Dallas Morning Netus. US 


INTERVENTION HAS never 
been an effective method forre- 
solving disputes. Threatening 
to use force complicates the 
problem, and jeopardises 
security and stability. The 
Climate in Ramboufliet is chilly 
and people are anxiously await- 
ing foe outcome of foe talks. 
Peace advocates anticipate an 
accqxtabte end to foe crisis and 
hope that foe cold winter days 
will soon give wayto the arrival 
iff spring. 

C tana Daily 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
World comment on current developments at 
the Kosovo peace summit at Rambouillet 


WELL NATOS EU states ever do 
for America what we are wflfing 
to do for them? Or is the truth 
to be found in the congenital 
impertinence of sett-indulgent 
“allies" such as France, which 


makes a fetish out erf critidzing 
America, the country that more 
than once has saved them from 


uage for German? 
Holland, Sentinel, US 


EVEN AS negotiations pro- 
gressed, Serbian forces as- 
saulted monitors and attacked 
Kosovo villages. This is a taste 
of what may still be in store if 
the US and its allies la<& the vriD 
to stand up to Milosevic sow. 
Washington Post, US 

RECONCILIATION IS challeng- 
ing in the Balkans but policies 
which have succeeded else- 
where should be given a 
chance. Short-term protector- 
ates can prevent wars. But 


only a long-term integration 
paves the way for true peace. 
Business Ikiy, South Africa 

Milosevic acts like an 
opportunistic megalomaniac 
even though he is only the 
ruler of a Balkan repub- 
lie he has bled dry.Ccmtinuing 
fa this way; he is ready - as he 
demonstrates - to raise foe 
stakes and to go back on his 
word, but always to maintain 
fas role of games-master 
Le Monde, France 
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BRET EASTON Ellis’s signing 
party for his new novel 
Glamorama, at the Freedom 
bar in London’s Wardour 
Street this week, was hit by a 
fashionable no-show. Ellis's 
handlers dished out free 

rmrgaritas. and cigarette 

girls ran amok to lure celebs. 
But the prey were all partying 
around the bend at 
Chinawhite, where Next was 
celebrating the London 
Fashion Week launch of its 
model agency's new London 
office. Faces in the crowd 
included David Coulthard, 
Farrah Fawcett, Ozwald 
Boateng and Brit award 
winners The Corns. There 
was a chilly atmosphere 
between Mick Hucfanall, with 
his customary bevy of glossy 
talent in tow. and his former 
flame. Adriana Sfcenarikova. 
the current Wonderbra poster 
girl and lingerie modeL 
Meanwhile, back in literary 
land. Ellis hit the hay before 
midnight Given that 
G/amorama reads like an 
extended guest list, maybe 
the American psycho 
should've skipped the zzzs for 
some first-hand research. 


SO LUKE Johnson has won 
the Menswear Council's 
award as best-dressed 
businessman of the year 
1999. The mean-spirited 
might carp that it’s a bit 
like winning fourth prize in 
a mediocrity contest 
(wouldn't an award for the 
worst-dressed businessman 
of the year be more ton?). 
But the owner of Belgo’s 
and Pizza Express beat his 
dapper rival Oliver Peyton, 
who is seriously sartorially 
on point But if the duo had 
gone head to head over the 
entertainment quotient of 
their respective eateries, 
wouldn’t you have bet the 
farm on Peyton? Pizza 
parlours may be perennially 
perky, but It is mere scraps 
compared to Peyton’s 
stable, which includes 
Coast Mash, and the 
Atlantic. 


DAVID HASS£LHOFF*S 
proposed chain of Baywatch 
(Babe watch?) eateries is too 
good to be true. At the 
Glamorama party everyone 
was making jokes about 
ordering your drinks by cup 
size and waiting an hour after 
eating before trying to listen 
to Hasselhoff sing. The 
best was the broker who 
said: “Oh, it’ll be just 
like the TV show. 

People sit down, strip A 
off and dash around ^ J 
but after an hour you . ■” -M 
realise nothing’s *" m 
actually happened.” ' JT 


IN VIEW of the * 

current Met mess. ‘ 
isn't it curious ■ 

that supposedly 
sleepy Leicester cops can 
tell us that 4.5 per cent of 
their force is Afiro- 
Caribbcan. while the 
allegedly more responsive 
Met can't reveal the 
precise ethnic origin of 
any of their 871 minority 


officers? Zs this a lack of 
communication? Or of 
concentration? 


DON'T BOGART that dg, 
WlucL A questionnaire 
currently circulating in the 
Lords asks members where 
and when they think they 
should be allowed to smoke 
on the premises. This may be 
a harbinger of a 21st-century 
Parliament-wide tobacco ban. 
If and when it’s implemented, 
will it sound the death-knell 
of the smoke-filled room? 

Can a Party Cigar bar be far 
away? Lobby rage? Perhaps 
health lobbyists will be 
attacked by a woolsack of 
wheezy old buffers with a 
nicotine monkey on their 
collective back. 


THE ACTRESS Daryl 
Hannah (pictured) 
sharpens her claws on the 
catQap of her turbulent 
love life with Brit journalist 
Chrissie I ley in the next 
issue of the American 
men's magazine Gear. 
“Let's just say I’ve let my 
lovers treat me worse than 
my friends,” says the 38- 
year-old star of Blade 
Runner and Roxanne. “Tm 
attracted to darkness," the 
animal-loving actress 
admits. “I pretty much go 
for the messed-up things. I 
don't want to. Bnt I can’t 
help it” Too right; a 10- 
year fling with Jackson 
Browne culminated in a 
black eye and her finger in 
a sling; the crooner 
pleaded self-defence. When 
Hannah's subsequent tryst 
with John Kennedy Jr fell 
ont of bed - he married the 
Calvin Klein girl Carolyn 
Besette - she spent her ex’s 
wedding day alone In a 
Colorado teepee. Glossy 
rivals Sharon Stone and 
Michelle Pfeiffer have 
rocketed past her in the 
Hollywood handicap, but 
Daryl, who has made eight 
films in the last year, can't 
remember the names of 
any of them. 

Pandora can be contacted 
by e-mail afc pandora® 

independent 

co.uk 








"00 


A principle of justice in jeopardy 


THE PUBLICATION of the report of 
toe Lawrence intprny chaired by a 
retired High Court judge will prove 
to be a landmark in many respects. 
It has, by all accounts, confronted 
racism in the police and has con- 
firmed what leaders of the black 
community have been saying for 
years. All of this ismuch welcomed 
ButI seriousfy question whether this 
is the appropriate body to recom- 
mend, as the leaks suggest the abo- 
lition of one of the cornerstones of 
our criminal law system - the rule 
against double jeopardy. 

This rule is of great antiquity and, 
prevents a person being prosecut- 
ed more than once for the same of- 
fence or for an offence on which he 
could have been convicted at the 
first trial. In this country individu- 
als cannot be dragged back contin- 
ually to the courts to be retried for 
the same offences. The unfairness 
of such a practice was appreciated 
over 200 years ago. 

There is nothing in the Lawrence 
case to demonstrate that the rule re- 
quires revision. The problem in 
that case was that, despite the 
views of the Crown Prosecution 
Service that there was not sufficient 
evidence available at that time to 
justify a prosecution, a private pros- 
ecution was launched The Director 



Anthony 
Scrivener QC 

A vote-winning law 
and order government 
needs convictions and 
more criminals locked up 

of Public Prosecutions had the 
power to lake over the private pros- 
ecution and make sure it did not go 
on but it would have taken a very 
brave director to do that bearing in 
mind the intense media interest So 
the case was allowed to proceed 
As the evidence emerged it be- 
came painfully obvious that the 
Crown Prosecution Service were 
correct and that the evidence would 
not justify a conviction. It was not 
even strong enough to establish a 
prizna-fade case. The net result of 


bringing a hopeless prosecution 
was to prevent any prosecution 
ever being brought against the 
same defendants in the future. 
Everyone involved knew toe rule. 

This sad litany hanflyjustifies the 
abolition of toe rule It merely pro- 
vides a salutary warning not to 
prosecute someone where there is 

insufficient evidence. 

. The double jeopardy rule exists 
in some form or other in most 
civilised countries. The recom- 
mendation for its abolition did not 
arise from any term of reference of 
toe inquiry. The subject has never 
been examined by a property con- 
stituted Royal Commission or even 
by the Law Commission. In fact it 
is difficult to see why the Lawrence 
inquiry thought it necessary to pon- 
tificate upon the subject at al 

The cry for abolition has emerged 
for no good reason on a tidal wave 
of emotion, and this is the danger. 
With this background it provides a 
further incentive for the Govern- 
ment to use this strong feeling as an 
excuse further to erode the rapidly 
diminishing principles of our crim- 
inal law in a blaze of media praise. 

Law and order have become a po- 
litical issue. There are votes to be 
won by being seen to be hitting crim- 
inals (by this is meant all those 


^bar ged with criminal offences) . It 
is a simple matter of arithmetic. 
There are too many acquittals. A 
vote- winning law and order gov- 
ernment needs more convictions 
pnd irwr e primfriflls locked up. Here 

is another opportunity to be seen to 

be taking a tough line. 

The present Government has 
readily taken on the mantle as- 
sumed by the Tory’s last home sec- 
retary. Tory bills were immediately 
adopted and the Labour Govern- 
ment propose to go much further 
than a Tbiy government would ever 
have dared. 

Disclosure by the police tea de- 
fendant in a criminal fcri^l has been 
curtailed to such an extent by 
statute that had these rules been in 
force at the time the Guildford Four 
and many others would still be in 
prison. The relevant documents 
would not have had to be disclosed. 

By another recent statute a wide 
discretion is given to the prosecu- 
tion to have a witness's statement 
read at a trial without the defence 
befog able to cross-examine the wit- 
ness at aH This is no longer limit- 
ed to witnesses who are ill or beyond 
the seas. 

The Government also plans to re- 
move the right for trial by jury in a 
large categmy of cases. The real rea- 


son is that magistrates convict 
more than juries. The abolition of 
trial by jury in serious fraud cases 
wffl be next and this will provide the 
thin end of the wedge for reducing 
this right to only the most serious 
q&nces tike murder, rape or armed 
robbery. The criminal law of Hong 
Kbng will provide a good modeL 

The mutilation of criminal legal 
aid the introduction of the pub- 
lic defender system will ensure that 
the best and most experienced win 
only be available to the prosecution. 

The only real questions are how 
much the muted Labour back- 
benchers will put up with, and to 
what extent the European Court of 
Human Rights will intervene and. 
strike down such restrictions. 

A property constituted commis- 
sion would have considered the 
impact rrf the European Convention 
of Human Rights before recom- 
mending the abolition of the double 
jeopardy rule. The Lawrence inquiry 
did not If they had they would have 
realised that toe European Court 
would be most unlikely to tolerate 
the abolition of a rule which is con- 
sidered to be a fundamental part of 
our criminal law system. 

The author is a former chairman 
qf toe Bar Council 


Why racist officers flourish 
in an anti-racist force 


IN RECENT months when speaking 
at meetings concerning the murder 
of Stephen Lawrence I’ve found 
that my audiences have usually 
been shocked to hear in my opening 
statement that I think that Sir Paul 
Condon is the most dearfy anti- 
racist commissioner of police in the 
history of the Met This usually 
brings the rejoinder that this isn't 
saying very much, but it is important 
to see the present scandal in its 
historical context 

Back in 1981, Labour won control 
of toe GLC on a manifesto that in- 
cluded the pledge that we would 
mate the police democratically 
accountable by bringing them under 
the control of the GLC. Needless to 
say, this proposal was greeted as a 
threat to civilisation as we know it 
with Tbzy backbenchers warning 
that if I got control of the police I 
would use them to arrest business- 
men for making a profit 

Against this background of ele- 
vated debate there was little chance 
of progress during the Thatcher 
tyranny, so we setup a shadow pol- 
ice authority chaired by my old 
friend Paul Boateng (now a Gov- 
ernment minister) which set about 
monitoring police racism and homo- 
phobia while preparing a detailed 
blueprint for how control ofthepo- 
lice could be transferred to the GLC 
from the Home Office, whose su- 
pervision consisted of one civil ser- 
vant devoting half a working week 
to the topic. 

The response of Thatcher's gov- 
ernment was to lockfor a real hard- 
liner to take over as commissioner 
of police, in the form of Sir Kenneth 
Newman. In his time at the RUC he 
had presided over an increasing mil- 
itarisation of the force. I protested 
strongly to the Home Secretary 
that he was just about the last per- 



Ken 

Livingstone 

The Met's commissioner 
insisted on supporting his 
officers in a succession 
of appalling cases 

son on earth that London’s explosive 
policing situation needed. 

True to form. Sir Kenneth in- 
structed his entire staff that they 
were to have no contact with the 
GLC in any form whatsoever: His 
hardline paramilitary tactics in- 
creased toe pressure on London’s 
black communities and led to the 
explosion at Broadwater Farm and 
the horrific murder of PC Blakelock. 
Even Thatcher recognised the need 
for a change in policing, and brought 
in Sir Peter Imbert as Newman’s re- 
placement The difference was 
marked, with Imbert prepared not 
just to meet Labour councillors but 
to appear in televised debates with 
Labour critics. By the time Imbert 
retired toe Met had established 
real links with black Londoners and 
was itself asking to be brought 
under democratic control. 

Tragically one of Sir Paul's first 
decisions was to overturn the plans 
he had inherited from Imbert to re- 
organise the police districts to co- 
incide with individual London 


boroughs. This aside, Sir Paul made 
a good start by broadening and 
strengthening the Mef s links with 
the public. Both publicly and in 
private meetings with Labour MPs 
he strongly committed the Met to 
tackling racism in London and with- 
in itself, and for several years man- 
aged to persuade critics that he was 
moving in the right direction. His 
high-profile attacks on corrupt offi- 
cers increased his standing. 

However; a sign that all was not 
well was his constant insistence on 
supporting his officers in a succes- 
sion of appalling cases in which 
members ofthe public sued the Met 
for racist sexist and violent behav- 
iour: Time after time Sir Paul would 
defend his officers, right up to the 
last minute before juries awarded 
massive damages. 

However, despite occasional in- 
sensitive comments, Sir Paul con- 
tinued to say all toe right things, 
creating the impression that while 
on the side of the angels, he was held 
back by toe sheer scale of the 
resistance to his reforms among 
rank-and-file officers. Until last year; 
most Labour MPs would have had 
no h e sita tio n in recommmdfogJack 
Straw to appoint Sir Paul to a sec- 
ond term. I myself believed that it 
was important to make an early 
statement that Sir Paul would have 
a second term to prevent the corrupt 
and racist minority of police officers 
thinking tha t, if they just dug in until 
the end of bis term, they might find 
his successors softer touch. 

The Lawrence inquiry has shat- 
tered all these illusions. Rather 



Sir Paul Condon at the Lawrence inquiry AUsdair MacDonald 


speeches in committee wi D some- 
how filter down through the 
machine, humanising the council 
bureaucracy on the way. We all 
learn quickly that fine speeches are 
not enough; you have to get stuck 
into the detailed and brutal work of 
changing attitudes and individuals. 

Dining Sir Paul’s testimony to the 
Lawrence inquiry, toe stogie most 
revealing moments were when he 
was repratety pressed by the chair- 
man and others to accept that his 
force was institutionally racist - a 
point he steadfastly refused to con- 
cede. Those present felt that while 
he privately accepted this to be 
true, he seemed to be saying that if 
he admitted toe fact he would lose 
the confidence of his officers. 

This is Sir Paul's fetal flaw. 

Anyone who leads a large organ- 


than appearing as the champion Df isation eventually comes to the point 
reform,Sfr Paul now reminds me of where toe public interest and the 
the many well-meaning Labour bureaucratic self-interest of the 
councillors I have known who. when organisation that they lea d are in 


given their first post of responsibil- .conflict At that point leadership 
ity; naively assume that making fine requires that you put the public 


interest first and push through 
reform, even if you have to take on 
your own organisation. 

The tragedy ofSir Paul is that he 
inherited an organisation in which 
institutional racism was present 
but denied. This denial did not come 
just from a minority of racist offioera, 
but had been legitimised by Lord 
Scannan’s inquiry into the Brixton 
riots of 1981 and loudly endorsed by 
Thatcher’s government 

Anyone such as Paul Boateng or 
myself daring to question this right- 
wing political correctness was vili- 
fied by those same newspapers that 
have belatedly switched sides and 
will now denounce Sir Paul, to the 
extent that it would be inconceivable 
that Jack Straw could appoint him 
to a second term. 

AH toat remains for Sir Paul Con- 
don in hfc last year of affire fc to start 
with real vigour to root out the cul- 
ture and the individuals who have 
ffisgraoed the name of toe Met ffbe 
no longer has the energy for that , 
task, be should go immediately. 
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/ LAST YEAR I became 
the patron of the Guin- 
ness Trust, which has 
been working hard to 
promote more thoughtful and 
far-sighted approaches to the 
layout and composition of new 
housing projects. The Guin- 
ness Trust has also been im- 
mensely helpful in my own 
efforts to provide new housing 
of a decent standard at Pound- 
bury, in Dorchester 
Here, on Duchy of Cornwall 
land, and amid considerable 
controversy, we have now 
secured a development pro* 
gramme whereby housing for 
affordable rent and for open 
market sale is successfully 
under way alongside new fee- 
tones, workshops and com- 
munity amenities. 

Through careful planning, 
Poundbuiy is beginning to add 
a new district to the town of 
Dorchester; not as soulless 
suburban sprawl but as a place 
which, to its own way will have 
as distinctive a character as 
Hampstead has in London, or 
Clifton has in Bristol. 

We are budding a place - 
somewhere which is recog- 
nisably a neighbourhood, and 
where, over time, it should be 
quite possible to live, to work. 


to shop and to take leisure, all 
within an easy walking dis- 
tance. Far from being “old- 
fashioned", Poundbuiy has 
merely tried to revisit those 
timeless principles that are 
best able to create a real sense 
of community. 

I mention Ftoundbury partly 
because it is a project that 
represents what for me are 
fundamental qualities that dis- 
tinguish good bousing devel- 
opment from bad. 

These qualities are widely 
accepted as ones that help to 
sell historic homes; they are the 
essential ingredients for many 
of the villages, towns and cities 
which people most enjoy visit- 
ing, yet they remain curiously 
absent from most of what we 
build today Could this partly ex- 
plain why there is such a knee- 
jerk reaction to new building 
development? Think of Edin- 
burgh New Town, historic 
Bath, Chelsea or Maiylebone. 
All of these are highly “five- 
able", prized locations, but 
densely populated, too. 

And yet so much of what 
has been built, and much that 
continues to be bunt, ignores 
the basic rules of place- 
making or to borrow Al Gore's 
phrase, “liveability”. 



PODIUM 

Prince Charles 

From a speech given by 
the Prince of Wales at 
a Housing Corporation 
conference and 
exhibition in Brighton 


Houses are thrown together 
in chaotic disorder; or segre- 
gated by isolated culs-de-sac 
and walls. Shops are bundled 
into large retail centres or 
malls, and workplaces are sep- 
arated off into so-called “busi- 
ness parks'*. 

All of this undermines the 
interactions and encounters 
that sustain good-quality com- 
m unity life, and corrodes 
neighbourhoods. People stop 
walking because every thing 


needs a car journey. This is 
obviously still more of a prob- 
lem for those wbo have no 

access to a cai; or can ill afford 

a bus journey. 

Physical and social disinte- 
gration is almost inevitable in 
these circumstances. 

One problem is that the 
whole planning process tends 
towards conflict and hostility, 
rather than involvement and 
reconciliation. This does noth- 
ing to help improve the quality 

of what is built, which then fur- 
toer undermines people's con- 
fidence in toe very notion of 
new development of any sort 

We used to have so-called 
Nimbys, but now Tm told that 
we have a newer even tougher 
generation, known fondly as 
r Bananas (“Build Absolutely 
Nothing Anywhere Near 
Anything"!) 

There was a time when new 
building wastft taken as a by- 
word for destruction or unifi- 
cation, and an aerial view of 
most historic market towns 
and vflkgBs,m this country and 
abroad, will usually display a 
fine blending of scale, layout, 
topography and materials, 

such that town and country co^ 

exist happily. Rarefy do we 
build sufih places now. By con- 


trast, the Character of most 
new house-building completely 
shatters any such relationship- 
Instead, the h nil dings seem to 
stand quite apart from the . 
landscape -an intrusion 
instead of a sympathetic and . 
logical extension. An A3 stan- 
dard bouse type therefor® ' 
looks identical whether it’s to 
Aberdeen or iforator, Dover 
or Carlisle. 

In many cultures, over " , 
thousands of years, such an in- 
vasion of the integrity of land ' > 
and landscape would have I 
been taken as sacrilegious* 
Whatever one’s spiritual be-. ! 
lids, I think it is dear that our , ; 
individual and collective sense j 

of well-being is deeply sSed- .A i 
cd by the character of , 
natural and man-made land- 
scapes, and toe relationship 
between them. 

If this generation bufida 
badfythen itleavesahfigbt 6** 
generations- Ruskin said that 
“When we build, fetus thinkwe’ 
build far ever", a point worth 
m a king when people, speak • 
widefy about sustainahaHtyhot . 
less about its time mesnfofi - 
which I believe to be 
about recovering that (B . 
which is timeless, in- : TF 
deed, sacred. 9 
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The crime of contagion 


WHEN YOU meet Paul Mayho for 
the first time, you wonder whether 
you are really in his home or In a 
hospital ward. I have just stepped 
off the street from the blaze of 
colour that is London’s Chinatown. 
Yet this haven is devoted to an anti- 
septic life. The walls are a 
white. There are no curtains, no car- 
pets, just wefl-polished, false wooden 
floors. The central light, modelled 
on a Sputnik spacecraft would look 
well in an operating theatre. There 
are no books, just piles of fie boxes 
that could contain patients' notes. 

And then there is the individual 
himself; swallowed up in this white- 
ness. Just 28, Paul looks drawn and 
tired. You can almost hear Keats's 
own angry line against the ravages 
of tuberculosis: ‘'Youth grows pale 
and spectre thin, and dies." 

Bui, of course, Paul Mayho did 
not die. He was lucky. He caught a 
particularly nasty strain of TB, 
resistant to all but the most toxic 
drugs. Of seven others infected in 
1995 at London's Chelsea and West- 
minster Hospital, six are dead. 
How did Paul survive? Because he 
is a feisty, bolshie soul. But also be- 
cause he spent months in isolation 
receiving constant treatment ft. has 
led to an extraordinary new book, 
the Tuberculosis Survival Hand- 
book , detailing a descent into 
despair after one doctor warned 
him that he might never leave his 
hospital room alive. 

Ybu may think that this book 
describes an experience no more ap- 
plicable to others than was the 
ordeal of the Beirut hostages. You 
would be wrong. Tuberculosis, 
which John Bunyan called “captain 
of all men of death", is bads in a big 
way. And public health directors, 
worried about its spreading - par- 
ticularly in a drug-resistant. Idler 
form - want tough new laws, rais- 
ing important rivl rights issues. The 
days are coming when even non- 
infectious TB patients could be 
locked op if they do not take their 
medicine. Many more people can ex- 
pect experiences similar to Paul's. 

So tot up carefully the cost of that 
experience. Fbr a start, Raul lost his 
partner. Both are HTV positive. 
When Paul was released from hos- 
pital, he was told that he should not 
live with anyone who was immune- 
suppressed, for fear that they would 
be vulnerable to infection. 

“I said: 1 can't live with you any 
more,'” Paul recalls. “The rela- 
tionship had become impractical. 
Hte hadvisfted me eveiydsor in hosp- 
ital and wanted us to stay together 
But I couldn't have that on my con- 
science He is my best friend. We are 
still in contact But we could not 
carry on the way we were” 

Paul’s diary describes a surreal 
world in which he survived the 
loneliness of TB on Ifemazepam, 
Valium and 80 cigarettes a day. 

“I never saw the doctors property 
Fbr months 1 was looked after by 
these Donald Duck-like charac- 
ters, wearing orange masks. Men- 
tally I sketched their faces, but 1 
could see only their eyes.” 

His symptoms included depres- 



Jack 

O'Sullivan 

It is tempting to apply a 
policy of coercion for those 
who won't co-operate 
with TB treatment 


sion, anxiety and possible psychosis 
- those were just the side-effects of 
cycloserine, an anti-TB drug. The 
disease itself involves emaciation, 
> a persistent hacking cough, a rac- 
ing pulse and night sweats. 

“My concentration got so small. 
Someone bought me a PlayStation, 
but I could not use it There was too 
much happening on the screen. It 
bamboozled me. Even watching 
television, I lost the thread. It was 
as though a part of me was going 
insane, while the other part was 
rational I knew I was going a bit 
strange when I asked someone if I 
had died. I couldn’t remember how 
I had died, but I seemed to be in a 
a limbo, neither here nor there.” 

There were the outbursts of 
anger at the humiliation of Irving in 
a room that he could pot leave, but 
which offered no privacy. He 
describes being given a yellow 
bucket of strange solution in which 
to place his crockery. Then a nurse 
begins to wash the walls of his room 
with a solution bearing a skull and 
crossbones, and a warning that 
plenty of ventilation is needed. 

“I walk around like an animal 
being gassed,” he writes, “trying to 
find a pocket of breathable air 
There isn’t one... My eyes start to 
itch, and my skin and throat burn. 
The doctor comes in to see me... 
Who authorised this? Was it really 
necessary? He cannot or will not 
answer my questions. The bar- 
rage ends with me being downright 
rude: £ My friend, you are an arse- 
hole, get out’" 

Today Paul is cured, and has his 
own business. It is more than three 
years since he left hospital. But he 
fa stifi traumatised I think rn catch 
my death in his fiat It’s so cold. The 
window is wide open and the heat- 
ing is off on one of the coldest days 
of the year 

“I love the feeling of air moving 
about," he says. “Ybu have to re- 
member; my window was nailed 
down and there were bars across it 
Tm very alert to TB. 1 can recognise 
tiie cough. It has a rattle. Sometimes 
I'm down Brick Lane, which has a 
high incidence of TB, and I see 
people coming out of the mosque, 
heaving their guts out I am very 
conscious of my air space. I can’t 
stand planes, because they re- 
circulate stale air There fa always 


the fear of becoming ill again. Last 
year; I got a cold Everyone around 
mehadcolds.But!thou^it;'01imy 
God the disease has come back.’” 

Paul fa not alone in looting out 
for TB. The NHS fa worried Dr 
Liam Donaldson, the new Chief 
Medical Officer fa conducting a 
review of infectious disease control 
Most directors of public health ex- 
pect him to seek changes in the law 
so that non-compliant TB patients 

- even those who are not infectious 

- can be confined as a last resort. 

It fa a policy change that fits the 

Zeitgeist Last week, for example, 
Jack Straw announced plans per- 
mitting the detention of people with 
personality disorders, even if they 
have not been convicted of a violent 
offence. The Government fa worried 
about “walking time-bombs”. The 
same concern is increasingly 
attached to people with non- 
infectious TB who are not pursuing 
treatment They could easily 
become infectious and pose a gen- 
eral risk. Perhaps worse, their half- 
hearted use of drugs threatens to 
create the conditions in which more 
drug-resistant strains of TB can 
develop. Better to lock them up. 

In New York, the civil liberties 
debate on this issue is closed In the 
early Nineties, the city faced an ex- 
plosion in TB cases combined with 
a dilapidated public health infra- 
structure. They reformed the type 
ofliberal laws timt we stifi have here 
in Britain. As a result, more than 200 
a on -infectious individuals have 
been detained, some for more than 
two years. 

So what should we do? A policy 
of coercion fa tempting, especially 
for the poor; the chaotic and the - 
arguably - mentally ill who wall not 
co-operate with TB treatments that 
can be complicated and unpleasant 
and last for a couple of years. Such 
an option probably needs to be 
held in reserve fbr the most recal- 
citrant cases. 

But, as Dr Richard Cokei; a TB 
specialist at St Maty's hospital 
London, says: “It is all very weQ 
using sticks to control TB, but you 
need carrots as well My concern is 
that there are few carrots to support 
people in TB treatment'' 

By “carrots” he means the com- 
bination of food, money and ac- 
commodation that has been made 
available to people undergoing TB 
treatment In New York. In 
comparison, our own system is 
disordered, fragmented and 
underfunded. Indeed, it is fair to sgy 
that it fa often the system, not the 
patient, which fa faffing to comply 
with what fa needed to beat this ill- 
ness. We should fix the system, be- 
fore thinking of locking up many 
more people. 

‘The Tuberculosis Survival Hand- 
book' by Paul Mayho is published 
by XLRB Graphics, TrumanBrew- 
ery, Brick Lane, London El 6QN, 
price £5.99. ‘From Chaos to Coer- 
cion, Detention and The Control of 
Tuberculosis’ by Richard Coker 
vnU be published tn the autumn by 
St Martin’s Press 



Raul Mayho in his isolation wank be was one of only two to survive an outbreak of TB 
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A director of 
National Lottery 
operators Canielot 
replies to our critical 
leading article 

YOUR LEADING article i“A 
game too far"> ignores the fact 
that without a sufficient vari- 
ety of new games, the National 
Lottery will not succeed in 
raising the £10bn target for 
Good Causes, a target that has 
been welcomed by the Gov- 
ernment and thousands of 
lottery-funding recipients 
around the country. 

The lottery cannot stand 
stiL We are dealmg with a con- 
sumer product in a fiercely 
competitive environment No- 
body has to buy a lottery tick- 
et, after all. The introduction 
of new products, as well as in- 
novative marketing is there- 
fore essentia] if we are going 
to maintain our current level 
of sales, let alone increase 
them by any amount. 

The success of the Nation- 
al Lottery has largely been due 
to the number of people play- 
ing rather than the amount 
they are spending per head. 
Our players, whom you refer 
to as “mug punters”, probably 
include, for instance, around 
60 per cent of your readers. 
This distinguishes us from 
many other activities in the 
gaming market Durability to 
raise money also sets us apart 
Although the National Lot- 
tery’s share of the gaming 
market is only around 13 per 
cent it contributes around 58 
per cent of the money raised 
by this sector for the Govern- 
ment and for worthy causes. 

Camelot is committed to 
doing what we promise, but we 
can’t do it tv just sitting back. 
And the good news is. the 
more successful we are, the 
more the Good Causes bene- 
fit, because their share of the 
cake increases as sales go 
up. Yes. there fa a profit in- 
centive, but everyone should 
benefit from us being suc- 
cessful and running what has 
become the most efficient lot- 
tery in the world. And, criti- 
cally. our regulator fa there to 
ensure that whatever we do is 
in the best interest of players 
and the Good Causes. 


Ghosts in the machine age 



Wednesday book 

THE CRAFTS IN BRITAIN 
IN THE 20TH CENTURY 

BY TANYA HARROD. YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS. £« 



Unglazed pots by Elizabeth Fritseh (1979) 


David Cripps 


Bernard Leach - reflective, ubiq- 
uitous, contradictory - is naturally an 


IN 1916, the Arts and Crafts Exhibition 
Society held a big show at the Royal 
Academy. William Morris had been 
dead for 20 years, and the Arts and 
Crafts Movement was divided over 
how handwork should fit into an 
industrial economy. The First World 
Wan though far from oven was already 
stimulating idealistic thoughts of the 
society to which heroes should return. 
N The exhibition was meant to 
. reinvigorate the crafts, to restate 
their alignment with humane values, 
to look forward. In the event, it had 
some success with the humane values, 
but mainly by looking backwards. The 
show had strong critics. Since then, it 
has been seen more as the dying 
breath of the Arts and Crafts Move- 
ment than as its renaissance. 

Tanya Harrod questions this theory 
of demise. Leaving the definition of the 
flexible term “craft" to the many opin- 


ions of her sources, she argiies that 
it is the ability to reinvent and rede- 
fine that has kept inffividuafa and 
small workshops making ceramics, 
textiles, glass, jewellery and so on 
through this century, despite the fact 
that machines can do it more quickly. 

She takes the 1916 exhibition as the 
starting-point for her thoughtful and 
generous survey, which ends in about 
1989. It is an indirect, looping journey 
through and beyond modernism, with 
successive generations getting into 
similar arguments about economic 


viability and the human spirit, aes- 
thetics, spontaneity, skiff, the bad city, 
the good countryside. 

A small apt photograph accompa- 
nies the end of the first chapter. Two 
young men, blinded in the war, are 
learning to make net bags. Seated like 
good schoolboys, they have a look rtf 
docile bewilderment. Whatever mes- 
sage this image of soldierento-retic- 
ule-maber was first intended to convey 
ft now speaks of painful absurdity. 

In the context of this book, ft serves 
two purposes. Straightforwardly, It 
illustrates how craftwork is often 
thought to be a suitable occupation for 
unfortunates. But it can also be read 
as a comment on the Utopian expect- 
ations placed upon handicrafts. 
Throughout her text, Harrod is strong 
on elucidating the diverse political and 
moral positions from which people 
have sought to enlist the crafls in Iheir 
crusades for rosier dawns. 

However; even if the justifications 
for craftwork have remained incon- 
clusive, sinre when has lack of a good 


century of mass production has seen 
off neither the desire to make things 
by hand nor the preference for own- 
ing such things. On the contrary, 
vigour and creativity leap off the page 
- from an abstract-painted bowl by 
William Staite Murray (cl9l7), from 


important player in this account, and 
Harrod treats him with a mixture of 
respect and distance. However; she 
chooses to focus more on the potter 
Michael Cardew (1901-1983), Mowing 
his difficult career as she follows the 
diffic ult century, coming to find him 
“the exemplary maker for our time". 


Thirties, many of (hem unfettered by 
husbands, who printed or who wove 
bold modernist textiles. For example, 
Elizabeth Peacock's woven banners 
for the banqueting hall at Dartington, 
in Devon, were commissioned to sym- 


oppressive upbringing, was herself 
surprised by the grandeur of what she 
had created. 

As Harrod approaches the pre- 
sent, the already bard task of sdectioi 
becomes harder. There is a detailed 
chapter investigating the crafts in 
connection with St Ives, the Festival 
of Britain and Coventry Cathedral. But, 
towards the end, the twists and turns 
of post-war arts funding, with the set- 
ting up erf the Crafts Council, tend to 
take precedence over the work. 

While n either unimportant nor un- 
interesting, this emphasis gives the 
final stages of her book a sketchier feel 
as to what has been happening in 
workshops and studios lately. But the 
najst recent part of a survey of tins sort 
was bound to be the most provisional 
It in no way detracts from a heroic 
work, well researched, well written, 
abundantly and intelligently illust- 
rated; altogether admirable. 

RLTHPAVEY 


WEDNESDAY POEM 

GHOSTS 

BY JEFFREY WAINWRIGHT 

The world - 1 mean the mind - fa fall of ghosts: 

The husband, pronounced dead but palpable enough in bed 
To hug, returns in bandages, his arm in a sling. 

Beating at the back-door to be let in. 

The world - 1 mean the universe - is M of itself: 

Angles and relativities, compressions of the deep. 

The steady tread of li gh t bumping the earth, the waves 
An abstraction of the nearly changeless sea. 

Sometimes it can seem we are anywhere but hoe 
Even though the ground insists upon it. 

Stamps the soles of our feet to interrupt 
How we would naturally be which fa floating or faffing 

Our poems today and tomorrow come from Jeffrey Wafnwright’s 
new collection, Vut of the Air ' (Carconef, £6.95) 


Phyllis Barron's handblock-prmted 

linens ofthe Thirties, from a 1951 Hans bohse the departments of the estate 
Coper jug from Alexander Beles- - farms, orchards, education - and 
chenfeo’s painterly use of antique blue Interpreted in an entirely abstract 
glass for an E3ghties office window, manner. Peacock, an escapee from an 


rationale stopped people from doing Her account ofthe ambiguities of his 
what they want? This bulky book work and position in late-colonial 
makes triumphantly dear that another West Africa is particularly acute. 

Also dose to Harrod's heart are the 
women of the Twenties and the 


Join the AA 
now and get 

free cover 

for a partner 


You don't have to be married, in a relationship, or 
related to get free breakdown cover for a partner. You 
just have to share the same home address. Normally, 
this extra cover is an option costing up to £26. But 
join now and a year's breakdown cover for a 
partner comes completely free.' And remember, 
with this offer, you and your partner will be 
covered, even when travelling in someone 
else's car. 

• We have the world's largest patrol force, 
and fix more breakdowns at the roadside 
than any other motoring organisation. 

■ We are more likely to get you back 
on the road quicker than anyone 
else, saving you time and money. 



“Available lor a limited perod. 

Certain conditions apply, call fw details. 

To our members we're 
not just a breakdown 
service, we're the 4th 
Emergency Service. 



JOIN NOW 
CALL FREE 

0800 

444 
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Ayatollah 

Sayyid 

Muha m mad 

al-Sadr 


AYATOLLAH sayyid Muhammad al- 
Sadr was a member of a distinguished 
Iraqi family who traced their ge- 
nealogy bade directly to the Prophet 
Mohanied thence the title of Sayyid) 
and whose ancestors had lived in the 
region of Jahal Ami! in present-day 
southern Lebanon. In recent Iraqi 
history one of their number, anoth- 
er Muhammad al-Sadr. was Prime 
Minister in 1948 while the great in- 
tellectual and scholar Ayatollah 
Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr was mur- 
dered along with his sister, Bint al- 
Huda.tr> 1 the Baathist regime in 1980. 

Muhammad al-Sadr was bom in 
the holy city of Najaf in 1943. He was 
an only child His father Muhammad 
Sadiq was a mujtahid (.qualified to 
make independent juridical deci- 
sions). his grandfather and great- 
grandfather were marjas (“sources 
of emulation"). His mother was the 
daughter of the late Grand Ayatol- 
lah Shayfch Muhammad Rida AI 
Ya-Sin, a prominent marja. 

Muhammad al-Sadrwas educat- 
ed in Najaf, where in his advanced 
studies iDars al-Kharij) his princi- 
pal teachers were Muhammad 
Baqir al-Sadr, the Grand Ayatollah 
Abul Qasim al-Khui and Sayyid 
Ruhollah Khomeini. 

He became a mujtahid in the mid- 
1970s and in the early 1990$ he pub- 
lished his own collection of £atwas in 
jurisprudence, his risola amalxyya, 
called alrSirat al-mustaqim (“The 
Straight Path”) thereby signalling his 
wish to be recognised as a marja. 

Al-Sadr was the author of many 
published books. The mest impor- 
tant are his monumental four- 
volume encyclopaedia (Mawsua) 
of the Imam al-Mahdi (the 12th 


A few weeks 
before his death 
and wearing only 
a funeral shroud, 
the Ayatollaii 
urged the 
worshippers to 
continue praying 
the Friday Prayer 
should he die 


Tmam of the Shia, who is believed to 
have gone into occultation in AD 
873/74) and his massive work on ju- 
risprudence, Mcl warn aL-fiqh, of 
which more than 10 volumes have 
been published. He also wrote a book 
on Islam and the Universal Decla- 
ration of Human Bights and a vol- 
ume on the fundamental beliefs of 
Islam (Aqaid). At least 20 works 
remain in manuscript form. 

He was also known as a spiritu- 
al person; he prayed at nightand was 
assiduous in arranging his time. 
Some charged Ayatollah Muham- 
mad with ingratiating himself with 
the regime in Iraq, but the fact is that 
he had a considerable following 
among the Iraqi Shia which seems 
to have increased after the assas- 
sination of two marjas, the Ayatol- 
lahsBtnTpirdiand Gharawi, in April 
and June respectively last yean 


Just over a year ago Ayatollah 
Muhammad re-established the 

Friday Prayer and Sermon Odtutixu 
in the great mosque of Kufa, a town 
outside Najaf; where the first Shia 
Imam, AJi ibn Abi 'MIb, was mur- 
dered in AD 661. He instructed his 
deputies to do likewise in other 
towns throughout Iraq. 

At the Friday Prayer a few weeks 
before his demise and wearing only 
a funeral shroud Ocofim), which is 
considered a most pious act, albeit 
not a usual thing to do, the Ayatol- 
lah seemed to sense that his death 
was imminent when he urged the 
thousands of worshippers to con- 
tinue praying the Friday Prayer 
should he die. 

Last Friday evening, returning 
home by car from his office in Najaf; 
he, together with two of his sons, 

Mustafa and Muammal, was shot 
dead in the 1920-Revolution Square. 

The regime of Saddam Hussein de- 
nies vehemently that it had any 
hand in the assassination as it also 
did after the murder of the two ay- 
atollahs last year. The burial took 
place speedily at dawn the following 
dgy. It is said that most of those pre- 
sent were government security 
agents. The customary procession 
was banned and the public were not 
allowed to attend the buriaL 

A. B. D. R. Eagle 

Sayyid Muhammad bin Sayyid 
Muhammad Sadiq al-Sadr, reli- 
gious scholar and jurist bom 
Najaf, Iraq 24 March 1943; married 
al-Alawiyya Mascara bint Sayyid 
Muhammad Jaffa (two sons, two 
daughters, and two sons deceased); Al-Sadr lead 
died Najaf 19 February 2999. spent all his 



Maj-Gen Sir Charles Dunphie 


THE COURAGEOUS stand by Brig- 
adier Charles Dunphie's 26th Arm- 
oured Brigade at the Kasserine Pass 
against Rommel’s Panzer Corps 
was one of the critical moments in 
the North African Campaign. 

In the October-November Third 
Battle of El Alamein in 1942 the Axis 
forces had been forced to retreat 
through Libya to Tbnis. In February 
1943 Rommel again sought to take 
the offensive, this time against the 
1st Army which had been making 
progress since its arrival the 
previous November. The relatively 
inexperienced US 2nd Corps were 
ordered to challenge this attack 
but were soon overwhelmed by 
Rammers battle-hardened men. 

Dunphie. commanding 26th Ar- 
moured Brigade. was ordered for- 
ward ir. an attempt to restore the 
situation. When he arrived he was 
ceidrnnied with a contused and con- 
fusing situation Seeking the enemy's 
pustc-n he drove straight into an am- 
bush ar.d was lucky to survive. The 
US 2nd Carps commander still re- 
fused in believe that his defences had 
been penetrated but it was the case. 

Dunphie's assessment was that 
Rommel would head for Thula. He 
therefore ordered liis infantry bat- 



Dunphie: a tank man through 
and through Hutton Getty 

taiions to prepare defensive posi- 
tions in that area while he took his 
armoured units forward to the head 
of Kasserine Pass. There he engaged 
Rommel and although outgunned 
and outranged, he fought an out- 
standingdelaying rearguard action 
before withdrawing, but it had been 
bought at high cost 

His Command Scout car was the 
last to leave, followed by four Panz- 
er tanks which were demolished at 


point-blank range by the guns of the 
I7tb/23rd Lancers. The battle how- 
ever continued late into the night of 
21 February with burning ta nks of 
both sides illuminating the battle- 
field. It was a fierce fight with many 
casualties and crane the dawn. Dun- 
phie expected the worst But Rom- 
mel did not come. Dunphie’s incisive 
and cool leadership in this grave 
situation had won the day. 

Charles Dunphie was born in 
1902, the elder son of Sr Alfred Dun- 
phie, Queen Alexandra’s Comptrol- 
ler and a director of Coutts Bank. 
Wanting a career in the Royal Navy 
he was educated at Osborne and 
Dartmouth. However; the Navy re- 
instated their pre-war eye standard 
in 1919 which had been relaxed dur- 
ing the First World War and Dun- 
phie's eyes fell below the required 
standard. He was transferred to 
Woolwich and was commissioned 
into the Royal Artillery in 1921. 

Like many junior subalterns he 
spent the 1920s in India and enjoyed 
a sporting life excelling at shooting, 
pig- sticking and polo. Back in Eng- 
land he attended Staff College. Caro- 
beriey in 1935 and then spent a year 
in Gibraltar with the Heavy Regi- 
ment. In 1939 he became GSO 2 in 


1st Armoured Division. Fighting his 
first rearguard action in France he 
was mentioned in despatches before 
being evacuated from Cherbourg. In 
1941 he was given command of 20th 
Armoured Brigade, but with prepa- 
rations afoot for landings in North 
Africa he was given command of the 
26th Armoured Brigade. 

With his reputation riding high 
after Kasserine, especially among 
the Americans, he was appointed 
Assistant Chief of Staff to US 2nd 
Corps in order to advise them on 
desert fighting. IBs commander 
was the newly appointed, charis- 
matic and mercurial General 
George Patton. In many ways they 
were very different but they became 
the firmest of friends. Dunphie was 
to recall many years later: 

At the end of 1943 when George 
returned to the UK to command US 3rd 
Army, he gave me a lift home in his 
plane. He noticed that I wasn’t wearing 
the Silver Star which he had apparent- 
ly given me when 1 was wounded. 1 had 
heard nothing of it He had his own rib- 
bon cut off his coat and pinned on mine. 
A nice trophy of someone of whom Td 
become very fond. 

On recovering from his wounds 
Dunphie returned to US 2nd Corps, 
this time under the more phlegmatic 


Omar Bradley with whom he 
established a mutual friendship. 

With the invasion of Europe dose 
at hand, Dunphie was called back to 
England to become Deputy Direc- 
tor; Royal Armoured Corps (RAC). 
A to»Ti)r man through and through 
with first-hand experience of the 
quality of Rommel's tactics and his 
tanks, he was determined that the 
British should face its adversary with 
the right announ This they did with 
the formidable Sherman tank 

At the end of the war; he became 
Director General Fighting Vehicles 
at the Mmistiy of Supply and played 
a vital part in the introduction of the 
Centuries) tank which was to be the 
backbone of the RAC formariy years. 

Although offered the command erf 
a Division in 1946, he dedded to re- 
tire from the Army and join Vickers 
- for him a fresh opening and a new 
challenge. He held various senior ap- 
pointments in Vickers and became 
managing director in 1956 until 1962, 
when he became chairman. “He 
wasn't very good at pfomhing but he 
knew all about people,” was how 
someone described his time at Vick- 
ers. Under his direction Vickers 
built warships and nuclear-powered 
submarines for the Royal Navy and 


fortheRAE the IfaliantBomberand 
the TSR2, and tanks. He also became 
a director of Westminster Bank and 
the Royal Exchange Assurance. He 
retired in 1967. 

At 87 he was asked about his 
recreational i nteres ts. He wrote: 
“Hunting until WWil; shooting until 
age 80; fishing tifi age 85 and at 
present racing {Sat)" 

Charles Dunphie’s charm, inci- 
sive mind and ability to bring order 
out of chaos, along with his stall at 
being able to strip away the inessen- , 
tial, endeared him to those with | 
wham he had served and at Vickers. 
He could get beneath the skin of a 
man or a woman on the shop floor 
because be cared. Equally he was at 
home with some extremely strong 
characters in the boardroom. He 
possessed great good humour and 
an astonishing memory 

Max Arthur 

Charles Anderson Lane Dunphie, 
soldier and businessman: bom 
London 20 April 1902; CBE 1942; 
DSO 1943; CB 1948; Kt 1959; mar- 
ried 1931 Eileen Campbell (died 
1978; one son, one daughter), 1981 
Susan Wright ir died Wmcanton, 
Somerset 8 January 1999. 


Richard 

Boone 


THE trombonist Richard Boone 

hadavofobtewayofjazz^ing.One 

always thought one understood the 
words, but didn't quite. 

Count Basie, for whom Boone 
worked as trombonist and vocalist, 
was, on the other hand, taciturn to 
the point of barely communicating. 
Basie would not be interviewed and 
barely spoke on stage. Consequent- 
ly it was a contradiction when he 
used to introduce the ga rrulo us . 

Boone as “a man of very few words”. 


he prayers in the Shrine of Imam All mosque in the holy city of ISfcgaf where he 
On Friday evening, returning home in a car from his office, he was shot dead 


Fr Walter Lini 


THE PROGRESS to independence 
on 30 July i960 as Vanuatu of the 
former Anglo-French Condomini- 
um of the New Hebrides was one of 
the more painful and fragmented in 
the South Pacific. For nearly 75 
years, its 80 coral and volcanic 
Islands with 1 15 local languages and 
onh' 2 50,00(1 people. 500 miles west 
of Fiji, had constituted arguably 
the ultimate colonial absurdity. 

With no little justification it was 
known as the "Anglo-French pan- 
demonium” The two metropolitan 
powers duplicated, if not replicated, 
their respective systems of law and 
order, education, medical care and 
basic government philosophy There 
were three separate administra- 
tions: that of the joint Angto-FYeoeh 
Condominium, the British adminis- 
tration for British nationals and the 
French administration for French 
nationals. Missionary activity, in 
parallel with that of the two nation- 
al administrations,^ was one of intense 
rivalry for the beleaguered souls of 
the indigenous New Hebrideans. 


As independence came dosec 
Anglo-French, Anglophile and Fran- 
cophile divisions grew deeper and 
more bitter On the large island of Es- 
piritu Santo, north-west of the cap- 
ital. Fort Vila, an indigenous cult 
movement, Na GriameL exploded 
into a secessionist plan. It was al- 
legedly assisted by French settlers 
who opposed the Anglophile Vanu- 
aaku Pad (party) headed by Walter 
Uni; and was financially supported 
by an American fundamentalist 
protest organisation, the Phoenix 
Foundation, whose object was the 
founding of an rideaT community in 
Espiritu Santo free from formal 
government controls and tax bur- 
dens. They were strange bedfellows. 

The leader of Na Griamel was the 
raffishty charismatic Jimmy Stevens. 
In June 1980, he declared himself the 
head of the Independent State of Ve- 
marana on Espiritu Santo. His sup- 
porters kidnapped the government 
representative and occupied Rsnafo, 
the main town. Vhnuaafcu people 
fled; British and Australian citizens 


were evacuated- A peacekeeping 
force of British troops was dispatched 
to Espiritu Santo, an action criticised 
by the French, who objected to 
British unilateral use of force where 
French interests were involved. 

In August with Lini installed as 
prime minister of the new republic, 
raw young troops from Papua New 
Guinea replaced British soldiers in 
Espiritu Santo. Nervously’ fingering 
their rifles, the Papuans came 
ashore not knowing what to expect 
The Santo girts greeted their fellow 
Melanesians with cries of the pidgin 
equivalent of "whoopee" and placed 
garlands of flowers round their 
necks. The secession of Espiritu 
Santo was over, \femarana no more. 

Truckloads of bows and arrows 
were confiscated. Stevens was ar- 
rested, tried and sentenced to 14 
years in prison. His failure left Lini 
as the surviving champion of oppo- 
sition to colonial rule; and the ar- 
chitect of its demise. It is little 
wonder therefore that Walter lini, 
riergyman-cum-politician, became 


known as the "father of the nation**. 
But the road ahead, both personal- 
ty and nationally, was to be far 
from smooth. 

Born in 1942 on the tiny island of 
Pentecost, Lini was ordained an 
Anglican priest at the age of 28. In 
an economically defenceless Pacif- 
ic island state, his was not the best 
preparation fair handling the hurly- 
burly of Melanesian political and 
cultural fragmentation or the ma- 
nipulative metropolitan chequebook 
intrusions of the pervasively com- 
mercial worid(rf those -arHi.mdeed. 
these - days, tet for all his adven- 
turous - or naive - non-aligned for- 
eign policy: including a controversial 
flirtation with Libya, Lini survived 
as prime minister for 11 years. “Sett 
Ho" (“Let's pull together"), he said, 
with clerical optimism. 

That was not quite how it worked 
out I .mi suffered a stroke during a 
visit to the United States in 1987 and 
was weakened by indifferent health 
thereafter. Opposition grew to what 
were perceived as ambivalent poli- 


cies. He was accused by his oppo- 
nents of discouraging foreign in- 
vestment and of presiding over an 
increasingly authoritarian regime. 

There was an attempt to oust him 
in 1988. It failed; but what followed 
was seemingly only a matter of 
time Lini was defeated in a vote of 
no confidence in 1991. He was suc- 
ceeded as prime minister and party 
leader by Donald Kalpokas, who had 
been his deputy in the V&nuaajfcuftti 
In 1980. lini became deputy prime 
minister in a short-lived coalition in 
1998. He was “one of the few con- 
stants”, as one observer put it, “in 
the revolving door of political life 
in Vanuatu." 

Iini’s premature death robs both 
his country and the wider South 
Pacific of a modern man at the peo- 
ple. Among the last of the surviving 
Pacific Island leaders to have had 
a hand on the wheel of destiny 
his was a tough uncertain ride 
from colonialism to independence, 
and beyond 

Kenneth Bain 



was “vocalese". Tfae trumpeter Clark 

Tterry bad originally invented the 
style and it became known descrip- 
tively as “mumbles". Teny can in- 
dulge in 10-minute sermons of 
nonsense, and Boone delivered his 
athletic monologues with an even 
clearer enunciation. As with Terry, 
the subject matter of that about 
which he sang was impenetrable. 
Boone added hysterical bouts of 
yodelling to Terry’s original recipe. 

When he was five, as so rnaqy jazz 
m usicians from the American South 
had done as children, Boone began 
^ing m g in the local Baptist church in 
Little Rock; Arkansas. Until he was 
11 he went from church to church to 
«ang solos. When he was 12 he joined 
a high school that had a music 
department “If you wanted to take 
up music, there was a particular day 
to go to the band room. When 1 got 
there, everybody had been before me 
and all they had was a trumpet with 
keys that wouldn't work - and a 
trombone.” Abandoning his ambition 
to be a tenor saxophone player 
Boone took the trombone. 

By the time be was 15 he had 
learned enough to’go out on the road 
with Grover Lofton's band. The fol- 
lowing year he won a talent contest 
as a singer with his version of “Em- 
braceable You". His singing was in- 
fluenced by Nat “King" Cole and his 
prize was to tour with the eminent 
Lucky Mfllin der Orchestra for a 
month. When he was 18, Boone vol- 
unteered for the army and for six 
years played in Special Service Or- 
chestras. He traveled to Europe vsitii 
one of these orchestras. “Wte played 
no marches or anything like that It 
was a crazy band. As far as the anpy 
was concerned, all the cats were like 
deat&eats. Good musk3ans,ywi know 
but cats that wouldn't be soldiers!” 

! Released fay the arzqy in 1953, 
Boone returned to IitoeRo(i to con- 
tinue his music studies at Philander 
, College. With no musical outlet in lit- 
tle Rock, he moved to Los Angeles 
in 1958 and worked as a postal clerk. 
It took him a yew to become estab- 
lished as a musician, and eventual- 
ty he began to get recording dates and 
studio work He played with jazz leg- 
ends like Dexter Gordon and Sonny 
Criss and toured with the singer 
Della Reese from 1961 until 1966. 

While in Los Angeles, he got to 
know Count Base’s tenor player and 
band manager Eddie “Lockjaw” 
Davis. Davis called him the next time 
Basie’s band needed a trombone 
playei; and Boone joined and stayed 
for three years. One night in a Cali- 
fornia dub, after Boone had been in 
the band a couple of months, Base 
began improvising a blues number 
that toe rest of the band didn't recog- . 
nise. Egged on by Davis, Boone 
went to the microphone and began 
singing a few words. Running out of 
lyrics he mumbled wordless sylla- 
bles. Basfe was impressed and called 
for the same routine the following 
mght It soon became a showcase for 
Boone and was so successful that 
Basie called for it every ni g h t The 
band featured the number for the next 
18 months, and Boone expanded 
his repertoire to murder s tandar ds 
Eke “I Got Rhythm", “Some of These 
Days" and “Bye Bye Blackbird". 

By now Boone was featured more 
as a vocalist than a trombonist, al- 
though he continued to play fiery 
solos on the instrument on such 
numbers as “ffittin’ Twelve” and “In 
a Mellotone”. When he left Basie in 
1968, he recorded an album. The 
Singer, under his own namp with a 
tag band in Los Angeles. But his time 
to Europe with the army band and 
work there with Basie had given him 
a taste for what he felt was a more 
relaxed way of life. He returned 
there often and like many 
jazz musicians he was particularly 
attracted to Denmark. 

He settled in Copenhagen in 1970. 
Tw'o years later he joined the Dan- 
ish Radio Band, an outs tanding qt- 


finest in the world under shaping by 


Lini: 'father of the nation* 

Whiter Hodye priest and pol- 

itician: bom Pentecost, New Heb- \ 
rides 1942; ordained deacon 1988. '■ 
priest 1970; Deputy Chief Minister 
and Minister of Social Services, 
New Hebrides 1979, Chief Minister 
and Minister of Justice 1979-80; 
Prime Munster qfVbnuatu 1980-91 
Deputy Prime Minister 1998; mar- 
ried 1970 Mary Kehi (four sons, two 
daughters); died Port VUa, Vamiatu 
21 February 1999. 


Boone sfayedwith the band until 1985. 
1 His lucrative job in the Irombone 

section stifl left him plenty of time to 

tour Europe, and he played and 
recorded in many countries, often 
with American colleagues like Eddie 
“Lockjaw" Davis a^Benny Cartel: 
Another expatriate in D anmar k was 


cu ranger cjrzne wiunns. 
Boone joined him when he formed 
tos Almost Big Band there in 1986. 

Last year Boone recorded his 
^ afoum, IVibute 7b Lowe, under 
ms own name, with a band of 
uamsh musicians. 

Steve Voce 

Boone, trombonist and 
^^^■bomLmeRo^Aiiamsas 
24Fetmiary 1930; married; died 
Copenhagen 8 Pebniary 1999. 
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Steven Sykes 


STEVEN SYKES is best known for his 
jewel-like Gethsemane Chapel at the 
east end of Coventry Cathedral, made 
during 3959-60. It was a commission 
from the cathedral's architect, Basil 
Spence, who like Sykes had served as 
a camouflage officer during the Second 
World War Sykes's artistic career was 

difficult to pin down chiefly because he 

fiHuH imAnr^lrt _ — — - _ A. • 


history of post-war art 

He was born in 1914 in Fbrmby Lan- 
cashire, where his Esther was a GE He 
was educated at the Oratory, in Caver- 
sham, Berkshire, and studied design at 
the Royal College of Art from 1933-36, 
specialising in stained glass. He won a 
design travelling scholarship on leaving, 
visited Italy and France and went on to 
work with the stained glass artist Her- 
bert Hendrie in his Edinburgh studio. 

In February 1940, soon after the out- 
break of war he married a fellow RCA 
student Jean Judd At the suggestion of 
a former tutoi; the stonemason Barry 
Hart, Sykes joined an army camouflage 
course shortly after witnessing the 
Dunkirk evacuations in May 1940. He 
was posted with the Royal Engineers 
to the Middle Blast, travelling with the 
painter Robert Medley and the magician 
Jasper Maskelene and taking lessons 
in classical Arabic from the scholar 
Freddie Beeston. He was promoted to 
Major in 1941. 

Sykes was an ingenious camouflage 
officer He created a series of realistic 
dumrpy railheads in the Hfestera Desert 
and was able to convince sceptical Eel- 
low officers of the value of his activities. 
During the D-Day landings of June 1944 
Sykes worked tirelessly camouflaging 
snipers and blocking enemy sightlines. 
He also recorded scenes with his cam- 
era and claimed to have found time to 
sketch and draw. 

The Second World War was central 
to one aspect of Sykes’s art - his 
watercolour and ink sketches and 
drawings. Although Sykes wished to be 
recognised as a war artist it seems like- 
ly that most (rflds work -like a sequence 
which recorded the D-Day landings - 
was done retrospectively rather than in 
the theatre of wan 

His greatest burst of creativity came 
in the summer of 1947 when he paint- 
ed and drew a remarkable series of 
Neo-Romantic landscapes, strongly in- 
fluenced by Samuel Palmer and William 
Blake and by G raham Sutherland. lit- 
tle of his graphic work was much seen 
until 1984 when his D-Day watercolours 
appeared in the Sunday Times Maga- 
zine. In 1989 he was rediscovered anew 
when the New York dealer Guillaume 
Gallozzi mounted a show of British 



Sykes in the grotto of his garden near Midhurst, West Sussex, 1990 


"Vfer Artists to be followed by the exhi- 
bition “Metamorphose” in 1992 and a 
highly successful solo show for Sykes 
also in 1992. 

In 1946 Sykes began teaching at 
Chelsea School of Art where he re- 
mained until his retirement in 1979. He 
took up pottery; learning techniques 
from his wife. He soon evolved inge- 
niously decorated relief tiles which 
took motifs from popular and folk art and 
surreal thrown Picasso-esque figurative 
vases. AD these were well represented 
in many pavilions of the South Bank Ex- 
hibition of the Festival of Britain, like 
the potters Margaret Hine. William 
Newland and Nicholas Vergette, Sykes 
represented an alternative to the 
neo-Oriental aesthetic which had 
dominated inter-war studio pottery. 


For his chapel at Coventry Sykes 
adapted his pottery ■ techniques, 
mndriling the angel St Michael and 
the sleeping disciples in reverse relief 
and casting them in concrete. He 
covered the background with gold leaf 
and a mosaic of blue tesserae. TOe re- 
sult was dazzling. Sykes carried out 
many other decorative art commis- 
sions - tDes fix* the Dorchester Hotel, 
a reredos for the US National War 
Memorial Chapel in Washington Cathe- 
dral, a tapestry for Hammersmith and 
West London College library and dec- 
orative relief panels for Sainsbuiy’s in 
Braintree and for the Pallant House 
Gallery in Chichester 

His most magnificent and idiosyn- 
cratic creation was his garden at his 
studio home, Wnphln, near Midhurst in 


Crafts Council 


Sussex, created out of a piece of rough 
ground he bought in 1967. It was a tri- 
umph ofbrioolage and improvisation, in- 
corporating a maze, a grotto, a waterfall 
and small raised canal, statues and mo- 
saic work. To meet him (naked) beside 
his swimming pool which was embell- 
ished with a gold peacock, was to en- 
counter a charming sun worshipper 
from some ancient lret culture who had 
taken up unexpected residence in a Ibid 
of the South Downs. 

Tanya Harrod 

Steven Barry Sykes, artist and crafts- 
man: bom Formby, Lancashire 30 
Axtgust 1914; teadier. Chelsea School of 
Art 1946-79; married 2940 Jean Judd 
(died 1992: two sons, one daughter); 
died 22 January 1999. 
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Muscovite Notes 

Georgina Rowe 

‘Priests have the same 
urges as other men’ 


IT HAS been an amazing 
eDd-of-zniUennium decade 
for most Russians. KGB 
colonels have turned cocktail 
waiters, ex-Bolshoi dancers 
are aerobics instructors and 
strippers, poets are now- 
advertising copywriters. 

When I first met Sviatoslav 
Scherbakov he was wearing 
a red jumper with the word 
“Gucri” in coloured letters 
across it and a pair of fake 
Levi 501s. His hair was long 
and tied at the back in a 
ponytail It was 1992, and as 
a fashion statement it was 
certainly no worse than oth- 
ers in Moscow, which made 
you think you were navigat- 
ing your way through the 
pages of a 1950s Notional Ge- 
ographic. At the time Sviatos 
was working as a fixer for 
Western photographers who 
had arrived in post-Soviet 
Moscow faster than the 
first IMF loan but unable to 
speak the language, were as 
helpless as newborn babies. 

It was a week later when 
I discovered why Sviatos’s 
hair was so long and his nails 
so well manicured. Sviatos. as 
well as deriving an income 
from western news desks 
bad another; more profitable 
source of income. He was an 
Orthodox priest who had 
abandoned the gloomy inte- 
riors of the golden domed 
churches to bless the shiny 
new cars and apartments of 
the nouveaux riches. 

He wasn't the only Russ- 
ian priest to have understood 
that the first generation 
of money-making Russians 


would feel the superstitious 
need to assuage the gpds of 
greed by a sacrificial offering 
- in this case hard currency. 

For a time, in the mid- 
1990s, the broad seven-lane 
Kutosovski Prospect beyond 
the triumphal arch was 
littered by men in dark 
habits holding homemade 
cardboard placards offering 
divine benefaction. Anything 
from businesses to cars. 
Apartments, depending on 
the size, were blessed on a 
sliding scale which started at 
$100. The dark-windowed 4x4 
Cherokee jeeps, the Russian 
mafia's car of choice, came 
slightly cheapen 

Sviatos's rise from the pul- 
pit had a meandering route. 
Fbr a while, after he gradu- 
ated from the Yekaterinburg 
seminary where he studied 
for a decade, he sold ladies’ 
underwear before boning up 
on his En glish language skills 
to become a translator. 

At the time, he was in 
his early thirties and dating 
the curvaceous 18-year-old 
Masha. When 1 asked him if 
sleeping with women half 
his age ever went against the 
religious teachings of the 
Orthodox Church, he simply 
sighed and told me that 
priests had the same urges as 
other men. Look at Rasputin. 

He lived in a one-roomed 
apartment which he shared 
with Ms aged pilgrim 
mother who, when she wasn't 
travelling around Russian 
churches, slept on a truckle 
bed in the kitchen. It wasn't 
an easy partnership. Sviatos. 


who rarely eats Russian food, 
complained bitterly when 
his mother sent his German 
yoghurts and Italian spinach 
pasta down the communal 
rubbish chute, claiming the 
barcodes to be the sign of 
the Devil. 

On one occasion she 
nearly fused his laptop by 
dousing it in holy water. His 
girlfriends were banned and 
Sviatos was kept awake by his 
mother's religious incanta- 
tions echoing around the fiat 
into the early hours. 

But that was then. Now. in 
line with the rest of Sviatos's 
five-year- plan of personal 
development he only dates 
Westerners, complaining that 
Russian women's mentality 
is too primitive. 

Sviatos's hair is now fash- 
ionably short and he wears 
authentic Levis, a dashing 
fur-lined black leather jacket 
and Italian boots. His girl- 
friend moved in with him 
when his mother was dis- 
patched to return to a church 
in Yekaterinburg. Though re- 
cently made redundant from 
the picture desk of a German 
magazine based in Moscow 
land now the entrepreneur- 
ial zeal of Russians no longer 
appears to require religious 
blessing), he is confident of 
finding a position elsewhere. 

If he doesn't, he admits 
he might have to return to 
underwear sales. 

Georgina Wroe is the 
author of ‘Staphead’, a 
novel set *n Moscow 
(Headline, £5.99) 
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BIRTHDAYS 

The Right Rev Jonathan 
Bailey, Bishop of Derby, 59; 
Professor George Bain, 
President and Vice- 
Chancellor; Queen's Univer- 
sity of Belfast, 60; Miss Inge 
Bernstein, circuit judge, 68; 
Sir William Blackbnrne, 
High Court judge, 55; Mr 
John Booth, former chair- 
man, Hepworth Ceramics, 

85; Professor Eric Boy land, 
biochemist, 94; Lord Cap] an, 
a Senator of the College of 
Justice in Scotland. 70; Mr 
Brian Close, former Eng- 
land cricket captain, 6& Dr 
Lionel Dakers, former 
Director; Royal School of 
Church Music, 75; Mr Regi- 
nald Freeson, urban renew- 
al consultant, and former 
government minister, 73; Mr 
John Grogan MP. 38; Mr 
Richard Hamilton, painter; 
77; May-Gen David 
Houston, Lord-Lieutenant of 
Sutherland, 70; Mr Paul 
Jones, actor and singer; 57; 
Miss Pat Kirkwood, actress, 
78: Mr David Langdon. car- 
toonist and illustrator; 85; Mr 
Denis Law, footballer. 59; M 
Michel Legrand, composer 
and conductor; 67; Mr John 
Lever, former E n gla n d 
cricketer, 50; Lord Melchett. 
conservationist, 51; Mr 
Peter Owen, publisher; 72; 
Admiral Sir William Pillar, 
former Lieutenant-Governor 
of Jersey 75; Mr Alain 
prost, motor-racing driver; 

44; Mr Derek Randall. 


cricketer, 48; The Rev 
Kathleen Richardson, Mod- 
erator; the Free Church Fed- 
eral Council, 61; Sir Frank 
Rogers, former deputy chair- 
man, The Ttelegraph pic, 79; 
Mr Dennis Waterman. 
actoi;51. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births; St Matthias I Corvi- 
nus (Matyas HunyadD, King 
of Hungary 1443; Charles V 
(Charles I of Spain), Holy 
Roman Emperor; 1500; Don 
John of Austria, soldier; 1547; 
Charles Le Bran, historical 
painter. 1619; James Quin, 
actor; 1693; Samuel ’Wesley, 
organist and composer; 1766; 
Johann Baptist Cramer; 
pianist, conductor and com- 
poser, 1771; Wilhelm Karl 
Grimm, philologist and folk- 
lorist, 1786; Johann Christian 
Clausen Dahl, landscape 
painter; 1788; Winslow 
Homer; painter and illustra- 
tor; 1836; Arrigo (Enrico 
Giuseppe Giovanni) Bento, 
poet and composer; 1842; 
Grant Alien (James Grant 
BlairfintBe Alien), writer and 
man of letters, 1848; George 
Augustus Moore, novelist, 
1852; Eugene Arnold Dd- 
metsch, early music enthusi- 
ast, 1858; Sir Cyril Arthur 
Pearson, newspaper propri- 
etor 1866; Chester William 
Nimitz, admiral, 1885. 

Deaths: Frauds, Due de 
Guise, French military com- 


mander; assassinated 1563; 
Marc- Antoine Cbaxpentiec 
composer; 1704; Sir Edmund 
Andros, Governor of Virginia, 
1714; Sir James Radcliffe Bt, 
third Eari of Derwentwatet; 
statesman, 1716; Henry 
Cavendish, physicist, 1810; 
Robert Fhlton, steamboat 
pioneer; 1815; Thomas 
Coutts, banker, 1822; Thomas 
Bawdier; editor and censor; 
1825; Nikolai Ivanovich 
Lobachevsky, mathemati- 
cian, 1856; Ignaz Lachnec 
conductor and composer; 
1895; Sir Edward Marshall 
Hall, lawyer; 1927; Ahmed 
Pasha, Egyptian prime 
minister; assassinated 1945; 
Pierre-Marte-FeUx Janet, 
psychologist and neurologist, 
1947; Grant Franklin Thomas 
Richards, publisher; 1948; 
Marcel GrancQany, composer; 
1975; Bobby Moore, foot- 
baller; 1993; Jean Sabi on, 
singer; actor and composer; ■ 
1994; Dinah Shore (Frances 
Rose Shore), singer; 1994. 

On this day: Francis I of 
France was defeated at the 
Battle of Pavi a, 1525; Pope 
Gregory SHI issued a Bull 
announcing the Gregorian 
Calendar. 1582; the Battle of 
the Alamo began, 1836; 
Louis-Philippe, King of 
France, abdicated, 1848; 
Avonmouth Dock, Bristol, 
was opened, 1877; the 
Simplon Timnei, between 
Switzerland and Italy, was 
completed, 1905; the Flying 
Scotsman went into service. 


1923; a world Iand-speed 
record of 253.96 mph was set 
up by Sir Malcolm Campbell 
1932; the first commercial 
nylon product - toothbrush 
bristles - was produced in 
the US, 1938; Juan Domingo 
FenSn was elected president 
of Argentina, 1946; the gov- 
ernment of Dr Kwame 
Nk ramah in Ghana was 
overthrown by a military 
coup, 1966; a group of army 
officers seized power in 
Sierra Leone. 1967. 

Today is the Feast Day of 
Saints Mon tan us, Lucius, 
and their Companions and St 
Praetextatus or Prix. 


LECTURES 

National Gallery: Mari Grif- 
fith, ‘'Ingres Qv). Take my 
eyes and you wiD see it as 
beautiful’: Ingres’ female 
portraits”, 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Divia Patel, “Henri 
Cartier-Bresson in India and 
Asia”, 2pm. 

Tate Gallery: Moya Corco- 
ran, “Pre-Raphaelite 
Wbmen”, 1pm. 

British Museum: Lisa 
Voden-Decken “The Arts and 
Crafts Movement”, 11.30am. 
Royal Society of Arts, Lon- 
don WC2: Tony Stoll ei; 
“What’s Radio For?”, 6pm. 
Wbllace Collection, London 
Wl: Miranda Neave, "Aspects 
of Sevres Porcelain’*, 1pm. 
Gresham College, Barnard’s 


Inn Hall, London ECl; 
Professor John Pick, “Mil- 
lennium Madness, or the 
Dome in Context”, 5.30pm. 
Marlborough Brandt 
Group, at Marlborough 
Ibwn Hall, Wiltshire: The 
Most Rev Dr George Carey, 
“From Anger to Hope: the 
challenge of international 
poverty”, 8pm. 

Dinners 

Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors 
Mr Richard Lay, President, 
hosted the annual dinner of 
the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors yesterday 
evening at the Grosvenor 
House Hotel, London Wl. Mr 
Peter Hobday chaired a 
debate between Lord Archer 
of Weston-super-Mare and 
Mr Ken Livingstone MR on 
“The Qualities Required for 
a Mayor of London”. 

Chatham Dining Club 
The Chatham Dining Club 
held a dinner yesterday 
evening at the Stakis St 
Ermin’s Hotel London SWi. 
Lord Wakeham was the prin- 
cipal guest Mr William Bell 
was in the chair. 


Appointments 

Mr Keith Vaz MP, Ms Ffion 
Jenkins and Mr Gerard 
Lemis. to be members of the 
Board of the British Council. 


Announcements for 
Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Births, Adoptions. Mar- 
riages, Deaths, Memorial 
services. Wedding anniver- 
saries, In memoriam) are 
charged at £6.50 a line 
(VAT extra). OTHER 
Gazette announcements 
(notices, ftmetions. Forth- 
coming marriages. Mar- 
riages), which must be 
submitted in writing, are 
charged at £10 s line, 

VAT extra. 


ROYAL 

ENGAGEMENTS 

The Queen, acc o mpa n ied by 
The Dote of Edinburgh, 
attends ‘•Symphony 2l \ a 
celebration in music and 
rfanrp of the institute’s vision 
for the 21st Centuiy, at the 
Commonwealth Institute, 
London W8. The Prince of 
Wales, President, the Prince’s 
Dust,- attends the Eddie 
Izzard show Dressed To Szfi 
at Wembley Arena, Middle- 


sex. Prince Edward attends 
the annual dinner of the 
Body of Yeoman Warders of 
the Tbwer of London at the 
Royal Regiment of Fhsfliere 
Headquarters, the Tower of 
London, London ECS. The 
Princess Royal, Patron, 
National Association of Vic- 
tims Support Schemes, 
attends the launch of the 
Bobby Scheme at Surrey 
County Cricket Chib, The 
Oval, London SEll; and, as 
Patron, Benenden 75th 
Anniversary Ball, attends a 


Reception at St James's 
Palace. The Duke of Kent 
visits foe Central Sdence 
Laboratory of the Ministry of 
Agriculture fisheries and 
Food at Sand Hutton, York- 
shire. Princess Alexandra 
inaug urates an exhibition of 
the work of Augustus John at 
Olympia, London SW5; 
commemorates the laying of 
the foundation stone of the 
Cassel Hospital's Families 
Centre, Ham Common. Sur- 
rey; and attends a dinner in 
aid of “Children with Special 


Needs” in Egypt, at the Dor- 
chester Hotel, London, Wl. 


CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen's Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, llam; 1st 
Battalion The Duke of 
WeUrngtoifs Regiment 
mounts foe Queen's Guard, 
at Buckingham Palace, 
11.30am, band provided by 
the Coldstream Guards. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 01 71-293 2011) or fax to 01 71-293 201 0. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


Tribunal had wide 
discretion to award costs 


THE DISCRETION Of the 
Copyright Tribunal con- 
tained in section 151(1) of the 
Copyright Designs and 
Patents Act 1988 and regu- 
lation 48(1) of the Copyright 
Tribunal Rules 1989 to 
award costs in respect of 
proceedings before it was 
very wide, and was not fet- 
tered by reference to the 
outcome of the proceedings. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appeal of AE1 
Rediffusion Music Ltd (“AED 
against a decision of the 
High Court setting aside an 
order for costs made by the 
Copyright Tribunal 

AEL which provided a satel- 
lite delivered service involving 
the broadcasting of sound 
recordings, claimed the use of 
those recordings as of right 
under the Copyright Designs 
and Patents Act 1988. 

It notified Phonographic 
Performance Ltd (“PPL"), the 
relevant licensing body of its 
intention to avail itself of a 
statutory licence pursuant to 
section 135C of the 1988 Act 
PPL sent a draft licence to AEI, 
but AEI objected both to the 
payment terms and the oper- 
ating conditions in the licence. 

AEI accordingly applied to 
the Copyright Tribunal under 
section 135D to settle the terms 
of payment, and under section 
135E to settle the conditions of 
the licence. AEI subsequently 
accepted PPL’s terms as to 
operating conditions and the 
application under section 135E 
was thus not determined by 
the tribunal. 

On the section 135D appli- 
cation, the tribunal accepted 
the royalty rate proposed by 
PPL and rejected that ad- 
vanced by AEI; rejected PPIIs 


Wednesday 
Law report 

24 February 1999 

AEI Rediffusion Music 

Ltd v Phonographic 
Performance Ltd 
Court of Appeal 
(Lord Woolf Master of 
the RolL, Lord Justice 

Mummery and Lord 
Justice Mantell) 

19 February 1999 

definition of “relevant revenue" 
and accepted AETs contention 
that the royalty was to be 
calculated on “music only” 
revenue; and reduced PPLs 
alternative approach of a fixed 
fee per site, rejecting AETs 
contention that there should be 
no such fee. The tribunal con- 
cluded that the appropriate 
order as to costs should be 
that PPL pay two-thirds of 
AETs costs. 

The tribunal's reason was 
that where the licensing body’s 
offer had been held in signifi- 
cant respects to have been 
unreasonable, as a matter of 
policy the general order for 
costs should be on foe footing 
that the licensing body was 
the loser; and it should there- 
fore pay the costs on the basis 
set out in Re Elgindata (No 2) 
[19931 1 AUER 232. 

PPL appealed to the High 
Court against the order for 
Costs, and the order was set 
aside, an order that there 
should be no order for costs 
being substituted- The judge 
held that the tribunal had erred 


in principle in awarding costs 
to AEL AEI appealed. 

Michael Bdoff QC and Hodge 
Malek lEversheds) for AEI: 
Jonathan Rayncr James QC 
(Green Sheikh & Co) Jar PPL. 

Lord Justice Mummery said 
that on an application to settle 
terms of payment or other 
conditions the tribunal’s 
power was very different in its 
nature and scope from that 
of a court adjudicating upon 
ordinary civil claim s. 

That was reflected in the 
width of the discretion on costs 
contained in section 151(1) of 
the 1988 Act and in regulation 
48(1 ) of the Copyright Tribunal 
Rules 1989. It was significant 
that neither the legislation nor 
the rules expressly stated any 
general principle such as that 
set out in RSC Order 62. rule 
3(3), which provided that in 
‘be normal case costs should 
follow the event: it had been ap- 
preciated by the draughtsman 
of the legislation and the rules 
that it was not appropriate to 
fetter the tribunal's discretion 
by reference to foe outcome of 
the application. 

Id the present case, the tri- 
bunal had wrongly been influ- 
enced by the need to find a 
winner and a loser in a case 
where the final determination 
of foe tribunal was somewhere 
between the respective posi- 
tions adopted by the parties, 
and had erred in principle in 
characterising PPL as the loser 
and AEI as the winner. Thai 
error had infected and vitiated 
foe exercise of discretion in law, 
and the judge had accordingly 
been entitled to set aside the 
order of the tribunaL 

Kate O’Hanlon 
Barrister 


IN THE bar-parlour of 
the Angler’s Rest, Francis 
Wheen roes a fortnight 
which will have him in his 
shed around the clock to 
polish a pacy life of Marx 
for autumn publication. He 
is only fretful over fretfuL 
“When you read through 
something at a clip, you 
notice such tics as a pen- 
chant for fretfuL Oddly 


Words 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

fretful, adj. 

enough. I’ve also noticed 
repeated fretful in one Of 
Mark Lawson’s novels. I 
like to give words a chance, 
I always work in worsted.” 


FretfuL s complex history 
has a root in Old English for 

eat - and prompts J ulian 
Barnes to say that “it sug- 
gests something more en- 
ergetic than anxiety". He 
himself had a letter which 
pointed out several uses of 
parodic in Letters From Lon- 
don* and drolly reminds 
Wheen of the “quills upon 
the fretful porpentine". 
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You ask the questions 


(Such as: Bobby Charlton, why did you hang on to 
the drag-a-strand-over hairstyle for so long?) 


S ir Bobby Charlton, 61, played 
for Manchester United Foot- 
ball Club between 1954 and 
1973. He was in the England 
squad that won the World Cup 
in 1966. along with his broth- 
er, lackie. He was knighted in 1994. He is 
now director of Manchester United, and 
leads England's bid to host the World Cup 


in 2006. 


What do you think about Rupert 
Murdoch owning Manchester United? 
Ben Simon. Norwich 
Rupert Murdoch doesn't own Manches- 
ter United till the Monopolies Commission 
gives the OK. and it doesn't really worry 
me much, as (he dub can and win continue 
to prosper with or without his involvement. 
However, if he doesn't succeed with the 
bid. Manchester United, being a public 
company, may be open to bids, hostile or 
not. from companies further removed from 
soccer than Sky. who do have commitment 
to the game through television. I think it 
will go through. 


Who has been the greatest influence on 
your career? 

Rob MiHivg. Crewkeme 
My father was a major influence in my 
early life. Later. Jimmy Murphy taught me 
the standards needed to reach the top as 
a pro and as coach at Manchester United 
He spent hours giving me personal tuition, 
work that helped me succeed in the 
game, and I could never have progressed 
without his help. 


If you weren't on the board of directors 
for Manchester United, what would you 
think about Alex Ferguson being 
manager of England? 

A dele Williams. Warwick 
Alex Fterguson I could never see as Eng- 
lish manager, knowing the devoted Scot 
he is. But he likes a challenge and may 
ust have proved me wrong. Maybe he 
mwwhat a fight we would put up to keep 
aim, and he declined 


iYho do you think should succeed 
Glenn Hoddle? 

Sichdas Bender, Rutland 
Kevin Keegan is now in place but if the 
}ob had bera offered as part time it would 
be interesting to see who would have 
thrown their hat into the ring. 


Do you think Glenn Hoddle should have 
seen allowed to keep his job? 

Stephen Gorman. Herts 
' think the accumulation of things made 
t hard to see him stay 



NEXT WEEK 


"Germaine Greek. 

FOLLOWED BY TONY BANKS 



SEND ANY questions for feminist 
author and commentator Germaine 
Greer; and Minister for Sport Tony 
Banks, to: You Ask the Questions, 
Features, The Independent, 1 
Canada Square, London E14 5DL 
(fine 0171-293 2182; e-mail 
yourquestions@independenLco.uk) , 
by 12 noon on Friday 26 February 


How can you justify Manchester Unit- 
ed selling replica bits for for more than 
the cost price? 

Liz Scatt-Robson, Manchester 
We don't sell aqyttiingwilhouta great deal 
of thought and discussion. We are a busi- 
ness responsible to our shareholders 
and are guided by market forces. I may 
be old-fashioned, but if something I 
wanted was beyond my family finances Td 
have to do without 


What was your best-ever footballing 
moment? 

Graham Milne, Wiltshire 

Final whistle at the World Cup in 1966. 


Why did you hang on to die classic 
“Bobby Chari ton" drag-a-strand-over 
hairstyle for so long? 

Thomas Coleman, London 
I don't know. Vanity, I suppose. 


Do you think George Best has had more 
fan than you? 

Emma Simon, Yorkshire 
Certainly not 


Which football player reminds you of 
yourself? 

Chris Maugham. Glasgow 
Some of David Beckham’s assets <on the 
field) - his long passing and his desire to 
be the best also he likes the challenge foot- 
ball gives. 


Do you really think England has any 
chance of hosting the 2006 World Cup? 
John May. South London 
We have ‘the best bid in terms of stadia, 
infrastructure and place, and everyone I 
im in contact with wants the chance to 
-how off our game and country to the 


world. I am proud of our game and I feel 
40 years is long enough in between World 
Cup finals here. New generations of foot- 
ball followers want to have the opportunity 
to have their own heroes instead of hear- 
ing about the good old days, and we as 
oldies have to try to give them that 
chance to succeed. 

{don’t want to make this a commercial 
but as a prime mover for our bid, I have 
to say we have a real bid; we are ready 
for it If the best bid is chosen I think we 
will be the one. A lot of work has to be deme, 
but I am confident 


While there is a lot of money in foe game 
the players will want a fair share. Over- 
paid maybe spoilt - but not generally - 
and, you may say, no connection to foe real 
world... But football is foe world to most 
of than, and the time is not available to 
experience most of what life offers till 
retirement arrives. 


Many people feel that premiership 
footballers are overpaid, spoilt brats 
with no experience of the real world. 
What are your views? 

Anon 


Do you think there should be a Euro- 
pean Super League? 

Kevin TOngg, Liverpool 
It is a giant step which needs a lot of 
thought The general public like myself 
don’t find the prospect that attractive. 


spectacle usua% although TV leaves 
little to the imagination. 

I remember having to wait 12 months 
before I could see my hero, Stanley 
Matthews, play at Newcastle when I was 
aladltbuitt up many images of what great 
skills he might perform. These days there 
are few surprises. The pace of the game 
makes a different spectacle -buta spec- 
tacle nevertheless. 


Who is tbe greatest player you’ve ever 
played with - or against? 
fan Dzdces, JRoptai; cast London 
Duncan Edwards was maybe the great- 
est but we will never {mow how good he 
might have beco&das he wastragicalty' 
hilled in Munich- “ " ' : • ~ 

Denkiav^ G&tge^est, Nobby Stiles 
were great Alfredo Di Stefeno of Real 
Madrid was the most intelligentfoofoaller 
and charismatic player f played against 
Pele I only played against once, yet he 
made his impression on me - but not like 
DiStefano. 


What’s your biggest regret in football? 
Pete MiUar, Brussels 
1 never got to play fora Bill Shankfor team. 
Even once, it would have been a pleasure. 


Do you think the modern game is as en- 
tertaining a spectacle as it used to be? 
RB. Essex 

I stm love going to games. It is a thrilling 


You’ve had the reputation as the clean- 
est player even Was there ever a time 
you wanted to kick somebody? 

Roger Thompson, Alton, Hants 
1 never thought of kicking anyone! It was 
not my game. I appreciate, though, that 
we are all different, and it would probably 
be a dull old game without the physical 
players. 


Whydoyou think OWTrafford has such 
a lade of atmosphere? 

BUI Grtmleese, Manchester 
There is a lot of atmosphere at Old Traf- 
fbrd, but not as much as there used to be. 
I think we watch matches live like watch- 
ing foe box thdse days, but the really im- 
portant FA Cup ties and European 
matches seem to wake people up. 


Tuv JrUTATIO^ 

of modern life 


31. UMBRELLAS 
By ANDREW MUELLER 



IT is common, especially a\jhi de stdde 
yea re such as this, for pundits to 
attempt to establish the biggest, the 
smallest the best and foe worst of 
whichever age we have survived. At the 
conclusion of this unhappy century 
there vrill inevitably be efforts to 
determine the identity of the person 
who has made the most negative 
contribution to the epoch. 

Tbe nominees are easily imagined: 
Alfred NobeL the inventor of dynamite; 
J Robert Oppenheimer, the father of foe 
bomb; Richard Jordan Gatling, 
the developer of the machine-gun; 
Mikh ail Kalashnikov; the Siberian tank 
command er who refined Gatling’s idea 
into a cheap, reliable weapon. 

There is another figure who must be 
considered, however, whose invention . 

been pain and torment for 
almost as long as people have walked 
on two Legs. The earliest record of his 
invention is a Persian carving showing 
an example of his appalling instrument 
being wielded with malevolent glee by 
King Xerxes. We do not know his name, 
but If he had any sense, or shame, he 
would surely not wish to be credited for 
his invention: the umbrella. 

Umbrellas, much like cigarettes, are 
objectionable on two levels: they do the 
person using them no good at all, and 
they cause unhappiness to anyone 
unfortunate enough fa be standing 
anywhere near that person. 

Umbrellas do not keep the rain off: 
they channel it into trickles and rivulets 
which descend into the gaps between 
your collar and your neck, your socks 
and your shoes. 

Granted, the umbrella is thought to 
have been involved in only one death on 
British soil - that of Georgi Markov; the 
Bulgarian defector stabbed in the leg 
with a poisoned hypodermic in London 
in 1978 - but could anyone even begin to 
put a number on the eyes gouged, the 
ears assaulted and foe ribs bruised by 
whiriing umbrella spokes and clumsy 
> tmforelfa ^ spikds , ? ' 


offices have been impeded by flocks of 
umbrellas, adding unnecessary 
congestion to already crowded 
footpaths? How many football-ground 
punch-ups are attributable to an 
umbrella-user spoiling foe view from 
foe five rows behind them? 

If there is an excuse for umbrellas, it 
is in foe tropics, where torrential rain is 
often accompanied by foe sort of heat 
that makes raincoats impractical In 
Britain, it can only be assumed that 
those who persist with umbrellas are * 
spiteful, antisocial deviants who actively 
enjoy causing an guish to innocent 
strangers. 

Happily, when a more enlightened 
age dawns, tbe shape of the offending 
implement will readily suggest an 
appropriate punishment 
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Charities 


SOCIETY FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF 
LADIES IN REDUCED CIRCUMSTANCES 


Founded by the Luc Miss Edith Smalltvood 
Charily Registration No. 205798 
The Society assists, by charitable grams, ladies of British 
Nationality living alone on low incomes and domiciled in the 
British Isles. 

We welcome enquiries from those who may need our help or from 
those wishing to support the Society. 

.4 Pniimiuan • Application Form and further information may be 
obtained fntm:- 
The Secretary S-A.LJLC. (I), 

Lancaster House. 25 Hornyold Road. 

Malvern, Worcestershire WRI4 1QQ 


• Chat Lines 



0990 09 09 



•a Amtt 

0894 88 
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Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER (Or LSM spocB! 
dam. i642-t999, most tens avad- 
bdib. Ideal MrtncLiy Remem- 
t*r Whea Td: 0181-783 6363. Or 
CALL FREE CSOa 520 000. 
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Independent Hearts 


Recently featured on 

(SIRiUS) 

^ 'elevuuut { 

Club Sirius the Introduction Agency for the 
intelligent, articulate and well educated. 
10,000 members nation-wide must be right! 
Choose from our entire database before you 
decide- Enjoy over 200 events and holidays. 
Call for a Free (nfermafion Pacft on 

0800 542 3000 


5:30cm -10:30pm 7 days a week or write to 
FREEPOST 305 London EC IB 1SY, 

YCsit our Website htlp://wwwi. clubsirius.com 


Oh no: I’ve got eyber-male 


T his week sees foe re- 
lease ofYou've Got Mail 
with Tom Hanks and 
Meg Ryan playing two people 
who hate each other's guts. 
Then what do you know? They 
fall anonymously in love on foe 
Internet E-mail romance is 
shown to be a dating triumph. 
Their cyber love, confronted 
with reality is a resounding suc- 
cess. But like sex on celluloid, 
real life invariably falls some- 
what short Virtual love is the 
great technological rip-off. I 
know I tried it 

OK, so in America over L000 
marriages have taken place, 
thanks to the American service 
provider AO Ls Personals data- 
base. But then this is a country 
where people give their lovers 
“to do 7 ’ lists for the bedroom, 
and dating agencies are one of 
tbe most popular ways to meet 
a prospective lover. 

I met tom-conat a couple of 
months ago. But before you 
label me a lonely misfit, let me 
say that chancing up on an on- 
line chat-room Is as easy as or- 
dering a drink Anyone can 
become an addict. All it takes 
is an unchecked moment of 
boredom, a yearning for 
(testosterone) appreciation and 

you too can become sucked into 
the world of virtual romance. 

It all started when my flat- 
mate told me she was having a . 
virtual affair. From then on, 
evenings were spent dissecting 
her latest e-xnaiL I admit I was 
jealous. She had that wet-lipped 
glow of the hormonally awak- 
enedand the phrase ^ *3ust going 


He’s friendly; flirtatious and he ? s 
always on the Internet. There’s a 
reason for that. By Kate Mulvey 
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Prince or cyber-frog? There’s only one way to find out 


the body of an athlete and the 
rugged features of an Italian 
mafioso. Visions of Tammy Lee 
Jones and Oliver Reed (in his 
younger days) sprang to mind. 
Suddenly a slow voice jolted me 

out of my reverie. “Hi, Fmytrar 
homus cybents it said. Then 
as I turned round, someone 

more reminiscent of Joe Pesci 

and Danny De Vito smiled 
hopefully at me. He was in his 

mid-forties (he claimed to be 36) 

with a goatee beard, dressed 
in a "‘mad for it" cagoule and 
drawsL lug trousers I had been . 
lusting for a fashion victim 
dressed like an adolescent hip- 
hop fan. I had wasted two 
months revealing my inner-, 
most secrets to a charlatan. 

But who was I trying to kid? 

E-mail dating is all about flta- 


upstairs to check my e-mail" 
began to sound like a stuck 
recoil The only thing for it was 
to geta virtual man for myself. 

I had to plough through 
many cyber-frogs before I met 
my virtual prince. Apart from 
the usual stalkers ofltering free 
Cyber-smut, and the inevitable 
dullards, I finally e-mailed Tbin, 
What can I say? Tom was at 
times candid and Mad, then, 
just as I was getting into a feisty 
stride, he would come back 
with a commanding, caustic 
one-liner and I would again be 
his submissive cyber-babe. 

Soon I had acquired my very 
own cyber-glow. People asked 
me what I was on. Virtual en- 
dorphines and online pleasure. 


hormones, I said. They thought 
I was mad. I just smiled. 

Tbm mid I had been pla ying 
verbal ping-pong for too long. 

Our e-mails, once so full of wit 
and nnld flirtation, soon turned 
to sincerity and frank desire. We 
disclosed our innermost fears. 
Liberated by the anonymity of 
foe screen, we talked about 
childhood, our disappoint- 
ments, and what we expected 
in bed. It was intadca tingiy 
seductive. The obviously 

was to put a face to my gallant 

stranger. So, I made the big e- 

mail mistake. I asked him for a 

proper date. 

Two days later I was sitting 
at the comer table of our de^ 

ignated ban He had said he had 
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Just as Europe is absorbed in the fin de siecle, so New York fashion is turning back to the 
Wild West frontier days. (Wait - was that a cowgirl in cashmere?) By Melanie Rickey 


The prairie dolls 


O ne day after Hel- 
mut Lang presen- 
ted his millennial 

collection in New 
York City last week 
it -was available to 
view on the Inter- 
net at hebnutlang.com. Anyone tap- 
ping into the site iwhich received 
overl million “hits” last season) will 
see exactly what press and buyers 
saw to his downtown shop: a timely 
collection of clothes (photographed 
byJuergen Teller) for urban soldiers 
with a penchant for hard-edged 
androgynous glamour. 

From the orange silk organza 
space-age jump suit with astronaut 
collar to the black silk canvas dress 
with attached cashmere neck pillow, 
it’s all there. The onfy element miss- 
ing is the aural ambience, but even 
that is easy to recreate. Simply find 
a recording of •'Land of Hope and 
Glory”, sample a few late-night talk 
radio shows, then mix in a bit of 
NASA mission control speak and the 
whirr and dick of50 cameras. You'D 
be right there. Believe me. 

That's the thing about New York. 
What you see in pictures is nearly 
what you get The fashion show 
itself is almost an irrelevance in the 
wider scheme of tilings. As 1-ang 
knows all too well, the copycats will 
copy him whether he’s on the 
Intend ornot Which leads us to the 
main point about New York fashion: 
there is no mystery; just clothes that 
will be in shops this September; 
rather than dothes that mi gh t be 
available to order- if we’re lucky. 

New Ybrk has every right to be 
matter-of-feet about dothes. Their 
fashion industry is worth $20bn per 
year; and the designers want it to 
stay that way. 

As always, the catwalks were full 
of “I want them now" dothes. and 
some significant (albeit American- 
ised) trends which wfll have an ef- 
fect on our winter 1999/2000 


wardrobes. The most important was 
fabric When fashion becomes as 
pared down as it is now, there is little 
to experiment with other than fab- 
ric and, in turn, shape. Several 
designers, notably Daryl K and Hel- 
mut Lang, used a steel/nylon or 
steel/cotton fabric which has a 
permanently crumpled appearance 
and gives surface texture to other- 
wise basic items. The big winner of 
the week, however was cashmere. 

Donna Karan, Calvin Klein, Daryl 
K, Ralph Lauren, TSE NewYbrk thy 
Hussein Chalayan), Michael Kors, 
John Bartlett and Marc Jacobs 
continued on the cashmere trail 
with umpteen-ply, mostly fitted vari- 
ations on higb-neck jumpers; but 
these designers also worked felted, 
boiled, and treated wools and fleeces 
into the mix, lending all of their 
collections a chunky and raw-edged 
(rather than gently layered) softness 
and comfort 

These super-soft, but stiff looking 
fabrics gave the designers a new way 
to work with shape. Most opted for 
moulded wrap, apron, or A-line 
skirts at knee or mid-calf lengths, 
and blanket-inspired wraps, shawls, 
shr ug s, ponchos, dresses and coats, 
many with funnel, astronaut- 
inspired. or crew necks. (This 
resulted to one woman complaining 
at Michael Kors that this coming 
winter fashion was aimed at long- 
necked women.) 

Chalayan even went as far as to 
call his austere yet luxurious col- 
lection for TSE “The Bed”; he t 
pushed the paradox home further by 
sewing blanket labels onto his satin 
edged “super-cashmere” skirts. 

Colour was also a sfrangmessage 
When Calvin Klein and Donna 
Karan did colour last season, the 
result was immediate. Last week, 
the catwalks were awash wife beau- 
tiful hues, especially by Ralph Lau- 
ren who showed mouth-watering 
Opal-Fruit brights; lemon, lime. 


strawberry and orange for duffel 
coats, a poncho and slim suiting, and 
soft blue ai^ pink for knitted funnel- 
neck shefl-top^ skirts, dim pants and 
jumpers. Fbrsome reason, his show 
got a bad review stateside, (well, it 
was a bit Eighties). But anyone 
brave enough to show (orwear) a fab- 
ulous, bright yellow trench coat with 
matching polo neck gets my vote. 

Likewise, Anna Sui, who was 
charmingly off-kilter with her 
homage to the innocence of pre- 
Woodstock 1960s college kids going 
to their first folk festival. Orange 
popped up again in the form of a cro- 
chet poncho reminiscent of the sofa 


One woman 
complained at 
Michael Kors that this 
coming winter fashion 
was aimed at long- 
necked women 


throw initoseonne, and the dreaded 
patterned anorak was resurrected, 
along with patchwork mohair skirts 
and smock dresses. 

Marc Jacobs played safer with 
shades of petrol blue, lilac, mauve, 
dusty pink and dove grey in his col- 
lection which can best be described 
as “Prairie Chic meets Rustic 
Street”, a look which is strong on the 
streets of New York already. 

He messed around with per- 
ceived 1970s memories such as 
walchingLittfeHouse on thePrame 
and Bonanza. Indeed, Jacobs 
showed a mix between the two: 
American pilgrims crossed with the 
Wild West by way of disco, a mood 
also picked up on by Michael Kors, 
Marc Eisen, and young designer 


Rebecca Dannenberg (whose show 
I watched on the Internet back in 
London: 7tbonsbdh.com). 

It’s strange: while British 
designers are looking back to 
Victoriana with frills andbqjeweled 
capes. Americans are going all 
Western. Jacobs sent out felt, mid- 
calf length bib dresses - with rustic 
curtain hem detailing, or raised 
seaming- which tied like aprons at 
the bade, and felt breeches and 
swirly rapes. His mid-calf length cow 
hide apron skirt, and cropped denim 
tuxedo pants, featuring a wide satin 
stripe, were instant must-have fash- 
ion hits. And the multi-ply cashmere 
jumpers with hand-wanner pockets? 
Start saving now. 

Karan and Klein, though, slued 
away from colour altogether; pre- 
ferring monochrome and neutral 
tones (do they know something we 
don’t?) Indeed, Calvin Klein's col- 
lection was a deliberately toned 
down and overiy minimalist affair It 
was almost as if he’d derided he’d 
had enough of dicta ting and instead 
wanted to present fabulous dothes 
that everyone will want to buy. If so, 
he succeeded beautifully. 

Julia Roberts and Christy 
Turlington sat in the front row 
(lUrinagton diligently making notes), 
as tiie collection - built around the 
fennel-neck shell-top in cashmere, 
fencing jackets, slim trousers, felted 
wool coats, and to-the-knee skirts in 
mostly black or shades of camel - 
strolled by One look stood out for its 
sheer simplicity - a strapless black 
corset tube ova* tong black trousers. 
Calvin Klein still does the best boob 
tube to the business. 

Donna Karan could also have 
(ailed her collection “The Bed", as 
blankets appeared to be her start- 
ing point Despite the odd sighs of 
boredom, the collection was infused 
with her passion to accentuate and 
flatter the female form without 
drawing unnecessary attention to 


flaws. She did this by wrapping and 
draping lengths offahric (chocolate 
and ivory cashmere, liquid mer- 
cury satin) to create contemporary 
dresses, skirts and coats with their 
unfinished ends flapping. This col- 
lection was about fluid movement, 
and, as to her DKNY line. Karan 
drew from the latest fabric tech- 
niques. including moulded seams 
and “memory cashmere", an inno- 
vation which supposedly remembers 
the shape of the body wearing it 
Away from the big guys of fash- 
ion there were two other scenes tak- 
ing place. First the British landing. 
Vivienne Westwood was in town to 
promote ho* new shop by present- 
ing her Red Label collection - nor- 
mally shown to London - to a 
bemused audience. Nothing new 
there. London-based Tomasz 
Starzewski was promoting his new 
menswear line and dnnxuntog up 
business among uptown ladies keen 
to buy into his Royal connection with 
Sophie Rhys-Jones. Nothing new 
there either, but the gowns and day 
suits wifl look good at society dinners 
and charity auctions. 

Last is the “off-schedule” scene 
which, unlike the messy arrange- 
ment to London, is run fay an or- 
ganisation called South of Seventh. 
This is how Designer Daryl K- often 
described as New York’s home- 
grown answer to Helmut L a n g - 
launched her careen 
Current names to watch are 
Bruce and “People Used to Dream 
About the Future", designed by 
Adrian Cowan, an Englishman, wUh 
his Roman girlfriend. Diva Pittala.- 
“People are dying to see serious 

fashion design in New Ybrk," he said 

after their third show. “But we still 
have to explain everything we do on 
the show notes," he says. That’s New 
York for yon. 

Next toeefc FuR London report bo 
Susannah Frankei 
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I was framed by Freud 


)ve r 


A portrait of the Queen by our greatest living artist is an exciting possibility. But she won’t find sitting for him easy. By Martin Gayford 


M y idea of 
portraiture,’ 1 
Lucian 
Freud told 
Laurence 
Gowing, 
“came from 
dissatisfaction with portraits that re- 
sembled people. I would wish my poi> 
traits to be 0 / people, not like diem. 
Not having the look of the sitter - 
being them." Freud does not want 
merely to catch a surface resem- 
blance: he is after some deeper rev- 
elation - the truth. “There is a 
distinction between fact and truth," 
he told Robert Hughes. “Truth has 
a quality of revelation about it." 

That is exactly how we often 
react to paintings by Freud. His great 
portrait of John Minton, for example 
- the face apparently about to foil 
apart under some unbearable emo- 
tional pressure - has often been 
seen as a premonition of the alco- 
holic disintegration and subsequent 
suicide of the sitter. Freud’s models 
are never self-possessed. Their eyes 
stare out. are glazed with thought, 
downcast wide with anxiety, blank 
with boredom, or closed in exhaus- 
tion - but invariably their public per- 
sonality is switched off. and the 
inner, vulnerable self seems to ap- 
pear. "We sometimes wonder," as 
John Russell once wrote, “if we 
hare any right to be there.” 

Freud himself acknowledges this 
reaction. When one of his recent 
models. Leigh Bowery, asked him 
why he thought some people found 
his female nudes misogynistic, he 
replied: “Through my intimacy with 
the people I portray, I may have 
depicted aspects of them [in a way] 
which people find intrusive." 

But here we come across a cen- 
tral paradox of Freud's art He may 
appear the most microscopically 
realist of artists, dedicated to the pre- 
cise analysis of each tuck of flesh or 
moist surface in eyelid or groin. But 
the more superficial likeness of the 
sitter, he insists, is irrelevant to his 
purposes. "Since the model," he 
pointed out in Encounter in 1954, “is 
not going to be hung up next to the 
picture, since the picture is going to 
be there on its own. it is of no inter- 
est whether it is an accurate copy of 
the model" But what is the truth 
about a model if it is not what the per- 
son looks like? 

The answer is in that Encounter 
article. The painter makes real to 
others his innermost feelings about 
all he cares for. It is not the model, 


precisely that is being revealed so 
remorselessly but Freud’s emo- 
tions about that model The painter’s 
“obsession with his subject” is dri- 
ven by a necessity to communicate 
his fe elings about the subject with 
such intensity that those feelings be- 
come infectious. But, in Freud's 
case, those feelings become appar- 
ent only through exhaustive looking 
- a process that can last six months 
or a yean sometimes for eight hours 
a day. Expressionist or romantic 
emotional splurge would be easy, 
self-indulgence - not the true feel- 
ing. Ttuth emerges from “the clos- 
est observation... day and night" 
with a completeness “without which 



# The picture will 


hang on its own; 


it need not be an 
accurate copy of 
the model , ' says 
Lucian Freud 


selection itself is not possible". 
Sometimes, he told Gowing, an ear 
has disappeared. But the selection 
must be from what is really there, lb 
put in something which wasn't there, 
would be a “pointless lie.' 

T his approach explains many 
thing s about the Freudian method. 
The arduous nature of the process, 
for example, and its slowness - the 
painting growing imperceptibly as 
one model puts it “like a hand of a 
clock". It is easy to see, too, why the 
physical presence of the model is a 
necessity. A photograph - except on 
very rare occasions - would not do. 
Indeed, Freud’s work, though rep- 


resentational is vety for from photo- 
graphic. He told Leigh Bowery: 
“Photographic information is al- 
most entirely to do with light Tm 
more intereked in what’s inside 
their heads.” But given his an- 
nounced indifference to making an 
“accurate copy" of the sitter, it's 
worth noting that Fteud does get an 
excellent likeness. To meet a Freudi- 
an model socially gives you a slight- 
ly uncanny experience of dt$jtl uu. 

can understand why it is so es- 
sential that the artist should know 
the models, that they should be 
“people in bis life" - friends, family, 
wives, fellow painters, lovers, chil- 
dren: “If you draft know them, it can 
only be like a travel book." It is not 
quite the case that he never does 
co mmiss ioned portraits. But even 
when he does - as with the Devon- 
shire family - it seems that friend- 
ship precedes the commission. 

Given the frequent closeness of 
Freud’s relationship to his models, 
and jhp inh'maiy of the feelings ex- 
plored, it is not surprising that he has 
striven to cloak his sitters in 
anonymity - Girl Reading, Naked 
Portrait, etc. The feet that he has 
never been “unconcerned with any 
of the people he paints” is enough to 
malfp hhn, believe it or not, almost 
unique among painters, ft s certainty 
hard to think of parallels, although 
It is arguable that many of the great- 
est painting s of the past by Rem- 
brandt and Velazquez, for example, 
were of sitters who were dose to the 
painter in some way. 

It is natural that we should be in- 
terested in the testimony of the 
models, and in their memories of the 
experience. They have been through 
an experience as demanding as any 
in the annals of art, and have con- 
tributed their identities, perhaps, to 
some of the most significant paint- 
ings of our times. 

But we should not be surprised if 
what some' of them recall is an 
experience of numbing boredom, an 
ordeal that went on for month after 
month, with the painter attempting 
to ease the pain of tedium with 
entertaining conversation. The 
model is onty the relatively passive 
occasion of the painting. The real 
object of the exercise is toe creation 

of a work of art. 

Lucian Freud, at first sight a 
transcriber of fact is revealed as a 
20th-certury Pygmalion. Ata certain 
stage, he once claimed, the painter 
realises that itis only a picture; until 
then he had almost dared hope that 
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A Sitter's Tale: ‘Haddington interior', Harry diamond, 1970 


“LUCIAN FREUD and 1 were on the same scene In Soho in the 1940s. 
In 1950, he suggested that l sit for him. Altogether I sat for him 
four or five times over the following years. The first one and the 
last one he did of me seem to be among the best known of his 
paintings, but I prefer the Intervening ones. The first one - Interior 
in Paddington - was the only one I felt slightly miffed about. 

People come up and say how great it is. and I say, *Yeah, but I don’t 
really have short legs'. I suppose you could call that ardstic licence. 


The sittings went on for some six months on chat occasion: 
another time it took a year - which was very demanding. We talked 
quite a lot, except at chose times when he said. 'Now don’t talk. I’m 
concentrating.' which was fair enough. It was quite an ordeal. If 
someone is Interested in getting your essence down on canvas, they 
are also drawing your essence out of you. Afterwards one felt 
depleted, but also invigorated. I wouldn't do it again, though." 
Photographer Harry Diamond sat far Freud in the Fifties and Sixties 




like a man 
possessed 


Myung-Whun Chung: powerful and idiosyncratic 
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'The score's almost 
supernatural purity„ 
is beautifully mirrored 
in the led and tax lure of 
Martha Clorke'9 staging' 
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THURSDAY EVENING at the 
Barbican Centre saw the pian- 
ist Nikolai Demidenko enjoy a 
quid: bar-side smoke before 
driving Rachmaninov’s Third 
Concerto into the fast lane. 
When a well-meaning onlooker 
thanked him for stepping in for 
Jean-Yves Thibaudet, Demi- 
denko beamed mischievously 
shrugged, and dismissed the 
challenge with a flippant “no 
problem - it’s only Rachmaii- 
inov Three!" Now that’s what I 
call tempting providence. 

Myung-Whun Chung and the 
LSO provided the velvet sound- 
frame for Demidenko's loose- 
cannon pianism. and the 
results were both invigorating 
and exasperating. First came a 
gentle statement of the winding 
first theme, and yet within min- 
utes the beat was on and the 
soloist was firing away on all 
cylinders. He would home in on 
interesting counter-subjects, 
speed through difficult pas- 
sage-work and draw thunder 
from the bass keys -some tiroes 
in time with the orchestra, 
sometimes not 

Judged purely as piano- 
playing, it was brilliant, provoc- 
ative. uncompromising and 
occasional!}' disorderly. The 
LSO strings set up the Inter- 
mezzo with some ravishing 
sonorities but Demktenko’s re- 
sponses were hast}- and im- 
pulsive. Grateful as I was to 
hear the whole score (the last 
two movements are frequently 
cut), the resulting performance 
seemed like an uncomfortable 
meeting of incompatible minds. 

If Rachmaninov's Third is 
the best of his four concertos, 
the Symphonic Dances is 
surely the finest - certainly 
the most musically original - of 
his orchestral works. Dedicat- 
ed to (and premiered by) the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, they 
combine filmic opulence with 
fierce rhythms and aching 
nostalgia. 

Chung made aural beefcake 
of the opening “non-AIlegro”, 
stamping emphatically through 
the martial first theme and al- 
lowing plenty of space for' the 
central saxophone solo. The 
second movement is a self- 
contained suite of waltzes, and 
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the finale is a hot-headed mix 
of orchestral fireworks and 
Russian -style dance motifs. 
Chung charged at the closing 
pages like a man possessed, up- 
ping the pace excitedly, though 
shortening the prolonged tam- 
tam stroke that should rightty 
end the piece. It was a sensitive, 
well-executed performance, a 
little strait-laced perhaps for 
such a vividly suggestive work, 
but always effective. 

I had never made the con- 
nection between Rachmaninov 
and Mahler; and yet one par- 
ticular passage in the Second 
Dance - where muted brass 
and harp join forces - sounded 
distinctly Mhhlerian. 

Chung's credentials as a 
Mahler conductor were con- 
firmed three nights later when 
he led a powerful though idio- 
syncratic account of the Res- 
urrection Symphony. The 
pitch-black first movement was 
more a tragic Andante than a 
dramatic Allegro Maestoso, 
though foe ethereal rising scale 
that serves as the second sub- 
ject was pfoyed with trance4ike 
application by foe LSO strings. 
UnusuaDy slow speeds carried 
through to the second move- 
ment, but the rustic Scherzo 
went with a real swing; the ten- 
der “Uiiicht" was beautifully 
sung by the contralto Sara Min- 
gardo and the long, multi- 
dimensional final e drew 
heartfelt contributions from 
the soprano Andrea Dankova 
and the LSO chorus. 

Every ploy made the de- 
sired effect, whether it was at- 
mospheric off-stage brass, 
pregnant silences or cata- 
clysmic climaxes. 

And while this listener finds 
Mahler 2 rather less thaw the 
sum of its impressive parts, 
most of Sunday’s Barbican 
audience would plainly have 
disagreed. Indeed, Chung and 
his team enjoyed a rapturous 
ovation. 

HOB COWAN 



THE INDEPENDENT 


GREAT COMEDY OFFERS 


★ On Monday we introduced you to the happy way 
to work and today we continue with more comedy 
audios For you to enjoy on the way to the office. 
Why not start the day with a smile on your Face? 
“Suit you, Sir!” 


★ Today The Independent and BEK Radio 
Collection are offering you Absolutely Fabulous or 
The Fast Show 


★ You can guarantee a great car or train journey if 
you're listening to one of BBC Radio Collection's 
comedy audio cassettes 


★ Perfect For listening in the car on the way to 
work and remember that research has shown that 
laughter, by reducing stress, actually lowers the 
Instance of road rage - “which is nice!” 


★ To order any one of the titles shown call the 
credit card Hotline on Ol8l 57b 2236 and have your 
credit card details ready 


"A" Alternatively, please fill in your details on the 
coupon below 





Detach completed form and send it together with a cheque or postal order made payable to Video Pins Direct 
(or include your credit card details) to BBC Radio Collection, PO Box 180, Peterborough PE2 6UW. 


Tide 

Code 

: Format 

; RRP 

Independent Quantity 

The Fast Show VoLi 

ISBN 0563 381671 

Cassette 

: £5.99 

£449 

The Fhst Show Vbli 

ISBN 0563 381434 

CD 

; £7.99 

£SJ9 

She Fast Show VbL 2 

ISBN 0563 381140 

Cassette 

• £5.99 : 

: 

The Ffcst Show VoL2 

ISBN 0563 382341 

• CD 

' £7J9 = 

£5.99 

The Fast Show Live 

ISBN 0563 5520QX 

Cassette 

£5.99 

£A 99 

The East Show live 

ISBN 0563 553693 

; CD 

j £7.99 

£559 • 

AbEab 

ISBN 0563 389826 

; Cassette 

; £5.99 

i&99 r 


£ total 


I enclose a cheque for £ made payable to Video Plus Direct 

Or please charge my credit card £ 

Q ACCESS Q VISA Q MASTERCARD 

cakp nq QGQQQQGDDQQQ Q 

EXPIRY DATE 

CARDHOLDER’S SIGNATURE 


Grand Total 
£ 


My details 

Title. 

Address 


Name 


□ Tick if you do not wish to receive direct mail from other carefiilty 
screened companies whose products or services we feel maybe of 
interest Offer subject to availability. Order ref number ADBBI843 


Postcode 
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Over long, over here 


Mixed motives lead 
ttTmixed results in 
a season of new 
American plays at 
London's Don mar. 
By Paul Taylor 

Y ou know the scenario: 

tire play isn’t within gob- 
bing distance of the in- 
terval and already 
you're feeling that a 
kinder management would have is- 
sued punters with individual chunks 
of brick wall to beat their heads 
against. Ibis was the experience 1 
had while watching tfia Corthron's 
SplashHatchontheE Going Down, 
the first in a three-play season at the 
Donmar called American Imports. 
My irritation, however, was inspired 
less by this thuddmgty un drama tic 
piece of ecological editor ialising 
than by the piety of the misguided 
motives for mounting it, and the rest 
of the series. 

Given that the Donmar’s com- 
mitment to new writing is not a 
round-the-clock one, the only justi- 
fications for mounting a group of 
plays V^y American dramatists who 
are unknown quantities over here 
are quality; phis cultural curiosity and 
sense of adventure. But the theatre’s 
literary manager treats us to a pro- 
gramme essay in which there's a lot 
of breast-beating about the unfair- 
ness of the current British domi- 
nance both on and off-Broadway. 

It is implied that the reasons for 
this have as much to do with invid- 
ious conditions (our young dramat- 
ists hail from a culture of public 
subsidy; theirs. don’t) as with the in- 
herent excellence of the exports. So 
this season of New York-based plays, 
two of which, ironically, have yet to 
be produced in the Big Apple, is a 
way of redressing the balance. 

A strange policy. It’s true (hat 
Tony Kushner’s Angels in America 
was staged at our National Theatre 



i the E Going Down* 


before Broadway would consider it 
The difference, though, is not just 
that that play happens to be a mas- 
terpiece. The Donmar’s righteous- 
ly philanthropic iimbt-pHa is in fact 
unfair to the plays, making them 
sound as if they are simultaneously 
representative of the best on offer; 
and charily cases. I fear that it is only 

as a result pfsairii m uddled thinking 

that Splash Hatch could ever have 
been produced in Britain, let alone 


in the kind of committed production 
Ttorana SDbert achieves here. 

The central character; a pregnant 
l&year-old Harlem girl relentlessly 
lectures her family friends and hus- 
band (a demolition worker who dies 
of lead poisoning) on envi ronmen tal 
issues and racial inequities. What a 
waste to be airing these vital topics 
through a protagonist whom any 
audience would quickly want to kill 

Given a slickly chic, splendidly 


acted and spatially most imaginative 
staging by James Ken; Katherine 
Burger’s tart and sometimes touch- 
ing comedy Morphia Resonance 
adroitly slips through a cumber of 
stylistic modes in charting the love 
Ih^ofa quartet of thirty-something 
New Yorkers. Compared to Ser and 
the City, this is Henry James, and 
like that master; Ms Burger has a 
subtle acuteness about what hap- 
pens to love when one of the partners 


Geraint Lewis 


involved is dying. For much of the 
time, though. Morphia Resonance 
comes across as the kind of play 
that wants to be a critique of the 
defensive knowingness of smart 
urban types, but cannot itself quite 
shake off the temptation to be over- 
knowing too. 

To Saturday. The season continues 
with ‘3 Days of Ram ’ from Tues. 
( 0171-3691732 ) 


An adventure in parallel universes 


WE'VE ALL played the what-if game, 
tracing chains of cause and effect in 
our own or others’ lives, speculating 
on the different turn events might 
have taken had so-and-so done this, 
or not said that Suspect Culture's 
newly devised production, devel- 
oped in association with London's 
Bush Theatre, enlists such imagin- 
ings as the basis for its minutely 
focused exploration of human inter- 
action. It takes a single scenario - 
two strangers meeting by appoint- 
i, ment in a seaside hotel - and runs 
: permutations of its possible con- 
stituents and outcomes. With four ac- 
tors - two male, two female - 
alternately playing either character; 


THEATRE 

MAINSTREAM • 

MACROBERT ARTS CENTRE 
STIRLING 

the encounter is variously enacted 
between a man and a woman, two 
men, or two women; also as it might 
have transpired depending on what 
is or isn’t said and done. 

According to the extensive pro- 
gramme notes, one of the company's 
aims was to investigate the nature 
of performance, and the relationship 
of performer and audience, in both 
a dramatic and an everyday context 
The overlap between the dramatic 


and the everyday is, in fact, the 
piece's primary conceptual milieu, 
on the basis that virtually everything 
we do or say before an audience even 
of one, contains at least an element 
of performance. The physical and 
temporal artifice inherent in theat- 
rical production is elegantly high- 
lighted. You see this in Ian Scott’s 
design, a square platform set out 
with minimal emblematic props de- 
noting four locations within the hotel 
(bah bedroom, breakfast-room, etc). 

Direction-wise, too, Graham Eat- 
ough has his cast share a lexicon of 
half-a-dozen or so bey gestures or 
displacement activities, replicated 
throughout the jigsaw of short, in- 


terchanging pas de deux - in front 
of and behind said screens - used to 
suggest the multifarious paths pot- 
entially learfing the characters to and 
from thefr rendezvous. Within these 
formal parameters, aurally aug- 
mented by Nick Powell’s collage of 
sounds and original music, the writ- 
ing and performance styles employ 
contrasting ele m ents of naturalism. 
Of course, the whole set-up is de- 
signed to question that very notion. 

The waters are further muddied 
by a deliberate ambiguity as to 
whether events or conversations 
are really taking place or not 

The problem, as so often with this 
style of collaborative work, lies in 


bringing it to viable dramatic fife. 
Mainstream’s methodology shares 
some ground with Fbrced Enter- 
tainment's recent work. The 
Sheffield ensemble, however; nego- 
tiates its theoretical terrain by mak- 
ing us believe, even momentarily, in 
the characters and emotions they 
conjure. Other than fleetingly. Sus- 
pect Culture’s production foils to 
muster that precision-honed inten- 
sity of execution. Ultimately, it cones 
across as perhaps a little too self- 
absorbed for its own good. 

Sue Wilson 

Tburing Scotland until 14 Mar, 0141- 
2488052 


THE LATE SARAH KANE: 
IN HER OWN WORDS 


In rehearsals for ’Blasted* 
“Everyone has worked really 
honestly on the play, so even if 
it’s a disaster; there wont be any- 
one to blame.” 

“One year’s writing and 23 
years’ living. What am I going to 
do for the next one?” 

After the ‘Blasted’ ftirore 
“Everything they said was a 
lie. They didn’t say anything 
that was true, except that I’d 
written a play. I knew the 
tabloids wouldn’t like it. hut the 
response has been hysterical 
and apoplectic” 

“It is distressing, if not en- 
tirely surprising. I expected crit- 
icism. I didn’t expect it to 
become a news item. It’s a 65- 
seat theatre and suddenly it’s 
Newsnight and The World at 
One. Hie thing that shocks me 
the most is that they seem to 
have been more upset by the 
presentation of violence than by 
violence itself. A 15-year-old girl 
has just been raped in a wood 
but there's more space in the 
tabloids about my play than 
about this brutal act That’s the 
kind of journalism that the play 
absolutely condemns.” 

“There is no real debate in 
this co im try about how you rep- 
resent violence in art The vio- 
lence in this play is completely 
de-glamorised. It’s just pre- 
sented. I resent the idea that I 
set out to shock. I wrote it to tell 
the (ruth. Of course that’s shock- 
ing. Take the glamour out of vi- 
olence and it becomes utterly 
repulsive. Would people seri- 
ously prefer it if the violence was 
appealing?” 

“If I had written something 
more polemical, with dearly 
defined good and bad charac- 
ters, maybe it would just have 
been dismissed as a bad play 
and the reaction would have 
been calmer.” 

“I hate the idea of theatre just 
being an evening pastime. It 
should be emotionally and in- 
tellectually demanding. I love 
football. The level of analysis that 
you listen to on the terraces is 
astonishing. If people ffid that in 
the theatre... but they don’t 
They expect to sit back and not 
participate. If there’s a place for 
musicals, opera or whatever; 
then there should be a place for 

good new writing, irrespective of 

box-office. What do we want 
our culture to be remembered 
for in a hundred years’ time: 
Neighbours ?” 

“Once you have perceived 
that life is very cruel the on|y re- 
sponse is to live with as much 
humanity humour and freedom 
as you can. Writing is an ex- 
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pression of that - so it is ironic 
that people are trying to damp 
down on it” 

During rehearsals for 
‘Phaedra’s Love’ 

“Like Hippolytus, I committed 
the unforgivable sin. which is 
knowing that God is real and 
consciously deciding to reject 
Him. I believed in God but not 
in the lifestyle that Christianity 
demanded I knew a lot of Chris- 
tians who 1 thought were fun- 
damentally bad people and a lot 
ofnon-Christians who I thought 
were utterly beautiful, and I 
couldn’t understand that. So I 
made a conscious decision to re- 
ject God and gradually my belief 
subsided. According to the Bible 
I am now utterly damned The 
point in Phaedra is that if you're 
not sure God exists you can 
cover your arse, living your fife 
carefully just in case, oryou can 
live your life as you want to live 
it If there is a God who cant 
accept the honesty of that then, 
well, tough." 

“A lot of people wont see be- 
yond the fact that there was a lot 
of nasty stuff in Blasted and 
there's even more in this.” 

“Through being very, very 
low comes an ability to five in the 
moment because there isn’t 
anything else. What do you do if 
you feel the truth is behind you? 
Many people fed depression is 
about emptiness but actually 
it’s about being so full that 
everything cancels itself out 
You can’t have faith without 
tkiubl and what are you left with 
when you can’t have love with- 
out hate?” 

Dnring rehearsals for her 
production of ‘Woyzeck’ 

Tm not interested in sloganis- 
ing. No one would listen to me. 
But what you can do is put 
people through an intense 
experience. Maybe in a small 
way from that you can change 
things." 

Sources: The Independent', 
‘The Independent on Sunday', 
The Big Issue 1 


On the Fringe 


SPRING AWAKENING JERMYN STREET I THE GLASS CEBJNG BATTERSEA ARTS CENTRE ■ AND THE BROTHER TOO... TRJOCLE THEATRE 


EDWARD BOND has said 
that Frank Wedekind’s 
Spring Awakening, first 
published in 1891, “becomes 
more relevant as our 
armies get stronger, our 
schools, prisons, and bombs 
bigger”. 

Theatre 28’s production 
at the Jermyn Street 
Theatre, which uses Bond’s 
fine translation, puts a 
strong case for this 
grandiose claim without 
recourse to any 
contemporary gloss on 
Wedekind’s vision of a 
suffo cating social order 

There is no coyness 
about the scenes of teenage 
masturbation, rape and 
homosexual love that got 
the play banned in England 
until 1965, and much 

censored elsewhere. But 
nor, crucially is there 
embarrassment about 
inhabiting the comically 
starchy mannerisms of a 
bygone age, almost quaint 
in its wOftil ignorance. The 
play's enduring power lies 
in the fact that, though the 
26th century may have 


brought a greater degree of 
sexual liberation, taboos 
continue to surround 
puberty, sowing the seeds of 
dysfunction and neurosis. 

'It’s no easier than it ever 
was for trained actors to 
play pre-school-leavers yet 
the cast fares admirably 
under Stephen Henry’s 
direction. Louise Doherty 
occasionally allows an 
overly shrill tone to take 
hold of Wendla, the innocent 
whose enforced 

impregnation and 
subsequent abortion pin 
result in her death, but her 
scenes with the too -curious 
Melchior (Dean Verbeck), 
prior to his assault on her, 
convey a wide-eyed lust for 
life that looks wholly 
authentic. 

Ian Bass shines as 
Mortiz, the boy whose 
fragility and perspicacity 
wOl result in suicide. Not for 
this character the retreat 
into monosyllabic shyness; 
prone to lyrical outbursts, 
he memorably compares 
the alarm he feels at his 
sexual awakening to that of 


an “owl flying through a 
burning wood”. 

You might expect a play 
called The Glass Ceiling to 
deal with the issue of 
female career advancement 

in wnalp-dnm mated 
workforces, but Richard 
Davidson utilises this 
commonplace image for far 
less prosaic ends. The 
cefling in question is part of 
a customised greenhouse in 
darkest Lancashire in 
which a fading romantic 
novelist called AJdous 
(Chris MacDonneH) sits 
recovering from a heart 
attack, waiting for 
inspiration and peering 
through a telescope at the 
heavens or at copulating 
geriatric neighbours. His 
brooding person is tended 
like a sick plant by his 
partner; Rebecca; but when 

his larky layabout son, 
Gabriel brings a new 
girlfriend, SaSy to stay 
AMous is roused to confront 
the past that binds them aff 
together and which finally 
tears them apart. 

Davidson supplies details 


with the assurance of a 
fireside storyteller but it is 
not so much the progress 
towards a denouement that 
grips, as the enveloping 
mood of disquiet Wry, 
evasive exchanges are 
conducted within 
Christopher Oram’s 
strikingly simple, steel- 
framed set Shadows form 
in the green half-light The 
director; Angus Jackson, 
lias picked four actors who 
can suggest souring; 
withheld emotion at the bat 
of an eyelid. Moments of 
release are few and far 
between, but when they 
come, as when Sally and 
Gabriel silently offer their 
faces up to an invisible 
downpour; the effect is at - 
once highly theatrical and 
discreetly life-affirming. 

Eamon Morrissey's And 
the Brother Tbo... is a 
gentle monologue based on 
the writings of the Irish 
comic novelist Flann 
O’Brien. The follow-up to 
Morrissey's well-travelled 
The Brother (1974), it’s a 
droll sharing of thoughts - 


some astute, some 
humdrum - on everything 
from the perils of idleness 
and alcohol to the riddles of 
time and identity. 

The play includes the 
much-loved theory from 
The Third Policeman - that 
a transfer of atoms between 
bicycles and their owners 
causes each to acquire a 
percentage of the other’s 
personality. 

Morrissey has a delivery 
as rich as stout, but his 
generosity with O'Brien’s 
material requires you to 
stay glued to your Tricycle 
seat so long, you risk 
becoming part of the 
furniture. 

Dominic Cavendish 

‘Spring Avxikenrng” 
Jermyn Street, London, 

SWl (0171-287 2875) to 6 
March; The Glass Ceiting* 
Battersea Arts Centre, 
London, SWil (0171-223 
2223 ) to 6 March; ‘And the 
Brother 2bO — Tricycle 
Theatre, London NW6 
(0171-328 1000) to 27 
February 
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PREVIEWS FROM SATURDAY 6 MARCH, OPENING MONDAY 15 MARCH 


CRESSIDA 


' by William Shakespeare 


Roval National Theatre, Box Office 0171-452 3000 w,™ ’.m-online.orsr 


40 Weekends 
in New York 
to be won with 

MIKteWEWYDBK 

Talk Radio and The Independent are flying 40 pairs of 
winners to New York for a weekend in March in our 
Talk to New York' Competition. Throughout February 
there are 2 New York Weekends to be won every weekday. 

How to Play 

Tune to Talk Radio and listen for 
the Avenue and Street No.s for 
one of today's two locations, 
identify it on the map opposite 
and you could be a winner. 


When to listen to Talk Radio 

For your chance to win a trip for 
two to New York listen to Talk 
Radio at these times every 
weekday: 

8.20am The Big Boys' Breakfast 
with David Banks & Nick Ferrari 

10.20pm James Whale 


How to find Talk Radio 

1053 and 1089am across the UK 
and in the following areas: 

1107am: Boston (Lines), Gatwick, 

Liverpool, Lydd (Kent), 

Paignton (Devon), Southampton 
1071 am: Newcastle, Nottingham 

YTHE INDEPENDENT 


Talk to New York Map No. IB 
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Gloria Dart (left): 'At first I found Perdita very aloo£ Then I realised she’s just very determined to make things happen’ 


Cassidy and Leigh 


A Panda and proud of it 


I used to run my own busi- 
ness dealing in property 
swaps, but I found working 
at home boring and lonety, 
so when a friend of mine 
asked me to volunteer to 
help fund raise for the 
NSPCC I joined her. I realised 
how enjoyable it was to work for a 
charity and since Pm fond of nature, 
the WWF was an obvious place to 
move on to. 

Even at interview stage I w as im- 
mediatety impressed with the WWF 
- everyone’s commitment to their 
job, the environment and wildlife in 
general came across straightaway. 
I was made to feel that I was already 
part of WWF. 

I worked for the chief executive 
for some time, until Penfita arrived. 
My first impression of her was that 
she seemed very aloof. I subse- 
quently realised that she’s just very 
determined to ensure that the things 
she wants to happen do happen. 
Having recently arrived from the 
Heritage Lottery F\md i n Lond on, 
she has great plans for the WWF and 
with my experience I’m able to fill 
her in on various aspects of the 
organisation. 

In addition to managing her in- 
credibly busy diary’ 1 get involved 
with organising conferences and 
seminars. This year 1 helped 
organise the launch of our annual 


I WORK FOR... 


GLORIA DART IS PA TO PERDITA HUNT, HEAD OF COMMUNICATIONS AT 
WWF- UK, ONE OF THE UK'S LEADING CONSERVATION CHARITIES 


review to which we invited Jonathon 
Porritt as principal speaker I was 
fascinated to see how he worked He 
made a few notes and then just got 
up and delivered a wonderful speech 
off the cuff 

The WWF calls itself “The 
Family^, for d&pite bang split into 
different divisions, we work very 
much as a team. There’s great ca- 
maraderie between us. Fbr example, 


desk which looks so real that I feel 
I could touch its nose - we aren’t 
eccentric about it We work very 
hard; saving the planet isn't a nine- 
to-five job. There’s no time for cosy 
chats, and I usually don’t finish 
work until 7pm. 

Although I feel sad that I can’t 
visit the lovely tigers myself; I enjoy 
the se nse of being part of fee many 
WWF projects scattered around the 


tional company - but eventually we 
won the day saving an environ- 
mentally protected area from 
irreversible damage. 

But there’s still plenty of heart- 
break around and whenever I see 
the suitcase of confiscated elephant 

feet and animal skins which Stuart 

Chapman, our International Con- 
servation Officer; uses to illustrate 
his lectures on poaching, it sends a 


We work very hard: saving the planet isn’t a nine-to-five job; there’s 
no time for cosy chats and I usually don’t finish work until seven 


if I have hundreds of invitations to 
send out I can always rely on my col- 
leagues to help out 
We are also known as The 
Pandas, the charity having been 
founded 40 years ago to save the 
panda. The panda's image leads a 
lot of members to see us as a cuddly 
affair. While we may be animal- 
lovers - 1, for example, love tigers 
and have a picture of a cub on my 


world, even when I'm sitting in the 
office back at base. 

When there’s a m^jor victory, 
chocolates and cakes are often 
handed around to celebrate the 
results of everyone’s hard work. Fbr 
example, we recently lobbied P&O 
and successfully prevented it from 
going ahead with a port development 
in India. It was a very long-drawn- 
out saga - P&O is a huge, multina- 


. shiver down my spine. 

WWF are good at teeping staff in- 
formed about their projects and the 
field workers’ lectures are very pop- 
ular. Tm particularly interested in 
Scotland and always attend lectures 
on conserving Scotland from the 
threat of environmental damage 
due to tourism or industrialisation. 
I think Scotland is the greatest 
place in the world. 


Conservation is an ongoing 
battle, and here at WWF we do our 
best to contribute to k»v>pmg the 
planet alive using our “action at 
home” packs for recycling and 
energysaving. My children get very 
worked up about the envir onmen t 
and since I’ve been here my 
daughter; who has helped out at the 
office, has decided that she wants to 
be a vet 

My colleagues and Ialso take part 
in conservation days, chopping and 
clearing choked commons or dredg- 
ing ponds fhfi of shopping trolleys. 
It’s hard but rewartfingwrak and has 
proved a good way of meeting col- 
leagues. In rpy spare time I hdp my 
husband who is a m u sic al stringed 
instrument restorer. I manage the 
accounts and the paperwork while 
he does the stringing. 

I suppose I am always conscious 
of wildlife around me and I person- 
ally believe that nature should al- 
ways be treated with respect, 
whether you are considering the 
rights of a great ape or a forest I 
wouM love to visit Kenya or go on Sa- 
fari and sit at a waterhole one day, 
but meantime I am happy to be in 
an office situated beside a river in 
a rural environment I'm afraid that 
were WWF to move to London I 
would have to change my job. 

Interview by 
Katie Sampson 
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Filing for a 
perfect body 


THE TEMP 


THE GOVERNMENT is 
concerned about obesity in the 
pppidnHnn and onr general 
level of unfitness. Ibis is, of 
course, directly related to the 
amnnnt of television we each of 
us consume in a week, but, as 
the entire advertising industry 
depends on television and 
people watching it, and the 
entire Government depends on 
the advertising industry, it has 
been deemed appropriate to 
refer to tins factor as 
“increasingly sedentary 

lifestyles”. 

Thus our office-bound lives are 
being blam ed for our ills and, 
unless we can turn 
things round, we are in 
increasing danger of being 
like the Chinese, forced to take 
part in compulsory dawn 
robotics in paved-over 
open spaces. 

But wait! Before you waste 
hundreds of pounds on 
membership of a gym that you 
will attend five times in the 
first week, then pull something, 
have to spend three weeks 
recuperating and somehow 
never find the time to go again, 
look at the exercise 
opportunities about you! While 
it’s possible to pass an entire 
day at work without doing more 
than walk to and from the lift, 
your office can be your own 
home gym opportunity. For 
your health and that of the 
nation, we present the 
Temporary Guide to Office 
Gymnastics: 


■ File, but inefficiently. Place 
all papers on the floor; dose, 
drawers after each paper has 
found its home. And bend and 
lift! And boid and lift! 

■ Remember that it is 
essential to drink at least two 
litres of water a day. By doing 
so with only the help of tiny 
paper cones, you can add 
almost a quarter of a mile to 
your daily walking schedule 
simply going from desk to . 
water cooler 


■ Shouting at underlings is 
‘ excellent aerobic exercise; 


■ Ron everywhere. This has 
the added advantage of making 
you look important 

■ Do your own photocopying. 
Clearing paper jams is terrific 
for thigh and bum mnsdes; 
swearing forcibly every time a 
light comes on exercises lung- 
power; when things are going 
right you can practise the 
ancient t’ai-chi exercise of 
Standing Still Staring Into 
Space while Drumming 
Fingers. 

■ Encourage an office policy of 
meanness with stationery. 
Mow the key to the stationery 
stores to only one person, 
preferably the one who has to 
be away from their desk most 


often. Searching in your own 

and afterwards your 

co l fcag iies * bottom drawers for 
post-it notes, pencils, 
compliments slips etc stretches 
back muscles, thigh muscles 
and arm muscles and acts as 
an excellent warm-up for going 
in search of the stationery 
supervisor. 

■ Remember thinking burns 
calories. If your day-to-day 
tasks don’t require thinking, 
take it up. You’ll be svelte in 

no time. 

■ Tumm y tucks: get under 
your desk to fiddle with wiring 
to computer telephone, fax, 
modem, fi ghting , etc. Lie on . 
baik, feet flat on the ground, 
knees in the air And up! 

■ Institute a smoking ban. 
Then to ke up smoking in order 
to afford yourself the 
opportunity to take a walk 
down to the front steps every 
hour on the hour. This is a 
particularly effective exercise, 
as not only does it also allow 
you to catch up on gossip/ 
network with your superiors, 
but it to an ideal opportunity to 
get a breath of fresh air; 

■ Several hours playing 
SoUtaire/Minesweeper/Tetris 
on screen each day builds 
strength in index finger and 
thumb. 

■ Volunteer to take 
responsibility for watering the 
office plants. Walking about the 
place with a watering-can is. 
excellent low-impact 
muscle-building. 

■ Have an affair. That time 
spent locked around each other 
in cramped environments such 
as the stationery cupboard wfil 
help you maintain flexibility in 
your joints. 

■ Pen-chewing builds a 
sturdy jaw. 

■ Try this change of position 
every 10 minu tes: feet-on-desk, 
feet-off-desk; if performed with 
straight legs at an times, this 
will tighten those tummy 
muscles and give you a six- 
pack like Viilcan in Gladiators. 

■ Swivelling in Chairs is good 
for your balance. If your chair’ 
has arms, raise yourself from 
the seat using them from time 
to time; relieves aching backs. 
Exercise calf musdes by 
walking to your colleague’s 
desk without removing your 
hum from your seat 

■ Commute by public 
transport during rush-hour. 
Standing up in a moving, 
confined space for an hour or 
more at a go is the equivalent 
of a fufl week with electrodes 
strapped to your abs. 

■ If all else fails, neglect to 
meet your deadlines. You will 
spend so much time running 
away from your boss, youH 

burn off an extra Mars bar 
every afternoon. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


APPOINTMENTS: SECRETARIAL, OFFICE SUPPORT ™. .. 7 , 


Advertising, Pub&shii 

PR, Arts, Marketing, 


TeJovision, Design, Music, 
ndcosling, Entertainment 


PUBUC RELATIONS to £25K 

i’a •: IntctWM iT Oman ■ SWI Hkj n a ke> ms « an 
*0 urinal, and you «r(l rteed to have a mvarum 0.* 

"»nv yum' 5 ttW m<ne w d ttdn good Word, & 00 . 

era! ferns Rat IND'24/2/t-W 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

* Do you have excellent customer service skills? 

* Can you type 50+ wpm? 


★ Are you confident in using Word. Excel and 
Access? 


MEDIA FINANCE & LEGAL <£20K 

r\ Mead ri Rncnnf m Mapr Record Cent pert requires sHnfl 
l-iorrCnil >ipra«nce not 'teuaoiiljr m none » Wflr fl. EictI and 
IV Also t/rjal PA. Sacs lor «j:uul rates n hlm.'!Y'MujiC Needs 
WjrtfnraJAwio «Wb. M. B<Qf2*/2/EFlW 


if you answered 'YES* to all of the above - we have 
rewarding jobs in Local Authority Environments in 
Central London. 


TEMPS £11-15ph 

Temps that Type Ltd 

Do you type min 65 wpm and have excellent skills 
on any of the foDowing:- 

Word : PowerPoint : Excel 
You should have good organisation skills, common 
sense and previous secretarial experience. 

Interested? 

Fax CV to Elaine on: 0181 488 3738 
or phone Jenny on: 0171 630 9810 (Agy) 


STUDIO JUNIOR 

Bright and enthusiastic person required far 
small and busy Design Consultancy, 
situated near London Bridge. We are 
looking for someone to help with the 
general running of our studio. You will be 
responsible for organising the couriers, 
ordering supplies, answering the phone and 
general administration - very much a 
'hands on - person who is prepared to help 
generally in all aspects of the projects we 
have here, an ideal first job. 


ADMINSTRATTVE SECRETARY 

City trade association 
Salary c£23,000pa aae 
Job involves:- 


ADVERTISING £17 to £20K 

JaK’vUreiQ) s*s. ftowtog support w fexaurf Group Qradtn and 
ter?* wft pmmMem. toy f m o & ttn a . rtc. Soviabe, hack, 

In.i] ■eilffiB and tun awnvnuih. Contra! and VM London dot 

Itef IND/24/3AW0I 


PERSONNEL £13fo£17K 

(oi*nn —ftim ftnoiml rn TV-WftibLjhing require 
■jwtehod m mcjtt inMiid i m oB Id pra»<k m»ert ind. dam*. 
I:w and me o t mfli To handle high volumes of renoponder'ce. 
1 cflte aipsvm euenriaL Rsf. WDiTM/Z/ffW 


RKEPI10NISF/ 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 


EXPERIENCED LITIGATION 
AND CONVEYANCING 
SECRETARIES 


TELEVISION £15 to£17K 

Itequmg A tore) sduaMd tote far dwflang i n g rah* 
■nlhin fait moving er wro unanh m lha b raafcm i i nfl industry 
► te ac h 50wpm aid Extal. P nwar poW an od vonta g a . same of 
humour, a n im a l at TV amrtarf. Raf IND/24/2/EF0* 


FOR THESE POSITIONS AND MORE, PLEASE CAH 
QUOTING A REF. NO. OR FAX/SEND YOUR CV 

you hurt’ not heard from us within ? weefa. piecse esuxe 
vow application hes not iwen accwnul.) 

You re? a be vifrf ow Wabshj far up-to-the-nwiufc 
jdb iitfwmotian-. www encws.ce.ul 

Tel: 0171 292 2900 Fax: 0171 434 0297 

Suttarimd Hausa, M Afflill &rwr. larefcn tf IV I AO 


Caveat Garden Area. Busy 
computer software rompenj 
anmng a vsntd and ndoj 
role to someone wit pmiocs 

experience, good US Office 

and uxuiatmiuifioQ dbls, 
nMMsaadCVwtt 
(ovariag latter to: 

Tbt Offica flHmpt 
Dotaview Sektioas b4 
40-42 Poker Street, 
Loodoi WC28 5PQ- 


Srir-mwivatL’U. 
articulate, numeral c. Trainee 
Aitaimsraier tvqmrcJ for 
expanding Property 
Management company. 

SALARY : £14j000 
fimndCL'K 

A. Oao, IKOow Acre. 
I5*-IC5 O rear halted Sum. 
London WIN $FT1 J 


Required for friendly, expanding 
Holbom practice. 

Salary £22-24k 


Basic secretarial skills and good telephone 
manner are vital. Knowledge of Mac Quark 
Xpress or Mac Microsoft Word would be 
helpful but are not essential requirements. 


Salary £3.000 


Please fax CV. on 0171 831 1732 
or post to: Box No. AR22D, 

GAT, 9 Rathbone Street, London VVl P 1AF 


Please send ycur CV with a covering 
letter to: 

KE26D 

7-9 Rathbone Street London W1P tAF 


- arranging and attending meetings and events; 
• producing quane-ty Newsletter and other 
publications; 

• providing secretarial support to 

Head of Information; 

• providing backup secretarial support to other 
team members; 

• maintaining corporate website 
Must be well educated with excellent 

secretarial and computer skills 
fWindows 98. Excel. PowerPoint), an excellent 

communicator and team player wife 

confidence, initiative and personality! 
Applications in writing with handwritten 
covering letter to;- 


Charlcml Snrmcyon 

Mayfair 


Professional 
Team Secretary 

Salary £17K pa 


LONDON HANDLING LTD 

Incoming tour Operator based in South Kensington 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

fluenf written and spoWi french esaenfki. 
Good typing and co mp u ter ski Ik Previous experience 
m the travel industry an adva n tage. 

English mother tongue p refer red. 

Please send your CY to Sara Crooch, 

12 Kendrick Mews, London SW7 3HG 
SmCTlY NO AGENCIES 


Abv*B* company reqoiMfVfoSJiaK 

RECEP^OWIST/ 

ABMXNXSTRATOR 


to waA taabosyofflee. diidaf wkhj>OefiboatS,ytAoA 
-and gawnl a ftiital s tra ttao. ; ."'••• 
Rrprrfence rif yasitl p tBCi: wi n g -fagnild be pr rifct aM r . ■ - 
Above db vreare Jobttea J>e the'djfetjte»aoa»F to be..: 
■ onr ftooc toe penaKtaa.tbe tdqfcche tad wtar vWtoa. 

' PSetae fcridyow cx tor r r • 


EXP. AUDIO 
TYPIST/ 
RECEPTIONIST/ 
TELEPHONIST 

SSaL Mg. 
rwl red for busy 
Accountants based bi El 


Mrs JEBiydon 
APCIMS 
1 12 Middlesex Street 
London El 7HY 

agenda 


RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE JUNIOR 
SALARY £ 1 2-1 4K AAE 

: Qf bowl BBWB mi lAMlni feqn CM^wr "Wires * I»0iefarist/'|&» r»fa« 

! (oiMidta].ta(dllNeeMtedHhedi{iii\Tai*CUMwvttM 
I fcai ad reterv aid c«fa| <«k (aid rf&a ajateaniM. fte4r appvo*, 


and kUw mk raat u p wi eM . itoriiiHc ed w pk iroew te ■ 
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r t yr rrzrr Ac ncKlfr - . uSeptcar 
mam re obLn ic 
o-rt 4rsflioc? ami a feziUe 
a ncrjch til mate >un «n 
viral acilklali'. 


loadua ynOGfgi 


Pteaw reply wttbev to: 
to 0181 9H99CS 
Martin Cordetl & Ca. 
14MMSM, 
Londae E32BC, 


“Legal Eagles’’ 


RECEPTIONIST/ ADMIN ASSISTANT 

Required for busy. 'Victoria bued PR 


Consultancy. Smart appearance, grind 
anmunication skiDa and pleasant manor 


Pteaoe hx CV ta Flo 


w. iJ^n <38 uo 

Fm=0171 247 W6Z flli ifltrey it are* t*J 


■ m Cl «Mi twArta cMna fate 1 


0171493 4346 

TalrptMoas 0171 823 0908 
Bofcitf bo Apada 


communication s ki ll s and pleasant manner 
essential. Experience preferred. 

Salary circa £12,000. 

Please call Alison or iSatalie on 0171-592 3100 
NO AGENCIES 


To advertise in this section please call 

Zara White on 0 1 7 1 323 4492. 


Prestigious company 
Kings Road, Chelsea. 
Excellent WP skills. 

PROSPER EMP. AGK 
0181 673 1717 


AD. AGENCY 
SEC/ADMINISTRATOR 

taH&Lui^aL^flcjsxfa 
WBfadon SeooirjMnUnznr D 
wpp-s; l»jr kjhi arryra-n am 
Srirf pandteatag HW 
xtas6«pnindiu.uis 


RECER/TELEPH. 


Ftasr *3*1 Of « Office JUmjct 
Mag W» TUCK, 
tftoiimtrf faun: 
riahmlim in. tandoaSH TSE 
tam. 0171 793 0J13 
fe -i ite l*— 
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LISTINGS/13 


New Films 


AFFLICTION (15) 

Director: Paul Schrader 

Starring; Nick Nolle. James Cobum. Sissy Spacek 
Willem Dafoe 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 
West End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue,. Chelsea 
Cinema, Renoir 


HOLY MAN fPG) 

Director: Stephen Herek 
Starring: Eddie Murphy, Jeff Goldblum 
Redemption time! Jeff Goldblum plays Ricfc^ a 
scuzzball executive on a home-shopping rfumnn) . 
Eddie Murphy is G, a spiritual wanders- with open- 
toed s a ndals and an idiot-savant simp er g anH 
Ricky hook up. Fearful for his job, Ricky uses G 
as a frontman on the shopping show and sales go 
through the root G, in turn, teaches Ricky a few 
soulful lessons; you know about life and stuff. Holy 
Man is a film of bits and pieces. Parts of it (the 
satirical swipes at trash TV for instance) are very 

funpy, while Murphy and the wired, neurotic Gold- 
blum m particular both do well in fleshing out wbat 
are essentially one- rfimenKinnai ar chet ypal r ole s 
The trouble is, the film never quite hangs together 
It skips around trying to find the right tone; starts 
out as an attack on media-land, then pulls its 
punches. It runs woriyingly out of steam. West 
End: Odeon Marble Arch, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End. And local cinemas 


THIS YEAR'S LOVE (18) 

Director: David Kane 

Starring: Douglas Henshall. Kathy Burke. 

Jennifer Ehle, lan Hart, Emily Woof. 

Catherine McCormack 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke, Ian 
Hart, Douglas Henshall et aD weave to and fro 
through David Kane’s Camden-set essay on 
urban romance. The plot is airy and simple: 
six disparate middle-youth types criss-cross 
each other over a period of three years; their 
bungled bed-hopping and snatched moments 
of human contact scored to a voguish pop 
soundtrack (Garbage, Morcheeba, Mercury Rev). 
Hart excels as a nerdish outcast. Burke as a 
nurturing, m »gh - Hfamnnd pub gbigw All are 
well served by Kane's generally witty and 
well-observed screenplay. It's just that This 
Year's hove doesn’t quite know when to quit, 
cranking what might have been a sublime 
one-hour teleplay info double its natural length. 
StiD, that’s modern romance for you. You can’t 
fit it into tidy Utile boxes. West End: Barbican 
Screen, Clapham Picture House, Odeon Camden 
Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
Arch, Odeon Sitriss Cottage, Odeon West End, 
Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea. 
And local cinemas 


Xan Brooks 


General Release 


The Independent Recommends 


the five best films the five best plays the five best shows 


Affliction (15) 

Paul Schrader’s magnificently bleak studv in 
fatherhood and fatalism stars Nick Nolle as a 
man struggling to escape ibe influence of his 
violent dad (James Cobum). 

Life is Beautiful (La Vita e Bella) (PG) 
Robe no Benigni directs and stars in i his tragicomic 
fable about an Italian Jew who tries to shield his 
boy from the borroisof a Nazi concentration 
camp by pretending that the brutal regime is an 
elaborate game. 

Shakespeare in Love (1 5) 

This enjoyable romp suggests how romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Juliet. Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 
Paltrow head a multi-star cast 

A Bug’s Life (U) 

Less sophisticated and more cbfld-friendly than 
A ntz. this animated feature spins another 
enjoyable yam about an am colony and its battle 
to survive. Kevin Spacey provides the voice of the 
chief grasshopper. 


The Opposite 
of Sex (18) 

Christina Ricci (right) plays 16- 
year-old bitch-on-wheels Dedee, 
who causes all kinds of havoc 
when she moves in with her 
half-brother (Martin Donovan). 



Oklahoma! (Lyceum Theatre. London) 
Widely regarded as the best ever. Trevor Nunn's 
glorious production of the Rogere and Hammers rin 

classic fully deserves its Wesi End transfer. To 26 Jun 

Copenhagen 

(Duchess Theatre. London) 

Michael Frayn's profound and haunting 
meditation on science, morality and the mysteries 
of human motivation. To 7 Aug 


Toast 

(Royal Court at The 
Ambassador's, London) 
So you thought that the 
comic fascination of a mass- 
production bakery in 1970s 
Hull was somewhat limited? 
Richard Bean's delightfully 
funny play (rigfti) proves you 
wrong. 7b 6 Afar 


The Winter’s Tale (RSC. Stratford) 
An amazingly rich and complex performance 
from Antony Sher in Gregory Doran's 
Romanov-style production. In rep to 4 Mar 

The Tempest 

(West Yorkshire Playhouse. Leeds) 

Ian McKellen gives a low-key performance as a 
Prospers who presides over an island grimly 
reimagined as a correctional facility. 

To 27 Feb 



Monet in the 20th Century 

(Royal Academy) 

He lived until 1926. The gardens and IBv ponds at 
Giverny dissolve into elemental visions: fiery lights, 
haze, liquid reflections, voids and depths. The 
strange last works of Impressionism. 7b ISAjir 

Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 
Some of the most intense portraiiure ever. Women: 
exquisite melanges of flush and fabric dreams or 
sex and money. To 25 Apr 

Andreas Gursky (Serpentine Gallery) 

Photographs 1994-98: Huge, wide -vision, high- 
finish. micro-detailed, digitally manipulated images 
of our everyday world. To 7 Star 

Oppe Watercolour Collection 

(Whitworth Gallery. 

Manchester) 

Classic and still fresh 
lSlh- and 19th-century 
British watercolours 
(right), including works 
by Alexander Cozens. 

John Sell Column. 

Constable, and Francis Towne. To 5 Apr 

Disasters of War 

(Wolverhampton Art Gallery) 

“1 saw this" - three ages of European war through 
the etchings of Jacques Callol. Goya and Otto Div 
Visions from the blackest of times. To 20 Mar 



ANTZ (PG) 

This computer-animated trifle is surely the most 
unlikely Woody Allen movie we will ever see. 
The nerd icon allegedly re-wrote the bulk of 
his dialogue to proride the voice of worker-ant 
Z who breaks out from his totalitarian rut 
when he foils in with Princess Bala (Sharon Stone). 
West End: Virgin Trocadero. Repertory: Prince 
Charles. And local cinemas 

A BUG’S LIFE (ID 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Clapham Picture House, Odeon Camden Tbton. 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Leicester Square, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea. 
And local cinemas 

BULWORTH (18) 

Warren Beatty’s new satire is a blast: crude and 
condescending on occasion, yet genuinely 
audacious and committed, too. Wist End: Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. Ritzy Cinema, 
Wrgin Haymarket, Warner Village West End 
And local cinemas 

DONT GO BREAKING MY HEART (PG) 

So bow bad is Dorrt Go BreoWr^TJ^Heart? wai, 
first off, it wastes the skills of ER's Anthony 
Edwards as a Yankee sports therapist in Blighty 
Second^ k ovraplqys the charms of Jenny Seagrove 
as the widowed mum he gets together with. This 
arthritic weepie wheezes on towards a finale so 
predictable that you'd have to be dead not to see 
it coming. West End : Odeon Kensington, Odeon 


LITTLE VOICE (15) 

Holed up in her bedroom, timid North Country 
sparrow LV (Jane Horrocks) perfects strident 
impersonations of Shirley Bassey and Judy 
Garland. Bracing black comedy, Horrocks’ vocal 
pyrotechnics, plus a marvellously weighted 
turn from Michael Caine push Little Vbice through 
to the final curtain. West End- ABC Tottenham 
Court Road, Odeon Camden Tbton, Odeon 
Kensington. Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon 
West End, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road. 
And local cinemas 

LIVING OUT LOUD (15) 

Living Out Loud spins a sweet saga of female 
liberation, bolstered by a terrific performance 
from Holly Hunter as the lonesome divorcee 
drifting into an is-it-or-isrrt-it friendship with 
Danny DeVito's bereaved lift operator West End: 
Virgin Trocaxlero, Warner Village West End 

MADELINE (U) 

All aboard for storybook 1950s Paris. That 
gingerbread house on the corner is the boarding 
house attended by nine-year-old Madeline 
(Hatty Jones). That batchet-feced w oman out front 
is tiie strict Instructor (Frances McDormand). 
That car going by is a Citroen. Ybu get the 
picture. This overdogged rendering of Ludwig 
Bemetroan’s kids’ stories looks a shade one- 
dimensional; all artistry and no art West End 
Clapham Picture House, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero, Warner Village West End. And 
local cinemas 


Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, W turner 
Village West End. And local cinemas 

ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s film is the story of a female 
figurehead struggling to gain purchase in a 
male world. But Kapur largely neglects the 
opportunities for fun in a story of independence 
triumphing over cruelty: West End; ABC Ponton 
Street. Odeon Mezzanine. Odeon Swiss Cottage 
And local cinemas 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Will Smith’s fell-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman's pensioned-off Pentagon warborse, 
probes a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
all manner of Big Brother-type trouble. West End- 
Odeon Camden Tbum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
M(ableATCh,VbyinTrocaderaATrilocalcmernas 

HIDEOUS KINKY (15) 

Through the teeming backdrop of 1970s Morocco 
treads Kate Winslet’s hippie single-mum, her 
two daughters (Bella Riza, Carrie Mull an) 
unwillingly in tow. West End- Clapham Picture 
House, Curzon Soho. Curzon Minema, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage. Renoir, Ritzy Cinema. 
Screen on Baker Street, UCI Whiteleys, 
Wrgin Fulham Road. Repertory: Watermans 
Arts Centre. And local cinemas 


HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

FliD-throttle plajying from Rachd Griffiths and Emily 
Watson sustains Anand Tucker’s biopic of the Du 
Pre sisters. West End Curzon Soho. Repertory: 
Watermans Arts Centre. And local cinemas 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK 0.5) 
Essentially this is Shirley Valentine with an 
Afro-American spin, but Angela Bassett 
hard to make an impression among the tounst- 
brochure visuals. With Whoopi ^dbei^flfesi 
End Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Trocadero, Warner 
Vill ag e West End And local cinemas 


to fl5> W1 

jr reunions, for an ensemble cast, 
ions of etiquette against emotion, 
or Brian Sloan ticks aD the right 
g this spry baby-boomer outing 
do hyperactive and ingratiating fin* 
WestEndABC Shafle&uryAvenue, 

m P<VlW 


THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops full-speed 
through 19th-century California in the company 
of Antonio Banderas's authentically Hispanic 
do-gooder. West End: Odeon Mezzanine, 
Virgin FWiam Road, Warner Village Wtet End 
And local cinemas 

MY GIANT CPG) 

Billy Crystal plods his way through Michael 
“ Heathers" Lehmann’s Lilliputian comedy 
about a disreputable Hollywood agent who gets 
a few life lessons when he runs into a saintly giant 
(Gheorgbe Muresan) in Romania. Expect size 
jokes in the middle and glib morals at the end. 
Local; Harrow Warner Village 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End UCI Whxtdeys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Warner Village West End And local cinemas 

THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney cannibalising 
its own back catalogue; re-heating its 1961 heart- 
warmer into a spry caper Starring Dennis Quaid 
and Natasha Richardson. Local cinemas 

PECKER (18) 

Trash auteur John Waters swerves into sunnier 
streets with Flecker, his ffuffily satirical tale of 
an ama teur Baltimore photographer adopted 
as a fly-on-the-wall artiste by the New York elite. 
West End Metro 

K (PI) (15) 

What sustains this film is the pure ingenuity of 
its central conceit, its ongoing ‘mathematics is 
the lang ua g e of nature" mantra and louche 
too-cool-for-school demeanour It an adds up. 
West End ABC Panton Street, Clapham 
Picture House 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End ABC Tottenham Court Road, Clapham 
PictMvHousaEmpiKLeicesterSqu are,Nottrng 
Hill Coronet, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington. Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
CottaghRiizyCbtenui,ScTeenmQwOreedUCI 
Whiteleys, VirgmFulhamRoadVirgm 
Repertory: Phoenix Cinema. Andloctd cinemas 


m Mrtide tale. Michael Keaton 

messed blues-man who dies and gets 

asasoowma 

E as his best mate, 



fin Fimam rwau, — — 

fc Wed End. And local cinemas 


PUL (LA VITA E BELLA) <FG> 
ent Recommends, 
reen, Curzon 

Cinema. Screen on theHB, UCI 
rhebun. And local anemos 


YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS (18) 
Another troubling X-ray of American mores 
from In the Company of Men director Nefl 
LaBute. Ybur Friends and Neighbors widens its 
focus a littie, yet in all other respects this looks 
like a carbon copy of LaBute's debut There are 
the same stage-bound confines, the same 
structured misanthropy, the same dense weave 
of dialogue. TWO features in and LaBute has 
chewed this bane to bits already Wfest End Curzon 
Soho, Gate Noting HflZ, Odeon Camden Town, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, Screen 
on Baker Street Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin 
Haymarket And local cinemas 


Anthony Quinn 


Paul Taylor 


Tom Lubboc k 


Cinema 

WEST END 


ABC HINTON STREET 

[0870-902 0404) -e- Piccadilly 
Circus Elizabeth 2.10pm. 5.10pm, 
8.10pm Lock. Stock & two 
S molting Barrels 1.10pm, 

3.35pm. 6.05pm, 830pm My 
Name is Joe 130pm, 3.45pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm * (Pi) 135pm, 
3.30pm 6.1 Opm, 8.35pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm) «• 
Piccadilly Circus Hamanu The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm 3.50pm. 
6.10pm, 8.35pm There’s 

Something About Mary 1pm, 
330pm, 6pm, 8.30pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) «■ Leicester 
Square/Tocrenham Court Road 
Affliction 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 

6.05pm, 8.30pm I Think 1 Do 
1.40pm, 4.05pm, 630pm, 

8.55pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) e Leicester 
Square/Piccacfflly arcus Buffalo 
66 1.20pm, 3.50pm 6.15pm, 
8.40pm La Classe de Neige 
4.40pm, 9.05pm Un Homme et 
une Femme 2.10pm. 630pm 
Hotel du Nord 2.40pm 4.50pm, 
7pm, 9.05pm La We Rewfe des 
Anges 135pm, 3.45pm 6.05pm. 
8.25pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) -& Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug's life 130pm, 
4.05pm. 6.45pm, 9pm Little 
Voice 1.30pm, 335pm 7.05pm 
< Shakespeare in Love 1.10pm. 
3.45pm. 6.30pm, 935pm Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre 9.40pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) ■©■ Barbican La 
Vita e Bella 6.15pm. 8.40pm This 
Year's Love 6pm, 8. 40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 
(0171-351 3742) ■O Sloane Square 
Affliction 1.35pm, 3.55pm. 

G.20pm 8.45pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) e Clapham 
Common A Bug’s Life 1 pm. 3pm. 
5pm, 7pm, 9pm Hideous Kinky 
4.45pm. 7.10pm Madeline 

12.45pm 2.45pm it (PI) 9.30pm 
Shakespeare In Lowe 1 .45pm. 
4.15pm, 6.45pm, 930pm This 
Year's Love 1 .30pm, 4.20pm, 
6.50pm. 9.10pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1 720) «• Green P&rk La 
Vita e Bella 1pm, 330pm. 6pm, 
8.40pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) -e Hyde Park 
Cbmer Hideous Kinky 3pm. 9pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm)) 
o Leicester Square/Tottenham 
Court Road Hideous Kinky 
1.45pm, 4.15pm. 6.45pm 9pm 
Hilary and Jackie 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 9.15pm Ifour Friends 
and Neighbors 1.15pm 3.15pm, 
5.15pm 7.15pm 9.30pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) «■ Leicester 

Square Meet Joe Black 12noon. 
3.40pm, 730pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.15pm 6pm. 8.15pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.15pm 
3pm 530pm, 8.45pm 

GATE NOTT1NG HILL 

(0171-727 4043) O Netting HHI 
Gate Y our Friends and Neighbors 
1.50pm 4.10pm, 6.30pm. 

835pm (+ Short; lattooj 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) ■©■ Piccadilly 
Grcus The Apple (Sib) 2pm. 
4.15pm, 630pm. 8.45pm Pecker 
3pm 5pm. 7pm, 9pm 

NOTTTNG HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) «■ Netting HID 
Gate Shakespeare In Love 
2.45pm. 5.45pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) •€► Camden Town 
A Bug’s Life 12noon, 2.20pm, 
435pm 6.45pm 8.55pm Little 
Vbice 1130am. 2pm 4.15pm 
6.35pm. 9pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.10pm, 2.50pm. 5.45pm 

830pm This Year’s Love 12.55pm. 
335pm 6.10pm. 8.50pm "tour 
Friends and Neighbors 1.30pm. 
4.05pm 6.40pm 9pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) e Piccadilly 
Circus Stepmom 12.35pm. 
3.10pm 5.50pm, 830pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) «• High Street 
Kensington A Bug's Life 1 1 ,55am 
2.10pm. 4.30pm, 730pm. 10.05pm 
Don’t Go Breaking my Heart 
2.40pm 5pm. 730pm, 9.40pm 


La Vita e Bella 11.45am 2.25pm, 
5.05pm, 6.50pm. 9.35pm Little 
Voice 4.30pm 9.55pm 

Shakespeare in Love 12.30pm. 
3.25pm. 6.20pm. 9.15pm 

Stepmom 1 .35pm. 7pm This 
Year’s Love 1.35pm. 4.15pm. 
6.55pm. 935pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) e Leicester 
Square A Bug's Life 1 ,45pm. 
4.10pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) «■ Marble Arch A 
Bug’s Life 2.05pm 4.25pm, 
6.45pm. 9.05pm Don't Go 

Breaking my Heart 1.45pm. 
6.50pm Enemy of the State 
330pm. 6.10pm. 9pm Holy Man 
3.55pm, 9pm Madeline 1.10pm 
Shakespeare in love 1235pm. 
3.25pm. 6.15pm. 9.10pm This 
Vfear’s Loye 135pm 4pm. 
6.35pm. 9.10pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) & Leicester 

Square Elizabeth 1235pm, 
3.05pm, 535pm 8.20pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 
1 35pm, 335pm, 6.20pm, 

8.45pm The Mask of Zorro 
2.35pm 5.25pm. 8.15pm The 
Siege 1.1 5pm, 3.40pm, 6.05pm. 
8.30pm There’s Something About 
Mary 12.45pm, 3.15pm, 5.45pm, 
8.20pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) Swiss Cottage 
A Bug’s Life 12.15pm. 2.30pm. 
4.45pm, 6.55pm Difwaie 

Dultiaida Le Jayenge 4pm Don’t 
Go Breaking my Heart 12.45pm, 
6.15pm Hideous Kinky 1.55pm, 
4.05pm. 6.35pm, 835pm Hum 
Aapke Oil Mein Rehce Ha In 
12.40pm, 7.40pm Little Voice 
9pm Shakespeare In Lowe 
12.10pm, 2.55pm. 5.40pm. 

820pm This Year’s Lowe 
12.55pm, 3.25pm. 5.55pm. 

8.35pm Your Friends and 
Neighbors 3.45pm. 8.40pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) Or Leicester 

Square Little Voice 1 .55pm. 
4.10pm. 6.30pm, 8.55pm This 
Year's Lowe J.I5pm. 3.40pm. 
6. 1 5 pm/ B. 50pm 

PEPSI 1MAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) «■ Piccadilly 
Grcus Everest 4.45pm, 9.05pm 
L5 (IMAX) 2.40pm. 7pm T-Reac 
Back to the Cretaceous (3-D) 
1.35pm, 3.40pm. 5.45pm. 8pm. 
10.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-8B8990) O Piccadilly Grcus 
Babe: Pig In the Gey 12.40pm 
Saving Private Ryan 3pm. 
7.30pm Star Ttefc: Insurrection 
120pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
The Truman Show 1pm. 3.15pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm Very Bad Things 
1 ,30pm. 3.50pm. 630pm. 9pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) ■€► Russell 

Square Affliction 1.35pm. 
3.55pm. 620pm. 8.45pm 

Hideous Kinky 2.20pm, 4.30pm, 
6.40pm. 8.55pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/O Brixton A 
Bug's Life 1.50pm. 3.35pm. 

5.25pm, 7.15pm La Haine 

2.20pm Hideous Kinky 7pm How 
Stella Got her Groove Back 
9.05pm La Vita e Bella 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm Shakespeare In 
Love 2pm. 425pm. 9.25pm This 
Year’s Love 2.15pm 4.35pm 

6.55pm. 9.1 Opm Ybur Friends 
and Neighbors 225pm. 4.40pm, 
7pm, 920pm (+ Short: Tattoo) 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) «• Baker Street 
Hideous Kinky 2.30pm. 4.40pm. 
6.50pm. 9pm 'four Friends and 
Neighbors 3pm, 6.15pm, 8.40pm 
(+ Shore Sleeping with the Fishes) 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) O- Angel 

Sha ke speare in Love 3.35pm, 
6.20pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) «■ Befcae ftrk 
La Vita e Bella 2.15pm, 430pm, 
6.50pm, 9.1 5pm 

Ua WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) ■©■ Queensway A 
Bug’s Life 11.35am, 1.10pm, 
2pm, 4.20pm. 720pm. 9.40pm 
Hideous Kinky 2.30pm. 4.50pm, 
7.10pm, 9.30pm Jack Frost 

1.20pm La Vita e Bella 122 Opm. 
3pm, 6pm. 8.40pm Little Voice 
3.40pm. 6.40pm, 920pm 

Madeline 12.10pm, 2.10pm. 

4.30pm The Opposite of Sex 
7.30pm. 9.50pm The Prince or 
Egypt 11,50am Shakespeare in 
Love 12.40pm, 320pm. 6.15pm, 
9pm Stepmom 3.30pm, 6.10pm, 
8.50pm This Year's Love 1pm, 
3.50pm. 630pm. 9.10pm 


VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) * Sloane 

Square/South Kensington A Bug’s 
Life 12.30pm. 2.45pm. 4.55pm, 
7.10pm. 9.30pm La Vita e Bella 
1.15pm, 3.45pm. 6.30pm, 9pm 
Stepmom 12.45pm. 3.15pm, 

6pm. 8.45pm This Year's Love 
1.45pm, 4.15pm. 6.45pm, 

9.1 5pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) O- South 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 
2.30pm. 5pm. 7.10pm. 9.20pm 1 
Think ! Do 2pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9.10pm Little Voke 1.30pm, 
3.40pm. 6.30pm. B.40pm The 
Opposite of Sex 2pm. 4.20pm. 
6.40pm. 9pm Shakespeare In 
Love 1pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm, 
9.10pm Ybur Friends and 
Neighbors 12.40pm. 2.50pm. 

5pm, 7.20pm. 9.30pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 • 0712) e Piccadilly 
Grcus Bulworth 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm. 8.3 5pm Two Girls and a 
Guy 1 .40pm. 4pm. 6.20pm. 
0.55 pm Your Friends and 
Neighbors 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 

6.15pm. 8.30pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) «■ Plccadlly 
Grcus Enemy of the State 
12noon. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Holy Man 1pm, 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 
9pm How Stella Got her Groove 
Back 12.30pm, 3.10pm. 6pm. 
8.50pm Jack Frost 12.10pm. 
2.20pm. 4.30pm Living Out Loud 
1pm, 3.20pm. 6pm. 8.20pm 
Madeline 12.05 pm, 2.05pm, 
4.05pm Practical Magic 12 noon, 
2.15pm, 4.30pm. 6.50pm, 

9.15pm Shakespeare in Love 
T2noon. 2.40pm, 5.30pm, 8.20pm 
Very Bad Things 12.30pm. 
3.10pm, 6pm. 8.50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) ■©■ Leicester 
Square Bulworth 1 .35pm. 

4.10pm, 6.50pm. 9.25pm Don’t 
Go Breaking my Heart 1.40pm, 
4.20pm, 6.35pm. 8.50pm Holy 
Man 1.10pm. 3.50pm, 6.30pm. 
9.10pm How Stella Got her 
Groove Back 5.50pm. 8.30pm 
Jack Frost 12noon. 2.20pm. 
4.40pm Madeline 11.50am. 

I. 45pm. 3.45pm The Mask of 

Zorro 12.20pm. 3.10pm The 
Opposite of Sex 1pm. 3.40pm, 
7.10pm, 8.40pm A Perfect 

Murder 6pm, 9pm Practical 
Magic 1.30pm. 4pm, 6.40pm. 
9.20pm (+ Short: Eight) Rush 
Hour 9.40pm Very Bad Things 
2.10pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 9.30pm 

Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(01 81 -896 0066) ■©■ Park Royal Antz 

II. 30am A Bug's Life 11.20am. 

12.10pm, 1.40pm. 2.30pm, 

4.1 0pm. 4.50pm. 6.30pm. 7.10pm. 
8.40pm, 9.35pm Don’t Go Break- 
ing My Heart 1.30pm. 3.50pm. 
6.10pm, 8.30pm Enemy oF the 
State 10pm Good Win Hunting 
7.40pm Holy Man 1 -50pm. 4.20pm, 
6.50pm. 9.25pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 4.40pm. 9.50pm 
Jack Frost 12.30pm, 2.50pm, 
5.10pm Little Voice 7.40pm Made- 
line 12.20pm. 2.20pm, 4.20pm 
The Parent Trap 1 1 am The Prince 
of Egypt 10.30am. 12.30pm. 
2.35pm Shakespeare In Love 
12.40pm. 3.20pm. 6pm. S.S5pm 
Stepmom 6.20pm. 9.15pm This 
Year's Love 1 .20pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 
9.05pm very Bad Things 7.30pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) «• High 
Barnet A Bug’s Ufe 12.05pm. 
2.20pm. 4.50pm, 7pm. 9.05pm 
Elizabeth 1.05pm, 3.35pm. 

635pm. 8.45pm Holy Man 230pm. 
6.30pm, 8.50pm Madeline 

12.40pm Shakespeare In Love 
1pm, 3.25pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
Small SokSers 10.45am This Year’s 
Love 1.30pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction A Bug’s Life 
12.10pm, 2.30pm, 4.50pm. 7pm. 
9.10pm Jack Frost 1.10pm. 3.40pm 
Little Vbice 6.30pm. 8.50pm 
Shakespeare In Love 2pm. 5.40pm. 
8.30pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

GNEWORLD (0181-303 1 550] BR: 
Bexleyheath A Bug’s Life 1 lam. 
!2noon. 12.35pm. 1.15pm. 

2. 1 5pm. 2.50pm. 3.30pm, 4,30pm. 
5pm. 5.45pm. 7.15pm, 8pm. 10pm 
Don’t Go Breaking My Heart 
8.05pm. 10.05pm Enemy of the 
State 9.20pm Hilary And Jackie 
6.45pm Holy Man 1 .35pm, 4.05pm, 
6.50pm. 9.25pm The Ice Storm 
6.05pm. 1 0.05pm Jack Frost 
11.30am. 1.45pm, 4.05pm Little 
Voice 5.15pm. 7.30pm. 9.45pm 


Madeline 11.05am. 1pm, 3.05pm 
Practical Magic 12noon Shake- 
speare In Love 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9.20pm Stepmom 

1.20pm, 4pm, 6.45pm, 9.35pm 
This Year’s Love 2.3Dpm. 4.50pm, 
7.20pm. 9.50pm Very Bad Things 
9.30pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007} BR: 
Bromley North/Bromley South A 
Bug’s Life 2.15pm. 4.35pm. 
6.50pm. 9pm Madeline lpm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.25pm. 3.05pm. 
5.55pm. 8.40pm Stepmom 

3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm This 
Year's Love 1.25pm, 3.55pm, 
6.25pm. 8.50pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (01 81 -698 3306) BR: CatFord 
A Bug's Life 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm, 8.45pm Shakespeare in 
Love 3pm, 5.40pm. 8.20pm 

CROYDON 

SAFARI (688 3422) BR: West Croy- 
don A Bug’s Ufe 5.40pm, 8pm Jack 
Frost 12.15pm. 2.40pm. 5.50pm. 
8.10pm Stepmom 5.30pm, 8.15pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon A Bug’s 
Ufe 2.30pm, 3.40pm, 4.50pm, 
6.10pm. 7.1 Opm. 8.30pm. 9.30pm 
Don't Go Breaking My Heart 
3.20pm. 5.30pm. 7.40pm Enemy 
of the State 9,40pm Good Will 
Hunting 6.55pm Holy Man 4pm. 
6.40pm, 9.30pm Jack Frost 
2.10pm. 4.40pm Madeline 1 .50pm, 
4.15pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.40pm Stepmom 
6.20pm. 9pm This Year’s Love 
2pm, 4.30pm. 7pm, 9.20pm Very 
Bad Things 9.50pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) «■ Dagenham Heathway A 
Bug's Ufe 11.30am, 2pm. 3pm, 
4pm. 5.10pm. 6.10pm. 7.30pm, 
8.30pm. 9.35pm Don’t Go Break- 
ing My Heart 2pm, 4.10pm. 
6-20pm. 8.30pm Good Will Hunt- 
ing 7pm Holy Man 2pm, 4.20pm. 
6.40pm. 9.10pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 4.20pm Jack 
Frost 3pm. 5.15pm Little Voice 
7.30pm, 9.40pm Madeline 2pm. 
4pm Practical Magic 2pm Shake- 
speare In Love 2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm, 
930pm Stepmom 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
This Year's Love 2.20pm. 4.40pm. 
7pm, 9.20pm Very Bad Things 
9.50pm 

EAUNG 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/G- Ealing Broadway A 
Bug's Ufe 2pm. 4.40pm, 7 .50pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.30pm, 
5.20pm, 8 30pm This Year’s Love 
3.05pm. 6.10pm. 8.55pm 


The Parent Trap 1 1 ,30am Practi- 
cal Magic 1 1 .30am Shakespeare in 
Love 1pm. 3.45pm. 6.45pm. 
9.30pm Shahhed-E-Mohabbat 
lpm. 4pm. 7pm, 10pm Stepmom 
1.30pm. 4.15pm. 6.55pm. 9.35pm 
This Year's Love 1.45pom. 4pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) O East Finchlcy/Fmchley 
Central A Bug's Ufe t .20pm. 2pm, 
3pm. 4.30pm. 5.30pm, 7.10pm, 
7.50pm. 9.30pm. 10pm Don't Go 
Breaking My Heart 1 .40pm. 4pm. 
6.10pm, 8.30pm Good Will Hunt- 
ing 6.40pm Holy Man 1.50pm. 
420pmm. 7pm. 9.40pm Jack Frost 
1.30pm Madeline 1pm. 3.50pm 
Practical Magic 4.1 Opm Shake- 
speare in Love 1 2.45pm. 3.30pm. 
6.20pm. 9.10pm Stepmom 6pm. 
8.50pm This Year's Lowe 1 .10pm. 
3.40pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3110) e Finchley Road A Bug's 
Life 1.50pm, 4pm. 6.10pm. 
8.20pm, 1 0.30pm Bulworth 
10.10pm Don't Go Breaking My 
Heart 4.50pm, 9.40pm Good Will 
Hunting 7.10pm Holy Man 2.45pm. 
5.05pm. 7.20pm. 9.50pm Jack 
Frost 12.30pm, 3pm. 5.20pm lit- 
tle Voice 7.40pm Madeline 1 .30pm, 
3.45pm The Opposite of Sex 
2.30pm, 5.10pm, 7.30pm. 10pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.40pm. 
3.30pm. 620pm, 920pm Stepmom 
Opm, 8.50pm This Year's Love 

I. 40pm. 4.10pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) * Golders 
Green A Bug's Ufe 4.05pm. 
6.20pm. 8.35pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) BR: 
Greenwich A Bug’s Ufe 1 2.45pm. 
4.45pm. 6.45pm La Vita e Bella 
8.45pm, 1 1 ,10pm Shakespeare in 
Love 3.25pm. 6pm. B.40pm. 

I I . 1 5pm This Ytear's Love 3.40pm. 
6.05pm. 8.50pm. 11pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) & Belsize 
Park A Bug's Ufe 1.40pm. 4pm, 
6.20pm, 8.40pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.35pm. 5.15pm. 8.15pm 
This Year's Love 1 .25pm. 3.45pm. 
6.05pm. 8.30pm 

HAMMERSMITH 
VIRGIN (0870-9070718) O Rouen - 
Scour! ParVHommer smith A Bug’s 
Ufe 1 .30pm. 4pm, 620pm. 8.30pm 
Holy Man lpm, 3.30pm. 6.20pm. 
8.50pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9.T0pm This 
Year’s Love lpm. 3.30pm, 6pm. 
8.30pm 


EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0T81-381 2556] & 
Edgware AA AB Laut Chalaln 
phone for rimes A Bug’s Ufe 

I. 15pm. 3.25pm. 5.40pm. 7.35pm 
Daag phone for details Kaehche 
Dhaage phone for details Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hai phone Tor times Zakhm 
phone for times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) Tottenham Hale A Bug’s 
Ufe 12.55pm. 1.30pm. 2pm. 
3.25pm, 4pm. 4.35pm. 6.30pm. 
7.10pm. 7.40pm, 9. 1 0pm, 9.30pm 
Don't Go Breaking My Heart 
5.50pm. 8.10pm Enemy of the 
State 9.20pm Hilary And Jackie 
6.40pm Holy Man 1 .1 5pm. 425pm, 
7pm. 9.40pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 3.35pm. 6.50pm, 
9.50pm Jack Frost 12.45pm. 
3.10pm Kaehche Dhaage 5.15pm. 
8.45pm Little Voice 1 0pm The Par- 
ent Trap 2.20pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1.45pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.30pm. 3.45pm, 6.05pm. 
9pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
4.05pm Stepmom 12.1 Opm. 
2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm This 
Year's Love 2.10pm. 4.45pm, 
7.20pm Very Bad Things 1 0.1 Opm 

ELEPHANT* CASTLE 
CORONET (0171-703 4968) e 
Elephant & Castle A Bug’s Ufe 4pm, 
6.30pm, 8.40pm Don’t Go Break- 
ing My Heart 4.1 5pm. 6.30pm, 
8.55pm Stepmom 3pm. 5.30pm. 
8pm 

FELTHAM 

ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR: Feltiiam AA AB Laut 
Chalaln 1 1.25am. 2.45pm. 6.10pm. 
9.45pm A Bug's Ufe 11.15am. 
12.10pm, lpm. 1.30pm, 2.15pm. 
3.30pm. 4pm. 4.30pm. 5.40pm. 
6. 1 5pm, 6.45pm, 7.50pm, 9.50pm 
Daag 3pm. 9pm Don't Go Break- 
ing My Heart 5.40pm. 7.40pm. 
9.40pm Enemy or the State 
6.20pm, 9pm Holy Man 2pm, 
4.30pm, 7.05pm, 9.40pm Hum 
Aapke Hain Koun.,! 11.15am, 
2.45pm, 6pm. 8.30pm Jack Frost 

II. 15am. 1.30pm, 330pm Kaehche 
Dhaage II am. 2.40pm, 6.05pm, 
9.30pm Utcle Voice 12.30pm, 
6.30pm, 9pm Madeline 1 1.50am. 

1 .50pm, 3.50pm Hie Opposite of 
Sex 9.15pm 


HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (0181-426 0303] 
■& Harrow on the Hill/Harrow 6 
Wealds cone Hum Aapke Hain 
Koun..! 8.45pm Hu Tu Tu B.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009} e- Harrow on the HUI A Bug's 
Ufe 10.45am, 11.10am. 1.15pm. 
1.40pm. 3.35pm, 4.10pm. 6pm. 
6.40pm, 8.30pm. 9.10pm Don't Go 
Breaking My Heart 1.20pm. 
3.20pm. 5.20pm. 7.20pm. 9.40pm 
Enemy of the State 9.15pm Good 
IMn Hunting 6.35pm Holy Man 
1 2.50pm. 3.25pm. 6.10pm. 8.50pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
7.10pm Jack Frost 12.10pm. 
2.30pm. 4.50pm Uttie voice 2pm. 
325pm Madefine H .50am. 2.1 Opm. 
4.30pm Practical Magic 4.15pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1 ,30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 920pm Stepmom 6.30pm. 
9pm This Year’s Love 11am. 
1.30pm. 3.55pm, 6.50pm. 9.30pm 
Very Bad Things 9.50pm 


HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) * Hol- 
loway Road/Archway A Bug’s Ufe 
12.05pm. 12.30pm. 1.05pm. 
2.10pm. 2.40pm. 3.25pm. 4.15pm. 
4.50pm, 5.45pm. 6.20pm. 6.50pm. 
8.05pm Don't Go Breaking My 
Heart 4.40pm. 6.55pm. 9.Q5pm 
Holy Man lpm. 3.35pm. 6.10pm, 
8.45pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 5.55pm. 8.40pm Jack 
Frost 12. 15pm, 2.25pm Uttle 
Voice 8.55pm Madeline 12. 1 Opm. 
2.05pm. 4pm Shakespeare in Love 
1220pm, 3.05pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm 
Stepmom 8.25pm This Year’s Love 
1 • 1 5pm, 3.45pm, 6.1 5pm. 8.50pm 


Breaking My Heart i 
6.30pm, 8.40pm Uttlt 
3.20pm, 8.45pm M 

1 1 .55am. 2.05pm Shakesi 
Love 1 2.10pm, 2,50pm. : 
8.10pm Stepmom 1J 
5.35pm This Year’s Love 1 , 
2.50pm, 5.30pm, 8.10pm 


Night Tain 8.45pm 
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K1LSURN 

TRICYCLE CINEMA (0171-328 
1000} e KHbum How CO Cheat In 
the Leaving Certificate 6.30pm 
Sunset Heights B.45pm Us 
Boys/The Gamble 4 pm 


ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/O Richmond Don't Go Break- 
ing My Heart 1.30pm. 4pm. 7pm 
HHary And Jackie 1 . 1 0pm Holy Man 
3.40pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm Little 
Vblce 2pm. 4.20pm, 7pm, 9.30pm 
Stepmom 6pm. 8.50pm Ybur 
Friends And Neighbors 9.40pm 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
A Bug's LJFe 2.10pm. 4.20pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm This Year's Love 
2.10pm. 5.40pm. 8.25pm 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 
050007) BR: Romford A Bug's Life 
12noon. 1 -30pm, 2.20pm. 3.45pm, 
4.45pm. 6pm. 7pm. 8.20pm. 9pm 
Don’t Go Breaking My Heart 
4.50pm, 6.50pm. 9pm Holy Man 
1pm. 3.30pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm 
Jack Frost 12noon. 2.10pm. 
4.30pm Little voice 6.40pm. 
8.50pm Madeline 12.30pm, 
2.50pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.45pm. 3 _20pm. 550pm. 8.40pm 
Stepmom 12.20pm, 3pm, 5.40pm. 
8.30pm This Year's Love 1 .45pm, 
4pm. 6.15pm. 8.30pm 


SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BRlSidcupA 
Bug’s Lite 6.1 5pm. 8.45pm Shake- 
speare in Lave 5.40pm, 8.20pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Crick- 
lewood A Bug's Life 1pm. 2 .20pm, 
3.30pm, 4.40pm. 6pm, 7pm. 
8.30pm Enemy Of Che State 
9.15pm Holy Man 1.40pm. 4.15pm, 
6.45pm. 9.20pm Jack Rost 9. 1 5pm 
Madeline 2.05pm. 4.15pm Shake- 
speare In Love 3.10pm, 5.50pm. 
8.50pm Stepmom 6.30pm. 9. 1 5pm 
This Year’s Love 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 9pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
S treat ham Hill Don’t Go Breaking 
My Heart 2.15pm. 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 9pm Jack Frost 2.10pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.25pm. 
5.35pm. 8.25pm Stepmom 

2.20pm. 5.25pm, 8.15pm 


ODEON (0B7O5 050007) BR: 
StiiMtham Hill'O- Brixton/Clapham 
Common A Bug's Lire 2.30pm. 
4.50pm. 7pm. 9pm Elizabeth 
12 40pm. 3.20pm, 5.50pm, 8. 30pm 
Holy Man 12.20pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 

5 20pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 5 45pm, 6.25pm 
Madeline 12. 10pm, 2pm. 3.50pm 
This Year's Love I 30pm. 3.50pm. 

6 10pm. 8 30pm 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (01 B 1-555 3366) BR'O 
Si 1. 1! fold E,v.l A Bug's Life 2 pm. 
*< 15pm. fa 30pm. 9pm How Stel- 
la Got Her Groove Back 6 25pm 
The Opposite of Sex 1.30pm. 
Npm. 9. 1 0pm Shakespeare in Lave 
1.15pm, 3 45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 
This Year's Love lpm. 3.30pm. 
frpm. S 30pm 


SURREY OUAYS 

UCI (0990 B 38 990) O Surrey 
Quays A Bug's Life lpm, 2pm. 
3 30pm. 4.20pm, 5.50pm. 6.50pm, 

8 20pm Elizabeth 12.30pm, 

3 20pm, 6pm. 8.50pm Enemy or 
The State 9pm Holy Man I 30pm. 

4 30pm. 7.20pm. 9 55pm How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back 
8.40pm Jack Frost 1 40pm. 4pm 
Little Voke 6.55pm Madeline 
1 . 1 5pm. 3. 40pm, 6.20pm The Op- 
posite of Sex 9.10pm Shakespeare 
in Love 12.45pm. 3.50pm. 6 40pm. 

9 30pm Stepmom 3 10pm, 
6.30pm. 9.20pm This Year's Lows 

2.20pm. 4.40pm. 7.10pm, 9.45pm 


SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
ton.9 Morden A Bug's Life (pm. 
2pm. 3.30pm. 4.30pm, 6pm, 7pm. 
6.30pm Elizabeth 1 .30pm. 7 1 5pm 
Enemy of the State 9.30pm Hilary 
And Jackie 12.30pm, 5 45pm Lit- 
tle Voice 3.1 5pm. 8.45pm Made- 
line 1 .45pm, 5pm Shakispeare in 
Love 12.45pm. 3.45pm, 6.30pm. 
9.20pm Stepmom 10pm This 
Year's Love 1 15pm. 4.15pm. 
6.45pm, 9.40pm 


TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181 -888 2519) «• Turn, 
pite Lane A Bug’s Lift 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.40pm This Vfear's 
Love 4.05pm. 6.20pm. 8.35pm 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) O 
Uxbridge A Bug’s Ufe 1.30pm, 
4.20pm. 6.45pm, 9pm Shakespeare 
In Love 1pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm, 
8.40pm 


WALTHAMSTOW 
ABC (0870-9020424) «■ Waltham- 
stow Central A Bug’s Lire l .40pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm. 8.35pm Don’t Go 
Breaking My Heart 4.20pm. 
6.25pm. 8.40pm The Mask Of 
Zarro 1.25pm This Yfear’s Love 
1.25pm, 3.40pm. 6pm, 8.25pm 


WALTON ON THAMES 

THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 

252825) BR: Vfelton on Thames A 


Bug’s Ufe 2.30pm, 4^40^m. 


KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston A Bug’s Life 1 ,20pm, 
3.40pm. 6.05pm. 8.30pm Little 
Voice 1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm. 
8.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.70pm. 5.25pm, 8.10pm 


6.50pm Hilary And Jackie 8. 
Madeline 5. 1 5pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.45pm. 8.30pm 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
Elttum A Bug's Ufe 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.40pm Jack Frost 4.20pm The Op- 
posite of Sex 4.20pm. 6.35pm. 
8.45pm 


MUSWELLtflLL 

ODEON (08705 050007) €► High- 
gate A Bug’s Life 2.40pm. 4.50pm, 
7pm. 9.05pm Madeline 12.05pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.55pm. 
3.30pm, 6pm. 8.30pm This Year's 
Love 2pm, 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 
8.45pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/G 
wimbledon/O- South Wimbledon A 
Bug's UFe 1,45pm, 4.10pm. 


6.30pm. 8.50pm Don’t Go Break- 


PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Feckham Rye A Bug’s Ufe 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 7pm, 9.20pm Don’t Go 
Breaking My Heart 1.50pm. 
7.25pm Enemy of the State 
9.10pm. 11.40pm Holy Man 

I . 45pm. 4.1 5pm, 6.45pm, 9,25pm. 

II. 50pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 3.40pm, 6.20pm. 
9pm. 1 1 .40pm Jack Frost 3.35pm. 
5.30pm Madeline 2.30pm The Par- 
ent Trap 12.45pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1.40pm Shakespeare hi 
Love 3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.05pm 
Switchblade Sisters 12mldnlght 
This Year's Love 4.20pm, 6.50pm. 
9.15pm. 11.55pm 


big My Heart 2.35pm, 6.50pm Ut- 
de Voice 4.35pm, 8.50pm Madeflne 
1.10pm Shakespeare In Love 
12.1 0pm. 2.55pm, 5.35pm. 

B.200pm Stepmom 3pm, 5.45pm, 
8.25pm There's Something About 
Mary 11am This Year's Love 
1 ,20pm. 3.40pm. 6.1 0pm. 8.40pm 
The Thiman Show 1 1am 


WOODFORD 

ABC (0181 -989 3463) e South 
Woodford A Bug’s Ufe 1.10pm. 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm Uttle 
Voice 7.55pm, 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 
8.45pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.45pm. 5.30pm. 8.10pm 


PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR Puriey A 
Bug's Ufe 6pm. 8.40pm Shake- 
speare In Love 5.40pm. 8.10pm 
This Year’s Love 5.20pm. 8.20pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal A Bug’s Ufe 
4pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm Elizabeth 
3pm. 5.30pm. B.20pm 


Cinema 


REPERTORY 


PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) O Pumey 
Bridge/BR Putney A Bug's Ufe 
2.15pm, 5.45pm. 8.15pm Uttle 
Voice 1.15pm. 4pm. G.30pm. 
3. 45pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8.15pm 


LONDON 

ONE LUMIERE Queensberry Place. 
SW7 (0171-838 2144/21 46) Marie 
Bale des Anges (NC) 8.30pm 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/O 
Richmond A Bug’s Ufe 2.30pm. 
4.50pm. 7.10pm, 9.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.30pm. 3.20pm. 
6.30pm, 9.10pm This Year's Love 
1 ,30pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm 


(CA The Mall. SW1 (0171-930 
3647) Foreign Land (Terra Es- 
trange! ra) (NC) 5pm. 7pm. 9pm 
Des Nouuelles du Bon Dleu (1 8) 
6.30pm. 9.15pm 


NFT South Bank. SEI (0171-928 
3232) The Human Show (PG) 
2.30pm Lola (15) 6.15pm Roman 
Holiday (Uj 6.20pm Heavy Rota- 
don 1 : New Digital Pop Promos 
(NC) 8.30pm Idioteme (NC) 
8.40pm 


PHOENIX High Road. N2 (01 81 -444 
6789) Shakespeare In Love (15) 
2.45pm, 5.45pm. 8.30pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 0171-437 81 81 Darting (Nq 
1.30pm Snake Eyes (15) 4pm 


Sliding Doors (15) 6.30pm Ronin 
i) 8.' 


(15) 8.45pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road. 
W6 (01 71 -420 0100) Dekalog 7- 
10(15) 6.30pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street, Brentford, Middlesex (0181- 
568 1176) Hideous Kinky (15) 
4.45pm. 9pm HBary and Jackie (15) 
6.45pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S (01 273-602503) 
Centra] Station (NC) 1.30pm. 
6.30pm Hilary and Jackie (1 5) 4pm. 
8.50pm 


BRISTOL 

CUBE (0114-907 4191) Slums of 
Beverly Hills (15) 8.30pm 


WATERSHED (01 1 7-925 3845) W- 
lary and Jackie (15) 6pm, 8.30pm 
Ybur Friends and Neighbors (18) 
6.05pm. 8.20pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS (01 223-504444) Un Coeuren 
Hhrer (12) 12.30pm Ybur Friends 
and Neighbors (18) 5pm.9.20prr. 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Your Friends and Neigh- 
bors (18) 7.30pm Dobermann 
118) 8pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Hideous Kinky (15) 4pm. 
8.45pm The Odd Couple II (15) 
6.30pm 


IPSWICH 

FTLAI THEATRE (01473-21 5544) 
Sitcom (18) 2.30pm. 6pm, 8.15pm 
Bolworth (18) 6.15pm. 8.30pm 


LEICESTER 

PHOENIX ARTS (0116-255 4854) 
Dancing at Lughnasa (PG) 6.05pm 
Aelita (NC) 8.30pm 


NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) Les 
Miserable* (12) 2pm, 5.30pm Psy- 
cho (15) 8.15pm 


PLYMOUTH 

ARTS CENTRE (01752-2061 14) 
The Governess (15) 8ptn 


CINEMA 


COUNTRYWIDE 


BRIGHTON 

ABC EAST STREET (012 73- 
327010); A Bug's Ufe <Uf: Jack 
Frost (PG): Shakespeare in Love 
(15); This Year's Love (18) 


ODEON (0870-207977): A Bug’s 
Ufe (U): Don’t Go Breaking my Heart 
(PG); Hzabeth ( 1 5): Utde Vbice (15); 
Madeline (U): The Opposite of Sex 

(IS); Shakespeare bi Love (15): Step- 
mom (12); This Year's Love (18); 
You've Got M@fl (PG) 


VIRGIN (0541-555145); A Bug's 
Ufe(U): Enemy or the State (15); 
Hilary and Jackie (15): Holy Man 
(PG); Jack Frost (PG); Jumanji 
(PG); Uttle Voice (IS): Madeline 
(UJ: Shakespeare in Love P5J. 
Stepmom (121: This Year's Love 
(18): Very Bad Things (IS); Wve 
Got M@il (PG) 


CAMBRIDGE 

WARNER VILLAGE (01223- 
460442): Ana (PG): A Bug's Ufe 
(U); Don't Go Breaking my Heart 
(PG); Enemy or the State (15): 
Good Will Hunting (1 51; Holy Man 
(PG); Jack Frost (PG): Uttie Voice 
(15): Madeline (U); The Parent Trap 
(PG); The Prince of Egypt (UJ: 
Shakespeare in Love (15): Step- 
mom (12): This Year's Love (IS): 
Very Bad Tilings ( IS); Vtou'we Got 
M@n (PG) 


EASTBOURNE 

CURZON (01323-731441); 
A Bug's Life (U): Fear and Loathing 
in Las Vegas (18): Hideous KWcy 
(15); Madeline (U): Shakespeare in 
Love (J 5); Thief (15): YduVe Got 
M@ll (PG) 


VIRGIN (0541-555159); A Bug’s 
Ufe (U); Enemy oF the State (15) 
Hilary and Jackie (15): Jack Frost 
(PG); JumanH (PG): Madeline (U) 
Shakespeare In liwe (15): Step- 
mom ( 1 2)j This Year's Love (1 8) 
Ybu*ve Got M®fl (PG) 


THEATRE 


WEST END 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day. times and prices for the week; 
running times Include intervals. # 
— Seats at all prices » — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1]: Sun, [31: Tue. [4J: 
Wed. [5): Thur, (6): Fri. (7]: Sat 


snicced views). 1 30 mins. 


7.30pm, J4J(7J 2.3^jm.^4pm^ 


ends 28 Feb. E12.50-E32. 


• THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (ABRIDGED) Reduced 
Shakespeare Company's keenly- 
paced theatrical history Lesson. Cri- 
terion Piccadilly Circus. W1 
(0171-369 1747) O Picc Clrc. Tue 
8pm, E10-E25. 120 mins. 


• DEFB1DING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Uttle stars in this witty and 
wise comedy about the sexes. Apol- 
lo Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171- 
494 5.070) «■ Plcc Ore. Mon-Thur 
8pm, Fri-5at 6pm &'8.45pnf. £10- 
£25, cones available. 


I DR DOLTTTLE Phillip Schofield 
tnllm to the nnimalw in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street, W6 
(0171-416 6022) «■ Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sac 7.30pm, (4][7J 2.30pm. 
E12.50-E32.50. 150 mins. 


> FILUMENA Judi Dench and 
Michael Pen n i n gton star in Tunber- 
lake Wertenbaiur ’s new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo's play. Pic- 
cadilly Denman Street, W1 (0171- 
369 1 734) ■©■ Plcc Ore. In rep. 
tonight 8pm. ends 27 Feb, £1 2-£30. 
120 mins. 1 


• GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film. Cambridge Earl ham 
Street. WC2 (017l\494 5080) O 
Coven c Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4|[7] 3pm. E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL husbAnd Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah York 
in Peter Hall's acclaimed production 
of WIlde'B comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (0171-494 5045) O 
Plcc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [4] 
3pm. |7| 4pm. E7.50-E29.50 165 
mins. 


IAN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dakiry's widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thrilleE Garrick 
Charing Crass Read. VUG (0171-494 
5085) G-Leic Sq Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.15pm. (4) 2.30pm. (7) 5pm. 
E12-E29.50. 110 nuns. 


9 LIFT OFF Issues of race are ex- 
plored in Roy Williams's new piece. 
Royal Court Upsulrs (at The Am- 
bassadors) West Street, WC2 
(Ol 71 -565 5000) • Leic Sq. Tonight 
7pm. ends 13 Mar. EIO. cones £5. 


• UTTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stars as the 
revolutionary activist in David Hal- 
Uwell’s drama. Comedy Panton 
Street. SW1 (0171-369 1731) «■ 
Picc Circleic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
(5((7J 3pm. ends 13 Mar. £7- 
£27 50 


• THE MEMORY OF WATER Al- 
ison Steadman and Julia Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother's funeral. Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BRrO Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
[5||7| 3pm. E8-E27.50. 


> LES NUSERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Vidor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
Wl (0171-434 0909) O-Rcc Ore. 
Mon-5at 7.30pm, [5)17] 2.30pm, 
E7-E35. 195 mins. 


• USS SAIGON Musical wtncii re- 
sets the Hadom Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0171- 
494 5060] O Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (4J[71 3pm, E8.50-E35. 
165 mins. 


• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit. St Martin's 
West Street. WC2 (0171-836 1443) 
■©■ Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. {3} 
2.45pm. [7J 5pm, £1 0-E24.S0. 1 35 
mins. 


I OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stara in the National's acclaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stem's cowboy versus farmhand 
musical. Lyceum Wellington Street. 
WC2 (0870-606 3446/cc 606 6446) 
■e Owing X/Embankroem. Mon-Sat 


7.30pm, '(4J^f7) 2.30pm. ends 26 


June, £ 10-El 


◦ THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andre* Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musical Her Majesty's Hay- 
market. SW1 (0171-494 5400/a 
01 71-344 4444) -O Picc Ore. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, I4][7| 3pm, £1 0-£35. 
150 mins. 


I ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 


n~iT j-n MVP fry ■ —— — 

a dinne r party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Fe- 
licity Kfenrfai and Josfe Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171 -494 5065) O Plcc Ore. Mon- 


Sat 7.45pm, [51(71 3pm. ends 6 Mar. 
£19.50-£27.50. El 2.50-El 7.50 (fB- 


* AMADEUS David Sachet stars as 
Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s acclaimed 
drama. Old Vic The Cut 5E1 (0171- 
928 7616/a 420 0000) BR/e Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [41(7] 
2.30pm, E7.50-E30. 180 mins. 


9 ANNIE Rags to riches story of the 
optimistic orphan. Victoria Palace 
Victoria Street. SW1 (0171-834 
1317) BR/e Victoria. Tue-Sat 


9 ART Tom Mannion, Danny Webb, 
Gary Olsen in YhsminaReza’s com- 
edy about art and friendship. Wyn- 
dham's Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-369 1736/cc 0171-867 
1 1 1 1) ^ Ldc Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm, (4] 
3pm. [7)111 5pm, E9.50-E27.50. 90 


» BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 


cartoon version of the favourite I . 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road. Wl (0171-656 1888) «■ Ton 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4] [71 
2.30pm. £1 8.50-E35. 150 mins. 


• BLOOD BROTHERS Wilty Rus- 
sell's tong-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WQ (0171-369 1733) 
Leic Sq/Tbtt Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [51 3pm. [7] 4pm. £11.50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 


9 BUDDY Musical taiog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) -e- Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm, Fri 5.30pm & 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm & 8.30pm, mats 
[1 ] 4pm. £1 0-£30. half price Friday 
matinees. 160 mins. 


I CATS Lloyd Webber’s musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street, WO (0171-405 
0072/a 01 71 -404 4079) O Covent 
Garden/Hoibom. Mon-Sat 7.45 pm, 
[31(7] 3pm. £10.50-635. 165 mins. 


» OBCAGO Maria Friedman and Pe- 
ter Davison star in this tiit Broadway 
musical about tow murderous women 
and ther nightclub act Adel phi 
Malden Lane. WC2 (0171-344 0055) 
O Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. [4[[7j 
3pm. £T6-£36(lrc booking fee). 130 
mins. 


9 THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in a country bar in Ire- 
land and pramino fl ideas of ghosts 
and angels. Royal Court Downstairs 
(at the Duke Of Ybrk's) St Martin's 
Lane. WC2 (0171 -565 5000) D Le- 
Ic Sq/Charing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4[[7| 3.30prp. £5-£25. 90 mins. 


• WEST 5IDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein’s classic 
mu sical , attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince of Wales Coventry Street, Wl 
(0171-839 5987) D Leic Sq/Picc 
Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5][7[ 3pm. 
E18.50-E35. 160 mins. 


O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Uqyd Webber's new musical based 

on the film of the same name about 
two children who mistake on escaped 
convict for Jesu& Aldwych Ald- 
wych. WC2 (0171-416 6000/cc 
0171 -836 2428) O Hoi bom. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [5] [7] 3pm. £10- 
£32.50. 120 mins. 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Stage 
adaptation of Susan Hill's chafing 
ghok story. Fortune Russell Street. 
WC2 (0171-836 2238/a 0171- 
344 4444) O Covent Garden/Hol- 
born. Mon-Sat 8pm, |3) 3pm. [7] 
4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 110 mins. 


Theatre 


Beyoivd The west end 


ARTS THEATRE Howard Crab- 
tree’s When Pigs Fly Gay musical 
comedy poking fin at American cul- 
ture. Tue- Fri 8pm. Sat 6pm 6 
8.30pm. Sun 6pm. ends 3 Apr. £20- 
£25 cones £15. Great Newport 
Street. WC2 (0171-836 3334/a 741 
9999) «■ Leicester Square. 


KING'S HEAD, ISLINGTON Jack- 
son Ward Dark comedy about retired 
surgeons. Tue-Sun lpm. ends 7 Mar. 
£5, cones £4. 

The Vagina Monologues Eve Easier 
performs her own a claimed oS- 
Broariway hiL Tue-Sat 8pm. mats Sat 
& Sun 3 30pm, ends 6 Mac £ 1 2-£ 1 3. 


TRICYCLE THEATRE -And the 
Brother; Too Eamon Morrissey in a 
piece based on Flann O'Brien’s writ- 
mg. Mon-Fri 8pm. Sat 8.15pm. 
mats Sat 4.1 5pm. ends 27 Feb. £8- 
£13. cones available. Kflbum High 
Road. NWS (0171 -328 1000) KiE 
bum. 


Theatre 


COUNTRYWIDE 


BRIDGWATER 

BRIDGWATER ARTS CENTRE A 
Don’s House Dynamic and innova- 
tire reworking of Ibsen's classic. 
Tonight 8pm. £6. cones £5 Castle 
Street (01278-422700) 


BRIGHTON 

GARDNER ARTS CENTRE A 
land 

bon of Ant 

s’snoveL 23-27 Feb. 7.45pm. 
£1 CE£1 2. cones available Universi- 
ty of Sussex. Lewes Road (01273- 
685861) 


FIRST CALL. LAST CALL 


9 RENT Musical inspired hyLoBo- 
heme and set in modem day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-21 1 22 1 )«• Hd- 
bom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4] [7] 3pm. £12.50- £32 .50. 160 
mins. 


I RICHARD n Robert Lindsay stars 
as the historical villataL Savoy Strand, 
WC2 (0171-836 8888/a 0171- 
836 0479] e Charing X/Embank- 
menL Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [7[ 2.30pm, 
£10-£27.50. 


First Call _ 

having portrayed the niustnons George widdiaro 
in Pride and Prejudice, Adrian Lukis {right) returns to 
the stage for another sexually active role in Hanif 
Kureishi's Sleep With Me. Eurei&hi’s first play for 
15 years follows a recent novel, Intimacy, and sets 
afr^rf ^frinally exposing the underlying sexual tecsiogS 
between some friends cm a weekend break. Also part of 
this sexual tryst are Penny Downie and Jonathan H>ria 
JVoft’rin" T London SEl (0171-452 3000) firm 22 Apr 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

m LYTTELTON: The ForestAlanA y- 
r-idin u rn’anewverskmofQaU'UVSkya 
black social satire store Frances de 

la Tbut in rep. today 2.15pm & 
7.30pm. 


• COTTESLOE: The Mot Nick 
Darke's drama from Eheehigh The- 
atre. In rep. tonight 7.30pm. Lyt- 
Cdton: E8-E27. Cottesloe: E12-E18. 
NT2000: £4. cones £3. Day seats 
from 1 0am. 5ouch Bank, 5E1 (0171- 
452 3000). BR/O Waterloo. 


royal SHAKESPEARE COMFWIY 
•THE BARBICAN: The Merchant 
Of Venke RSC prodnctionafShake- 
Bpeare’s drama about lore and mon- 
ey. In rep. 7.1 5pm. ends 9 Mar. 1 80 
mins. 


Last Call 

SINCE THEIR appearance 'at Reading last year; The 
Afghan Whigs have been surprising long-time fans. 
Their live gff* this spring will feature tunes from 1965, 

on which Greg Dullis’bad'boy persona has been replaced 

with humour and libidinous grooves. Compared by 
some to early Prince, the Rolling Stones and even 
Marvin Gaye, their blend of RVB, soul, orchestration 
and sharp lyrics have not yet achieved great chart 
success, but it can only be a matter of time. Their gigs 
are few and far between so don't miss out 
Manchester University (0161-832 lllll ll Mar; King 
Tuts Wz h Wah Hut, Glasgow ( 0141-221 5279 ) 13 Mar, 
Astoria, London Wl (0171-434 0003 ) 14 Mar 


• THE pro Goodnight Children 
Everywhere A teenage evacuee re- 
turns home at the endof the^ war and 
after the death of his parents in 
Rk*ardNels<*/smovii^Dewdraxna- 
1n rep, tonight 7pm. ends 27 Apr. 
Barbican Theatre: £5-£26. The Pit: 
£1 1 -£18.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(0171-638 8891). BR/€f Barbi- 
can/Moorgate. 


PAVILION THEATRE Hlppolytus A 
man and a woman, step mother and 
step son, find their fllfcit affair spi- 
nning into chaos. Tonight 7.30pm. 
£7.50. cones £5.50 New Road 
(01273-709709) 


• YOUNG VIC: Bartholomew Fair 
Jonson’a theatrical drama ts sym- 
pathetically staged by the RSC. In 
rep. tonight 7.1 5pm. £1 4- £20. The 
Cut. SEI (0171-928 6363) O/BR: 
Waterloo. 


BRISTOL 

THEATRE ROYAL Blues Brother 
Soul Sisters Ruby Turner stars in 
this feel-good so ulmusicaL Mon-Wed 
7.30pm, Thur-Fri, 8pm. Sat 9pm, 
macs Thur 2.30pm. Sat 5pm, ends 
6 Mar. £3-£19. cones available 


9 SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs and three new tracks by the 
Bee Gees and starring Adam Garda 
London PaUatfium Argyll Street. Wl 
(0171-494 5020) ■» Oxford Ore. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4][7] 2.30pm. 
£10-£32.50. 135 mins. 


CRAWLEY 

THE HAWTH Girls’ Night Out 
Hen-night comedy by Dave Sim pson. 
22-27 Feb. 8pm. £1 5. cones avail- 
able Hawth Avenue (01293-553636) 


» SHOCKHEADED PETH1 BriHiant 
junk opera, featuring the Tiger Lfi- 
fies. Lyric Hammersmith King Street. 
W6 (0181-741 231 !)«■ Hammer- 
smith. Mon-Sat 730pm. [7] 230pm. 
Mar 31. ends 10 Apr. £5-£18. 


DAR7FORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE The Rocky 
Horror Show Twenty -fifth anniver- 
sary tour of the classic rockUroD mu- 
sical, Mon-Sat 7.45pm. Fri & Sat 
5.45pm & 8.45pm, ends 27 Feb. 
E14.50-E22.50, cones available 
Home Gardens (01 322-220000) 


• AMERICAN IMPORTS: 
SPLASH HATCH ON THE E GO- 
ING DOWN Upbeat depiction of a 
black community as part of the 
American Imports season. Donmar 
Warehouse Earlham Street. WC2 
(0171 -369 1 732) «■ Covent Garden. 
Tonight 8pm, £8-£1 5, mats £8. 


EPSOM 

EPSOM PLAYHOUSE And Then 
There Were None Agatha Christie's 
whodunnit set in a kmefy house on 
a remote island. 22-24 Feb. 7.45pm. 
£1 Q-£ 15.50. cones available 


EYE 

EYE THEATRE Affairs in a lbnt Ay- 
i alcoholic 


• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s hi-tech roller-nuisi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SW1 (0171-416 6070) BR/©- Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [3](7| 3pm, 
£12.50-£30. 150 mins. 


ckbourn romp involving an alcoholic 
h eadmas ter; his neurotic wife, their 

cleaner and a randy caretaker Tue- 
Sat 8pm. macs Sat 4pm. ends 27 
Feb. E5.95-E10.95. cones available 
Broad Street (01379-870519) 


I TOAST Richard Wilson directs 
Richard Bean’s new drama set in a 
Hull bakery. Royal Court Upstairs 
(at The Ambassadors) West Street, 
WQ (01 71-565 5000) <9 Leic Sq. 
Tonight 9pm. ends 6 Mar, £1 0, cones 
£3. 


GUILDFORD 
YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE Loot 

MinharfRlphirk and IrfititBi I Van star 

in Ortorfs black cometfy Tue & Wed 
7.45pm. Thur 2.30pm & 7.45pm, Fri 
& Sac 8pm. ends 27 Feb. £10.00- 
£20.50 MUlbrook (01483-440000) 


• VASSA Howard Davies directs a 
new stage version of Maxim Gore’s 
tale of a matriarch and her down- 
trodden family. Albery 5t Martin’s 
Lane. WC2 (0J 71-369 1730) ©Le- 
ic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5][7[ 3pm, 
ends 27 Mar. E5-E29.50. 


NEWBURY 
WATERMILL THEATRE More Talk- 
ing Heads Janet Brown, Patricia 
England and Sophie Lawrence bring 
Alan Bennett’s superb monologues 
to life. Tue-Sac 7.30pm, macs Thur 
& Sac 2.30pni> ends 13 Mar. £6- 
£16.50 Bagnor (01635-46044) 


NORTHAMPTON 
ROYAL THEATRE Dombey and 
Son Michael Napier Brown's adap- 
tation of Dickens’ noveL Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, mats Thur 2.30ptn. Sac 
5pm, ends 6 Mar. £4-£1 4.50 Guild- 
hall Road (0160 4-632 533 ) 


OXFORD 
PLAYHOUSE THEATRE The Gin 
Game Frith Banbury directs Joss 
Acfclazri and Dorothy Tlitmm this dra- 
ma which centres around a lengthy 
gune of Gin Rummy Mon-Thur 6 Sac. 
7.30pm, Fri 8pm. mat 25 Feb, 
2.30pm. ends 27 Feb. E8-E19.50 
Beaumont Street (01 865-798600) 


SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE The 
Birthday Party Husband and wife 
team Timothy West and Prunella 
Scales in Pinter’s classic. Mon-Wed 
7.30pm, Thur- Sat 8pm. mac Thur 
230pm. ends 6 Mar. £8-£l 5 Malt- 
house Lane (01 722-320333) 


SOUTHAMPTON 
NUmELD THEATRE Earth and Sky 
Thriller abouta librarian who thinks 
she knows her boyfriend well - until 
there is a murdec Mon-Thur 7.30pm. 
Fri-5ar 8pm. ends 27 Feb. £5.95- 
£12.50. cones available University 
Road (01703-671771) 


STEVENAGE 

GORDON CRAIG THEATRE Abi- 
gail's tarty Steven Finder (Brook- 
side's Max Fhrnham) stara in Mike 
Leigh’s comedy. Tue-Sat 7.45pm. 
mac 25 Feb. 2.30pm. ends 27 Feb. 
£7-E1 3.50. cones available Lytton 
Way (01438-766866) 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 
Adrian Mitchdrs adaptation af the CS 
Lewis Narnia classic. Tbday 1 ,30pm 
& 7.1 5pm. ends 27 Feb. E5-E30 Wa- 
terside (01 789-295623) 


SWANSEA 

GRAND THEATRE A Kiss on the 
Bottom Flank VicJctay’s cometyset 
in a female hospital ward. 22-27 Feb. 
7.30pm. E6.50-E9.50, cones avail- 
able Singleton Street (01792- 
475715) 


WELLINGBOROUGH 
THE CASTLE The Complete Works 
of wnfiam Shakespeare (Abridged) 
Reduced Shakespeare Campaqylast- 
fbrwards through 37 plays. Tonight 
7.30pm. £9.50. cones £6.50 Casde 
Way (01933-270007) 


WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL GYM AND TON- 
IC John Godber's comic insigh t into 
aerobics and the ageing process. Tue- 
Sat 8pm, mats Thur 2.30. Sac 
4.45pm, ends 27 Feb. £6-£25. 
cones available Thames Street 
(01 753-853888) 


WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor 
Oreameoat Ton Rice and Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s musical verskn of 
the Bible story. Mon-Thur & Sat, 
7.30pm. Fri. 8pm. mats Mon-Thur 
ft Sat 2.30pm, Fri 5pm. ends 6 Mar. 
E7.50-E21 Peacocks Arts ft Enter- 
tainments Centre (0 1 483-761 1 44) 



EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


EVENTS 


BATH 

HOTBATH GALLERY Dialogue of 
die Present YKunen artists reflect 
their origin in Arabic culture. Mon- 
Fri 9am-4.45pm, Sat 10am-4pm. 
ends 1 7 Feb. free. Oty of Bach Col- 
lege, Avon Street (01 225-31 21 91 ) 


LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL Nikolai Demi- 
denko The pianist plays Beethoven 
and Liszt Tonight 730pm. £8.50- 
£18-50. Barbican Centre, EC2 (0171- 
638 8891) -e- Moorgate/Barbican. 


MUSEUM OF COSTUME Primitive 
Streak: Helen Storey and Dr Kate 
Storey Collaboration between a 
fashion designer and a biologist 
Mon-Sun 1 0am-Spm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
£3.90, cones £3.50. child £230. 
group cores. Assembly Rooms. 
Bennett Street (01225-477789) 


PURCELL ROOM Endymion En- 
Cofin Matthews's 


sembte Composer Cofinl 


choice of modem works. Tonight 
Ic. SEI 


7.30pm. £7-£T2. South Bank. 

(01 7 1 -960 4242] BR/O Waterloo. 


CARDIFF 

TOWARDS A SINGLE CURRENCY 
First showing of the British entries 
from the coinage design competition 
for the European Singfe Currency. 
National Museum And Gallery 
Cathays Park (01222-573473) Tue- 
Sun 1 Qam-5pm, ends 6 Apr, £4.25, 
cones £2.50. family £9.75, under 5s 
Free (museum entry). 


W1GMORE HALL Alfredo Perl 
, Liszt and Ravel from the pi- 


Tonlght 7.30pm. £8-£l5. 
Stre 


BRUTON 


Wlgmore Street. Wl (0171-935 
2 1 41 ) «■ Bond Street/Oxford dnais. 


BRUTON GALLERY Forming die 
sbyRodmand 


Figure Including works tyl 

Henry Moore. Mon-Fri lOam-lpmft 
2pm-5pm. ends 20 Mar, free. Suck- 
well House. Bruton High Street 
(01749-812205) 


CAMBRIDGE 

FrrZWlTJJAM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety of Three: Whisder, Fantin-La- 
tour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhibition of drawing and prints ex- 


SOUTHAMPTON 
TURNER SIMS CONCERT HALL 
SOUTHAMPTON UNIVB^SJTY Lon- 
don Mozart Players Chamber En- 
semble Wind Serenades by Dvorak 
and Mozart Tonight 8pm. £10, 
cones £9. University Road (01703- 
595151) 


LONDON 

THE ART WORKSHOP Drop in to 
the studio and by your hand at a 
whole range of activities, including 
mosaics, mirrors, Mxic,gbss and ce- 
ramics. The Art Workshop Rose- 
mont Road NW3 (01 71-431 5696) 
0 Finchley Road. Mon-Fri 9.30am- 
5.30pm, cost of materials. 


OPERA 


NEWTON ABBOT 
HEDGEHOG HOSPITAL Learn all 
about hedgehog* at this rescue cen- 
tre where you can hold them and see 
their babies being fed, in season. 
Hedgehog Hospital At Prickfy Ban 
Farm Denbury Road (01626- 
362319) Mon-Suri 10am-5pm. 
£4.50. child (4-14) £2.95. 


of the three artists. Ends 1 4 Feb. 
Picasso and Madsse Prints, draw- 
ings and ceramics from the muse- 
um's collection. Ends 1 1 Apr. 
Recent Acquisitions of Contem- 
porary American Prints Earty etch- 
ings of the East Coast, lithographs, 
woodcuts and screenprints. Tue-Sat 
10am-5pm, Sun 2. 15 pm -5pm. ends 
2 May, free. Trump tngron Street 
(04223-332900) 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM Parsifal Eng- 
lish National Opera with a new stag- 
ing of Wagner’s final work directed 
fyNttolau&Lehnhoff. Tonight 5pm. 
£8-£60. Sc. Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-632 8300) Leicester 
Square/Charing Cross. 


MUSIC 


Pop 


LONDON 

ANTHONY D’OFBVY Andy Wartiot 
Sculpture and paintings. Mon-Fri 
10am-5.30pm, Sat 1 0am- 1pm. ends 
11 Mar, free. Dering Street. Wl 
(01-71-499 4100) e Bond 
Street/Oxford Circus. 


ROYAL ALBERT HALL Ihsca In-tbe- 
round staging of PuccmTs opera di- 
rected by David Freeman. Tonight 
7.30pm. E13.50-E3930. Kensing- 
ton Gore. SW7 (01 7 1 -589 8212)0 
High Street Kensington. 


BRIGHTON 

THE TOASTERS, EDNAS GOLD- 
FISH US ska scene pioneers head- 
fine. Pavilion Theatre New Road 
(01273-709709) Tonight 8.30pm. 
phone' for prices. 


RAE AND CHRISTIAN DedBufrimi 
duo tour the new single, TUI I Ask”. 
Zap dub Kings Road Arches (01 273- 
202407) Tonight 9pm, £6. 


DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: 'Forty 
Years of a Design - Icon MmTs 


DANCE 


designed ty eddbritfes mark the' 
40th anniversary of the vehicle. 
Opens Feb 9. Ends 9 May. muse- 
um). 

Modern Britain 1927-1939 Astudy 
on the important period after the 
Great Yfar including the work of 
Francis Bacon, Paul Nash and Bar- 
bara Hepworth. Mon-Sun 1 1 ,30am- 
6pm, ends 18 Jul. £5.25. cones £4 
(to museum). Shad Thames. SEI 
(0171 -378 6055) -B Tower HDVDLR; 
lower Gateway. 


■ i« i' " ■' 

CAfflBtBURY 

MARLOWE THEATRE Tkngo Rasfon 
Argentinian dance musical. Tonight 
7.30pm. E9.50-E17.50. The Friars 
(01227-787787) 


COLCHESTER 
GENE Martin! 

jCtew touj\ the nejw ; 

SionsT Colchester Arts Cen- 
tre St Mary-at-the-Walls. Church 
Street (01206-500900) Tonight 
8.30pm. £8. 


LONDON 

SADLER’S WELLS AT THE PEA- 
COCK THEATRE Paco Pena Fla- 
menco Presents La Musa Gitana 


HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caulfield More than 50 colourful 
painting s by the leading British 
artist Mon. Thur-Sun 10am -6pm. 
Tue ft Wed 1 0am-8pm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
£6. cones £4. family £12. Belvedere 
Road. SEI (0171-960 4242) BR/©> 
Waterloo. 


guitar Tue-Sat 8pm. mac Sat. Sun 
3pm. ends 7 Mar. E7.50-E35. Por- 
tugal Street. WC2 (0171-863 8222 ) 
Holbom/TempJe. 


LONDON 

USAHALL Passionate popcombo 
built around singer-songwriter Lisa 
Hafl. Camden Palace Camden tfigp 
Street NW1 (0171-387 0428) O 
Camden Town. Tonight 10pm, £5. 
cones £3. 


tof 


NATIONAL GALLERY In the I 
Fra Angelico: Zanobl Stropi i! 
exhibition exploring the r^intintw of 
the 15th-century artist Ends 7 Mar. 
tartraits byt^mEM^re^fia^a 

crataxy'^eiK^artisL 3 Mon. Tue. 
Thur-Sun 10am-6pm. Wed 10am- 
10pm, ends 2S Apr. £6. cones £4. 
Wed £4 7pm-10pm. Trafalgar 
Square, WC2 (0171-747 2885) ■© 
Charing Cross. Leicester Square. 


QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL Spring 
Loaded Festival Tonight's enter- 
tainment as part of this dance festi- 
val is Random Dance Company with 
Sulphur 16. fonight 7.45pm. E8-E12. 
cones available. South Bank Centre, 
SEI (0171-960 4242) BR/Q Wa- 
terloo. 


FANTASMAGROOVER, RADAR. 
MINK Feel Session headliners play 
intense guitar pop. water Rats The- 
atre Gray’s kin Road WC1 (0171- 
284 0077) -©/BR: King's Cross. 
Tonight 8.30pm, £5. cones £4. 


LITERATURE 


NORWICH 

THREE COLOURS RED Mekxficpop- 
punfc from the new album. Revolt 
The Waterfront King Street (01 603- 
63271 7/cc 764764) Tonight 8pm. 
£7.50. 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
Monet in die 20th Century Eighty 
paintings made in the 26 years after 
1900. Mon-Thur. 5un 9am -6pm. Fri 
ft Sat 9am- 1 0pm. ends 1 8 Apr. £9. 
cones £6. child (12-18) £3. child 
(8-11) £1.50. Burlington House. 
Piccadilly. Wl (0171-300 8000/a 
413 1717) e- Green Park. 


LONDON 

POETRY SOIREE Musk and poet- 
ry. with Betty Muteaby performing 
the work of faaneering women writ- 
ers. Post Office Theatre Hewer 
Street, Off Bariby Road Wl 0 (01 8 1 - 
960 3337) • Ladbroke Grove. 
Tonight 8.30pm, £4. cones £3. 


PORTSMOUTH 

SICK OF TT ALL New Yjrk hardcore 
outfit, previewing a ngw ntt u rm , 
TbAnn&Wedgewood Rooms Afoert 
Road. Southsea (01705-863911) 
Tonight 8pm. £6. 


MUSIC 


TATE GALLERY Timer In the Alps 
Works on paper matte on Turner’s 
first Alpine trp in 160Z. Ends 14 Feb. 
In Celebration: The Art of the 
Country House Pain tings and 
sculpture. Including work by 
Canaletto, Stubbs and Holbein. 
Mon-Sun 10am-5.50pm, ends 28 
Feb. free. Millbank. SW1 (01 71 -887 
8000] O Pimlico. ’ 


ARCHETYPES IN LITERATURE - 
FAUST AND DON JUAN Martin 
Swales, UGLs Professor of German, 
talks about the development of the 
Faust and Don Juan figures. Voice 
Box, Royal Festival Hall South Bank 
SEI (0171-960 4242) BR/Cf Wa- 
terloo. Tonight 7.30pm. £4. cones 
£2,50. 


Jazz, world, folk 


LONDON 

PERRIER YOUNG JAZZ AWARDS 
First of three semi-finals. 606 Gift) 
Lots Road SW1 0 (Ol 71 -352 5953) 
> Fulham Broadway/Earis Court. 
Tonight 9.30pm. £4.95. 


Comedy 


HUMPHREY LYTTELTON BAND 
Long established trad and main- 
stream trumpeter Buff's Head Lons- 
dale Road 5W13 (0181-876 5241). 
BR: Banes Bridge. Tonight 8pm, £7- 


OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Chinese 
Silks Coloured 18th and 19th centu- 
ry bangings. Ends 28 F6b. 
Nineteenth Century French Draw- 
ings Recent acquisitions alongside 

mtyor drawings. Ends 28 Feb. 
The Painterly Brush Oil sketches 
dating from the 16th to the earty 20th 
century. Tue-Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 
2pm -4 pm, ends 31 Mar. Free. Beau- 
mont Street (01865-278000) 


LONDON 

THE COMEDY STORE The Cutting 
Edge with Steve Gribbin, Paul 
Thorne, Martin Coyote. Lee Hurst, 
Bootbby Graffoe, Sean Meo. Tonight 
8pm. Oxendon Street. SW1 (01426- 
914433/a 0171-344 4444) «• Pic- 
carffliy Circus, £] 1. cones £7. 


THE BLACKBYRDS Hg> rare groove 
sounds by trumpet great Donald 
Byrd Jazz Cafe Parkway NW1 
(01 71 -91 6 6060) Camden Town. 
Tonight 9pm, £1 6, adv £1 34»0 (Fn- . 

Sat £18. adv £15). 


STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics Emm the 
second half of the century, plus a se- 

Iec&on of contemporary work. 
Quoit Montserrat Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture imfemg St Ives 
with Montserrat in the West Tndtes . 
the artist's birthplace. Mon-Sat 
1 lam-7pm, 5ur 1 1am-5pm. ends 1 1 
Apr. £3.50. cones £2. Forthmeor 
Beach (01736-796226) 


CRAM CHARLES AT UNIVERSITY 
OF GREENWICH STUDENTS' 
UNION The star of Red Dwarfand 
Robot TCirs. Tonight 8.30pm, Island 
StftlAWfington Soeet. SE18 (0181- 
3T7 8687) Woolwich Arsenal. £9 
NUS only. 


BTLLY JENKTNS* ENTERTAINMENT 
USA Satirical free-btues guitarist de- 
constructs the States. Pizza Ex- 
press Jazz Club Dean Street Wl 
(0171-439 8722) «■ Tottenham 
Court Road. Tonight 9pm. £12.50. 


HERSTERICS COMEDY CLUB AT 
TUT'N’ SH1VE Cathy !R Karola Gaj- 

da. PrudOTUHh fom Imn 


Beth Cunningham. MC Laura 
Shavin.Tonight 8.45pm. Upper 
Street N1 (0171-359 7719) ■& High- 
bury & Islington. £4, cones £3. 


MARLENE VERPLANCK Interna- 
tional cabaret chanteuse. Pizza on 
the Park Knlghtsbridge SW1 (0171- 
235 5273) «■ Hyde Park Comer. 
Tonight 9.15pm ft 11.15pm. £18, 
adv £16. 
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Clubs 


FLORA PURIM/A1RTO MORE1RA, 
TOM CAWLEY/RUTH HAMMOND 
Lattofuaon veterans, support fron 
YJMY winner and runner-up. Ron* 
nfe Scott's Frith Street W1(01 71- 
439 0747) ■©■ Leicester Square. : 
Tortghc 9.30pm. £15. mems £4.;.;: . 
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SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ART GALLERY 
Venice Through Canaletto's Eyes 


by the’Wnetian artist "Rie-Sun 10am- 
5pm, ends 14 Mac free. Alexandra 
Roa<J*(0 1 792-65 1 738/655006) 


BRISTOL 

BUBBLEGUM AT CLUB LOCO 
5S“® with Jodv (Way Out 
Mart Davis and Ian Wiffis. 
wnight 9.30pm-2am. £3, £2 In adw 
Stokes Croft (01 1 7- 


POUR IN THE BAR or 
bop with wnlie Garnett Janusi 

CarmiEo. Rose « Crown Churth 

Place. Ealing WS (0181-567 28 H) 
Tonight 8.30pm. free. 






WOU/ERHAMPTON 
WOLVERHAMPTON ART GALLERY 
Disasters of Wkn CaOot. Goya. Dfat 
Sefections from three artists' war 
etchings Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. ends 
20 Mac free, Uchneid Street (01 902- 
552055) 


LONDON 

eSEa? 0 AT JO JO^S 


LEE GIBSON Prolific recording Hfc 
ralist with herqaartetRutJard Ams 
Pfiriry HIU SE6 (0181 -291 942Q 
Catford Bridge, 'tonight 8pm. tret-' 
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- 3DO i/J tter miTu 

pfey easy lis tenin g, tonight 9c 
zam. Brewer Street, Wi I0i7i-73a 
2473) * f%cadi£fyCko» £7 ccS 
before 1 OJOpre 


JAMIE ANDERSON'S DOG CATOte 
ERS Sax-led trio explorations after 
Sonny Rollins, Vortex Stoke New- 
£«ton Church Street N16 (0171-25* 
6516) BR: Stoke Newington. Tori#* 
Si"". £4, cones £3. 
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SATELLITE TV RADIO/15 


Wednesday Radio 


radio i 

(97.6-99BMHZ FM ) 

6^0 Scott ftfflla fimo S&non 

Maya t2J» Jo Whfley. SLOO Mark 
Raddfffe. 4 JOO Chris Moytes. &45 
Newsbeat 6.00 Dave Pearce. 
8J>0 Steve Lamacq - the Evening 
Session. 10.00 Movie Update with 
Mark Kermocte. 10.10 John PeeL 
t2 *00 Blue Jam. 100 Gies Peter- 
son. 4j00 - Cw30 Clive Warren. 
RADIO 2 
(86-9Q2MHZ FM ) 

6-00 Sarah Kennedy. 7.30 Wake 
Up to Wbgarv 930 Ken Bruce. 
1200 John fnverdate. 200 Ed 
Stewart 505 Johnnie Walter. 

700 Nick Barradough. 800 Afflke 
Harding 900 Berry Gordyb 
Motown See Pick of the Day. 

1000 Top of the Pops 2 on a 
10-30 Richard Affinson. 124)0 Kat- 
rina Leskanich. 300 - 400 Alex 
Lester. 

RADIO 3 

{902-9Z4MHZ FM ) 

600 On Air. 

900 Masterworfca 
1000 Artist of the Week. 
tLOO Sound Stories. 

1200 Composer of the Week: 
Copland 

100 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert Live from the Royal Concert 
Hall, the third concert ki a special 
week-long series from Glasgow. In 
this concert, French pianist Pierre- 
Laurerrt Aimard journeys far and 
wide. His sequence of pieces is un- 
interrupted, allowing the music to 
create its own effect Introduced by 
Krsteen McCua Debussy: 

Pagodes (Estampes). Cloches a 
travers les feuffies (Images). Ligeti: 
GaJamb borong. Bartok: From the 
Island of BaS (Mforokosmos) Ligeti: 
Fern; Fanfares. Jofivet Mana. 
Knussen: Prayer BeH Sketch. Mes- 
siaen: He de feu Nos 1 and 2 
200 The BBC Orchestras. 

400 Choral Evensong 
500 In Tuna 

740 Performance on 3. See Pick of 
the Day. 

840 The Original Peter Grimes. 

Tom Rosenthal compares the origi- 
nal Peter Grimes as depicted in the 
poem by the eccentric Suffofc poet 
George Crabbe to the one that Brit- 
ten put on the stage The blunt 
damaged but heroic character of 
Britterts Grimes is a long way from 
the sadistic buDy of the Crabbe po- 


pick of the day 


“EACH BLOW strikes home 
with devastating eloquence: 
well-aimed, well-timed” was 
The Independent on Sunday’s 
verdict on Peter Crimes as 
directed by Peter Stein for the 
WNO. Tonight in Per f ormance 
on 3 (7.10pm R3), you can hear 
it for yourself 

In Lent Thlks (8.45pm R4), 
the playwright David Edgar 
(right) movingly recalls the 


death of his wife during Lent 
last year. “The person we 
thought we'd been carrying was 
reaCy carrying us.” 

There’s a four-parter starting 
tonight, presented by Alan 
Freeman, on Berry Gordy’s 
Motown (9pm R2). The founder 
of the legendary company looks, 
back on its achievements over 
the last 40 years. 

DOMINIC CAVENDISH 



am, and Tom Rosenthal explores 
the reasons that might Be behind 
Brittens decision to change the 
original 

8.30 Peter Grimes, part 2. 

9.25 Postscript Alan de Botton 
looks to some of the great thinkers 
of the past in the hope of finfifing 
philosophical ciaes for some every- 
day is. 3: Bewildered by seman- 
tics. semiotics or systems analysis? 
Alain de Botton finds Montaigne 
has a message for those with a 
sense of intellectual inferiority. 

9- 50 Peter Grimes, part a 

10- 45 Night Waves Laura Gum- 
ming cSscusses T J Qarkk huge 
historical undertaking “Farewell to 
an Idea', which examines the histo- 
ry and demise of modernism. She 
also talks to one of Britain^ tearing 
artists, the abstract painter Terry 
Frost Now in his eighties, Frost 
continues to experiment and to de- 
Bght In the use of colour, in his Cor- 
nish studio, he describes Ns latest 
work. 

tL30 Jazz Notes. 

124M) Composer of the Week: 
Dvorak. (R) 

14)0 - (LOO Through the Night 

RADIO 4 

$2/t-94£MHz FM ) 

64)0 Today. 

9AM) NEWS; Midweek. 

&45 Serial: The Spirit Wrestle ra 
104)0 NEWS; Womans Hour. 

1L00 NEWS; Crufts. 

tL30 Tomorrow at the Same Tima 

(R> 

124)0 NEWS; Ybu and Yours. 

«&57 Weather. 

14M) The World at Ona 


1-30 Board Gama 
24)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Ray: Women on 
Love. 

34)0 NEWS; Gardeners’ Question 
Tima 

3-30 Sale of tiie Century. (R) 

3.45 This Sceptred Jsla 
44)0 NEWS; AB in the Mind. 

430 Thinking Allowed: the Larger 
Map. 

5.00 PM. 

5- 57 Weather. 

64)0 Six OCiock News. 

6- 30 Baflytenoru (R) 

7- 00 NEWS; The Archers. 
735-Front Row. The nightly arts 
programme, with reviews, inter- 
views and news. 

745 The Cry of the Bittern. An en- 
vfronmentai drama by Tim Jackson. 
Wife Lesley Carve) to, Terry Mofloy 
and Rachel Atkins Director Peter 
Lesfia W3d (8/30). 

84K) NEWS; The Moral Maze. 
Michael Buerk and regulars Janet 
Daley, David Starkey; Ian Harg- 
reaves and David Cook investigate 
the moral questions behind the 
weekls news 

8.45 Lent Talks: The Dove 
Descending. See Pick of the Day. 
9AM) NEWS; Frontiers “A Danger- 
ous Leap'. Peter Evans investigates 
why Aids and BSE only became 
dangerous when they were trans- 
mitted from their original hosts to 
another species Aids came origi- 
nafly from chimpanzees and does 
them no harm; the agent which 
causes BSE became dangerous 
only when it moved from sheep to 
cows 


930 Midweek. Libby Purves and 
guests engage in Svely conversa- 
tion. 

104)0 The World Tonight With 
Justin Webb. 

10-45 Book at Bedtime: Post Cap- 
tain Patrick Maiahide reads Patrick 
O'Brien^ novel of life and adventure 
In Nelson’s Royal Navy. Jack runs 
aground (8/K)) 

tLOO NEWS; Truly, Madly, BJetch- 
tey. Written by Julian Dutton A 
feast of entertainment from the 
town they forgot in the ’AA Guide to 
Weekend Breaks’. With Julian Dut- 
ton Liz Fraser, Peter Hugo- Daly, 
Stephen Critchlow and Matthew 
Bel Special guest Cleo Rocos 
(3/6). 

1U5 MacFtintockk Palace. * 

TL30 Mammon 
124)0 News 

1Z30 The Late Book: Sam Peck- 
inpah: If It Moves. Kill “Em’. 

12-48 Shipping Forecast 
14)0 As World Service. 

&30 World News 
5.35 Shippfeg Forecast 
5.40 inshore Forecast 
5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

547 - 6AM) Faming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

945 - 104)0 Daily Servica 124)0 

- 12.04 News Heacffines; Shipping 

Forecast 5^4 - 5-57 Shipping 

Forecast 1L30 - 12.00 Today in 

Parliament 

RADIO 5 LWE 

(693, 909kHz MW) 

64)0 Breakfast 
94)0 Mcky Campbell 
124)0 The Midday News 


14)0 Ruscoe and Ca 
44)0 Drive. 

74)0 News Extra. 

74)0 John inverdaieS Football 
Nfight. Full coverage of all the 
nightls action, with commentary on 
the big game. Plus the National Lot- 
tery Draw 
104)0 Littlejohn Football phone-in 
with Richard Littlejohn: 0500 
909693 

1100 Late Mght Uva With Nick 
Robinson. Including a late news 
briefing at TLOQ and at 1115 The Fi- 
nancial World Tonight and a topical 
late-night discussion. 

LOO Up All Night 

5.00 - 64)0 Morning Reports 
CLASSIC FM 
(TOGO- 1019 MHz FM ) 

6-00 Nick Bailey. 8.00 Henry 
Kelly. 124)0 Requests 2.00 Con- 
certo. Poulenc: Concerto for two 
pianos and orchestra. Francois- 
Rene Duchabte, Jean-Phrfippe Col- 
lard, Rotterdam PO/James Coition 

3.00 Jamie Crick. &30 News- 
night 74)0 Smooth Classics at 
Seven. 94)0 Evening Concert 
Dvorak: Symphonic Variations. 
RPO/John Farrer. Rubbra: Viola 
Concerto Rlvka Golanl, RPO/Ver- 
non Handley. Stenhammar: Sere- 
nade in F. Swedish RSO/Stig 
Wester berg 114)0 Alan Mana 

2.00 Concerto. 34)0 - 64)0 
Mark Griffiths 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(BB; f!97-T260kHz MW 053MHz FM ; 
6AM) Chris Evans 930 Mark For- 
rest 14M> Nick Abbot 44)0 Harri- 
et Scott 730 Pete & Geoft 104)0 
James Merritt 14)0 Steve Power. 
430 - 630 Richard ABen. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW) 

LOO The World Today. 130 Merid- 
ian (Live). 24)0 The World Today. 
230 Everywomaa 3 AH) The 
World Today. 330 Sports 
Roundup; 3.30 World Business Re- 
port 3j * 5 insight. 44K) - 7.00 
The World Today (400 -700). 

TALK RADIO 

6.00 Big Boys Breakfast with 
David Banks & Nick Ferrari 9-00 
Scott Chisholm. 124H) Justice 
with Jacobs 1.00 Anna Raeburn. 

3.00 Peter Deetey. 5.00 The 
SportZone. 7.00 Offside with Seb 
Coe. 84)0 Jamas Whale. 124)0 
64)0 Ian Collins 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


SKY PREMIER 

530 Cocoon (BBS) 197809). 8JD0 Angels 
h the Attic (897) (4073*). KLOO Keeping 
the Promise (J997) (76076) 1230 OU 
Gringo C®89j(30347) 2L00 Cocoon (1985) 
(58647) 430 Angela h ihe Attic (897) 
(38540) 530 keeping the Pranwe (1997) 
(78347) 730 Barry Nwmarfc FBm Ntfit 
(5705) 830 Bean (1907) (25366) 1030 
The Davft Own (697) £0188) 1L50 The 
Portrait of a Lady (896) £032028) See 
Pick of the Day. 245 The Jixor (1996) 
(934477) 415 - 640 OM Gringo (889) 
(16709CJ. 

SKY MOYIEIIAX 

74)0 Femmes Fatales (67989) 730 Ac- 
tion Heroes (5388250) SSS Movie Magic 
(305080) 94)0 Chasing the Deer (1994) 
(3968) 1130 Unwed Father C«97) 

(22540) LOO Femmes Fatales (59960) 
See Pick of the Day. 130 Action Heroes 
(9004908) 245 Movie Magic (2142618) 
330 Cheahg the Deer (894) (34300892) 
440 Ivanhoe (T982) (25331734) 700 Un- 
wed Father (997) (95057) 830 E News 
Week in Review (927% 930 Broken SL 
lenca (897) (26095) 1130 RLmbte h the 
Bronx (1998) (65892) 12-30 Random En- 
counter (897) (313729) 24)5 Temessee 
M gifts (1990) (835293) 330 BAPS (897) 
(894632) 535 • 735 Ivanhoe (1982) 
(79W854) 

SKY CMEMA 

430 Sherlock Holmes and the Secret 
Code (©46) (4968960) 530 Hdywood 
He) of Fteme (3925095) &00 h Name 
Orty (©38) (1899089) 04» Flying Leather- 
necks (1951) (1694434) W30 Gunflghtat 
the OK Ctorral (857) (87035569) 12351 
Walk the Lra (1970) (5550699) 145 Tha 
Sniper (1958) (1635564) 3^0 The WK» 
lower (S50) (2663835) LOO HoflywOOd 
Hal of Fame (3120293) 530 CtoseQ. 
FlUiFOtm 

630 Zero De Condute (1933) (4ZJ4Q95) 
GAS UUatentB (834) (97656231)620 
The Last Battle (883) (88963076) 1030 
SuDway (885) £382568) 1L45 The Big 
Bkje (S88) (71366584) 230 Braindead 
(892) (58TB16) 430 - 64H» Living h 
ObMon (895) (2477941) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
4470 Rex Hunts Fishing Adventures 
(3120637) 4J3Q Wfekart World (318521) 
5470 Wheel Nuts (4276095) 5-30 Treasure 
Hunters (380373) 630 WWSfeSOS 
(3107786) 630 WSd Dogs (8935434) TOO 
The Elegant Sotetion (3t10250) 830 
Arthur C ClarkeS Mysterious Universe 
(4272270) 830 Creatues Fantastic 


PICK OF THE Day 


NICOLE KIDMAN (right) caused 
quite a storm with her recent 
stage appearances in London 
and New York in The Blue 
Room. However; it is as a screen 
actress that she made her name. 
In The Portrait of a Lady 
(11.50pm Sky Premier). Jane 
Campion’s follow-up to The 
Piano , she is well-cast as 
Isabel Archer An independent 
minded woman, she is lured into 
marriage by Gilbert Osmond 
(John Malkovich at his most 


insinuating), who their reveals' 
his true, cruel nature. This 
exquisite adaptation of the novel 
by Henry James puts a modem. 
fem i ni st spin on the portrayal 
of a woman hemmed in by a 
patriarchal society 
The up-and-down career of 
Whoopi Goldberg - from the 
high of Ghost to the low of 
Jumping Jack Flash - is charted 
in today's Femmes Fatales 
(lpm Sky Moviemax). 

James Hampton 



(425178®. 930 Chariots of the Gods -The 
Mysteries Continue (5823153) IOuOO The 
Cures of Tutankhamen (8825540) -tLOO 
Master Spies (9307076) 12470 Dead Sea 
Scrofc - Unraveing the Mystery (6838038) 
LOO Treasure Hunters (5093036) 130 
Wheel Nuts (3590187) 2470 Qosa 
SKY ONE 

7410 Court Duckula (65521) 730 The 
Chris Bans Breakfast Show (63250) &30 
Hotywoad Squares (45618) 9470 Saty 
Jessy Raphael (55705) KX4X) The Oprah 
Winfrey Show (73540) 1100 Gutty! 
(60076) 12470 Jerny Jcros (86453) LOO 
Mad about Mxi (54882) L30Jeopanfy 
(73969) 2470 Saly Jessy Raphael (28503 
3470 Jenny Jones (84521) 4470 Gufryl 
(70328) 54)0 Star Ttefc Voyagar (8927) ■ 
6470 Guityl (2231) &30 Friends $811) 
7470 Tha Sriipsons (3328) Z30 The 
Sknpsons (2095) 8470 Mortal Kombat 
(2840) 94)0 The X Fias (8076) 10410 
Naked fri Vtestmrster (TT16^ «470 
Friends (71057) 1L30 Star Trek: Wyager 
p7T44) 12^0 The Conunlsh (8293) L»» 
- 7470 Long Play (729*58) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

LOO Sky Sports Centre (3031328) W5 
Wbrld Wtestfng Federation - Livewte 
(389279) 845 MxAe on Sky Sports 
(297068) 9uOO Ra*rg News (2837) a30 
Aerobics - OZ Style (65569) 10470 hade 
Scottish Foo&ai (99502) turn Fes&ax 
(38368) 1130 Totateort [39095) 124)0 
Aerobics - Oz Styte (456B3) 12J30 Premier 
Snooker League ^7057) 230 Fastrax 


(3502) 3JM Inside Scottish Footbel 
(33811) 4410 Sijrerbouts Packoza vs La- 
ports (2988) 54» World Wrestfcrg Feder- 
ation Shotgun (3tf7) 6470 Sky Sports 
Centre (4^1) 630 Unbefevabie Sports 
©811) 7JQO Pod ^*7502) 6470 Rhgside 
00786) 9L30 Urtwievabte Sports ft9S21) 
- 1000 Sky Sports Centre (36811) KU5 
Tbute on Sky Sports {5891^. tLOO 
Spanish Fbotbal (90231) 1200 Sky 
Sports Centre (7289922) 1245 \bute on 
Sky Sports (389361) LOO R4 Cip Fbot- 
bal (B2019) 230 Spanish Fbotbal (34450) 
330-246 Sports Centre (14280309) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

7470 Aerobics - Oz Style (724728) 730 
Sky Sports Centre (B285989) *45 Racing 
News 0177065) 845 FaBtrax (8936521) 
245 Sky Sports Centre ©238057) 94)0 
Rsh TV The Ultimate Fishing Show 
^8935f1) 930 Ffeh TV Ffertng Tales 
(3553144) IOlOO Golf Extra: Wbrld Cham- 
pionahp Preview (55454©) 1130 
NASCAR (W3347) 130 Goff Extra 
(583453) 3470 Sports Unftrited 
(4530279) 4470 Premier Snooker League 
(B822502) 64)0 Wetereporls World 
(357227£9t 74)0 R4 Cup SpedBl (J570837) 
104» Watersports Vtold (5943927) tlOO 
UnbeSevabia Sports (4S10415) 1130 Flhg- 
stee (339068) 1470 Pool (386383^ 2470 
Sky Sports Centre (8388361) 245 Closa 
SKY SPORTS 3 

12470 viforid Wtesttig Federation Shotgm 
(8782873) 100 Fish TV The \Mnie F»v 


hfl Show (904805) 130 Fish TV Fishing 
"fetes (8784837) 2470 Sioerbouts 
©8930801) 3470 Motor Racing (40038811) 
5410 Golf Extra (841568) 630 Euopean 
four VlteeWy (87506231) 7470 Goff 
(33007347) 11470 Second krings 
(1700382) H30 Ctose. 


UOFootbal (8914^ 9J00 Alpha Skteg 
(8705) 930 Norcic Sklng (63927) 1130 
Terris (348^. 1200 Atphe Sking (3386^ 
100 Sking (90892) 230 Sking 
(24540) 330 Tennis (81786) 430 Skiig 
(53078) 530 Apine S<ing (788521) 645 
Start Mxr Engines (87908) 7470 Tennis 
(57057) 830 Darts (85502) 930 Fitness 
(97637) 1030 Skfing (1153328) 1145 
Start tixr Engines (492453) 1230 Ctasa 
UK GOLD 

74)0 Crossroads ©390786) 730 Neigh- 
bours (4520873) XSS EastEnders 
(5642811) 830 The Bi 8625730. 9470 
The Oi (B6807E) 930 When the Boat 
Comae tn (3062273) 1030 Rhoda 
(8605960) HOO Dates (488883) H55 
Neighbours (78324789) 1225 EastEnders 
(729837) LOO Jdtet Bravo (1066322) 
2470 Dales (53362965- 255 The B9 
(584848) 33S The BH ©2317DS) 335 
EastEnders ©417366) 430 Rhoda 
(3128279) 5470 AI Creatures Great and 
Strel (4257960 64TO oynsety (861778) 
200 The Comedy Alternative: 2potet4 
CWcTan ©76954Q) 740 The Comedy Al- 
ternative: Dads Army (798318^ 830 The 


Comedy Afiematlw: The Brittas Empire 
( B4789M ) 9470 Men Behaving Bady 
(81B7279) 940 Men Behavteg Bady 
(2353S73) KL20 Men Behtwing Bady 
(5844434) HOO Only Foots and Horses 
(7826503 1245 The B» (7W08) 

SB (7737632) 145 Dangarfieid (312^1) 
245 . 700 Shoppng (5480800) 
LIVING 

6470 Try and Osw (37107811)630 
Johnson 8nd Friends (B33148^. 630 
Qreedysaurue and the Gang (19402500) 
240 Tiny Tates (B484Z724) &45 Phflbert 
the Frog (8484005) 630 Rolka Dot 
Shorts (84822960) 700 Practical Parent- 
ing (558860) 70S Professor BUabte 
(B82tt4)730 Caftxi (67072^ 735 Bug 
Alert (7376057) 755 Practical Parenthg 
(4812078) 8470 Barney and Friends 
(4823153) 835 Babaioos (037873) 830 
CaBou (868B80) 835 Thy and Crew 
(5071095) &50 Practical Parenting 
(7211434) 9470 CanT Cook, Wbrit Cook 
(5659637)930TheRoeBanneShow- 
Hghlghts (3906076) 10470 The Jerry 
Springer Show £262540) 1030 Maury 
Ftevlch (7826892) 1140 Brookside 
(389498T1) UdO Antenl Rescue 
(228283)1230 Rescue 911 (98352502) 
UO Special Babies P229580S) L40 Be- 
yond Belef: Fact or Fiction (660534)5) 240 
LA Law (9158989) 340 Livteg Roan 
(2234231) 4470 Mchul Cole (8252989) 
430 Rolonda (7986601) 530 Ready, 
Steady, Cook (5846368) 645 The Jerry 
Springer Show £583811) 7475 Rescue 911 
(29t39Z7) 735 Animal Rescue (2247502) 
840 Veuy Povich (4496415) 9470 ftkms 
Buried Secrets (896) (891347) tLOO Sax 
Life Down Under (755432®. 12470 Closa 


9470 The NgWot the Iguana (®64) 
(283S83) 1145 Sweet Bird dt Vbulh (862) 
8904834C) 130 Rhgo and hfie Gokfen 
Pistol (860 (54307380) 3-00 The Nght of 
the iguana (864) (3088238) 5470 Close. 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHAeMEL 
74)0 Jerry (9298) 730 Grace under Fire 
(2637) 9470 Elen £68) 830 Newsrado 
(7153) 9470 Drop the Dead Dortcey 
(®M4) 930 Whose Lire Is It Anyway? 
(47«3) toOO Frasier (95T2») 1030 
Cheers (8692) HOO Seinfeld &B889) 
1130 The Lan-y Sanders Show (70989) 
12470 Late Mght with David Letterman 
(56600)100 Taxi (33293) 130 The Critic 
(3Cet2) 2470 Dr Katz (26670) 230 Tbs 
and Ftos (8477) 3470 Mghtstand £072S) 
3304470 Abbott & Costelo (2869) 


Regional Television Variations 


BBC1 N IRELAND 

Aa PBC1 London eoccopfc 830 

Nsws&te 530 (231) 10470 lives Of Our 
Hmes (774968) 10w5O TbeX Ftes 
£42076) 1135 Ruby Wax Meets-. Gokfie 
Hawn (838^. tuos Black and White 
(3851729)1235 Fkn; Victim df Beauty 
(792212) 2.20 BBC News 24 (52649477) 

BBC1 SCOtLAND 

As BBC1 London except: 1230 

Dotaman (3643982) 12^5 Dochakto 
Mot (Oakey Dote) (2898273) 54)0 News 
C79) 630 Reporting Scotend £231) 

930 Ex-S *45821 10470 Cancer Stories 

£0273) 1030 The XRtesf6K54Q. 

B8C1 ffft l K 

A* bbci London wewti 630 

Wales Today E31) 10470 The Slate 
(30273) «30TheX Fites £55541^ 
tus Ruby Wax Meets.. GokSe Hawn 
(203250) 1L45 BfeCk and White (B38219) 
045 F*n: Vtoftn of Beauty 082564) 
2475 SC New » (98096980) 

AMGUA 

Aft Carlton accept: 1230 Angla 
News and Weather £121347) LOO 
Shomand Street (9582250) L35 Home 
and Away ®499057) 2410 The Jeny 
Springer Show (547*818) 330 Angfia 


News and Weather (1305863) 64X7 Arv 
glia News (347) 630 Whipsnade (927) 
1030 Angfla News and Weather 
(936057) 1L40 In Suspidous Grcum- 
stances (874873) 1230 FBm: White Ue 
(16508) 230 Master Class (WB496) 
2-50 Judge Judy (1946800) 330 Ttisha 
' )4) 4-20 Videotech Bril Winners 
(47968380. 430 1TV 
reen £8552664) 54)0 Corona- 
tion Street (45545) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 1230 Central 
News and Weather £121347) LOO -Echo 
Point (40298) 330 Central News 
(805853) 540 Shortiand Street 
(9812347) 6470 Home and Away 
(B84786) 635 Centra! News and 
Whether (738144) 1030 Central News 
and WteatherJ938057) 1L40 Tales from 
the Crypt (177502) 1240 Short Story 
Cinema (2048787). 440 JobftwJer 

(4455403) 530 Asian Eye (7030748) 

HTY WALES 

As Cmlton except: 1030 This 
Marring (11153786) 12J5 HTV News 
(7722415) LOO Shortiand Street (40298) 
130 Home and Away (260571 2470 
The Jerry Springer Shaw £4»ei8) 330 
HTV News (1305663) 540 A Country 


Practice £812347) S4I0 Home and 
Away (884786) 535 Wales Tonight 
t030 HTV News (B360571 
1L40 Renegade £74873) 1240 Flm: 
White Lie HKOH) 230 Master Class 
(7703496L 230 Judge Judy (846800) 
330 Trisha C9952564) 430 Videotech 
Brit Winners Special (^66638Q) 430 
nV fWilsoeen £885K56«. 5470 Coro- 
neiion^ Stieet (45545) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except; LOO Next 
Stop- (40298) 635 HTV West Weather 
(156544 630 The WMt Tonight (927) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton e x c ept: 1030 This 
Morning (11153756) 1245 Marxian News 
and Weather (7722415) loo Shortiand 
Street (9582250) 135 Home and Away 
(25499057) 230 The Jerry Springer 
Show (5474S18) 230 Meridian News 
and Weather (1305863) 530 Home and 
Away £812347) 537 Three Mnutes 
(58960) 630 Mericflan Tonight (347) 
830 Country Vets (927) 1030 Merid- 
en News and Weather®380S7) 1140 
Anatomy of Disaster (SW573) 1230 
F3m: While Ue (£508) 230 Master 
Class (3402488) 230 Judge Judy 
(84680Q) 330 Trisha £952564) 430 


Videatech Brit Winnere Special 
(47666380) 430 ITV Ntohtkreen 
(68552564) 54)0 Freescreen (45545) 

WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton e xc ept: 1030 This 
Morning (m537S6) 1245 Wssteountry 
News (77^415) 1237 Summations 
£139366) 130 Emmerdate (40298) 
330 Westcoitftry News (1305863) 
8470 Wesfcountry Live (35705) 1030 
Westccantry News (936057) tf^O 
Doomsday £74873) 1340 Film: White 
Us pssom 230 Master Class 
(71Q2496) 230 Judge Judy (84680Q) 
330 Ulsha (9952564) 430 Videotech 
Brit Winners Special (47666380) 4J50 
rrv Mghtscreen (88552564) 5470 Coro- 
nation Street (45545) 

YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Mornteg (1115378 6) 1245 Calendar 
News and Weather (7722415) LOO 
Homs and Away 04083499) 135 The 
Jerry Sprtoger Show (4679502) 240 
Emmerdate (7288892) 330 Calendar 
News (1305863) 540 News; Wsatter 
(B3ffl08) 535 Calendar (496521) 630 
tonight (927) 1030 Calendar News and 
Wbaiher (9360571 1L40 Roar (604786) 
440 Jobfi^r (7371496) 


As Yorkshire except: 1245 North 
East News and Weather (773TT63) 

1235 JobSnk (6139366) 330 North 
East News and Wfeather (1305863) 535 
North East Waather (539721) 6410 
North East Tbright (35705) 1030 North 
East News and Vlteather £36057) 

S4C 

AS Channel 4 except: 6470 

Sesame Street (4728607S) 9470 YSgo- 
■riVSchoolB £0405980) 12470 Be- 

wftched (29TB434) 1230 Sesame 
Street (38750521) LOO Planed Plant 
(34723927) L30 Roots to Success 
(34832892) L45 FBm: Laughter ai Par- 
adtee* (37353521) 430 Dishes 
^ 1 5.00 Planed Plant 

530 Countdown £165407^. 
ydeton S496629S) 640 Heno 
06832705) 7470 Pobol y Cwm 
(64184279) 730 Newyddlon £86445^. 
8470 PlermtO £4173927) 830 Pario 
£4152434) 104)0 Brooksfde £0854144) 
1035 Sex and the Cfty £6261182) 

1135 Eurotrash £7002366) «35 Mark 
Thomas Comedy Product £3114637) 
12475 The Spying Game (32569278) 
12.40 Cycflng (55742293) 1/40 FootbaH 
ItaBa (58535458) 540 Closa 
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INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 

CHESS 

Jon speelman 

PLAY GOT underway in the super- 
grandmaster tournament in Iinares 
on Sunday in a round that saw 
three draws and Michael Adams's 
sensational win below. The second 
round, too, had a single winner - 
Kasparov as Black in a splendidly 
thematic victory in his beloved Si- 
cilian Najdorf against Vassily 
Ivanchuk; so after two of the 14 
rounds Kasparov and Adams had 
1.5/2, Anand, Kramnik. Svidier and 
Topalov l Ivanchuk and Leko 0J>. 

Black used invariably to stop 8 
Ne5 with 7 ...Nd7 in this variation 
but recently it was discovered that 
he can allow the knight in when the 
obvious 9 Bc4 efi 10 Qe2 Nd5! 

(against li Nxf7) is quite playable. 

The apparent^* more modest 9 Bd3 
then came into fashion. 

11 Bd2! is an improvement on 11 
Bf4 when Qa5+ 12 c3 QaSl is an- 
noying indeed Leko won a fine 
game with this against Veselin 
Tbpalov at Tilburg last October. 

12 ft! supported the knight and 
the excellent 14 Qe2! uncluttered the 
d file in readiness for Black’s them- 
atic 14 ...c5. 

After 1 7 f5. Adams already had a 
dangerous attack though presum- 
ably Blade should be able to defend 
perhaps starting with 17 ...Nd5!? In- 
stinctively, I dislike 17 ...exfij since 
it invites the horse in with tempo and 

18 ...Rfe8 was wrong because it 
weakens f 7. But the most appealing 
move. 18 ...Nee4. allows a long line 

19 Bd7 Nxc3 20 Nxe7+ Kh8 21 
N5g6+ £xg6 22 Nxg6+ Kh7 23 
Nxf8+ Kb8 24 Rxc7 Nxe2+ 25 Kdl 
Ng3 26 Ng6+ Kh7 27 Rh3 when 
Black has the initiative, and if be 
wishes can regain the exdiange im- 
mediately with 27 ...Nfe4, but White 
should emerge a pawn up with 
good winning chances. 

In the diagram. Black seems al- 
ready to be lost, though he could 


have fought with 19 ....Nce4 20 
Rd7! (this is also played against 19 
...Ne6) when: 

a) 20...Nxd7 21 Nxh6+ Kh8 22 
Nexf7+ Kh7 23 Qxe4+ g6 24 h5 
leads to mate. 

bl But 20 ...Qxc3! 21 Nxe7+ 
Rxe7 at least causes some confusion 
- White must choose between 22 
bxc3 Rxe5 and 22 Qxc3!? Nxd7 23 
Qc7 Rxe5 24 Qxd7 with less mater- 
ial advantage but better pawns. 

19 ...BfB? lost immediately but 
the star move was not 20 Nxh6+ but 
the follow-up 21 Ng4!!. At the end. 
it’s mate after 26 ...KI5 27 QfB+ Kg4 
(or 27 ...Ke4 28 Rhel mate) 28 
QSJ+ Kg5 29 Bf6. 

White: Michael Adams 
Black: Fetor Leko 
Caro Kann Defence 


1 e4c6 

15 dxc5 Nxc5 

2d4d5 

16 Bc3 Qc7 

3Nd2dxe4 

17f5exf5? 

4 Nxe4 Bf5 

18 NxS Rfe8? 

5Ng3Bg6 

19 Qf3! (see 

6h4 h6 

diagram) BIS? 

7Nf3Nfl> 

20 Nxh6+! gxh6 

8 Ne5 Bh7 

21 Ng4!! Nxg4 

9 Bd3 Bxd3 

22 Qxg4+ KhT 

10 Qxd3e6 

23 Qi5-F Kg8 

11 Bd2! Nbd7 

24 QfBKhT 

12 f4! Be? 

25 Qh8+ Kg6 

13 0-0-00-0 

26 h5+ 1-0 

14 Qe2 c5 



BRIDGE 


Alan hiron 


I ENJOYED mixed feelings as East 
on this deal from rubber bridge. Tb 
start with, perhaps hampered in 
some way by the awkward part- 
score of 30, our opponents reached 
the wrong contract With chances 
for the defence, my partner made 
an excellent start bnt, oh dear!, 
faltered at the very end. Never 
mind, I thought; we lost the rubber 
but I have' acquired ^n excellent 
column band... 

Why North-South ended in 
Three Hearts, instead of the rela- 
tively easy game contract of Two 
no-trumps, 1 shall never know, but 
my partner led the four of spades 
against Three Hearts. I won 
dummy's jack with my ace and 
returned a low diamond. Declarer 
won with his ace and led his other 
spade to West’s king. West now led 
a low diamond to my queen. After 
winning, declarer crossed to the 
jack of hearts and discarded his los- 
ing diamond on the established 
spade. 

Now South turned his attention 
to clubs by leading the nine to his 
queen. Partner played low without 
apparent thought (well done!) and 
this worked well when declarer 
continued dubs (low again from 
partner!) and finessed dummy’s 
ten. After winning with ray jack, I 


North-South game and 30; 
dealer South 
North 
♦QJ8 
'PA J 6 
09843 
+K109 

West East . 

♦ K 7 64 *A1093 

,( P73 tfS'54'2 

OJ 62 OQ 7 5 

♦A 53 2 +J7 

South 
♦5 2 

<?KQ10 9 
OAK IQ 
♦0864 


returned a trump. South won in 
band and led a third round of clubs. 

Oh dear! This was all too much 
for West. Having ducked twee with 
his ace of dubs, he felt it was now 
or never, and took his ace. It was 
all over - a fourth round of dubs 
was ruffed with dummy's ace and 
declarer bad the rest of the tricks. 

If only West had ducked the 
third round of dubs as well! 1 could 
have ruffed and returned a trump, 
leaving partner still with the ace of 
dubs and in a position to claim the 
last trick... 


Concise Crossword 


No ,3854 Wednesday 24 February 



ACROSS 


1 Grasp (5) 

4 Source of metal (3) 

7 Coarse fibre (4) 

8 Pseudonyms (3-5) 

9 The way of the doctors? (6,6) 

10 Solidioir or barrister (6) 

13 Measly (6) 

15 Breathtaking (3-9) 

19 Large (4-4) 

2) Food (colL) {4j 
21 Sense organ (3) 

72 "Wood-nymph (5) 


DOWN 

Composer of marches (5) 
In a perfect world (7) 
Vacant (5) 

Make speeches (5) 
Equestrian competitor Cl) 
Part of foot (6) 

Greed (7) 

12 Off (6) 

14 Thieving (7) 

16 Avid (5) 

17 Respond to charge (5) 

18 Celebrated (5) 


SeJutfon to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Tony, 4 Adore (Toreador). 9 Wring, 10 bulled. II 
Lighl aircraft, 17 IS Tea-break. ~ 

Onon, 3 Yoghurt 4 Advertisement, 5 . _ _ 

Cabbage, 16 Tokens, 17 Vice, J w Elope, 20 Para. 
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